Go ogle 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : / /books . google . com/ 



o 

THE 



PHILOSOPHY OF RHETORIC. 



GEORGE CAMPBELL. D.D. F.R.S. Edin. 

FRmCIPAL OF THE MASISCHAL COLLEGE, ABEBDEEN. 



Certo Bciant homines, artes inTeniendi solidaa et veraa adolesoere et incrementa sumere chiti 
ipsis inventifl. 

De ^vgm. Seient. I. v. e. 3. 



A NEW EDITION^ 

WITH TUB author's LAST ADDITIONS AMD CORRKCTIOKS. 



NEW-YORK: 
PUBLISHED BY HARPER & BROTHERS, 

No. 82 CLIFF-STREET. 
1841. 



•J 



PREFACE. 



There are several reasons which have induced the author 
of the following sheets to give the public some account of their 
origin and progress, previously to their coming undeivits exam- 
ination. They are a series of Essays closely connected with, 
one another, and written on a tiubject, in the examination of 
which, he has at intervals employed himself for a considerable 
part of his life. Considered separately, each may justly be 
termed a whole, and complete in itself ; taken together, they 
are constituent parts of one work. The author entered on this 
inquiry as early as the year 1750; and it was then that the 
two first chapters of the first book were composed. These he 
intended as a sort of groundwork to the whole. And the ju- 
dicious reader will perceive, that, in raising the superstructure, 
be has entirely conformed to the plan there delineated. That 
first outline he showed soon after to several of his acquaint- 
ance, some of whom are still living. In the year 1757, it was 
read to a private literary society, of which the author had the 
honour to be a member. It was a difiereuce in his situation 
at that time, and his connexion with the gentlemen of that so- 
ciety, some of whom have since honourably distinguished them- 
selves in the republic of letters, that induced him to resume a 
subject, which he had so long laid aside. The three follow- 
ing years all the other chapters of that book, except the third, 
the sixth, and the tenth, which have been but lately added, 
(rather as illustrations and confirmations of some parts of the 
wt)rk, than as essential to it,) were composed, and submitted 
to the judgment of the same ingenious friends. All that fol- 
lows on the subject of Elocution hath also undergone the same 
review. Nor has there been any material alteration made on 
these, or any addition to them, except in a few instances of 
notes, examples, and verbal corrections, since they were com- 
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It is also proper to observe here, that since transcribiDg the 
present work for the press, a manuscript was put into his hands 
by Doctor Beattie, at the very time that, in order to be fa- 
voured with the Doctor's opinion of this performance, the au- 
thor gave him the first book for his perusal. Doctor Beattie's 
tract is called An Essay on Laughter and Ludicrous Writing. 
Whilst the author carefully perused that Essay, it gave him a 
very agreeable surprise to discover, that on a question so nice 
and curious, there should without any previous communica- 
tion, be so remarkable a coincidence of sentiments in every 
thing wherein their subjects coincide. A man must have an 
uncommon confidence in his own faculties, (I might have said 
in his own infallibility,) who is not sensibly more satisfied of 
the justness of their procedure, especially in abstract matters* 
when he discovers such a concurrence with the ideas and rea- 
soning of writers of discernment. The subject of that piece 
is indeed Laughter in general, with an inquiry into those qua- 
lities in the object, by which it is excited. The investigation 
is conducted with the greatest accuracy, and the theory con- 
firmed and illustrated by such a variety of pertinent examples, 
as enable us to scrutinize his doctrine on every side, and view 
it in almost every possible light. He does not enter into the 
specific characters whereby wit and humour are discriminat- 
ed, which are the chief considerations here. His design leads 
him to consider rather those particulars wherein they all agree, 
than those wherein they differ. He treats of ludicrous objects 
and ludicrous writing, with a view to account for the superior 
copiousness and refinement of modern ridicule. When phi- 
losophical acuteness is happily united with so great richness 
of fancy and mastery in language, the obscurity in which a 
subject was formerly involved vanishes entirely, and a reader 
unacquainted with all other theories and hypotheses, can hard- 
ly be persuaded that there was ever any difliiculty in the ques- 
tion. But there is reason to think, that the world will soon 
be favoured with an opportunity of judging for itself, in regard 
to the merits of that performance. 

One reason, though not the only one which the author has 
for mentioning the manner wherein the composition of this 
work has been conducted, and the time it has taken, is, not 
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to enhance its value with the public, but to apologize in some 
measure for that inequality in the execution and the style, with 
which, he is afraid, it will be thought chargeable. It is his 
purpose in this work, on the one hand, to exhibit, he does not 
say a correct map, but a tolerable sketch of the human mind ; 
and, aided by the lights which the poet and the orator sq am- 
ply furnish, to disclose its secret movements, tracing its prin- 
cipal channels of perception and action, as near as possible, to 
their source : and, on the other hand, from the science of hu- 
nian nature, to ascertain, with greater precision, the radical 
principles of that art, whose object it is, by the use of language, 
to operate on the soul of the hearer, in the way of informing, 
convincing, pleasing, moving, or persuading. In the prosecu- 
tion of a design so extensive, there are two extremes to be 
shunned. One is, too much abstraction in investigating cau- 
ses; the other, too much minuteness in specifying effects. By 
the first, the perspicuity of a performance may be endangered ; 
by the second, its dignity may be sacrificed. The author does 
not flatter himself so far as to imagine, that he hath succeed- 
ed perfectly in his endeavours to avoid either extreme. In a 
work of this kind, it is impossible that every thing should be 
alike perspicuous to every reader, or that all the parts should 
be equally elevated. Variety in this respect, as well as in 
others, is perhaps, on the whole, more pleasing and more in- 
structive, than too scrupulous an uniformity. To the eye the 
interchange of hill and dale beautifies the prospect: and to the 
ear there is no music in monotony. The author can truly say, 
that he has endeavoured, as much as he could, in the most ab- 
struse questions, to avoid obscurity ; and in regard to such of 
his remarks as may be thought too minute and particular, if 
just, they will not, he hopes, on a re-examination, be deemed of 
no consequence. Those may serve to illustrate a general ob- 
servation, which are scarcely worth notice as subjects either 
of censure or of praise. Nor is there any thing in this book^ 
which, in his opinion, will create even the smallest difficulty to 
persons accustomed to inquire into the faculties of the mind. 
Indeed, the much greater part of it will, he is persuaded, be 
level to the capacity of all those readers (not perhaps the most 
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nunierous class,) who think reflection of some use in reading, 
and who do not read merely with the intention of killing time. 

He begs leave to add, that though his subject be Eloquence, 
yet, as the nature of his work is didactical, wherein the under- 
standing only is addressed, the style in general admits no high- 
er qualities than purity and perspicuity. These were there- 
fore his highest aim. The best ornaments out of place are 
not only unbecoming but offensive. Nor can any thing be 
farther from his thoughts than to pretend to an exemption from 
such positive faults in expression, as, on the article of elocu- 
tion, he hath so freely criticised in the best English authors. 
He is entirely sensible, that an impropriety or other negligence 
in style will escape the notice of the writer, which hardly es- 
capes that of any body else. Next to the purpose of illus- 
trating the principles and canons which he here submits to the 
judgment of the public, the two following motives weighed 
most with the author, in inducing him to use so much freedom 
in regard to the writings of those for whom he has the highest 
veneration. One is, to show that we ought in writing, as in 
other things, carefully to beware of implicit attachment and 
servile imitation, even when they seem to be claimed by the 
most celebrated names. The other is, to evince, that we are 
in danger of doing great injustice to a work, by deciding has- 
tily on its merit from a collection of such oversights. If the 
critic be rigorous in marking whatever is amiss in this way, 
what author may abide the trial ? But though such slips are 
not to be regarded as the sole or even principal test of deme- 
rit in literary productions, they ought not to be altogether over- 
looked. Whatever is faulty in any degree it were better to 
avoid. And there are consequences regarding the language 
in general, as well as the success of particular works, which 
should preserve verbal criticism from being considered as be- 
neath the attention of any author. An author, so far from 
having reason to be offended, is doubtless obliged to the man 
who, free from captious petulance, candidly points out his er- 
rors of what kind soever they be. 
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All art is founded in scieace, and the science is of little value 
which does not serve as a foundation to some beneficial art. On 
the most sublime of all sciences, ^<^eo/og^ and ethics^ is built the most 
important of all art^, the art of living. The abstract mathematical 
sciences serve as a ground- work to the arts of the land-measurer 
and the accountant ; and in conjunction with natural philosophy, in- 
cluding geography and astronomy, to those of the architect, the 
navigator, the dialist, and many others. Of what consequence 
anatomy is to surgery, and that part of physiology which teaches the 
laws of gravitation and of motion, is to the artificer, is a matter too 
obvious to need illustration. The general remark might, if necesary, 
be exemplified throughout the whole circle of arts, both useful and 
elegant. Valuable knowledge therefore always leads to some prac- 
tical skill, and is perfected in it. On the other hand, the practical 
skill loses much of its beauty and extensive utility, which does not 
originate in knowledge. There is by consequence a natural relation 
between the sciences and the; arts, like that which subsists between 
the parent and the ofi^pring. 

I acknowledge indeed that these are sometimes unnaturally sepa- 
rated ; and that by the mere influence of example on the one hand, 
and imitation on the other, some progress may be made in an art, 
without the knowledge of the principles from which it sprang. By 
the help of a few rules, which men are taught to use mechanically, a 
good practical arithmetician may be formed, who neither knows the 
reasons on which the rules he works by were first established, nor 
ever thinks it of any moment to inquire into them. In like manner, 
we frequently meet with expert artisans, who are ignorant of the six 
mechanical powers, which, though in the exercise of their profession 
they daily employ, they do not understand the principles whereby, in 
any instance, the result of their application is ascertained. The 
propagation of the arts may therefore be compared more justly to 
that variety which takes place in the vegetable kingdom, than to the 
uniformity which obtains universally in the animal world ; for, as to 
the anomalous race of zoophytes, I do not comprehend them in the 
number. It is not always necessary that the plant spring from the 
seed, a slip from another plant will often answer the purpose. 

There is, however, a very considerable difference in the expec- 
tations ihsi may justly be raised from the different methods followed 
in the acquisition of the art. Improvements, unless in extraordinary 
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instances of genius and sagacity, are not to be expected from those 
who have acquired all their dexterity from imitation and habit. One 
who has had an education no better than that of an ordinary mechanic, 
may prove an excellent manual operator ; but it is only in the well 
instructed mechanician, that you would expect to find a good machi- 
nist. The analogy to vegetation above suggested, holds here also. 
The off-set is commonly no more than a mere copy of the parent 
plant. It is from the seed only you can expect, with the aid of proper 
culture, to produce new varieties, and even to make improvements 
on the species. Expert men," says Lord Bacon, " can execute 
and judge of particulars, one by one ; but the general councils, and 
the plots and marshalling of affairs, come best from those that are 
learned." 

Indeed, in almost every art, even as used by mere practitiooersv 
there are certain rules, as hath been already hinted^ which must 
carefully be followed, and which serve the artist instead of principles* 
An acquaintance with these is one step, and but one step, towards 
science. Thus, in the common books of arithmetic, intended solely 
for practice, the rules laid down for the ordinary operations, as for 
numeration, or numerical notation, addition, subtraction, multiplica- 
tion, division, and a few others, which are sufficient for all the pur- 
poses of the accountant, serve instead of principles ; and, to a 
superficial observer, may be thought to supersede the study of any 
thing further. But their utility reaches a very little way, compared 
with that which results from the knowledge of the foundations of the 
art, and of what has been, not unfitly, styled arithmetic tmivtrtal. 
It may be justly said, that, without some portion of this knowledge, 
the practical rules had never been invented. Besides, if by these 
the particular questions which come exactly within the description of % 
the rule may be solved, by the other such general rules themselves, 
as serve for the solution of endless particulars, may be discovered. 

The case I own is somewhat different with those arts which are 
entirely founded on experiment and observation, and are not derived, 
like pure mathematics, from abstract and universal axioms. But 
even in these, when we rise from the individual to the species, from 
the species to the genus, and thence to the most extensive orders 
and classes, we arrive, though in a different way, at the knowledge of 
general truths, which, in a certain sense, are also scientific, and 
answer a similar purpose. Our acquaintance with nature and its 
laws is so much extended, that we shall be enabled, in numberless 
cases, not only to apply to the most profitable purposes the knowledge 
we have thus acquired, but to determine beforehand, with sufficient 
certainty, the success of every new application. In this progress we 
are like people, who, from a low and narrow bottom, where the view 
is confined to a few acres, gradually ascend a lofty peak or promon- 
tory. The prospect is perpetually enlarging as we mount ; and 
when we reach the summit, the boundless horizon, comprehending 
all the variety of sea and land, hill and valley, town and country, 
arable and desert, lies under the eye at once. 

Those who in medicine have scarcely risen to the discerdment of 
any general principles, and have no other directory but the experi- 
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enc«8 gained in the first and lowest stage, or as it were at the foot of 
the mountain, are commonly distinguished by the name of empirici. 
Something similar may be said to obtain in the other liberal arts ; for 
in all of them more enlargement of mind is necessary, than is required 
for the exercise of those called mechanical. The character directly 
opposite to the empiric is the visionary ; for it is not in theology only 
that there are visionaries. Of the two extremes I acknowledge that 
the latter is the worse. The first founds upoii facts, but the facts are 
few, and commonly in his reasonings, through his imperfect know- 
ledge of the subject, misapplied. The second often argues veiy 
consequentially from principles, which, having no^ foundation in 
nature, may justly be denominated the illegitimate issue of his own 
imagination. He in this resembles the man^ of science, that he acts 
systematically, for there are false as well as true theorists, and is 
influenced by certain general propositions, real or imaginary. But 
the difibrence lies here, that in the one they are real, in the other 
imaginary. The system of the one is reared on the firm basb of ex- 
perience, the theory of the other is no better than a castle in the air. 
I mention characters only in the extreme, because in Uiis manner 
they are best discriminated. In real life, however, any two of these, 
sometimes all the three, in various proportions, may be found blended 
in the same person. 

The arts are frequently divided into the useful, and the polite, fine, 
or elegant; for these words are, in this application, used S3mony- 
mously. This division is not coincident with that into the mechani- 
cal and the Uberal. Physic, navigation, and the art of war, though 
properly liberal arts, fall entirely under tiie denomination of the use- 
ful ; whereas painting and sculpture, thou^ requiring a good deal of 
manual labour, and in that respect more nearly related to the mecha- 
nical, belong to the class denominated elegant. The first division 
arises purely from the consideration of the end to be attained, the 
second from the consideration of the means to be employed. In 
respect of the end, an art is either useful or elegant ; in respect of 
the means, it is either mechanical or liberal. The true foundation of 
the former distribution is, that certain arts are manifestly and ulti- 
mately calculated for profit or use : whilst others, on the contrary, 
seem to terminate in pleasing. The ono supplies a real want, the 
other only gratifies some mental taste. Yet in strictness, in the 
execution of the useful arts, there is of^en scope for elegance, and the 
arts called elegant are by no means destitute of use. The principal 
difilerence is, that use is the direct and avowed purpose of the former, 
whereas it is more latently and indirectly efiected by the latter. 
Under this class are commonly included, not only the arts of the 

Sainter and the statuary, but those also of the musician and the poet. 
Eloquence and architecture, by which last term is always understood 
tnore than building merely for accommodation, are to be considered 
as of a mixed nature, wherein utility and beauty have almost equal 
influence. - 

The elegant arts, as well as the useful, are founded in experience; 
but from the difference of their nature j there arises a considerablo 
difference both in their origin and in their growth. Necessity, the 
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niother of mreiition, drives men, in the earliest state of society, to 
the study and cultivation of the useful arts ; it is always leisure and 
abundance which lead men to seek gratifications no way conducive 
to the preservation either of the individual or of the species. The 
elegant arts, therefore, are doubtless to be considered as the younger 
sisters. The progress of the former towards perfection is, however, 
much slower than that of the latter. Indeed, with regard to the first, 
it is impossible to say, as to several arts, what is the perfection of the 
art ; since we are incapable of conceiving how far the united discern- 
ment and industry of men, properly applied, may yet carry them. 
For some centuries backwards, the men of every age have made 
great and unexpected improvements on the labours of their prede- 
cessors. And it is very probable that the subsequent age will produce 
discoveries and acquisitions, which we of this age are as little capable 
of foreseeing, as those who preceded us in the last century were 
capable of conjecturing the progress that would be made in the 
present. The case is not entirely similar in the fine arts. These, 
though later in their appearing, are more rapid in their advancement. 
There may, indeed, be in these a degree of perfection beyond what 
we have experienced; but we have some conception of the very 
utmost to which it can proceed. For instance, where resemblance 
is the object, as in a picture or a statue, a perfect conformity to its 
archetype is a thing at least conceivable. In like manner, the utmost 
pleasure of which the imagination is susceptible by a poetical narra- 
tive or exhibition, is a thing, in my judgment, not inconceivable. 
We, Britons, for example, do, by immense degrees, excel the ancient 
Greeks in the arts of navigation and ship-building : and how much 
farther we may still excel them in these, by means of discoveries and 
improvements yet to be made, it would be the greatest presumption 
in any man to say. But as it requires not a prophetic spirit to dis- 
cover, it implies no presumption to afiirra, that we shall never excel 
them so far in poetry and eloquence, if ever in these respects we come 
to equal them. The same thing might probably be affirmed in regard 
to painting, sculpture, and music, if we had here as ample a fund of 
materials for forming a comparison. 

But let it be observed, that the remarks now made regard only the 
advancement of the arts themselves ; for though the useful are of 
slower growth than the other, and their utmost perfection cannot al- 
ways be so easily ascertained, yet the acquisition of any one of them 
by a learner, in the perfection which it has reached at the time, is a 
much easier matter than the acquisition of any of the elegant arts ; — 
besides, that the latter require much more of a certain happy combi- 
nation in the original frame of spirit, commonly called genius, than is 
necessary in the other. 

Let it be observed further, that as the gratification of taste is the 
immediate object of the fine arts, their effect is in a manner instanta- 
neous, and the quality of any new production in these is immediately 
judged by every body ; for all have in them some rudiments of taste, 
though in some they are improved by a good, in others corrupted by 
a bad education, and in others almost suppressed by a total want of 
education. In the useful arts, on the contrary, as more time and 
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«xpeiience are requisite for didcovering the means by which our 

accommodation is effected^ so it generally requires examination, time^ 
and trial, that we may be satisfied of the fitness of the work for the 
end proposed. In these we are not so near apt to consider ourselves 
as judges, unless we be either artists, or accustomed to employ and 
examine the works of artists in that particular profession. 

I mentioned some arts that have their fundamental principles in 
the abstract sciences of geometry and arithmetic, and some in the 
d6ctrine of gravitation and mption. There are others, as the medi- 
cal and chirurgical arts, which require a still broader foundation oi 
science in anatomy, the animal economy, natural history, diseases 
and remedies. — Those arts, which, like poetry, are purely to be 
ranked among the elegant, as their end is attained by an accommo- 
dation to some internal taste, so the springs by which alone they can 
be (regulated, must be sought for in the nature of the human mind, 
and more especially in (he principles of the imagination. It is also 
in the human mind that we must investigate the source of some of the 
useful arts. Logic, whose end is the discovery of truth, is founded 
in the doctrine of the understanding ; and ethics (under which may 
be comprehended economics, politics, and jurisprudence,) are founded 
in that of the will. 

This was the idea of Lord Yerulam,* perhaps the most compre- 
hensive genius in philosophy, that has appeared in modem times. 
But these are not the only arts which have their foundation in the 
science of human nature. Grammar, too, in its general principles, 
has a close connexion with the understanding, and the theory of the 
association of ideas. 

But there is no art whatever that has so close a connexion with 
«11 the faculties and powers of the mind, as eloquence,* or, the art of 
speaking, in the extensive sense in which I employ the term. For, 
in the first place, that it ought to be ranked among the polite or fine 
arts, is manifest from this, that in all its exertions, with little or no 
exception, (as will appear afterwards,) it requires the aid of the ima- 
gination. Thereby it not only pleases, but by pleasing commands 
attention, rouses the passions, and often at last subdues the most 
stubborn resolution. It is also a useful art. This is certainly the 
case, if the power of speech be a useful faculty, as it professedly 
teaches us how to employ that faculty with the greatest probability of 
success. Further, if the logical art, and the ethical, be useful, elo- 
quence is useful, as it instructs us how these arts must be applied for 
die conviction and persuasion of others. It is indeed the grand art 
of communication, not of ideas only, but of sentiments, passions, dis- 
positions, and purposes. Nay, without this, the greatest talents, 

* Doctrina circa inteUectuw^ atque ilia altera circa vduntatem hominis, in 
natalibus suis tanquam gemelle sunt. Et enini iUunUnatumis puritas et arMtrii 
libertas Bimnl inceperunt, eimul corruerant Neque datur in umversitate re- 
rum tam intima sympathia quam ilia Veri et Boni. — Yenimus jam ad doctri- 
nam circa usum et objecta facultatum animse humanse. Ilia duas habet partes 

easque notissimas, 'et consensu receptas; Logicam et Eihitam* Logica de 

inteUactu et rations ; Ethica de voluntate, appetitu, et^iTectibus disserit. Altera 
decreta, altera actiones progignit De Aug. Sci. 1. v. c. 1. 
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6Ten wisdom itaelfy lose muclr of their lastrorand still more of their 
usefulness. The wise in hearty saith Solomon, thail be calkd pm* 
dent^ btU the eweetness of the lipa increaseth learning.''^ By the 
former, a man's own conduct may be well regulated, but the latter is 
absolutely necessary for difilising valuable knowledge, and enforcing 
right rules of action upon others. 

Poetry indeed is properly no other than a particular mode or form 
of certain branches of oratory. But of this more afterwards. Suf- 
fice it only to remark at present, that the direct end of the former, 
whether to delight the fancy as in epic, or to move the passions as 
in tragedy, is avowedly in part the aim, and sometimes the immediate 
and proposed aim, of the orator. The same medium language is 
made use of, the same general rules of composition, in narration, 
description, argumentation, are observed ; and the same tropes and 
figures, either for beautifying, or for invigorating the diction, are em- 
ployed by both. In regard to versification, it is mora to be considered 
as an appendage, than as a constituent of poetry. In this lies what 
may be called the more mechanical part of the poet's work, being 
at most but a sort of garnishing, and by far too unessential to give a 
designation to the kind. This particularity in form, to adopt an ex- 
pression of the naturalists, constitutes only a variety, and not a differ- 
ent species. 

^ Now though a considerable proficiency in the practice of the ora- 
torical art may be easily and almost naturally attained, by one in 
whom clearness of apprehension is happily united with sensibility of 
taste, fertility of imagination, and a certain readiness in language, a 
more thorough investigation of the latent energies, if I may thus ex- 
press myself, whereby the instruments employed by eloquenee pro- 
duce their effect upon the hearers, will serve considerably both to 
improve their taste, and to enrich the fancy. By the former effect we 
learn to amend and avoid faults in composing and speaking, against 
which, the best natural, but uncultivated parts, give no security ; and 
by the latter, the proper mediums are suggested, whereby the neces- 
sary aids of topics, arguments, illustrations, and motives, may be 
procured. Besides, this study, properly conducted, leads directly to 
an acquaintance with ourselves ; it not only traces the operations of 
the intellect and imagination, but discloses the lurking springs of ac- 
tion in the heart. In this view, it is perhaps the surest and the shortest, 
as well as the pleasantest way of arriving at the science of the human 
mind. It is as an humble attempt to lead the mind of the studious 
inquirer into this track, that the following sheets are now submitted 
to the examination of the public. 

When we consider the manner in which the rhetorical art hath 
arisen, and been treated in the schools, we must be sensible, that 
in this, as in the imitative arts, the first handle has been given to 
criticism by actual performances in the art. The principles of our 
nature will, without the aid of any previous and formal instruction, 
sufficiently account for the first attempts. As speakers existed be- 
fore grammarians, and reasoners before logicians ; so doubtless there 
were orators before there were rhetoricians, and poets before critics. 
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The first impulse toward the attainment of every art is from nature. 
The earliest assistance and direction that can be obtained in the rhe- 
torical art, by which men operate on the minds of o^ers, arises from 
the consciousness a man has of what operates on* his own mind» 
aided by the sympathetic feelings, and by that practical experience 
of mankind, which individuals, even, in thp rudest state of society, 
are capable of acquiring. The next . step is to observe and discrimi- 
nate, by proper appellations, the different attempts, whether modes of 
arguing, or forms of speech, that have been employed for the pur- 
poses of explaining, convincing, pleasing, moving, and persuading. 
Here we have the beginnings of the critical science. The third step 
is to compare, with diligence, the various effects, favourable or unfa- 
vourable, of those attempts, ciC^efully taking into consideration every 
attendant circumstance, by which the success appears to have been 
influenced, and by which one may be enabled to discover to whal 
particular purpose each attempt is adapted, and in what circumstan- 
ces only to be used. The fourth and last is to canvass those prin- 
ciples in our nature, to which the various attempts are adapted, and 
by which, in any instance,, their success, or want of success^may be 
accounted for. By the first step the critic is supplied with materials* 
By the second, the materials are distributed and classed, the forms of 
argument, the tropes and figures of speech, with their divisions and 
subdivisions, are explained. By the third, the rules of composition 
are discovered, or the method of combining and disposing the several 
materials, so as that they may be perefctly adapted 16 the end in 
view. By the fourth, we arrive at that knowledge of human nature, 
which, Ji>eside its other advantages, adds both weight and evidence 
to all precedent discoveries and rules. 

The second of the steps above mentioned, which, by the way, is 
the first of the rhetorical art, for all that precedes is properly supplied 
by Nature, appeared to the author of Uudibras the utmost pitch that 
had even 19 his time been attained : 

For all a rhetorician's rules ' 

Teach nothing but to name his to^is.* . . 

In this, however, the matter hath been exaggerated by the satirist. 
Considerable progress had been made by the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, in devising the proper rules of composition, not only in the 
two sorts of poesy, epic and dramatic, but also in the three sorts of 
orations, which were in most frequent use among them, the delibera- 
tive, the judiciary, and the demonstrative. And I must acknowledge 
that as far as I have been able to discover, there has been little or 
no improvement in this respect made by the moderns. The obser- 
vations and rules transmitted to us from these distinguished names in 
the learned world, Aristotle Cicero, and Quintilian, have been for 
the most part only translated by later critics, or put into a modish 
dress and new arrangement. And as to the fourth and last step, it 
may be^ said to bring us into a new country, of which, though there 
have been some successful incursions occasionally made upon its 
frontiers, we are not yet in full possession. 

• Parti, canto 1. 



8 



IN TRODUCTIOK . 



The perforroance which, of all those I happea to he acquainted 
with, seems to have advanced farthest in this way is, the ^emenh of 
Criticiam. But the subject of the learned and ingenious author of 
that work is rather too multifarious, to admit so narrow a scrutiny a» 
would be necessary for a perfect knowledge of the several parts. 
Everything that is an object of taste, tctdpturCf painting ^muaic, archi- 
tecture^ Bxid gardenings as well na poetry and eloquence, come within 
bis plan. On the other hand, though his subject be more multiform, 
it is in respect of its connexion with the mind less extensive than that 
here proposed. All those particular arts are examined only on that 
side, wherein there is found a pretty considerable coincidence with one 
another ; namely, as objects of taste, which by exciting sentiments of 
grandeur, beauty, novelty, and the like, are calculated to delight the 
imagination. In this view, eloquence comes no farther under consi- 
deration, than as a fine art, and adapted, like the other above men- 
tioned, to please the fancy, and to move the passions. But to treat 
it also as an useful art, and closely connected with the understanding 
and the will, would have led to a discussion foreign to his purpose. 

I am aware, that, from the deduction given above, it may be urged, 
that the fact as here represented, seems to subvert the principle for- 
merly laid down, and that as practice in the art has given the first 
scope for criticism, the former cannot justly be considered as deriving 
light and direction from the latter ; that, on the contrary, the latter 
ought to bb regarded as merely affording a sort of intellectual enter- 
tainment to speculative men. It may be said, that this science, how- 
ever entertaining, as it must derive all its light and information from 
the actual examples in the art, can never in return be subservient to 
the art, from which alone it has received whatever it has to bestow. 
This objection, however specious, will not bear a near examination. 
For let it be observed, that though in all the arts the first rough drafts 
or imperfect attempts that are made, precede every thing that can be 
termed criticism, they do not precede every thing that can be termed 
knowledge, which every human creature that is not an idiot, is every 
day from his birth, acquiring by experience and observation. This 
knowledge, must of necessity precede even those rudest and earliest 
essays ; and if in the imperfect and indigested state in which knowl- 
edge must always be found in the mind that is rather self-taught, than 
totally untaught, it deserves not to be dignified with the title of Science, 
neither does the first awkward attempt in practice, merit to be honoured 
with the name of Art. As is the one, such is the other. It is enough 
fbr my purpose, that something n^iust be known, before any thing in 
this way, with a view to an end, can be undertaken to be done. 

At the same time it is acknowledged, that as man is much more an 
active than a contemplative being, and as generally there is some view 
to action, especially in uncultivated minds, in all their observations 
and inquiries, it cannot be doubted that, in composition, the first 
attempts would be in the art, and that afterwards, from the compari- 
son of different attempts with one another, and the consideration of 
the success with which they had been severally attended, would arise 
gradually the rules of criticism. IN or can it, on the other hand, be 
pleaded with any appearance of truth, that observations derived from 
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th« produotiong of an art, can be of no service for the improvement of 
that art, and eonsequentlj of no benefit to future artists. On the con- 
trary, it is thus that every art, liberal or mechanical, elegant or use- 
ful, except those funded in pure mathematics, advances towards 
perfection. From observing similar, but different attempts and expe- 
riments, and from comparing their effects, general remarks are made, 
which serve as so many rules for directing future practice ; and from 
comparing such general remarks together, others still more general 
are deduced. A few individual instances serve as a foundation to 
those observations, which, when once sufficiently established, extend 
their influence to instances innumerable. It is in this way that, on 
experiments comparatively few, all the physiological sciences have 
been reared ; it is in this way, that those comprehensive truths were 
first discovered, which have had such an unlimited influence on the 
most important arts, and given man so vast a dominion over the ele- 
ments, and even the most refractory powers of nature. It is evident 
therefore, that the artist and the critic are reciprocally subservient, 
and the particular province of each is greatly improved by the assist- 
ance of the other. 

But it is not necessary here to enter farther into this subject ; 
what I shall have occasion afterwards to advance on the acquisition 
of experiencot and the manner of usingit, will be a sufficient illus- 
tration. 
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TfiS NATtTRB AND tOUNDATlONS OT BLOQ,UBlfCE. 



CHAPTER 1/ 

fitoqtience in Hie lariveet acceptation defimed, ?ta more gieneral forms exhibited, 
with their different objects, eida, and cbarac^rt. 

IfT speaking th«re is always some end proposed, or softie effect 
which the speaker intends to produce in the Imarer. The M'ord efo- 
qumce in its greatest latitude denotes^ That art or talent by which 
the dtscotirse is adapted to its end," ♦ 

All the ends of speaking are reducible to four ; evdrv speech being 
intemded to enlighten the understanding, to please the imagination, to 
MOTB the passions, or to influence the will. 

Any one discourse admits only one of these ends as the principal* 
Nevertheless, in discoursing on a subject, many things may be intro- 
duced, which are more immediately and apparently directed to some 
of the other ends of speaking, and not to that which is the chief intent 
of the whole. But then these other and immediate ends are in effect 
but means, and roust be rendered conducive to that which is the pri- 
mary intention. Accordingly, the propriety or the impropriety of the 
introduction of such Becondary ends, will always be inferred fVom 
their subservietlcy or want of subsenriency to that end, which is, in 
respect of them, the ultimate. — For example, a discourse addressed 
to the understanding, and calculated to illustrate or evince some point 
purely speculative, may borrow aid from the imagination, and admit 
metaphor and comparison, but not the bolder and more striking 

* Dicere secundum virtutem orationis. Scientia bene dicendi.** Ctninti- 
Han. The word dtHjuencBf in commoh conversation, is seldom used in stich a 
comprehensive sense. I have, however, made choice of this definition on a 
double acconnt: lst« It exacUy corresponds to TuUy^s idea of a perfect orator; 
« Optimus est orator qui dicendo animos audientinm et docet, et deleotat, et 
perawvet" Sdly, It is beat adapted to the subject of these papen. See the 
note on page 14. 
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figures, as that called vision or fiction,* prosopopoeia, and the like, 
which are not so much intended to elucidate a subject, as to excite 
admiration. Still less will it admit an address to the passions, which, 
as it never fails to disturb the operation of the intellectual faculty, 
must be regarded by every intelligent hearer as foreign at least, if not 
insidious. It is obvious, that either of these, far from being subser- 
vient to the main design, would distract the attention from it. 

There is indeed one kind of address to the understanding, and only 
one, which, it may not be improper to observe, disdains all assistance 
whatever from the fancy; The address I mean is mathematical de- 
monstration. As this doth not, like moral reasoning, admit degrees 
of evidence, its perfection in point of eloquence, if so uncommon an 
application of the term may be allowed, consists in perspicuity. Per- 
spicuity here results entirely from propriety and simplicity of diction, 
and from accuracy of method, where the mind is regularly, step by 
step, conducted forwards in the same track, the attention no way 
diverted, nothing leA to be supplied, no one unnecessary word or idea 
introduced.! On the contrary, an harangue framed for affecting the 
hearts or influencing the resolves of an assembly, needs greatly the 
assistance both of intellect and of imagination. 

In general it may be asserted, that each preceding species, in the 
order above exhibited, is preparatory to the subsequent ; that each 
subsequent species is founded on the preceding ; and that thus they 
ascend in a regular progression. Knowledge, the object of the intel- 
lect, furnisheth materials for the fancy ; the fancy culls, compounds, 
and, by her mimic art, disposes these materials so as to effect the 
passions ; the passions are the natural spurs to volition or action, and 
so need only to be rightly directed. This connexion and dependency 
will better appear from the following observations. 

When a speaker addresses himself to the understanding, he pro- 
poses the instruction of his hearers, and that, either by explaining 
some doctrine unknown, or not distinctly comprehended by them, or 
by proving some position disbelieved or doubted by them. In other 
words, he proposes either to dispel ignorance or to vanquish error. 
In the one, his aim is their information; in the other, their conviction* 
Accordingly, the predominant quality of the former is perspicuity ; 
of the latter, argument. By that we are made to know, by this to 
believe. 

The imagination is addressed by exhibiting to it a lively and beau- 
tiful representation of a suitable object. As in thi# exhibition, the 
task of the orator may, in some sort, be said, like that of the painter, 
to consist in imitation, the merit of the work results entirely from these 

* By vision or fiction is understood, that rhetorical figure of which Ctuintilian 
says, *'CtuaB (pauravias Grseci vocant, nos sand visiones appellamus, per quas 
imagines rerum absentium ita reprssentantur animo, ut eas cernere ocuhs ac 
proBsentes habere videamur.*' 

-f or this kind Euclid hath given us the most perfect models, which have not, 
I think, been sufficiently imitated by later mathematicians. In him you find 
the exactest arrangement inviolably observed, the properest and simplest, and 
by consequence, the plainest expressions constantly used, nothing deficient, 
nothing superfluous ; in brief, nothing which in more, or fewer, or other words, 
or words otherwise disposed, could have been better expressed. 
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two sources ; dignity, as well in the subject or thing iniialed, as in 

the manner of imitation ; and resemblance, in the portrait or per- 
formance. Now the principal scope for this class being in narra- 
tion and description, poetry, which is one mode of oratory, es- 
pecially epic poetry, must be ranked under it. The effect of 
the dramatic, at least of tragedy, being upon the passions, the 
drama falls under another species, to be explained afterwards* 
But that kind of address of which I am now treating, attains 
the sumilnit of perfection in the atiblime^ or those great and noble 
images, which, when in suitable colouring presented to the mind, do, 
as it were, distend the imagination with some vast conceptiott, and 
quite ravish the soul. 

The sublime, it may be urged, as it raiseth admiration, should be 
considered as one species of address to the passions. But this ob* 
jection, when examined, will appear superficial. There are few words 
m any language (particularly such as relate to the operations and feel- 
ings of the mind) which are strictly univocal. Thus admiration^ 
when persons are the object, is commonly used for a high degree of 
esteem ; but when otherwise applied, it denotes solely an internal 
taste. It is that pleasurable sensation which instantly arises on the 
perception of magnitude, or of whatever is great and stupendous in 
its kind. For there is a greatness in the degrees of quality in spirit* 
ual subjects, analogous to that which subsists in the degrees of quan- 
tity in material things. Accordingly, in all tongues, perhaps without 
exception, the ordinary terms, which are considered as literally ex- 
pressive of the latter, are also used promiscuously to denote the 
former. Now admiration, when thus applied^ doth not require to its 
production, as the passions generally do, any reflex view of motives 
or tendencies, or of any relation either to private intere^, or to the 
good of others ; and ought therefore to be numbered among those 
original feelings of the mind, which are denominated by some the 
reflex senses, being of the same class with a taste of beauty, an ear 
for music, or our moral sentiments. Now the immediate view of 
whatever is directed to the imagination (whether the subject be things 
inanimate or animal forms, whether characters, actions, incidents, or 
manners) terminates in the gratification of some internal taste ; as a 
taste for the wonderful, the fair, the good ; for elegance, for novelty, 
or for grandeur. 

But it is evident, that this creative faculty, the fancy, frequently 
lends her aid in promoting still nobler ends. From her exuberant 
stores most of those tropes and figures are extracted, which, when 
properly employed, have such a, marvellous ef&cacy in rousing the 
passions, and by some secret, sudden, and inexplicable association. 



address of the orator is not ultimately intended to astonish by the lof- 
tiness of his images, or to delight by the beauteous resemblance which 
his painting bears to nature ; nay, it will not {Permit the hearers even 
a moment's leisure for making the comparison, but as it were by some 
magical spell, hurries them, ere they are aware, into love, pity, grief, 
terror, desire, aversion, fury, or hatred. It therefore assumes the 
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^mmmmtmm €i patkeiie^* vUck is the ckvactaristic oTlbBtlMd 
•praei of dncome, that addressed to the passions. 

Fioallj, as tliat kind, the most complex o£ all, which is cakubtad 

to influeoce the will, aod persuade to a certain conduct, is in realitj 
an artful mixture of that which proposes to convince the judgment, 
and that which interests the passions, its distinguishing excellencj 
results from these two, the argumentative and the pathetic incorpo- 
rated together. These acting with united force, and, if I may so ex- 
press myself, in concert, constitute that passionate eviction, that 
wtmee oi contention, which is admirably fitted for persuasion, and 
hath always been regarded as the supreme qualification in an oiator.t 
It is this which bears down every obstacle, and procures the speaker 
an irresistible power over the thoughts and purposes of bis audience. 
It is this which hath been so justly celebrated as giving one man an 
aacondant over others, superior even to what despotism itself can 
bestow ; since by the latter the more ignoble part only, the body and 
its members are enslaved ; whereas fi-om the dominion of the former« 
nothing is exempted, neither judgment nor afiection, not even the in- 
most recesses, the most latent movements of the soul. What oppo- 
sition is he not prepared to conquer, on whose arms reason hath con- 
ferred solidity and weight, and passion such a sharpness as enables 
them, in defiance of every obstraction, to open a speedy passage to 
the heart? 

It is not however, every kind of pathos, which will give the orator 
so great an ascendency over the minds of his hearers. All paa- 

* I am sensible that tfaii word is commonly used io a more limited teme, 
for that only which excites commiseration. Perhaps the word impassioned 
would answer better. 

f This animated reasoning the Greek rhetoricians termed Icivottk^ which, 
from signifying the principal excellency in an orator, came at length to denote 
oratory itself. Ana as vehemence and eloquence became synonymoas, the 
latter, suitably to this way of thinking, was sometimes defined the art of per* 
itiasion. But that this definition is defective, appears even from their own wri- 
tings, since in a consistency with it, their rhetorics could have comprehended 
those orations called dtmanstrativet the design of which was not to persaade, 
but to please. Yet it is easy to discover the origin of this defect, and that both 
from the nature of the thing, and from the customs which obtained among both 
Greeks and Romans. First, from the nature of the thing, for to persuade pre- 
supposes in some degree, and therefore may be understood to imply, all the 
other talents of an orator, to enlighten, to evince, to paint, to astonish, to in- 
flame : but this doth not hold inversely ; one may explain with clearness, and 
prove with energy, who is incapable oi the sublime, the pathetic, and the vehe- 
ment ; besides, this power of persuasion, or, as Cicero chills it, posse volun- 
tates hominum impellere quo velis, unde velis, deducere," as it makes a man 
master of his hearers, is the most considerable in respect of consequences. Se- 
condly, from ancient customs. Ail their public orations were ranked under 
three classes, the demonstrative, the judiciary, and the deliberative. In -the 
two last it was impossible to rise to eminence, without that important talent, 
the power of persuasion. These were in much more frequent use than the first, 
and withal the surest means of advancing both the fortune and the fame of the 
orator ; for as on the judiciary the lives and estates of private persons depended, 
on the deliberative huno the resolves of senates, the fate of kingdoms, nay of 
the most renowned republics the world ever knew. Consequently, to excel in 
these, must have been the direct road to riches, honours, and preferment. No 
wonder then that persuasion should almost wholly engross the rhetorician's 
notice. 
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sl<m8 are nol iiltke capable of produ^g this effect. Some are 
naturally inert affd torpid ; they deject the mind, and indispose it for. 
enterprise. Of this kind are sorrow^ fear, shame, humitity. Others 
OA the contrary, Novate the soul, and stimulate to action. Such are 
hope, patriotism, ambition, emulation, anger. These, with the great* 
est faolity, are made to concur in direction with arguments exciting 
to resolution and activity ; and are, consequently, the fittest for pro^ 
ducing, what, for want of a better term in our language, I shallbooce- 
forth denominate the vehement. There is, besides, an intermediate 
kind of passions, which do not so congenially and directly either re^ 
strain us from acting, or incite 4is to act ; but, by^ the art of the 
speaker, caa in an oblique manner, be made conducive to either. 
Such are joy, love, esteem, compassioa. Nevertheless, all these 
kinds may find a place in suasory discourses, or such as are intended 
to operate on the will. The first is properest for dissuading ; the 
second, as hath been already hinted, for persuading ; the third, ia 
equally accommodated to both. 

Guided by the above refleetiona, we may easily trace that coq« 
nexion in the various forms of eloquence, which was remarked on 
distinguishing them by their several objects. The imagination is 
charmed by a finished picture, wherein even drapery and ornament 
are not neglected ; for here the end is pleasure. Would we pene- 
trate farther, and agitate the soul, we must exhibit only some vivid 
^strokes, some expressive features, not decorated as for show, (all 
ostentation bemg both despicable and hurtful here,) but such as ap- 
pear the natural exposition of those bright and deep impressions, 
made by the subject upon the speaker's mind ; for here the end is not 
pleasure, but emotion. Would we not only touch the heart, but win 
it entirely to co-operate with our views, those afiecting lineaments 
must be so interwoven with our argument, as that, from the passion 
excited, our reasoning may derive importance, and so be fitted for 
commanding attention ; and by the justness of the reasoning, the 
passion may be more deeply rooted and exiforced ; and that thus, 
both naay be made to conspire in effectuating that persuasion which 
is the end proposed. For here, if I may adopt the schoolmen's lan- 
guage, we do not argue to gain barely the assent of the understand- 
iog, but, .which is infinitely more important, the consent of the will.* 
To prevent mistakes, it will not be beside my purpose further, to 
remark, that several of the terms above explained, are sometimes 
used by rhetoricians and critics in a much larger and more vague 
signification, than has been given them here. Sublimity and vebe- 
Dience, in particular, are often confounded, the latter being consi^ 
dered a species of ^e former. In this manner, has this subject 
been treated by that' great master, Longinus, whose acceptation of 
the term sublime^ js extremely indefinite, importing an eminent de- 
gree of almost any excellence of speech, of whatever kind. Doubt- 
less, if things themselves be understood, it does not seem material 

♦ This subordination is beautifully and concisely expressed by Hersan in 
Hollin. '* Je conclus que la veritable eloquence est celle qui persuade ; qu'elle 
ne persuade ordinairement qu'en touchant; qu'elle ne touche que par des 
choses et par des id^es palpables.^' 
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what names are aaslgoed them. Tet h k both more aGcwata, and 

proves no inconsidenitble aid to the right understanding of things, to 
discriminate by different signs suc^j^ as are trulj different. And Uiat 
the two qualities above mentioned« are of this number, is undeniable, 
since we can produce passages full of vehemence, wherein no image 
is presented, which, with an^ propriety, can be termed great or sub- 
lime.* In matters of criticism, as in the abstract sciences, it is of 
the utmost consequence to ascertain, with precision, the meanings of 
words, and, as nearly as the genius of the language in which one 
writes will permit, to make them correspond to the boundaries as- 
signed by Nature to the things signified. That the lofty and the ve- 
hement, though still distinguishable, are sometimes combined, and 
act with united force, is not to be denied. It is then only that the 
orator can be said to fight with weapons, which are at once sharp, 
massive, and refulgent, which, like Heaven's artillery, dazzle while 
they strike, which overpower the sight and the heart in the same in- 
stant. How admirably do the two fore-named qualities, when hap- 
pily blended, correspond in the rational to the thunder and lightning 
in the natural world, which are not more awfully majestical in sound 
and aspect, than irresistible in power. I 

* For an instance of this, let that of Cicero against Antony, sufiice. Tii istis 
faucibus, istislateribus, ista gladiatoria totius corporis firmitate, tantum vini in 
Hippie, nuptiis exhauseras, ut tibi necesse esset in populi Romani conspectu « 
Toniere postridie. O rem non modo visu foedam, sed etiam auditu ! Si hoc tibi 
inter ccsnam, in tuis immanibus illis poculis acciditset, quis non' tarpe duceret ? 
In entu vero populi Romani, negotium publicum gerens, magisfer equitum, eui 
nictare turpe esset, is vomens, fnistis esculentis vinum redolentibuis gremium 
suum et totura tribunal implevit" Here the vivacity of the address, in turning 
from the audience to the person declaimed against, the energy of the expres- 
sions, the repetition, exclamation, interrogation, and climax of aggravating 
circumstances, accumulated with rapidity upon one another, display in the 
strongest light, the turpitude of the action, and thus at once convince the judg- 
ment, and fire the indignation. It is therefore justly styled vehement But 
what is the image it presents 7 The reverse in every respect of the sublime ; 
what, instead of gazing on with admiration, we should avert our eyes from with- 
abhorrence. For, ho wearer it might pass in a Roman Senate, I question whe- 
ther Ciceronian eloquence itself could excuse the uttering of such things in any 
modern assembly, not to say a polite one. With vernacular expressions an- 
swering to these, vomere, ructare, frustis esculentis vinum redolentibus,'* our 
more delicate ears would be immoderately shocked. In a case of this kind, the 
more lively the picture is, so much the more abominable it is. 

t A noted passage in Cicero's oration for Cornelius Bulbus, will serve as an 
example of the union of sublimity with vehemence. Speaking of Pompey, who 
had rewarded the valour and public services of our orator^s client, by making 
him a Roman citizen, he says, Utrum enim, inscientem vultis contra foedera 
fecisse, ah sciehtem? Si scientem, O nomen nostri imperii, O populi Romani 
excellens dignitas, O Cneii Pompeii sic lat6 longeque di^usalaus, ut ejus glorias 
domicilium communis imperii tinibus terminetur : O nationes, urbes, populi, 
reges, tetrarchse, tyranni testes, Cneii Pompeii non solum virtutis in hello, sed 
etiam religionis in pace : vos denique muts regiones implore, et sola terrarum 
nltimarum vos maria, portus, insulae, littoraque, ^ue est enim ora, qusB sedes, 
qui locus, in quo non extent hujus c(im fortitudinis, turn vero humanitatis, turn 
animi/tum consilii, impressa vestigia ? Hunc quisquam incredibili quadam atque 
ina^dita gravitate, virtute, constantia praeditum, fcedera scientem neglexisse, 
Tolasse, rupisse, dicere audebit." Here every thing conspires to aggrandize 
the hero, and exalt him to something more than mortal in the minds of the 
uuditory; at the same time, every thing inspires the most perfect veneration 
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Thus much shall suffice for explaining the spiritt the intent, and 
the distinguishing qualities of each of the forementioned sorts of ad- 
dress ; ail which agree in thisi an accommodation to affairs of a se- 
rious and important nature. 

for his character, and the most entire confidence in his integrity and judgment 
The whole world is exhibited as no mor^ than a sufficient theatre for such a su- 
perior genius to act upon* How noble is the idea ! All the nations and poten- 
tutes of the earth, are, in a manner, produced' as witnesses of his valour and hia 
truth. Thus the orator at once fills the imagination with the immensity of the 
object, kindle^ in the breast an ardonr of taction and gratitude, and by so 
many accumulated evidences, convinces the understanding, and silences eyery 
doubt. Accordingly, the effect which the words above quoted, and some other 
things advanced in relation to the same personage, had upon the audience, as 
we lean from GtuintUian, was quite extraordinary. ' They extorted from them 
such demonstrations of their applause and admiration, as he acknowledges to 
have been but ^1-suited to the place and the occasion. He excuses it, how- 
ever, because he considers it^ not as a voluntary, but as a necesearv consequence 
of the impression made upon the minds of the people. His wordfs are remark- 
able: ''Atque ego illos credo qui aderant, nec sensisse quid facerent, nec 
sponte judicioque plausisse ; sed velut mente captos, et quo essent in loco if • 
naros, erupisse in nunc voluntatis afifectum," lib. viii. cap. 3. Without doubt, & 
considerable share of the effsci ought to be ascribed to the immense advantage 
which the action and prbnunciatioii of Uie orator would |^ve to his expression. 
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CHAPTER II. 

or WIT, HUlfOUR, Am RIDICULE. 

This article, coocerniDg eloquence in its largest acceptation. I 
canDot properly dismiss without making some obserraiiona on an- 
odier genos of oratory, in maoj things similar to the former, but 
which is natorallj suited to light and trivial matters. 

This also may be branched into three sorts, corresponding to those 
already discussed, directed to the fancy, the passions, and the will ; 
for that which illuminates the understanding, serves as a commoo 
foundation to both, and has here nothiog peculiar. This may be 
styled the eloquence of conversation, as the other is more stricdy 
the eloquence of declamation.* Not indeed, but that wit, humour, 
ridicule, which are the essentials of the former, may often be success- 
fully admitted into public harangues. And, on the other hand, sub- 
limity, pathos, vehemence, may sometimes enter the precincts of 
fflmiliar converse. To justify the use of such distinctive appella- 
tions, it is enough that they refer to those particulars which are pre- 
domioaiit io each, thoa§^ not peculiar to either. 



SECTION I. 

OF WIT. 

To consider the matter more nearly, it is the design of wit to excite 
in the mind an agreeable surprise, and that arising, not from any thing 
marvellous in the subject, but solely from the imagery she employs, 
or the strange assemblage of related ideas presented to the mind. 
This end is effected in one or other of these three ways ; first, in 
debasing things pompous or seemingly grave : I say seemingly grave, 
because to vilify what is U-uly grave, has something shocking in it, 
which rarely fails to counteract the end : secondly, in aggrandizing 
things little and frivolous : thirdly, in setting ordinary objects, by 
means not only renrwte, but apparently contrary, in a particular, and 
uncommon point of view, t This will be better understood from the 
following observations and examples. 

^ •In the latter of these, the ancients excel ; in the former, the modems. De- 
mosthenes and Cicero, not to say Homer and Virgil, to this day, remain unri- 
valled, and in all antiquity, Lucian himself not excepted, we cannot find a match 
for Swift and Cervantes. 

1 1 know no language which affords a name for this species of imagery, but 
the English. The French tBprit or bel esprit, though on some occasions rightly 
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The mtteriais empldyed hj wit io the grotesque pieces she ex- 
hibits, are partly derived from those common fountaias of whatever 
ts ifirected to the imaginative powers, the ornaments of elocution, and 
the oratorical figures, simile, apostrophe, antithesis, metaphor ; partly 
from those she in a manner appropriates to herself, irony, hyberpol^, 
allusion, parody, and (if the reader will pardon my descending so low,) 
paronomasia,* and pun. The limning of ^ii differs from the rhetori- 
cal painting above described in two respects. One is, that in the 
latter there is not only a resemblance requisite in that particular on 
which the comparison is founded, but there niust also be a general 
similitude in the nature and quality ,o{ that which is the basis of the 
imagery, to that which is the theme of discourse. In respect of dig- 



trayed by what is magnificent ; objects of importance by objects im- 
portant ; such as have grace by things graceful : Whereas the witty, 
though requiring an exact likeness in the first particular, demands, in 
the second a contraiiety rather, or remoteness. This enchantress 
exults in reconciling contradictions^ and in hitting on that special 
light and attitude, wherein you caa discover an unexpected similarity 
in objects, which, at first sight, appear the most dissimilar and hetero- 
geneous. ThuR high and low are coupled, humble and superb, mo- 
mentous and trivial, common and extraordinary. Addison, indeed* 
observes,! thiat wit is oflen produced, not by the resemblance, but by 
the opposition of ideas. But this, of which, however, he hath not 
given us an instance, doth not constitute a different species, as the 
repugnancy in that case will always be found between objects in 
other respects resembling; for it js to the contrast of dissimilitude 
and likeness, remoteness and relation in the same objects, that its 
|)eculiar effect is imputable. Hence we hear of the flashes and the 

tnuislated wU^ hath eoraixMnly a signification more extensiTe and generical. It 
must be owned, indeed^ that in conformity to the style of French critics, the 
term foil, in Eii^lish writings, bath been sometimes used with equal latitude. 
But this is certamly a perversion of the word from its ordinary sense, through 
an excessive deference to the manner and idiom of our ingenious neighbours, 
f ndeed, when an author varies the meaning in the same work, he not only ocoa^ 
/lions perplexity to his reafier, but falls himself into an apparent inconsistency. 
An error of this kind in Mr. Pope has been latelj^ pomted out by . a very inge- 
nious and judicious critic. In the essay on criticism it is said. 

True wit is nature to advantage dress'd : 
fiot itmnediately after this the poet adds. 

For works may have more wit than does ^em good. 

Now let VLB substitute the definition in place of the thing, and it will stand 
thus : A work may have more of nature dres9*d to advantage, than will do it 
good, This is impossible.; and it is evident, that the confusion arises f^om the 
poefs having annexed two different ideas to the saihe word." Webb's RemartLS 
on the Beauties of Poetry, Dialogue JI. 

* Paranomasia is properiy that figure which the French call jeu de molt. 
Such as Inceptio est amentium, baud amantium." Ter. Andr. Which 
tempted our attempt" Milt B. i. ^* To begird the Almighty's throne, beseech- 
ifag or besieging.*' • B. V. 

T Spectator. 
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4MUMi of wiii pfaiMM wUcb imply •uddeniMMv 8ttrpri«e« and oontra- 
riety. Thete are illustrated in die first by a terni which implies aa 
instantaneous emergence of light in darkness ; in the second, by a 
word which denotes an abrupt transition to things distant* For we 
may remark in passing, that though language be older than criticism, 
those expressions adopted by the former to elucidate matters of taste, 
will be found to haye a pretty close conformity to the purest discove- 
ries of the latter. 

Nay, of so much consequence here are surprise and novelty, that 
nothing is more tasteless, and sometimes disgusting, than a joke that 
has become stale by frequent repetition* For the same reason, even 
a pun or happy alluson will appear excellent when thrown out ex- 
temper^ in conversation, which would be deemed execrable in 
print. In like manner, a witty repartee is infinitely more pleasing 
than a witty attack. For though, in both cases, the thing may be 
equally new to the reader or hearer, the efiect on him is greatly in- 
jured, when there is ground to suppose, that it may be the slow pro* 
ductton of study and premeditation. This, however, holds most with 
regard to the inferior tribes of witticisms, of which their readiness is 
the best recommendation. 

The other respect in which wit differs from the illustrations of the 
graver orator, is the way wherein it afiects the hearer. Sublimity 
elevates, beauty charms, wit diverts. The first, as has been already 
observed, enraptures, and as it were, dilates the soul ; the second 
difiuseth over it a serene delight ; the third tickles the fancy, and 
throws the spirits into an agreeable vibration. 

To these reflections I shall subjoin examples in each of the three 
sorts of wit above explained. 

It will, however, be proper to premise, that if the reader should not 
at first be sensible of the justness of the solutions and explications to 
be given, be ought not hastily to form an unfavourable conclusion. 
Wherever there is taste, the witty and the humorous make themselves 
perceived, and produce their efiect instantaneously ; but they are of 
so subtle a nature, that they will hardly endure to be touched, much 
less to undergo a strict analysis and scrutiny. They are like those 
volatile essences, which, being too delicate to bear the open air, 
evaporate almost as soon as they are exposed to it. Accordingly, 
the wittiest things will sometimes be made to appear insipid, and the 
most ingenious frigid, by scrutinizing them too narrowly. Besides, 
the very frame of spirit proper for being diverted with the laughable 
in objects, is so difierent from that which is necessary for philosophi- 
zing on them, that there is a risk, that when we are most disposed to 
inquire into the cause, we are least capable of feeling the effect ; as 
it is certain, that when the effect hath its full influence on us, we have 
little inclination for investigating the cause. For these reasons, I 
have resolved to be brief in my illustrations, having oden observed, 
that, in such nice and abstract inquiries, if a proper hint do not suggest 
the matter to the reader, he will be but more perplexed by long and 
elaborate discussions. 

Of the first sort, which consists in the debasement of things great 
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and enuoenU Botlari amongst a tfaduaand odier ^utancas, balk given 
ut those wUch follow : 

And now had Pbcebus in the lap 
Of Thetis, taken out his nap : 
And, like a lobster boil'd, the morn 
From black to red began to turn.* 

Here the low allegorical st^^le of the first couplet, and the simile used 
in the second, afford us a just notion of this lowest species which m 
dii^gttished by the name of the ludicrotu. Another specimen from 
the same author you have in these lines : 

Great on the bench, ^eat in the saddle, 
That could as well bmd o'er as swaddle, 
Mighty be was at boCb of these, . 
And styl'd of tear as wbU as peac$ t 
So some rats of amphibious nature, 
Are either for the Umd or wottr.^ . 

In this coarse kind of drollery, those laughable translations or para* 
phrases of heroic and other serious poems, wherein the authors are 
said to be travestied, chiefly abound. 

To the same class those instances roust be referred, in which, 
though there is no direct comparison made, qualities of real dignity 
and importance are degraded, by being coupled with things mean and 
frivolous, as in some respect standing in the same predicament. An 
examj^le of this I shall give from the same hand. 

For wboa th^ restless Greeks sat down 
So many years, before Troy town. 
And wore itoown'd, as Homer writes. 
For well-sealed bools4 no less than %1>^ ' 

I shall only observe further, that this sort, who^e aim is to debase, 
delights in the most homely expressions, provincial idioms, and cant 
phrases. 

The second kind, consisting in the aggrandizement of little things, 
which is by far the most splendid, and displays a soaring imagination, 
these lines of Pope will serve to illustrate : 

As Berccynthia, while her offspring vie 
In homage to the mother of the sky. 
Surveys around her in the blest abode, 
An hundred sons, and every son a god : 
Not with less gloiy mighty Dulness crown'd) 
Shall take thro' Ginbstreet her triumphant round ; 
And her Parnassus glancing o'er at once. 
Behold a hundred sons, and each a dunce. || 

• Hndibras, Part IL Canto t Hudibras, Part I. Canto 1. 

I In aUusion to the Evkv>i/u^s Axacoc, an ext)re88ion which frequently occurs 
both in the Iliad and in the Odyssey. 
§ Hiidibnts, Part I. Canto 3. 
\ Dimdad, B. 
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Thia whole siraflitude is spirited. The parent of the celestials is 
contrasted by the daughter of night and chaos ; heayen by Crrob- 
street ; gods by dunces. Besides, the parody it contains on a beauti- 
ful passage in Virgil, adds a particular lustre to it.* This species 
we may term the thrasonical^ or the mock-majtatic. It affects the 
most pompous language and sonorous phraseology, as much as the 
other affects the reverse, the vilest and most grovelling dialect. 

.1 shall produce anotheiT^ example from the same writer, which is, 
indeed, inimitably fine. It represents a lady employed at her toilet, 
attended by her maid, under the allegory of the celebration of some 
solemn and religious ceremony. The passage is rather long for a 
quotation, but as the omission of any part would be a real mutilation, 
I shall give it entire. 

And now unveil'd, the toilet stands display^, 
Each silver vase in mystic order laid. 
First, rob'd in .white, the nymph intent adores, 
With head uncovered, the cosmotic powers. 
A heavenly image in the glass appears. 
To that she bends, to that her eyes she rears ; 
Th' inferior priestess at her altar's side, 
Trembling, begins the sacred rites of pride ; 
tJnnumber'd treasures opes at once, and here 
The various ofTerinos of the world appear j 
From each she nicely culls with curious toil. 
And decks the goddess with the glittering spoiL 
This casket India's glowing gems unlocks^ 
And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. 
The tortoise here and elephant unite : 
Transform'd to combs, the speckled and the white. 
Her files of pins extend their shining rows. 
Puffs, powders, patches, bibles, billet doux. 
Now awful beauty puts on all its arms. 
The fair each moment rises in her charms. 
Repairs her smiles, awakens every grace. 
And calls forth all the wonders of he face ; 
Sees by degrees a purer blush arise. 
And keener lightnmgs quicken in her eyes.t 

To this class also we must refer the applications of grave reflections 
to mere trifles. For that great and serious are naturally associated 
by the mind, and likewise little and trifling, is sufficiently evinced by 
the common modes of expression on these subjects used in every 
tongue. An apposite instance of such an appUcation, we have from 
Philips, 

My galligaskins, that have lon^ withstood 
The winter's fury and encroaching frosts, 
fiy time subdued, {whaJt wiil not time subdue !) 
An horrid chasm disclose.]: 

* The passage is this, 

Felix prole virum, qualis Berecynthia mater 
Invehitur curru Phrygias turrita per ubes, 
Lffita de6m partu, centum complexa nepotes, 
Omnes ccelicolas, omnea supera alta tenentes. iBtvEis. 
if Rapo of the Lock, Canto 1. X Splendid Shilling. 
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like to this, but not equal« is that of Yonngy 

One day his wife, (for who can wivea reclaim !) 
Levell'd herbarbaroas needle at his fame.* 

✓ 

To both the preceding kinds, the term burlesque is applied^ but espe- 
cially to the first 

Of the third species of wit, which is by far the most multifarious, 
and which results from what I may call the queeroess .or singularity 
of the imagery, I shall give a few specimens that will serve to mark 
some of its principal varieties. To illustrate all would be impossible. 

The first I shall exemplify is, where there is an apparent contra- 
riety in the thing she exhibits as connected. This kind of contrast 
we have in these lines of Garth, 

Then Hydrops next appears amongst the throng ; 

Bloated and big she slowly sails along: 

But like a miser in excess she's poor ; 

And pines for thirst amidst her watery store-f 

The wit in these lines doth not so much arise fi-om the comparison 
they contain of the dropsy to a miser, (which falls under the descrip- 
tion that immediately succeeds,) as from the union of contrariea they 
present to the imagination, poverty in the midst of opulence, and 
thirst in one who is already drenched in water. 

A second sort is, where the things compared are what with dialec- 
ticianii should come under the denomination of disparates^ being such 
aacan be ranked under no common genus. Of this I shall subjoin 
an example from Young, 

Health chiefly keeps an Atheist in the dark ; 

A fever argues better than a Clarke; 

Let but the loeie in his pidse decay, 

Then Grecian he'U renounce, and learn to pray.| 

Here, by implication, health is compared to a sophister, or darkener 
of the understanding, a fever to a metaphysical disputant, a regular 
pulse to false logic, for the word logic in the third line is used ironi- 
cally. In other words, we have here modes and substances, the 
affections of body, and the exercise of reason strangely, but not 
insignificantly linked together ; strang:ely, else the sentiment, how- 
evei^ just, could not be denominated witty ; significantly, because aa 
unmeaning jumble of things incongruous, would not be wit, but non- 
sense. 

A third variety in this species springs from confounding artfully the 
proper and the metaphorical sense of an expression/ In this way, 
one will assign as a motive, what is discovered to be perfectly absurd, 
whea but ever so little attended, to ; and yet, from the ordinary mean- 
ing of the words, hath a specious appearance on a single glance. Of 
this kind you have an instance in the subsequent lines. 



* UniveKsal Passion. 
I Univenwl Passion. 
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While thua thaij talkM, tbe kxuffA 

Tura'd th' outside of his eyes to white^ 
As men of inward li^ht are wont 
To turn their optics m upon'tr* 

For whither can they turn their eyes more properly than to the light 7 
A fourth variety much resembling the former, is when the argument 
or comparison, (for all argument is a kind of comparison,) is founded 
on the supposal of corporeal or personal attributes in what h strictly 
not susceptible of them, as in this, 

But Hudibrasgave him a twitch 
As quick as lightning in the breecfa^ 
Just in the place where honour's lodged, 
As wise philosophers have judg'd ; 
Because a kick m that place, more 
Hurts honour than deep wounds beforcf 

Is demonstration itself more satisfactory 1 Can any thing be hurt 
but where it is 1 However, the mention of this as the sage deduction 
of philosophers, is no inconsiderable addition to the wit. Indeed, 
this particular circumstance belongs properly to the first species 
mentionedt in which high and low, great and little, are coupled^ 
Another example oot unlike the preceding you have in these words^ 

What makes morality a crime 
The most notorious of the time ; 
Morality, which both the saints 
And wicted too crjr out against 7 
y^ause grace and virtue are within 
Prohibited degrees of kin : 
And therefore no true saint allows 
They shall be suffered to espouse.l 

When the two foregoing instances are compared together, we should 
say of the first, that it has more of simplicity and nature, and is there- 
fore more pleasing ; of the second, that it has more of ingenuity and 
conceit, and is consequently more surprising. 

The fifth and only other variety I shall observe, is that which 
ariseth from a relation not in the things signified, but in the signs of 
all relations, no doubt the slightest. Identity here gives rise to puns 
and clinches. Resemblance to quibbles, cranks, and rhymes : Of 
these I imagine, it is quite unnecessary to exhibit specimens. The 
wit here is so dependent on the sounds that it is commonly incapable of 
being transfused into another language, and, as among persons of 
taste and discernment, it is in less request than the other sorts above 
enumerated, those who abound in this, and never rise to any thing 
superior, are distinguished by the diminutive appellation of witlings. 

Let it be remarked in general, that from one or more of the three 
last mentioned varieties, those plebeian tribes of witticism, the conun- 
drums, the rebuses, the riddles, and some others, are lineally, though 
perhaps not all legitimately, descended. I shall only add, that I have 



♦ Hudibras, Part III. Canto 1. 
t Ibid. Part III. Canto 1. 



t Ibid. Part II. Canto 5« 
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not producecl the tbretiamed varieties as an exact enumeration of all 
the subdivisions of which the third species of wit is susceptible. It 
is capable, I acknowledge, of being almost infinitely diversified ; and 
it is principally to its various exhibitions, that we apply the epithets 
moriive, sprightly ^ ingenious^ according as they recede more or less 
from those of the declaimer. 



SECTION 11- 



OP HUMOUR. 

As wit is -the painting, humour is the pathetic, in this inferior sphere 
of eloquence. The nature and efficacy of humour may be thus 
unravelled. A just exhibition of any ardent or durable passion, 
excited by some adequate cause, instantly attacheth sympathy, the 
common tie of human souls, and thereby communicates the passion 
to the breast of the hearer. But when the emotion is either not 
violent or not durable, and the motive not any thing real, but imagi- 
nary, or at least quite disproportionate to the effect ; or when the 
passion displays itself preposterously, so as rather to obstruct than to 
promote its aim ; in these cases a natural representation, instead of 
fellow-feeling creates amusement, and universally awakens contempt. 
The portrait in the former case, we call pathetic^ in the latter, 
humorous.* It was said that the emotion must be either not violent 
or not durable. This limitation is necessary, because a passion, 
extreme in its degree as well as lasting, cannot yield diversion to a 
well-disposed mind^ bilt generally affects it with pity, not seldom 
with a mixture of horror and indignation. The sense of the rldicu- 

* It ought to be observed,' that this' term is also used to express any lively 
strictures of such specialities in temper and conduct, as to have neither moment 
enough to interest sympathy, nor incongruity enough to excite contempt. In 
this case, humour not bein^ addressed to passion, but to fancy, must be consi- 
dered as a kind of moral pamting, and differs from wit only in these two things; 
first, in that, character alone is the subject of the former, whereas all things 
whatever fall within the province of the latter : secondly, hnmour paints more 
simply by direct imitation, wit more variously by illustration and imagery. Of 
this kind of humour, merely graphical, Addison hath given us numberless 
examples in many of the characters he hath so finely drawn, and little incidents 
he hath so pleasantly related in his Tattlers and Spectators. I might remark of 
the word humour^ as I did of the term wit, that we scarcely find in other 
languages a word exactly corresponding. The "LitsXmfacetuR seems to come the 
nearest Thus Cicero, "Huic generi orationis aspergentur etiam sales, qui in 
dicendo mirura quantum valent : quorum duo genera sunt, unum facetiarum, 
alterum dicacitatis ; utetur utroque, sed altero in narrando allquid venust^ altero 
injaciendo mittendoqne ridiculo : cujus genera plura sunt." Orator 48. Here 
one would think, that the philosopher must have had in bis eye the diiS^erent 
provinces of wit and humour, calling the former dtcacitas^ the latter/acc/td;. It is 
plain^ however, that both by him and other Latin authors, these two words are 
often confounded. There appears, indeed, to be more uniformity in the use that 
is m^de of the second tenn, than in the applictition of the first. 

4 
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loiifl, though inyariablj the same, is io this case totally sonnouDted 
by a principle of our nature, much more powerful. 

The passion which humour addresseth as its object is, as hath been 
signified above, contempt. But it ought carefully to be noted, that 
every address, even every pertinent address to contempt, is not 
humorous. This passion is not less capable of being excited by the 
severe and tragic, than by the merry and comic manner. The sub- 
ject of humour is always character, but not every thing in character ; 
its foibles generally, such as caprices, little extravagancies, weak 
anxieties, jealousies, childish foundness, pertness, vanity, and self- 
conceit One finds the greatest scope for exercising this talent in 
telling familiar stories, or in acting any whimsical part in an assumed 
character. Such an one we say, has the talent of humouring a tale, 
or any queer manner which he chooseth to exhibit. Thus we speak 
of the passions in tragedy, but of the humours in comedy ; and even 
to express passion as appearing in the more trivial occurrences of 
life, we commonly use this term, as when we talk of good humour, ill 
humour, peevish or pleasant humour ; hence it is that a capricious 
temper we call humorsome, the person possessed of it, a humorist, 
and such facts or events as afford subject for the humorous, we de- 
nominate comical. 

Indeed, comedy is the proper province of humour. Wit is called 
in solely as an auxiliary, humour predominates. The comic poet 
bears the same analogy to the author of the mock-heroic, that the 
tragic poet beare to the author of the epic; The epos recites, and 
advancing with a step majestic and sedate, engageUi all the nobler 
powers of imagination, a sense of grandeur, of beau^, and of order ; 
tragedy personates, and thus employing a more rapid and animated 
diction, seizeth directly upon the heart. The little epic, a narrative 
intended for amusement, and addressed to all the lighter powers of 
fancy, delights in the excursions of wit : the production of the comic 
muse, being a representation, is circumscribed by narrower bounds, 
and is all life and activity throughout. Thus Buckingham says with 
the greatest justness of comedy, 

Humottr is ail, WU should be only brought 
To turn agreeably some proper thought.* 

The pathetic and the facetious difier not only in subject and effect, 
as will appear upon the most superficial review of what hath been 
said, but also in the manner of imitation. In this the man of humour 
descends to a minuteness which the orator disdains. The former 
will often successfully run into downright mimickry, and exhibit pecu- 
liarities in voice, gesture, and pronunciation, which in the other would 
be intolerable. The reason of the difference is this : That we may 
divert, by exciting scorn and contempt, the individual must be ex- 
posed ; that we may move, by interesting the more generous princi- 
ples of humanity, the language and sentiments, not so much of the 
individual, as of human nature, must be displayed. So very different. 
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or rather opposite, aro these two in this respect, that there could not 
be a more effectual expedient for undoing the charm of the most 
affecting representation, than an attempt in the speaker to mimic the 
personal singularities of the man for whom he desires to interest us* 
On the other hand, in the humorous, where the end is diversion, even 
over-acting, if moderate, is not improper. 

It was observed already, that though contempt be the only passion 
addressed by humour, yet this passion may with propriety and success 
be assailed by the severer eloquence, where there is not the smallest 
tincture of humour. This it will not be beside our purpose to 
specify, in order the more effectually to show the difference. Lord 
Bolingbroke, speaking of the state of these kingdoms from the time 
of the Restoration, has these words : — The two brothers, Charles 
and James, when in exile, became infected with popery to such 
degrees as their different characters admitted of. Charles had parts ; 
and his good understanding served as an antidote to repel the poison. 
James, the simplest man of his time, drank off the whole chalice. 
The poison met, in his composition, with all the fear, all the credulity, 
and all the obstinacy of temper proper to increase its virulence, and 

to strengthen its effect. Drunk with superstitious, and even 

enthusiastic zeal, he ran headlong into his own ruin, whilst he en- 
deavoured to precipitate ours. His parliament and his people did all 
they could to save themselves, by winning him. But all was vain. 
He had no principle oir which they could take hold. Even his good 
qualities worked against them ; and his love of his country went 
halves with his bigotry. How he succeeded we have heard from our 
fathers. The Revolution of one thousand six hundred and eighty- 
eight saved the nation, and ruined the king.''^ — <- Nothing can be 
more contemptuous, and, at theNsame time, less derisive, than thia 
representation. We should readily say of it, that it is strongly 
animated, and hstppily expressed ; but no man who understands 
English, would say it is humorous. I shall add one example from 
Dr. Swifl. " I should be exceedingly sorry to find the legislature 
make any new laws against the practice of duelling, because the 
methods are easy and many for a wise man to avoid a quarrel with 
honour, or engage in it with innocence. And I can discover no 
political evil in suffering bullies, sharpers, and rakes, to rid the world 
of each other by a method of their own, where the law hath not been 
able to find an expedient. 

Far a specimen of the humorous, take, as a cohtrast to the two 
last examples, ttke following delineation of a fop : 



And the ni^e conduct of a clouded cane,) 
With earnest eyes and round unthinking face, 
He first the snufl^box open'd, then the case, 
I And thus broke out, " My Lord, why, — what the devil ? 

ds ! — damn the lock ! — 'fore Gad^ you must be civil ! 
Plague on't ! — 'tis past a jest, — nay prithee, — pojc ! 
Give her the hair." — He spoke and rapp'd his box. 



* A letter to Sir William Wyndham. f Swift on Good Manners. 
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"It grievM me much,'* replied the peer again, 
" Who speaks so well, should ever speaE in Vain : 
But • 

This, both in the discriptive and the dramatic part, particularly in 
the draught it contains of the baronet's mind, aspect, manner, and 
eloquence, (if we except the sarcastic term jtisily, the double sense 
of the word open'd, and the fine irony couched in the reply,) is purely 
facetious. An instance of wit and humour combined, where they 
reciprocally set off and enliven each other, Pope hath also furnished 
us with in another part of the same exquisite performance. 

Whether the nymph shall break Diana's law, 
Or some frail cbina jar receives a flaw ; 
Or stain her honour, or her new brocade ; 
Forget her prayers, or miss a masquerade; 
Or lose her heart, or necklace, at a ball ; 
Or whether heaven has doom*d that Shock must falLf 

This is humorous, in that it is a lively sketch of the female estimate 
of mischances, as our poet's commentator rightly terms it, marked 
out by a few striking lineaments. It is likewise witty, for, not to 
mention the play on words like that remarked in the former example, 
a trope familiar to this author, you have here a comparison of — a 
woman's chastity to a piece of porcelain, — her honour to a gaudy 
robe, — her prayers to a fantastical disguise, — her heart to a trinket 
— and all these together to her lapdog, and that fbunded on one 
lucky circumstance (a malicious critic would perhaps discern or ima- 
gine more,) by which these things, how unlike soever in other respects, 
may be compared, the impression they make on the mind of a fine 
lady. 

Hudibras, so often above quoted, abounds in wit in almost all its 
varieties ; to which the author's various erudition hath not a little 
contributed. And this, it must be owned, is more suitable to the 
nature of his poem. At the same time it is by no means destitute 
of humour, as appears particularly in the different exhibitions of cha- 
racter given by the knight and his squire. But in no part of the 
story is this talent displayed to greater advantage than in the consult- 
ation of the lawyer, J to which I shall refer the reader, as the passage 
is too long for my transcribing. There is, perhaps, no book in any 
language, wherein the humorous is carried to a higher pitch of per- 
f(3ction, than in the adventures of the celebrated knight of La Man- 
cha. As to our English dramatists, who does not acknowledge the 
transcendent excellence of Shakspeare in this province, as well as in 
the pathetic? Of the latter comic writers, Congreve has an exuber- 
ance of wit, but Farquhar has more humour. It may, however, with 
too much truth, be affirmed of English comedy in general, (for there 
are some exceptions,) that, to the discredit of our stage, as well as 
of the national delicacy and discernment, obscenity is made too often 
to supply the place of wit, and ribaldry the place of humour. 



*Rape of the Lock, Canto 4. 
* Part III. Canto 3. 



t Rape of the Lock, Canto 2. 
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Wit aod humour, as abore explaioed* connnonly concur in a ten- 
dency to provoke laughter, by exhibiting a curious and unexpected 
aSinity ; the first generally by comparison, either direct or implied ; 
the second by connecting in some other relation, such as causality or 
vicinity, objects aparently the most dissimilar and heterogeneous ; 
which incongruous affinity, we may remark by the way, gives the true 
meaning of the word oddity ^ and is the proper object of laughter. 

The difference between these and that grander kind of eloquence 
treated in the first part of this chapter, I shall, if possible, still farther 
illustrate by a few similitudes borrowed from the optical science. 
The latter may be conceived as a plain mirror, which faithfully 
reflects the object, in colour, size, and posture. Wit, on the 
contrary, Proteus-like, transforms itself into a variety of shapes. 
It is now a convex speculum, which gives a just representation in 
form and colour, but withal reduces the grea^st objects to the most 
despicable littleness ; now a concave speculum, which swells the 
smallest trifles to an enormous magnitude ; now again a speculum, 
of a cylindrical, a conical, or an irregular make, which, though in 
colour, and even in attitude it reflects a pretty strong resemblance, 
widely varies the proportions. Humour,- when we consider the con- 
trariety of its effects, contempt and laughter, (which constitute what 
in one word is termed derision,) to that sympathy and love of\en pro- 
duced by the pathetic, may in respect of these be aptly compared to 
a concave mirror, when the object is placed beyond the focus ; in 
which case it appears by reflection, both diminished and inverted, 
circumstances, which happily adumbrate the contemptible and the 
ridiculous. 



SECTION III. 

OF RIDICULE. 

The intention of raismg a laugh is either merely to divert by that 
grateful titillation which it excites, or to influence the opinions and 
purposes of the hearers. In this, also, the risible faculty, when suit- 
ably directed, hath often proved a very potent engine. When this is 
the^view of the speaker, as there is always an air of reasoning con- 
veyed under that species of imagery, narration, or description, which 
stiinulates laughter, these, thus blended, obtain the appellation of 
ridicide, the poignancy of which hath a similar effect in futile sub- 
jects, to that produced by what is called the vehement in solemn and 
important matters. 

Nor doth all the difference between these lie in the dignity of the 
subject. ^Ridicule is not only confined to questions of less moment, 
but is fitter for refuting error than for supporting truth, for restraining 
from wrong conduct, than for inciting to the practice of what is right. 
Nor are these the sole restrictions ; it is not properly levelled at the 
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false, but at the abmrd in tenets ; nor can the edge of ridicule strike 
with equal force erery species of misconduct : it is not the criminal 
part which it attacks, but that which we denominate silly or fool- 
ish. With regard to doctrine, it is evident that it is not falsity or 
mistake, but palpable error or absurdity, (a thing hardly confutable 
by mere argument, which is the object of contempt ; and conse- 
quently those dogmas are beyond the reach of cool reasoning which 
are within the rightful confines of ridicule. That they are generally 
conceived to be so, appears from the sense universally assigned to 
expressions like these, Such a position is ridiculous. It doth not 
deserve a serious answer." Every body knows that they import 
more than It is false," being, in other words, This is such an ex- 
travagance as is not so much a subject of argument as of laughter." \ 
And that we may discover what it is, with regard to conduct, to which 
ridicule is applicable, we need only consider the different departments 
of tragedy and of comedy. In the last, it is of mighty influence ; 
into the first, it never legally obtains admittance. Those things which 
principally come under its lash are, awkwardness, rusticity, ign^ 
ranee, cowardice, levity, foppery, pedantry, and affectation of every 
kind. But against murder, cruelty, parricide, ingratitude, perfidy,* 
to attempt to raise a laugh, would show such an unnatural insensi- 
bility in the speaker, as would be excessively disgustful to any audi- 
ence. To punish such enormities, the tragic poet must take a very 
different route. 

Now from this distinction of vices or faults into two classes there 
hath sprung a parallel division in all the kinds of poesy which relate 
to manners. The epopee, a picturesque, or graphical poem, is either 
heroic, or what is called mock-heroic, and by Aristotle iambic,! from 
the measure in which poems of this kind were at first composed. 
The drama, an animated poem, is either in the buskin or in the sock ; 
for farce deserves not a place in the subdivision, being at most but a 
kind of dramatical apologue, whereof the characters are monstrous, 
the intrigue unnatural, the incidents oflen impossible, and which, 
instead of humour, has adopted a spurious bantling, called fun* To 
satisfy us that satire, whose end is persuasion, admits also the like 
distribution, we need only recur to the different methods pursued by 
the two famous Latin satirists, Juvenal and Horace. The one de- 
claims, the other derides. Accordingly, as Dry den justly observes,;]; 
vice is the quarry of the former, folly of the latter. § Thus, of the 

To this black catalogae an ancient Pagan of Athens or of Rome would have 
added adidtery^ but the modern refinements of us Christians (if without profa- 
nation we can so apply the name,) absoluetly forbid it, as nothing in our theatre 
is a more common subject of laughter than this. Nor is the laugh raised against 
the adulterer, else we might have some plea for our morals, if none for our 
taste ; but, to the indelible reproach af the taste, the sense, and the virtue of the 
nation, in his favour. How much degenerated from our worthier, though un- 
polished, ancestors, of whom Tacitus affirms, "Nemo illic vitia ridet; nec cor- 
rumpere et corrumpi saeculum vocatur.'' De Mor. Germ. c. 19. 
t Poet. 4. 

X Origin and Progress of Satire. 

§ The differences and relations to be found in the several forms of poetry 
mentioned, may be more concisely marked by the following scheme, which 
brings them under the view at once : 
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three graver form^, the ainiy whether avowed or latent, always is, or 
ought to be, ^e improvement of morals ; of the three lighter, the re- 
finement of manners.* But though the latter have for their peculiar 
object manners, in the limited and distinctive sense of that word, they 
may, with propriety, admit many things which direcdy conduce to 
the advancement of morals, and ought never to admit any thing which 
hath a contrary tendency. Virtue is of primary importance, both for 
the happiness of individuals, and for the well-being of society ; an ex* 
ternal polish is at best but a secondary accomplishment, ornamental 
indeed when it adds a lustre to virtue, pernicious when it serves only 
to embellish profligacy, and in itself comparatively of but little conse- 
quence, either to private or to public felicity.*!* 

Another remarkable difference, the only one which remains to be 
observed, between the vehement or contentious and the derisive, 
consists in the manner of conducting them. As in each there is a 
mixture of argiiment, this in the former ought, in appearance at least, 
to have the ascendant, but not in the latter. The attack of the 
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'These observations nvill enable us to nnderstand that of the poet 



-Ridiculum acri 



Fortius et melius magnas pleraraque seeat res.— Hoiu 

Great and sigpal^ it must bo owned, are the effects of ridicule ; but the subject 
must always appear to the ridiculer, and to those iofifected by his pleasantry, 
under the notion of littleness and futility, two essential requisites in the object 
•f contempt and risibility. 

. t Whether this attention has been always given to morals, particularly in 
comedy, must be left to the determination of those who are most conversant in 
that species of scenic representations. One may, however, venture to prognos- 
ticate, that if in any period it shall become fashionable to show no regard to 
virtue in such entertainments, if the here of the piece, a fine gentleman 
to be sure, adorned as usual with all the luperficial and exterior gracei which 
the poet can confer, and crowned with success in the end, shall be an unprin- 
cipled libertine, a man of more spirit, forsooth, than to be checked in his pur- 
suits by the restraints of religion, by a regard to the common rights of man- 
kind, or by the laws of hospitality and private friendship, which were accounted 
sacred among Pagans siud those whom we denominate barbarians ; then, in- 
deed, the stage will become merely the school of gallantry and intrigue ; thither 
the youth of botli sexes wilt resort, and will not resort in vain, in order to get 
rid of that troublesome corhpanion, modesty, intended by Providence as a guard 
to Virtue, and a check against licentiousness; there vice will soon learn to provide 
herself in a proper i9ock of effrontery, and a suitable address for effecting her 
designs, and triumphing over innocence j then, in fine, if religion, virtue, princi- 
ple, equity, gratitude, and good faith, are not empty sounds, the stage will prove 
the greatest of nuisances, and deserve to be styled the principal corrupter of the 
age. Whether such an era hath ever happened in the history of the theatre, 
m this or any other country, or is likely to happen, I do not take upon me to 
decide. 
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deckimer b diract and opon^ argumeat therefore is his ayowed aim. 
Ob the contrary, the passions which he excites ought never to appear 
to the auditors as the effects of his intention and address, but both in 
him and them, as the native, the unavoidable consequences of the 
subject treated, and of that conviction which his reasoning produces 
in the understanding. Although, in fact, he intends to move his audi- 
tory, he only declares his purpose to convince them. To reverse this 
method, and profess an intention to work upon their passions, would 
be in effect to tell them that he meant to impose upon their under- 
standings, and to bias them by his art, and, consequently, would be 
to warn them to be on their guard against him. Nothing is better 
founded than the famous aphorism of rhetoricians, that the perfection 
of art consists in concealing art.* On the other hand, the assault of 
him who ridicules is from its very nature covert and oblique. What 
we profess to contemn, we scorn to confute. It is on this account 
that the reasoning in ridicule, if at all delicate, is always conveyed 
under a species of disguise. Nay, sometimes, which is more 
astonishing, the contempt itself seems to be dissembled, and the 
rallier assumes an air of arguing gravely in defence of that which he 
actually exposeth as ridiculous. Hence, undoubtedly, it proceeds, 
that a serious manner commonly adds energy to a joke. The fact, 
however, is, that in this case the very dissimulation is dissembled. 
He would not have you think him in earnest, though he affects the 
appearance of it ; knowing that otherwise his end would be frustrated. 
He wants that you should perceive that he is dissembling, which no 
real dissembler ever wanted. It is, indeed, this circumstance alone, 
which distinguishes an ironical expression from a lie. Accordingly, 
through the thinness of the veil employed, he takes care that the sneer 
shall be discovered. You are quickly made to perceive his aim, by 
means of the strange arguments he produces, the absurd conse- 
quences he draws, the odd embarrassments, which in his personated 
character he is involved in, and the still odder methods he takes to 
disentangle himself. In this manner doctrines and practices are 
treated, when exposed by a continued run of irony ; a way of refu- 
tation which bears a strong analagy to that species of demonstration 
termed by mathematicians apagogical, as reducing the adversary to 
what is contradictory or impracticable. This method seems to have 
been first introduced into moral subjects, and employed with success, 
by the father of ancient wisdom, Socrates. As the attack of ridicule, 
whatever form it adopts, is always indirect, that of irony may be said 
to be reverted. It resembles the manner of fighting ascribed to the 
ancient Parthians, who were ever more formidable in flight than in 
onset; who looked towards one quarter, and fought towards the 
opposite ; whose bodies moved in one direction, and their arrows in 
the contrary, f 

It remains now to confirm and illustrate this branch of the theory, 

* Artis est celare artem. 

f Miles sagittas et celerem fugam 
Parthi perhorrescit. Hor. 



Fidentemque fuga Parthum versisque sagittis. Virc» 
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by suitable examples.- And, not to eacumber the reader with a n^ed - 
less multiplicity of excerptions, I shall first recur to those already 
produced. The first, second, and fifth passages from Buder, the 
first from Pope, the first from Youn^:, and the quotation from the 
Dispensary, though witty, have no ridicule in them. Their whole: 
aim is to divert by the oddness of the imagery. This merits a care- 
fiil and particular attention, as on the accuracy of our conceptions 
here depends, in a great measure, our forming a just notion of the 
relation which ridicule bears to wit, and of the distinction that 
subsists between them. Let this, therefore, be carefully remember- 
ed, that where nothing reprehensible, or supposed to be reprehensible, 
either in conduct or in sentiment is struck at, there is properly no 
satire, (or, as it is sometimes termed, emphatically enough, pointed 
wit,) and consequently do ridicule. 

The example that first claims a particular notice here is one from 
Young's Satires, 

Health chiefly keeps an Atheist in the dark, &c. 

The witnesses of this passage was already illustrated ; I shall now 
endeavour to show the argument couched under it, both which 
together constitute the ridicule. Atheism is unreasonable." Why ? 
**The Atheist neither founds his unbelief on reason, nor will attend 
to it. Was ever an Infidel in health convinced by reasoning ; or did 
he ever in sickness need to be reasoned with on this subject 1 The 
truth then is, that the daring principles of ^he libertine are solely 
supported by the vigour and healthiness of his constitution, which 
incline him to pleasure^ thoughtlessness and presumption ; accord-^ 
ingly you find, that when this foundation is subverted, the whole 
fabric of infidelity falls to pieces." There is rarely, however, so 
much of argument in ridicule as may be discoyered in this, passage. 
Generally, as was observed already, it is but hinted in a single word 
or phrase, or appears to be glanced at occasionally, without any direct 
intention. Thus, in the third quotation from Butler, there is an 
oblique thrust at Homer, for his manner of recurring so often, in 
poems of so great dignity, to such mean and trifling epithets. The 
fourth and the sixth satirize the particular fanatical practice, and 
fanatical opinion, to which they refer. To assign a preposterous 
motive to an action, or to produce an absurd argument for an opinion, 
is an innuendo, that no good motive or argument can be given.* 
The citations firom the Rape of the Lock are no otherwise to be con- 
sidered as ridicule, than as a lively exhibition of some follies, either 
in disposition or in behaviour, is the strongest dissuasive from imi- 
tating them. In this way humour rarely fails to have some rail]ery^ 
in it, in like manner as the pathetic often persuades without argument, 

f' * We have an excellent specimei^ of this sort of ridicule in Montesquieu's 
Spirit of Laws, B. XV. C. 5. where the practice of Europeans, in enslaving the 
negroes, is ironically justified, in a manner which does honour to the author's 
humanity and love of justice, at the same time that it displays a happy talent in 
liaicule. 

5 
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which, when obvious, is supplied by the judgment of the hearer.* 
The second example seems intended to disgrace the petty quaintness 
of a fop's manner, and the emptiness of his conversation, as being a 
huddle of oaths and nonsense. The third finely satirizes the value 
which the ladies too often put upon the merest trifles. To these I 
shall add one instance more from Hudibras, where it is said of priests 
and ezorcbts. 

Supplied with spiritual provision, 
And magazineH of ammunition, 
With crosses, relies, crucifixes, 
Beads, pictures, rosaries, and pixes, 
The tools of working out salvation, 
By mere mechanic operation.! 

The reasoning here is sufficiently insinuated by the happy application 
of a few words, such as mechanic tools to the work of salvation 5 
crosses, relics, beads, pictures, and other such trumpery, to spiritual 
provision. The justness of the representation of their practice, 
together with the manifest incongruity of the things, supply us at once 
with the wit and the argument. There is in this poem a great deal 
of ridicule; but the author's quarry is the frantic excesses of 
enthusiasm, and th^ base artifices of hypocrisy ; he very rarely, as in 
the above passage, points to the idiot gew-gaws of superstition. I 
shall only add one instance from Pope, which has something peculiar 
in it. 

Then sighing thus, " And am I now threescore? 

*' Ah ! why, ye gods ! should two and two make four ?'*t 

This, though not in the narrative, but in the dramatic style, is more 
witty than humorous. The absurdity of the exclamation in the 
second line is too gross to be natural to any but a madman, and, 
therefore, hath not humour. Nevertheless, its resemblance to the 
common complaint of old age, contained in the first, of which it may 
be called the analysis, renders it at once both an ingenious exhibition 
of such complaint in its real import, and an argument of its folly. 
But, notwithstanding this example, it holds in genera], that when any 
thing nonsensical in principal is to be assailed by ridicule, the natural 
ally of reason is wit ; when any extravagance or impropriety in con- 
duct, humour seldom fails to be of the confederacy. It may be further 
observed, that the words banter and 7^aillery are also used to signify 
ridicule of a certain form, applied indeed, more commonly to prac* 
tices than to opinions, and oftener to the little peculiarities of indi- 
viduals, than to the distinguishing customs or usages of sects and 
parties. The only difference in meaning, as far as I have remarked, 
between the two terms, is, that the first generally denotes a coarser, 
the second a finer sort of ridicule ; the former prevails most among 
the lower classes of the people, the latter only among persons of 
breeding. 



* Ridicule, resulting from a simple but humorous narration, is finely illustrated 
in the first ten or twelve provincial letters. 

t Part III. Canto 1. t Dunciad. 
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I sball conclude this chapter with observing, that though the gayer 
and more familiar eloquence, now explained, may oflen properly, as 
was remarked before, be admitted into public orations on subjects of 
consequence, such, for instance, as are delivered in the senate or at 
the bar, and even sometimes, though more sparingly, on the bench ; 
it is seldom or never of service in those which come from the pulpit. 
It is true, that an air of ridicule in disproving or dissuading, by 
rendering opinions or practices contemptible, hath occasionally been 
attempted, with approbation, by preachers of great naipe. I can only 
say, that when this airy manner is employed, it requires to be managed 
with the greatest care and delicacy, that it may not degenerate into a 
strain but ill adapted to so serious an occupation. For the reverence 
of the place, the gravity of the function, the solemnity of worship, the 
severity of the precepts, and the importance of the motives of religion ; 
above all, the awful presence of God, with a sense of which the mind, 
when occupied in religious exercises, ought eminently to be impress- 
ed ; all these seem utterly incompatible with the levity of ridicule. 
They render jesting impertinence, and laughter madness. There- 
fore, any thing in preaching which might provoke this emotion, would 
justly be deemed an unpardonable offence against both piety and 
decorum. 

In the two preceding chapters I have considered the nature of 
oratory in general, its various forms, whether arising from difference 
in the object, understanding, imagination, passion, will ; or in the 
subject, eminent and severe, light and frivolous, with their respective 
ends and characters. Under these are included all the primary and 
eharacteristical qualities of whatever can. pertinently find a place 
either in writing or in discourse, or can truly be termed fine in the 
one, or eloquent in the other. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THB DOCTRINE OF THB PRECEDINO CHAPTER DEFENDED. 

Before I proceed to another topic, it will perhaps be thought pro- 
per to inquire how far the theory now laid down and explained, coin- 
cides with the doctrines on this article to be found in the writings of 
philosophers and critics. Not that I think such inquiries and discus- 
sions always necessary ; on the contrary, I imagine they often tend 
but to embarrass the reader, by distracting his attention to a multi- 
plicity of objects, and so to darken and perplex a plain question. This 
is particularly the case on those points on which there hath been a 
variety of jarring sentiments. The simplest way and the most per- 
spicuous, and generally that which best promotes the discovery of 
truth, is to give as distinct and methodical a delineation as possible 
of one's own ideas, together with the grounds on which they are 
founded, and to leave it to the doubtful reader (who thinks it worth 
the trouble,) to compare the theory with the systems of other writerSf 
and then to judge for himself. I am not, however, so tenacious of 
this method, as not to allow that it may sometimes, with advantage, 
be departed from. This holds especially when the sentiments of an 
author are opposed by inveterate prejudices in the reader, arising from 
contrary opinions early imbibed, or from an excessive deference to 
venerable names and ancient authorities. 



SECTION I. 

Aristotle's account of The Ridiculous explained. 

Some, on a superficial view, may imagine, that the doctrine above 
expounded is opposed by no less authority than that of Aristotle. If 
it were, I should not think that equivalent to a demonstration of its 
falsity. But let us hear : Aristotle hath observed, that the ridicu- 
lous implies something deformed, and consists in those smaller faults, 
which are neither painful nor pernicious, but unbeseeming : thus, a 
face excites laughter wherein there is deformity and distortion with- 
out pain." For my part, nothing can appear more coincident than 
this, as far as it goes, with the principles which I have endeavour- 
ed to establish. The Stagyrite here speaks of ridicule, not of 
laughter in general, and not of every sort of ridicule, but solely of 
the ridiculous in manners, of which he hath in few words given a very 
apposite description. To take notice of any other laughable object 
would have been foreign to his purpose. Laughter is not his theme 
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but comedy, and laughtor only so far as comedy k concerned with it. 
Now the concern of comedy reaches no farther than that kind of ridi- 
cule which, as I said, relates to manners. The very words with 
which the above quotation is introduced, evince the truth of this* 
Comedy," says he, is, as we remarked, an imitation of things that 
are amiss ; yet it does not level at every vice."* He had remarked 
in the preceding chapter, that its means of correction are not re- 
proach; but ridicule."! Nor does the clause in the end of the sen- 
tence, concerning a countenance which raises laughter, in the least 
invalidate what I have now affirmed ; for it is plain, that this is sug- 
gested in a way of similitude, to illustrate what he had advanced, and 
not as a particular instance of the position he had laid down. For 
we can never suppose that he Would have called distorted features a 
certain fault or slip,";]; and still less that he would have specified this, 
as what might be corrected by the art of the comedian. As an in- 
stance, therefore, it would have confuted his definition, and shown 
that his account of the object of laughter must be erroneous, since 
this emotion may be excited, as appears from the example produced 
by himself, where there is nothing faulty or vicious in any kind or 
degree. As an illustration it was extremely pertinent. It showed 
that the ridiculous in manners (which was all that his definition re- 
garded,) was, as far as the different nature of the things would permit, 
analogous to the laughable in other subjects, and that it supposed an 
incongruous combination, where there is nothing either calamitous or 
destructive. But that in other objects unconnected with either cha-f 
racter or conduct, with either the body or the soul, there might not be 
images or exhibitions presented to the mind, which would naturally 
provoke laughter, the philosopher hath nowhere, as far as I know, so 
much as insinuated. 



SECTION II. 

HOBBES'S ACCOUNT OF LoUghieV EXAMINED. 

From the founder of the peripatetic school, let us descend to the 
philosopher of Malmesbury, who hath defined laughter ^* a sudden 
glory, arising from a sudden conception of some eminency in our- 
selves, by comparison with the infirmity of others, or with our own 
formerly."|| This account is, I acknowledge, incompatible with that 
given in the preceding pages, and, in my judgment, results entirely 

* The whole passage runs thus : 'H Se KafiaSta ertv, *<oovtp tiwoittv, mniivis 6av- 
X«T<p«ov ficv, ov ftt»roi Kara naaap tcaxiav aXXa rov ai^xpov tTi to ytXoiou jiopiov' to yap 
ytkoiow <r(v ii^aprnj/La n gat aur')(Oi avudvpov km ov ipBaprtKOv' iiov tvBvf to yeXoiov 
npoffonrov a(ff;^fwv rt gat iitTpanncvov av6V hJhvris, Poet 5. 

t Ov xpoyov aXXa to ytXoiow ipaftaTo jroirivaf, 

i ^KfMprm^a Tt. 

tl Human Nature, Chap. IX. $ 13. 
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froB « view of tke subject, whkh is in some respect partialt and in 
soHie respect false. It is in some respect partial. When laughter 

is produced bj ridicule, it is, doubtless, accompanied with some de- 
gree of contempt Ridicule, as hath been observed alreadj, has a 
double operation ; first on the fancy, by presenting to it such a group 
as constitutes a laughable object ; secondly, on the passion mentionedy 
by exhibiting absurdity in human character, in principles, or in con- 
duct : and contempt always implies a sense of superiority. No won- 
der then that one likes not to be ridiculed or laughed at. Now it is 
this union which is the great source of this author's error, and of his 
attributing to one of the associated principles, from an imperfect view 
of the subject, what is purely the etfect of the other. 

For, that the emotion called laughter doth not result from the con- 
tempt, but solely from the perception of oddity with which the passion 
is occasionally, not necessarily, combined, is manifest from the fol- 
lowing considerations. First, contempt may be raised in a very high 
degree, both suddenly and unexpectedly, without producing the least 
tendency to laugh. Of this, instances have been given already from 
Bolingbroke and Swift, and innumerable others will occur to those 
who are conversant in the writings of those authors. Secondly, 
laughter may be, and is daily produced by the perception of incon- 
gruous association, when there is no contempt. And this shows that 
Hobbes's view of the matter is false as well as partial. Men," 
says he, laugh at jests, the wit whereof always consisteth in the 
elegant discovering and conveying to our minds some absurdity of 
another."^ I maintain, that men also laugh at jests, the wit whereof 
doth not consist in discovering any absurdity of another ; for all jests 
do jiot come within bis descri|)tion. On a careful perusal of the fore- 
going sheets, the reader will find that there have been several instan- 
ces of this kind produced already, in which it hath been observed, 
that there is wit, but no ridicule. I shall bring but one other instance. 
Many have laughed at the queerness of the comparison in these lines. 

For rhyme the rudder is of verses, 

With which, like shipf, they steer their courses ;t 

who never dreamt that there was any person or party, practice or 
opinion, derided in them. But as people are often very ingenious in 
their manner of defending a favourite hypothesis, if any admirer of 
the Hobbesian philosophy should pretend to discover some class of 
men whom the poet here meant to ridicule, he ought to consider, that 
if any one hath been tickled with the passage to whom the same 
thought never occurred, that single instance would be sufficient to 
subvert the doctrine, as it would show that there may be laughter, 
where there is no triumph or glorying over any body, and consequently 
no conceit of one's own superiority. So that there may be, and often 
is, both contempt without laughter, and laughter without contempt. 
Besides, where wit is really pointed, which constitutes ridicule, that 

♦ Human Nature, Chap. IX. § 13. 
t Hudibras, Part I. Canto 1. 
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it is not from what gives the conceit of our own eminence by compa-> 
risen, but purely from the odd assemblage of ideas, that the laughter 
sfMrings, is evident from this, that if you make but a trifling alteration 
on the expression, so as to destroy the wit (which often turns on a 
very little circumstance,) without altering the real import of the sen- 
tence, (a thing not only possible but easy,) you will produce the same 
opinion, and the same contempt ; and consequently will give the 
same subject of triumph, yet without the least tendency to laugh : 
and conversely, in reading a well written satire, a man may be much 
diverted by the wit, whose judgment is not convinced by the ridicule 
or insiniiated argument, and whose former esteem of the object is not 
in the least impaired. Indeed, men's telling their own blunders, even 
blunders recently committed, and laughing at them, a thing not un- 
common in very risible dispositions, is utterly inexpficable on Hobbes's 
system. For, to consider the thing only with reg^ird to the lau^er 
hinftself, there is to him no subject of glorying, that is not counterba<^ 
lanced by an equal subject of humiliation, (he being both the person 
laughing, and the person laughed at,) and these two subjects must 
destroy one another. With regard to others, he appears solely under 
the notion of inferiority, as the person triumphed over. Indeed, as 
in ridicule, agreeably to the doctrine here propounded, there is always 
some degree, often but a very slight degree of contempt ; it is oot 
every character, I acknowledge, that is fond of presenting to others 
Buch subjects of mirth. Wherever one shows a proneness tp it, it is 
demonstrable that on that person sociality and the love of laughter 
have much greater influence than vanity or self-conceit : since, for 
the sake of sharing with others in the joyous entertainment, he can 
submit to the mortifying circumstance of being the subject. This, 
however, is in effect no more than enjoying the sweet which predo- 
minates, notwithstanding d little of the bitter with which it is mingled. 
The laugh in thjs case is so far from beihg expressive of the passion, 
that it is produced in spite of the passion, which operates against it, 
and if strong enough, wouki effectually restrain it. 

But it is impossible that there could be any enjoyment to him on 
the other hypothesis, which makes the laughter merely the expres- 
sion of a triumph, occasioned by the sudden display of one's own 
comparative excellence, a triumph in which the person derided could 
not partake. In this case, on the contrary, he must undoubtedly 
sustain the part of the weeper, (according to the account which the 
same author hath given of that .opposite passion,* as he calls it,) and 
" suddenly fall out with himself, on the sudden conception of defect." 
To suppose that a person in laughing enjoys the contempt of himself 
as a matter of exultation over his own infirmity, is of a piece with 
Cowley's description of envy exaggerated to absurdity, wherein she 
is said, 

To envy at the praise herself had won.t 
In the same way, a miser may be said to grudge the money that 
♦ Hobbes's Hum. Nat. Chap. IX. § 14. t Davideis, Book I. 
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himself bath ,got, or a glutton the repasts : for the last of praise as 
much termiDates in self, as avarice or gluttony. It is a strange sort 
of theory which makes the frustration of a passion, and the gratificar 
tion, the same thing. 

As to the remark, that wit is not the only cause of this emotion, 
that men laugh at indecencies and mischances ; nothing is more cer- 
tain. A well-dressed man falling into the kennel, will raise in the 
spectators a peal of laughter. But this confirms, instead of weaken- 
ing, the doctrine here laid down. The genuine object is always 
things grouped together, in which there is some striking unsuitable- 
ness. The effect is much the same, whether the things themselves 
are presented to the senses by external accident, or the ideas of them 
are presented to the imagination by wit and humour ; though it is 
only with the latter that the subject of eloquence is concerned. 

in regard to Hobbes's system, I shall only^remark further, that 
according to it, a very risible man, and a very self-conceited super- 
cilious man, should imply the same character, yet in fact, perhaps no 
two characters more rarely meet in the same person. Pride, and 
contempt, its usual attendant, considered in themselves, are unplea- 
sant passions, and tend to make men fastidious, always finding ground 
to be dissatisfied with their situation and their company. Accord- 
ingly, those who are most addicted to these passions, are not gene- 
rally the happiest of mortals. It is only when the last of these hath 
gotten for an alloy, a considerable share of sensibility in regard to 
wit and humour, which serves both to moderate and to sweeten the 
passion, that it can be termed in any degree sociable or agreeable* 
It hath been oflen remarked of very proud persons, that they disdain 
to laugh, as thinking that it derogates from their dignity, and levels 
them too much with the common herd. The merriest people, on the 
contrary, are the least suspected of being haughty and contemptuous 
people. The company of the former is generally as much courted 
as that of the latter is shunned. To refer ourselves to such univer- 
sal observations, is to appeal to the common sense of mankind. 
How admirably is the height of pride and arrogance touched in the 
character which Ceesar gives of Cassius ! 

He loves no plays 

As thou dost, Anthony ; he hears no music, 
Seldom He smiles, and smiles in such a sort, 
As if he mocked himself, and scorn'd his spirit, 
That could be mov'd to smile at any thing.* 

I should not have been so particular in the refutation of the English 
philosopher's system in regard to laughter, had I not considered a 
careful discussion of this question, as one of the best means of de- 
veloping some of the radical principles of this inquiry. 

* Shakspeare's Julius Caesar. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF THE RELATION WHICH ELOQUENCE BEARS TO LOGIC AND TO 

GRAMMAR. 

In contemplating a human creature, the most natural division of 
the subject is the common division into soul and body, or into the 
living principle of perception and of action, and that system of Mate- 
rial organs, by which the other receives information fro^i withouty 
and is enabled to exert its poivers, both for its otvn benefi^t and for 
that of the species. Analogous to this, there are two things in every 
discourse which principally claim our attention, the sense and the ex- 
pression ; or, in other words^ the thought, and the symbol by which 
it is communicated. These may be said to constitute the soul and 
the body of an oration^ or indeed^ of whatever is signified to another 
by language. For, as in man, each of these (;onstituent parts hath 
its distinctive attributes, and as the perfection of the latter consisteth 
in its fitness for serving the purposes of the former, so it is precisely 
with those two essential parts of every speech, the sense and the ex- 
pression. Now it is by the sense that rhetoric holds of logic, and by 
the expression that she holds of grammar. 

The sole and ultimate end of logic is the eviction of truth ; one 
important end of eloquence, though as appears from the first chapter^ 
neither the sole, nor always the ultimate, is the conviction of the 
hearers. Pure logic regards only the subject^ which is examined 
solely for the sake of information. Truth, as such is the proper aim 
of the examiner. Eloquence not only considers the subject^ but 
also the speaker and the hearers, and both the subject and the speaker 
for the sake of the hearers, or rather for the sake of the efiect intended 
to be produced in them. Now to convince the hearers is always 
either proposed by the orator as his end in addressing them, or sup- 
posed to accompany the accomplishment of his end. Of the five 
sorts of discourses above mentioned, there are only two wherein con- 
viction is the avowed purpose. One is that addressed to the under* 
standing, in which the speaker proposeth to prove some position dis- 
believed or doubted by the hearers ; the other is that which is calcU'^ 
lated to influence the will, and persuade to a certain conduct ; for it 
is by convincing the judgment, that he proposeth to interest the pas- 
sions, and fix the resolution. As to the three other kinds of discourses 
enumerated, which address the understanding, the imagination, and 
the passions ; conviction, though not the end, ought ever to accom<^ 
pany the accomplishment of the end. It is never formally proposed 
as an end where there are not supposed to be previous doubts or er- 
rors to conquer. But when due attention is not paid to it, by a pro-^ 
per management of the subject, doubts, disbelief, and mistake, will 
be raisea by the discourse itself, where there were none before* 
and these will not fail to obstruct the speaker's end, whatever it be. 
In exphnatory discourses, which are bf all kinds the simplest, there 
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a is certain precision of manner which ought to pervade the whole, 
and which, though not in the form of argument, is not the less satis- 
factory, since it carries internal evidence along with it. In harangues 
pathetic or panegyrical, in order that the hearers may be moved or 
pleased, it is of great consequence to impress them with the belief of 
the reality of the subject. Nay, even in those performances where 
truth, in regard to the individual facts related, is neither sought nor 
expected, as in some sorts of poetry, and in romance, truth still is an 
object to the mind, the general truths regarding character, manners, 
and incidents. When these are preserved, the piece may justly be 
denominated true, considered as a picture of life ; though false, con- 
sidered as a narrative of particular events. And even these untrue 
events must be counterfeits of truth, and bear its image ; for in cases 
wherein the proposed end can be rendered consistent with unbelief, it 
cannot be rendered compatible with incredibility. Thus, in order to 
satisfy the mind, in most cases, truth, and in every case, what bears 
the semblance of truth, must be presented to it. This holds equally, 
whatever be the declared aim of the speaker. I need scarcely add, 
that to prove a particular point is often occasionally necessary in every 
sort of discourse, as a subordinate end conducive to the advancement 
of the principal. If then it is the business of logic to evince the 
truth ; to convince an auditory, which is the province of eloquence, 
is but a particular application of the logician's art. As logic there- 
fore forges the arms which eloquence teacheth us to wield, we must 
first have recourse to the former, that being made acquainted with 
the materials of which her weapons and arndour are severally made, 
we may know their respective strength and temper, and when and 
how each is to be used. 

Now, if it be by the sense or soul of the discourse that rhetoric 
holds of logic, or the art of thinking and reasoning, it is by the ex- 
pression or body of the discourse, that she holds of grammar, or the 
art of conveying our thoughts, in the words of a particular language. 
The observation of one analogy naturally suggests another. As the 
soul is of heavenly extraction, and the body of earthly, so the sense 
of the discourse ought to have its source in the invariable nature of 
truth and right ; whereas the expression can derive its energy only 
from the arbitrary conventions of men, sources as unlike, or rather as 
widely different, as the breath of the Almighty, and the dust of the 
earth. In every region of the globe, we may soon discover, that 
people feel and argue in much the same manner, but the speech of 
one nation is quite unintelligible to another. The art of the logician 
is accordingly, in some sense, universal ; the art of the grammarian is 
always particular and local. The rules of argumentation laid down 
by Aristotle, in his Analytics, are of as much use for the discovery of 
truth in Britain or in China, as they were in Greece ; but Prisciaii's 
rules of inflection and construction can assist us in learning no lan- 
guage but Latin. In propriety, there cannot be such a thing as an 
universal grammar, unless there were such a thing as an universal 
language. The term hath sometimes, indeed, been applied to a col- 
lection of observations on the gimilar analogies that have been disco- 
vered in all tongues, ancient and modern, known to the authors of 
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such collectioDS. I do not mention this liberty in the use of the term 
with a view to censure it. In the application of technical or learned 
words, an author hath greater scope than in the application of those 
which are in more frequent use, and is Only then thought censurable, 
when he exposeth himself to be misunderstood. But it is to my pur- 
pose to observe, that as such collections convey the knowledge of no 
tongue whatever, the name grammar, when applied to them, is used 
in a sense quite different from that which it has in the common ac- 
ceptation ; perhaps as different, though the subject be language, as 
when it is applied to a system of geography. 

Now, the grammatical art hath its completion in syntax ; the ora- 
torical, as far as the body or expression is concerned, in style. Syn- 
tax regards only the composition of many words into one sentence ; 
style, at the same time that it attends to this, regards farther, the 
composition of many sentences into one discourse. Nor is this the 
only difference ; the grammarian, with respect to what the two arts 
have in common, the structure of sentences, requires only purity ; 
that is, that the words employed belong to the language, and that 
they be construed in the manner, and used in the signification, which 
custom hath rendered necessary for conveying the sense. The ora- 
tor requires also beauty and strength. The highest aim of the former 
is the lowest aim of the latter ; where grammar ends, eloquence be- 
gins. 

Thus the grammarian's departrpent bears much the same relation 
to the orator's, which the art of the mason bears to that of the archi- 
tect. There is, however, one difference, that well deserves our 
notice. As in architecture it is not necessary that he who designs 
should execute his own plans ; he may be an excellent artist in this 
way, who would handle very awkwardly the hammer and the trowel. 
But it is alike incumbent on the orator to design and to execute. 
He must, therefore, be master of the language he speaks or writes, 
and must be capable of , adding to grammatic purity those higher qua- 
lities of elocution, which will render his discourse graceful and ener- 
getic. 

So much for the connexion that subsists between rhetoric and 
these parent arts, logic and grammar. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF THB DIFFERENT SOURCES OF EVIDENCE, AND THE DIFFERENT 
SUBJECTS TO WHICH TUET ARE RC8PECT1TELT ADAPTED. 

Logical truth coosisteth in the conronnity of our conceptions to 
Ibeir archetypes in the nature of things. This conformity is perceived 
by the mind, either immediately on a bare attention to the ideas under 
review, or mediately by a comparison of these with other related ideas. 
Evidence of the former kind is called intuitive ; of the latter, deduc- 
tive. 



SECTION I. 

OF INTUITIVE EVIDENCE. 

Part I. — Mathematical Axioms* 

Of intuitive evidence there are different sorts. One is that which 
results purely from intellection* Of this kind is the, evidence of 
these propositions, *' One and four make five. Things equal to the 
same thing, are equal to one another. The whole is greater than a 
part and, in brief, all axioms in arithmetic and geometry. These 
are, in effect, but so many different expositions of our own general 
notions, taken in different views. Some of them are no other than 
definitions, or equivalent to definitions. To say " One and four make 
Jivey" is precisely the same as to say, " We give the name Jive to one 
added to four." In fact, they are all, in some respect, reducible to 
this axiom, Whatever is, is." I do not say they are deduced from 
it, for they have in like manner that original and intrinsic evidence, 
which makes them, as soon as the terms are understood, to be per- 
ceived intuitively. And if they are not thus perceived, no deduction 
of reason will ever confer on them any additional evidence. Nay, 
in point of time, the discovery of the less general truths has the prio- 

■ I have here adopted the term inteUectiorif rather than perception, because 
though not 80 usual, it is both more apposite and less equivocal. Perception is 
employed alike to denote every immediate object of thought, or whatever is ap- 
prehended by the mind, our sensations themselves, and those quahties in body, 
suggested by our sensations, the ideas of these upon reflection, whether remem- 
bered or imaoincd, together with those called general notions, or abstract ideas. 
It is only the last of these kinds which are considered as peculiarly the object 
of the understanding, and which, therefore, require to be distinguished by a pe- 
culiar name. Obscurity arising from an uncommon word is easily surmounted, 
whereas ambiguity, by misleading us, ere we arc aware, confounds our notion of 
ihe subject altogether. 
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ritj, not from their superior evidence, but solely from this considera- 
tion, that the less general are sooner objects of perception to us, the 
natural progress of the mind in the acquisition of its ideas, being from 
particular things to universal notions, and not inversely. But I affirm, 
that, though not deduced from that axiom, they may be considered 
as particular exemplifications of it, and coincident with it, inasmuch 
as they are all implied in this, that the properties of our clear and ad- 
equate ideas can be no other than what the mind clearly perceives 
them to be. 

But, in order to prevent mistakes, it will be necessary farther to 
illustrate this subject. It might be thought, that if axioms were pro- 
positions perfectly identical, it would be impossible to advance a step, 
by their means, beyond the simple ideas first perceived by the mind. 
And it must be owned, if the predicate of the proposition were nothing 
but a repetition of the subject, under the same aspect, and ip the 
same or synonymous terms, no conceivable advantage could be made 
of it f6r the furtherance of knowledge. Of such propositions as these, 
for instance, " Seven are seven,?' eight are eight," and " ten added 
to eleven, are equal to (en added to eleven," it is manifest^ that we 
could n^ver avail ourselves for the improvement of science. Nor 
does the change of the name make any alteration in point of utility. 
The propositions, " Twelve are a dozen," " twenty are a score," un- 
less considered as explications of the words dozen and «core, are 
equally insignificant with the former. But when the thing, jthough 
in effect coinciding, is considered under a different aspect ; when 
what is single in the subject, is divided in the predicate, and conversely; 
or when what is a whole in the one, is regarded as a part of something 
else in the other ; such propositions lead to the discovery of innu- 
merable, and apparently remote relations. One added to four may 
be accounted no. other than a definition of the word five, as was re- 
marked above. But when I say, Two added to three are equal to 
five," I advance a truth, which^ though equally clear, is quite distinct 
from the preceding. Thus, if one should affirm, "/twice fifteen make 
thirty," and again, " thirteen added to seventeen make thirty," no 
body would pretend that he had repeated the same proposition in 
other words. The cases are entirely similar. In both, the same 
thing is predicated of ideas which, taken severally, are different. 
From these again result other equations, as, " One added to four are 
equal to two added to three," and " twice fifteen are equal to thirteen 
added to seventeen." 

Now it is by the aid of such simple and elementary principles, that 
the arithmetician and the algebraist proceed to the most astonishing 
discoveries* Nor are the operations of the geometrician essentially 
different. By a very few steps you are made to perceive the equality, 
or rather the coincidence of the sum of the two angles, formed by one 
straight line falling on another, with two right angles. By a process 
equally plain, you are brought to discover, first, that if one side of a 
triangle be produced, the external angle will be equal to both the in- 
ternal and opposite angles, and then, that all the angles of a triangle 
are equal to two right angles. So'much for the nature and use of 
the first kind of intuitive evidence, resulting from pure intellection. 
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Part II. — Caruciousnessm 

The next kind is that which ariseth from consciownesa. Hence 
every man derives the perfect assurance that he hath of his own ex- 
istence. Nor is he only in this way assured that he exists, but that 
he thinks, that he feels, that he sees, that he hears, and the like. 
Hence his absolute certainty in regard to the reality of his sensations 
and passions, and of every thing whose essence consists in being per- 
ceived. N or does this kind of intuition regard only the truth of the 
original feelings or impressions, but also many of the judgments that 
are formed by the mind, on comparing these one with another. Thus 
the judgments we daily and hourly form, concerning resemblances or 
disparities in visible objects, or size in things tangible, where the odds 
is considerable, darker or lighter tints in colours, stronger or weaker 
tastes or smells, are all self-evident, and discoverable at once. It is 
from the same principle, that in regard to ourselves we judge infalli- 
bly concerning the feelings, whether pleasant or painful, which we 
derive from what are called the internal senses, and pronounce con- 
cerning beauty or deformity, harmony or discord, the elegant or the 
ridiculous. The difference between this kind of intuition and the 
former, will appear on the slightest reflection. The former concerns 
only abstract notions or ideas, particularly in regard to number and 
extension, the objects purely of the understanding ; the latter con- 
cerni only the existence of the mind itself, and its actual feelings, im- 
pressions « or affections, pleasures or pains, the immediate subjects 
of sense, taking that word in the largest acceptation. The former 
givtis ride to those universal truths, first principles or axioms, which 
serve as the foundation of abstract science ; whereas the latter, though 
absolutely essential to the individual, yet as it only regards particular 
perceptions, which represent no distinct genus or species of objects, 
the judgments resulting thence cannot form any general positions to 
which a chain of reasoning may be fastened, and consequently are 
not of the nature of axioms, though both similar and equal in respect 
of evidence. 



Part III. — Common Sense, 

The third sort is that which ariseth from what hath been termed 
properly enough, common sense,* as being an original source of know- 

* The first among the moderns who took notice of this principle, as one of 
the genuine springs of our knowledge, was Buffler, a French Philosopher of the 
present century, m a book entitled Traiti des premiires v6ritez ; one who, to 
an uncommon degree of acuteness in matters of abstraction, added that solidity 
of judgment which hath prevented in him, what had proved the wreck of many 
great names in philosophy, his understanding becoming the dupe of his inge- 
nuity. This doctrine hath lately, in our own country, been set in the clearest 
light, and supported by invincible force of argument, by two very able writers 
in the science of man, Dr. Reid, in his Inquiry into the Human Mind, and Dr. 
Beattie, in his Eisay on the Immutability of Truth. I beg leave to remark in 
this place, that, though for distinction's sake, I use the term common sense in a 
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ledge common to all mankiod. I own, indeed, that in different per*- 
sous it prevails in different degrees of strength ; but no human crea- 

more limited sig-nification than either of the authors last mentioned, there ap- 
pears to be no real difTerence in our sentiments of the thing itself. I am not 
ignorant that this doctrine has been lately attacked by Dr. Priestly in a most 
extraordinary manner, a manner which no man who has any regard to the name 
of Englishman or of philosopher, will ever desire to see imitated in this, or any 
other country. I have read the performance, but have \ioi been able to disco- 
ver the author's sentiments in relation to the principal point in dispute. He 
says expressly, (Examination of Dr. Reid's Inquiry, &c. p. 119,] Had these 
writers,*' Messieurs Reid, Beattie, and Oswald, assumed, as the elements of 
their common sense, certain truths which are Ibo plain, that no man could doubt 
of them, (without entering into the ground of our assent to them,) their conduct 
would have been liable to very little objection.** And is not this the very thing 
which these writers have done ? What he mean's to signify by the parenthesis, 
without entering into the ground of our assent to Siem,") it is not easy to 
guess. . By a ground of assent to any proposition, is commonly understood a 
reason or argument in support of it. Now, by his own hypothesis, there are 
truths so plain, that no man can doubt of them. If so, what ground of assent 
beyond -their own plainness ought we to seek ; what beside this can we ever 
hope to find, or what better reason need be ^ven for denominating such truths 
the dictates of common sense ? If som^thmg plainer could be found to serve 
as evidence of any of ihem, then this plainer truth would be admitted as the first 
principle, and the other would be considered as deduced by reasoning. But 
notwithstanding the mistake in the instance, the general doctrine of primary 
truths would remain unhurt. It seems, however, that though their conduct 
would have been liable to very little, it would have been liable to some objec- 
tipn. All that, could have been said would have been, that, without, any ne- 
cessity, they had made an innovation in the received use of a terra." I have a 
better opinion of these gentlemen than to imagine, that if the thing which they 
contend for be admitted, they will enter into a dispute with any person about 
the name ; tliough in my judgment, even as to this, it is not they, but be, who 
is the innovator. He proceeds, " For no person ever denied, that there are 
self-evident truths, and that these must be assumed, as the foundation of all our 
reasoning. I never met with any person who did not acknowledge this, or 
heard of any argumentative treatise that did not go upon the supposition of it." 
Now, if this be the case, I would gladly know what is the great point he con- 
troverts. It is, whether such self-evident truths shall be denominated princi- 
ples of common sense, or be distinguished by some other appellation ? "Was it 
worthy any man's while to write an octavo of near 400 pages, for the discussion 
of such a question as this ? And if, as he assures us, they have said more than 
is necessnry, in proof of a truth which he himself thinks indisputable, was it no 
more than necessary in Dr. Priestly to compose so large a volume, in order to 
convince the world that too much had been said already on the subject ? I do 
not enter into the examination of his objections to some of the particular prin- 
ciples adduced as primary truths. An attempt of this kind would be foreign to 
my purpose : besides, that the authors he has attacked are better qualified for 
defending their own doctrine, and, no doubt, will do it, if they think there is 
occasion. I shall only subjoin two remarks on this book. The first is, that the ^ 
- author through the whole, confounds two things totally distinct, certain asso- 
ciations of ideas, and certain judgments implying belief, which, though in some, 
are not in all cases ; and, therefore, not necessarily connected with association. 
And if so, merely to account for the association, is in no case to account for the 
belief with which it is attended. Nay, admitting his plea, [page 86,] that, by 
the principle of association, not only the ideas, but the concomitant belief may 
be accounted for, even this does not invalidate the doctrine he impugns. For, 
let it be observed, thiit it is one thing to assign a cause which, from the me- 
chanism of our nature, has given rise to a particular tenet or belief, and ano- 
ther thing to produce a reason by which the understanding has been convinced. 
Now, unless this be done as to the principles in question, they must be consi- 
dered as primary truths in respect of the understanding, which never deduced 
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ture bath been found originallj and totally destitnte of it, who ia not 
accounted a monster in his kind : for such, doubtless, are all idiots 
and changelings. By madness, a disease which makes terrible havoc 
on the faculties of the mind, it may be in a great measure, but is never 
entirely lost 

It is purely hence that we derive our assurance of such truths as 
these : Whatever has a beginning has a cause." — When there is 
in the effect a manifest adjustment of the several parts to a certain 
end, there is intelligence in, the cause." — The course of nature will 
be the same to-morrow that it, is to-day ; or, the future will resemble 
the past." — There is such a thing as body ; or, there are material 
substances independent of the mind's conceptions." — There are 
other intelligent beings in the universe beside me." — The clear 
representations of my memory, in regard to past events, are indubita- 
bly true." — These, and a great many more of the same kind, it is 
impossible for any man by reasoning to evince, as might easily be 
shown, were this a proper place for the discussion. And it is equally 
impossible, without a full conviction of them, to advance a single step 
in the acquisition of knowledge, especially in all that regards man- 
kind, life, and conduct. 

I am sensible that some of these, to men not accustomed to inqui- 
ries of this kind, will appear at first not to be primary principles, but 
conclusions from other principles ; and some of them will be thought 
to coincide with the other kinds of intuition above mentioned. Thus 
the first, WhateVer hath a beginning hath a cause," may be thought 
to stand on the same footing with mathematical axioms. I acknow- 
ledge, that in point of evidence they are equals and it is alike impos- 
sible in either case for a rational creature to withhold his assent. 
Nevertheless, there is a difference in kind. All the axioms in mathe- 
matics are but the enunciations of certain properties in our abstract 
notions, distinctly perceived by the mind, but have no relation to any 
thing without themselves, and can never be made the foundation of 
any conclusion concerning actual existence ; whereas, in the axiom 
last specified, from the existence of one thing we intuitively conclude 

them from other truths, and which is under a necessity, in all her moral reason- 
ings, of founding upon them. In fact, to give any other account of our convic- 
tion of them, is to confirm, instead of conluting the doctrine, that in all argu- 
mentation they must be regarded as primary truths, or truths which reason 
never inferred, through any medium, from other truths previously perceived. 
My second remark is that though this examiner has, from Dr. Reid, given us a 
catalogue of first principles, which he deems unworthy of the honourable place 
assigned them, he has nowhere thought proper to give us a list of those self- 
evident truths which, by his own account, and in his own express words, must 
be assumed as the foundation of all our reasoning." How much light might 
have been thrown i/pon the subject by the contrast ? Perhaps we should have 
been enabled, on the comparison, to discover some distinctive characters in his 
genuine axioms, which would have preserved us from the danger of confound- 
ing them with their spurious ones. Nothing is more evident than that, in what- 
ever regards matter of fact, the mathematical axioms will not answer. These 
are purely fitted for evolving the abstract relations of quantity. This he in 
effect owns himself, [page 39.] It would have been obliging, then, and would 
have greatly contributed to shorten the controversy, if he had given us, at least, 
a specimen of those self-evident principles, which, in his estimation, are the 
non plus ultra of moral reasoning. 
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the existence of addther. This proposition, however. So ftr difiers, 
in my apprehension, from others of the same order, that I cannot 
avoid considering the opposite assertion as not only false, but contra-* 
dictory ; but I do not pretend to explain the ground of this difference. 

The faith we give to memory may be thought, on a auperficial 
view, to be resolvable into consciousness, as well as that we give to 
the immediate impressions of sense. But on a little attention one 
may easily perceive the difference. To believe the report of our 
senses doth, indeed^ commonly imply, to believe the existence of cer* 
tain external and corporeal objects, which give rise to our particulaf 
sensations. This, I acknowledge, is a principle which doth not spring 
from consciousness, (for consciousness cannot extend beyond sensa« 
tion,) but from common sense, as well as the a^ssurance we have in 
the report of memory. But this was not intended to be included un>* 
der the second branch of intuitive evidence* By that firm belief in 
sense, which I there resolved into consciousness, I meant no more 
than to say, I am certain that I see, and feel, and think, what I actu- 
ally see, and feel, and think. As in this I pronounce only concerning 
my own present feelings, whose esi^ence consists in being fek, and 
of which I am at present conscious, my conviction is reducible to this 
axiom, or coincident ^with if, It is impossil^le for a diing to be and 
not to be at the same timo." Now when I say, I trust entirely to the 
clear report of my metiiory, I mean a good deal more than, am 
certain that my memory gives such a report, or represents things in 
such a mQ.nner," for this conviction I have indeed from conscious- 
ness, but I mean, t am certain that things happened heretofore at 
such a time, in the precise manner in which I now remember that they 
then happened.^' Thus there is a reference in the ideas of memory 
to former sensible impressions, , to which there is nothing analogous 
in sensation. At the same tinie, it is evident, that remembrance is 
not alwa3rs accompanied with this full conviction. To describe, in 
words, the difference between those lively i^gnatures of memory f 
which command an unlimited assent, and those fainter traces which 
raise opmion only, or even doubt, is perhaps impracticable ; but no 
man stands in need of such assistance to enable him in fact to distin- 
guish them, for the direction oif his own judgment and conduct. Scyne 
may imagine, that it is from experience we come to know what faith 
in every case is due to memory. But it will appear more fully after- 
wards, that unless we had implicitly relied on the distinct and vivid 
informations of that faculty, we could not have moved a step towards 
the acquisition qf experience. It must, however, be admitted, that 
experience is of use in assisting us to judge concerning the more lan- 
guid and confused suggestions of memory ; or, to speak more pro- 
perly, concerning the reality of those things, of which we ourselves 
are doubtful whether we remember them or not. 

In regard to the primary truths of this order, it may be urged, that 
it cannot be affirmed of them all, at least, as it may of the axioms in 
mathematics, or the assurances we have from consciousness, that the 
denial of them implies a manifest contradiction. It is, perhaps, phy- 
sically possible, that the course of nature will be inverted the very 
next moment ; that ray memory is no better than a delirium, and my 
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life a dream ; that all is mere illusion ; that I am the only being in 
the universe, and that there is no such thing as body. Nothing can 
be juster than the reply given by Buffier : It must be owned," says 
he,* *^ that to maintain propositions, the reverse of the primary truths 
of common sense, doth not imply a contradiction, it only implies in- 
sanity." But if any person, on account of this difference in the na- 
ture of these two classes of axioms, should not think the term intuitive 
so properly applied to the evidence of the last mentioned, let him de- 
nominate it, if he please, instinctive : I have no objection to the term ; 
nor do I think it derogates in the least from the dignity, the certainty, 
or the importance, of the truths themselves. Such instincts are no 
other than the oracles of eternal wisdom. 

For, let it be observed farther, that axioms of this last kind are as 
essential to moral reasoning, to all deductions concerning life and 
existence, as those of the first kind are to the sciences of arithmetic 
and geometry. Perhaps it will appear afterwards, that, without the 
aid of some of them, these sciences themselves would be utterly 
inaccessible to us. Besides, the mathematical axioms can never 
extend their influence beyond the precincts of abstract knowledge, in 
regard to number and extension, or assist us in the discovery of any 
matter of fact: whereas, with knowledge of the latter kind, the whole 
conduct and business of human life is principally and intimately con- 
nected. All reasoning necessarily supposes that there are certain 
principles in which we must acquiesce, and beyond which we cannot 
go, principles clearly discernible by their own light, which can derive 
no additional evidence from any thing besides. On the. contrary 
supposition, the investigation of truth would be an endless and a fruit- 
less task ; we should be eternally proving, whilst nothing could ever 
be proved ; because, by the hypothesis, we could never ascend to 
premises which require no proof. " If there be no first truths," says 
the author lately quoted,! " there can be no second truths, nor third* 
nor indeed any truth at all." 

So much for intuitive evidence, in the extensive meaning which 
hath here been given to that term, as including every thing whose 
evidence results from the simple contemplation of the ideas or per- 
ceptions which form the proposition under consideration, and requires 
not the intervention of any third idea as a medium of proof. This, 
for order's sake, I have distributed into three classes, the truths of 
pure intellection, of consciousness, and of common sense. The first 
may be denominated metaphysical, the second physical, the third 
moral ; all of them natural, original, and unaccountable. 

♦ Premieres Veritez, Part 1. Chap. 1 1, 
t lb. Dcssein de I'ouvrage. 
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SECTION II. 

OF DEDUCTIVE EVIDENCE. 

Part I. — « Division of the subject into scientific and moraU vtiih the 
principal distinctions between them* 

All rational or deductive evidence is derired from one or other of 
these two sources : from the invariable properties or relations of 
general ideas ; or from the actual, though perhaps, variable con- 
nexions, subsisting among things. The former we call demonstra- 
tive, the latter moral. Demonstration is built on pure intellection, 
and consisteth in an uninterrupted series of axioms. That propo- 
sitions formerly demonstrated are taken into the series doth not in the 
least invalidate this account; inasmuch as these propositions. are all 
resolvable into axioms, and are admitted as links in the chain : not 
because necessary, but merely to avoid the useless prolixity which 
frequent and tedious repetitions uf proofs formerly given would 
occasion. Moral evidence is founded on the principles we have from 
consciousness and common sense, improved by experience ; and aff 
it proceedi^ on this general presumption or moral axiom, that the 
course of nature in' time to come will be siniilar to what it bath been 
hitherto, it decides, in regard to particulars, concerning the future from 
the past, and concerning things unknown, from things familis^r to us. 
The first is solely conversant about number and extension, and about 
those other qualities which are measur?ible by these. Such are dura- 
tion, velocity, and weight. With regard to such qualities as pleasure 
and pain, virtue and vice, wisdom and folly, beauty and deformity, 
though they admit degrees, yet, as there is no standard or common 
measure, by which their differences and proportions can be ascertained 
and expressed in numbers, they can never become the subject of 
demonstrative reasoning. Here rhetoric, it must be acknowledged, 
hath little to do. Simplicity of diction, and precision in arrangement, 
whence results perspicuity, are, as was observed already,* all the 
requisites. The proper province of rhetoric is the second, or moral 
evidence ; for to the second belong all decisions concerning fact, and 
tilings without us. 

But'that the nature of moral evidence may be better understood, it 
will not be amiss to remark a few of the most eminent differences 
between this and the demonstrative. 

The first difference that occurs is in their subjects. The subject 
of the one is^ as hath been observed, abstract independent truth, or 
the unchangeable and necessary relations of ideas ; that of the otber, 
the real, but often changeable and contingent connexions that subsist 
among things actually existing. Abstract truths, as the properties of 
quantity, have no respect to time or to place, no dependence oil the 
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volition of any being, or on any cause whatever, but are eternally and 
immutably the same. The very reverse of all this generally obtains 
with regard to fact. In consequence of what has been now advanced^ 
assertions opposite to truths of the former kind are not only false, but 
absurd. They are not only not true, but it is impossible they should 
be true, whilst the meanings of the words (and consequently the ideas 
conjpared) remain the same. This doth not hold commonly in any 
other kind of evidence. Take, for instance, of the first lund, the 
following affirmations : The cube of two is the half of sixteen." — 
The square of the hypothenuse is equal to the sum of the squares 
of the sides." — If equal things be taken from equal things, the 
remainders will be equal." Contrary propositions, as, ^* The cube 
of two is more than the half of sixteen." — The square of the hypo- 
thenuse is less than the sum of the squares of the sides." — If equal 
things be taken from equal things, the remainders will be unequal," 
are chargeable, not only with falsity, but with absurdity, being incon- 
ceivable and contradictory. Whereas, to these truths which we 
acquire by moral evidence, ** Cflesar overcame Pompey." — *• The 
sun will rise to-morrow." — "All men will die," the opposite asser- 
tions, though untrue, are easily conceivable without changing, in the 
least, the import of the words, and therefore do not imply a contra- 
diction. 

The second difference I shall remark is, that moral evidence admits 
degrees, demonstration doth not This is a plain consequence of 
the preceding difference. Essential or necessary truth, the sole 
object of the latter, is incompatible with degree. And though actual 
truth, or matter of fact, be the ultimate aim of the former, likelihood 
alone, which is susceptible of degree, is usually the utmost attain- 
ment. Whatever is exhibited as demonstration is either mere illusion, 
and so no evidence at all, or absolutely perfect. There is no medium. 
In moral reasoning we ascend from possibility, by an insensible 
gradation, to probability, and thence, in the same manner, to the 
summit of moral certainty. On this summit, or on any of the steps 
leading to it, the conclusion of the argument may rest. Hence the 
result of that is, by way of eminence, denominated science ; and the 
evidence itself is termed scientific ; the result of this is frequently 
(not always) entitled to no higher denomination than opinion. Now, 
in the mathematical sciences, no mention is ever made of opinions. 

The third difference is, that in the one there never can be any 
contrariety of proofs; in the other, there not only may, but almost 
always is. If one demonstration were ever capable of being refuted, 
it could be solely by another demonstration, this being the only sort 
of evidence adapted to the subject, and the only sort by which the 
former could be matched. But, to suppose that contraries are 
demonstrable, is to suppose that the same proposition is both true and 
false, which is a manifest contradiction. Consequently, if there 
should ever be the appearance of demonstration on opposite sides, 
that on one side must be fallacious and sophistical. It is not so with 
moral evidence, for unless in a few singular instances, there is always 
real, not apparent, evidence on both sides. There are contrary 
experiences, contrary presumptions, contrary testimonies, to balance 
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against one another. , In this case, the probability* upon the whole, 
is iq the proportion which the evidence on the side that preponderates 
bears to its opposite. We usually say^ indeed, that the evidence 
lies on such a side of the question, and not on the reverse; but ^y 
this expression is only meant the overplus of evidence, on comparing 
both sides., In like manner, when we affirm of an event, that it is 
probable, we say the contrary is only possible, although, when they 
are severally considered, we do not scruple to say, This, is more 
probable than that ; or, The probabilities on one side outweigh those 
on the other. 

The fourth and last difference I shall observe is, thi^t scientific 
evidence is simple, consisting of only one coherent series, every part 
of which, depends on the preceding, and, as it were, suspends the 
following : moral evidence is generally complicated, being in reality 
a bundle of independent proofs. The longest demonstration is but 
one uniform chainr the links whereof, taken severally, are pot to be 
regarded as so many arguments, and consequently, when thus taken, 
they conclude nothing; but taken together, aud in their proper 
order, they form ope argument, which is perfectly conclusive. It is 
true, the same theorem may be demonstrable in different ways, and 
by different mediums ; but as a single demonstration clearly under- 
stood commands the fullest conviction, every other is superfluous. 
After one demonstrative proofs a man may try a second, purely as an 
exercise of ingenuity, or the better to assure himself that he hath not 
committed an oversight in the first. Thus it may serve to warrant 
the regular procedure of his faculties, but not to make an addition to 
the former proof, or supply any deficiency perceived in it. So far is 
it from answering this end, thiCthe is no sooner sensible of a defect in 
an attempt of this nature, than the whole is rejected as good for 
nothing, and carrying with it no^ degree of evidence whatever. In 
moral reasoning, on the contrary, there is of^en a combination of 
many distinct topics of argument, no way dependent on one another. 
Each hath a certain portion of evidence belonging to itself, , each 
bestows on the conclusion a particular degree of likelihood, of all 
which accumulated, the credibility of the fact is compounded. The 
former may be compared to an arph, no part of whicli can subsist 
independently of the rest. If you make any breach in it, you destroy 
the whole. The latter may be compared to a tower, the height 
whereof is but the aggregate of the , heights of the several parts reared 
above one another, and so may be gradually diminished, as it was 
gradually rai|3ed. 

So- much for the respective natures of scientific and of moral 
evidence, and those characteristical qualities which discriminate 
them from each other. On a survey of the whole, it seems indubi- 
table^ that if the former is infinitely superior in point of authority, the 
latter no less excels in point of importance. Abstract truth, as far 
as it is the object of our faculties, is almost entirely confined to quan- 
tity, concrete or discrete. The sphere of Demonstration is narrow, 
but within her sphere she is a despotic sovereign, her sway is uncon- 
troUable. Her rival, on the contrary, hath less power, but wider 
empire. Her forces, indeed, are not always irresistible; but the 
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whole world is comprised in her dominions. Reality or fact com- 
prehends the laws and the works of nature, as well as the arts and 
the institutions of men; in brief, all the beings which fall under the 
cognizance of the human mind, with all their modifications, opera- 
tions and effects. By the first, we must acknowledge, when applied 
to things, and combined with the discoveries of the second, our re- 
searches into nature in a certain line are facilitated, the understanding 
is enlightened, and many of the arts, both elegant and useful, are 
improved and perfected. Without the aid of the second, society must 
not only suffer, but perish. Human nature itself could not subsist 
This organ of knowledge, which extends its influence to every pre- 
cinct of philosophy, and governs in most, serves also to regulate all 
the ordinary, but indispensable, concernments of life. To these it is 
admirably adapted, notwithstanding its inferiority in respect of dig- 
nity, accuracy, and perspicuity. For it is principally to the acquisi- 
tions procured by experience, that we owe the use of language, and 
the knowledge of almost every thing that makes the soul of a man 
differ from that of a new-born infant. On the other hand, there is no 
despot 80 absolute, as not to be liable to a check on some side or 
other, and that the prerogatives of demonstration are not so very con- 
siderable, as on a cursory view one is apt to imagine ; that this, as 
well as every other operation of the intellect, must partake in the 
weakness incident to all our mental faculties, and inseparable from 
our nature, I shall afterwards take an opportunity particularly to 
evince. 

Part II. — The nature and origin of Experience. 

I SHOULD now consider the principal tribes comprehended under 
the general name of moral evidence ; but, that every difficulty may 
be removed, which might retard our progress in the proposed discus- 
sion, it will be necessary, in the first place, to explore more accu- 
rately those sources in our nature, which give being to experience, 
and consequently to all those attainments, moral and intellectual, that 
are derived from it. These sources are two, sense and memory. 
The senses, both external and internal, are the original inlets of per- 
ception. They inform the mind of the facts, which in the present 
instant, are situated within the sphere of their activity, and no sooner 
discharge their office in any particular instance, than the articles of 
mformation exhibited by them, are devolved on the memory, Re- 
membrance instantly succeeds sensation, insomuch that the memory 
becomes the sole repository of the knowledge received from sense; 
knowledge which, without this repository, would be as instanta- 
neously lost as It is gotten, and could be of no servce to the mind. 
Our sensation would be no better than the fleeting pictures of a 
moving object on a camera obscura, which leave not the least vestige 
behind them. Memory, therefore, is the only original voucher ex- 
tant, of those past realities for which we had once the evidence of 
sense. Her ideas are, as it were, the prints that have been left by 
sensible impressions. But from these two faculties, considered in 
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themselves, there results to us thekoowledgeonly of individual facts, 
a^d only of such facts as either heretofore have come, or at present 
do come under the notice of our senses.' 

Now, in order to render this knowledge useful to us, in discover- 
ing the nature of things, and in regulating our conduct, a further pro- 
cess of the mind is necessary, which deserves to be carefully attended 
to, and may be thus illustrated. I have observed a stone fall to the 
grouiid, when nothing intervened to impede its motion. This single 
fact produces little or no effect on the mind beyond a bare remem- 
brance. At another time, I observe the fall of a tile, at another of an 
apple, and so of almost every kind of body in the like situation* 
Thus my senses first, and then my memory, furnish me with nume- 
rous examples, which, though difiereqt in every other particular, are 
similar in this, that they present a body moving downwards, tHl ob- 
structed eiiher by the ground or by some intervenient object. Hence 
my first notion of gravitation. For, with regard to the simitar cir- 
cumstances of different facts, as by the repetition such circumstances 
are more deeply imprinted, the mind acquires a habit of retaining 
them, omitting those circumstances peculiar to each, wherein their 
difference consists. Hence, if objects of any kind, in a particular 
manner circumstanced, are remembered to have been usually, and 
still more if uniformly, succeeded by certain particular consequences, 
the idea of the former, in the supposed circumstance introduced into 
the mind, imme(]|iately associates the idea of the latter ; and if the 
object itself, so circumstanced, be presented to the senses, the mind 
instantly anticipate^ the appearance of the customary consequence. 
This holds also inversely. The retention and association, obove ex- 
plained, are called experience. The anticipation is in effect no other 
than a particular conclusion from that experience. Here we <inay 
remark, by the way, that though memory gives birth to experience, 
which results from the comparison of facts remembered, the expe- 
rience or habitual association remains, when the individual facts on 
which it is founded are all forgotten. I know from an experience, 
which excludes ^11 doubt, the. power of fire in melting silver, and yet 
may not be able at present to recollect a particular instance in which 
I have seen this effect produced, or even in which I have had the fact 
attested by a credible witness. 

Some will perhaps object, that the account now given makes our 
experimental reasoning look like a sort of mechauism, necessarily re- 
sulting from the very constitution of the mind. I acknowledge the 
justness of the remark, but do not think that it ought to be regarded 
as an objection. It is plain, that our reasoning in this way, if you 
please to call it so, is very early, and precedes all reflection on our 
faculties, and the manner of applying them. Those who atten'ded to 
the progress of human nature through its different stages, and through 
childhood in particular, will observe, that children make great acqui- 
sitions in knowledge from experience, long before they attain the use 
of speech. The, beasts also, tn their sphere, improve by experience, 
which hath in them just the ^ame foundations of sense and memory 
as in us, and hath, besides, a similar influence on their actions. It 
is precisely in the same manner, and with the same success, that you 
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might train a dog, or accustom a child, to expect food on your calling 
to him in one tone of voice, and to dread your resentment, when you 
use another. The brutes have evidently the rudiments of this species 
of rationality, which extends as far in them as the immediate purposes 
6f self-preservation require, and which, whether you call it reason or 
instinct, they both acquire and use in the same manner as we do- 
That it reaches no farther in them, seems to arise from an original 
incapacity of classing, and, (if I may use the expression,) generalizing 
their perceptions ; an exercise which to us very quickly becomes 
familiar, and is what chiefly fits us for the use of language. Indeed^ 
in the extent of this capacity, as much perhaps as in any thing, lies 
also the principal natural superiority of one man over another. 

But that we may be satisfied, that to this kind of reasoning, in its 
earliest and simp^est form, little or no reflection is necessary, let it be 
observed, that it is now universally admitted by opticians, that it is 
not purely from sight, but from sight aided by experieocCf that we 
derive our notions of the distance of visible objects from the eye* 
The sensation, say they, is instaneously followed by a conclusion 
or judgment founded on experience. The point is determined from 
the different phases of the object, found in former trials, to be con- 
nected with difierent distances, or from the efibrt that accompanies 
the different conformations we are obliged to give the organs of 
sight, in order to obtain a distinct vision of the object. Now, if this 
be the case, as I thiqk hath been sufficiently evinced of late, it iB 
manifest, that this judgment is 86 truly instantaneous, and so per* 
fectly the result of fbeling and association, that the forming of it tO' 
tally escapes our notice. Perhaps in no period of life will you find 
a person, that, on the first mention of it, can be easily persuaded, that 
he derives this knowledge from experience. Every man will be ready 
to tell you, that he needs no other witnesses than his eyeSf to satisfy 
him that objects are not in contact with his body, but are at differ* 
ent distances from him as Well as from one another. So passive is 
the mind in this matter, and so rapid are the transitions which, by this 
ideal attraction, she is impelled to make, that she is, in a manner^ 
unconscious of her own operations. There is some ground to think, 
from the exact analogy which their organs bear to ours, that th^ 
discovery of distance from the eye is attained by brutes in the same 
manner as by us. As to this, however, I will not be positive. But 
though, in this way, the mind acquires an early perception of the 
most obvious and necessary truths, without which the bodily organs 
would be of little use; in matters less important, her procedure is 
much slower, and more the result of voluntary application ; and as 
the exertion is more deliberate, she is more conscious of her own 
activity, or, at least, remembers it longer. It is then only that in 
common style we honour her operation with the name of reasoning ; 
though there is no essential difference between the two cases. It is 
true, indeed, that the conclusions in the first way, by which also in 
infancy we learn language, are commonly more to be regarded as 
infallible, than those effected in the second. 
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Fart III. — The subdivisioru of Moral Reasoning. 

Bi^T to retdfn to the proposed distribution of moral evidence. Uti* 
der it I include these three tribes, experience, analogy, and testimo- 
ny. To these I shall subjoin the consideration of a fourth, totally 
distinct from them all, but which appears to be a mixture of the de- 
monstrative and the moral, or rather a particular application of the 
former, for ieiscertaining the precise force of the latter. The evi- 
dence I mean is that resulting from calculations concerning chances. 

I. — Experience* 

The first of these I have named peculiarly the evidence of expe* 
rience, not with philosophical propriety, but in compliance with com- 
mon language, and for distinction's sake. Analogical reasoning is 
surely reasoning from a more indirect experience. Now, as tp this 
first, kind, our experience is either uniform or various. In the one 
case, provided the facts on which it is founded be sufficiently nume- 
rous, the conclusion is said to be morally certain. In the other, the 
conclusion, built on the greater number of instances, is said to be 
probable* and more or less so, according to the proportion which the 
instances on that side bear to those on the opposite. Thus we are 
perfectly assured, that iron thrown into the river will sink, that deal 
will float ; because these conclusions are built on a full and uniform 
experience. That, in the last week of December next, it will snow 
in akiy part of Britain specified, is perhaps probable ; that is, if on in^ 
quiry or k'ecoUection, we are satisfied that this hath more frequently 
happened than the contrary ; that so(ne time in that month it will 
snow is more probable, but not certain ; because, though this con- 
clusion foe founded on experience^ that experience is not uniform : 
Lastly, that it will snow sometime during winter, will, I believe, on 
the same principles* be pronounced certain. 

It was affirtned, that experience, or the tendency of the mind to as- 
sociate ideas under the notion of causes, effects, or adjuncts, is never 
contracted by One example only. This assertion, it may be thought, 
is contradicted by the principle on which physiologists commonly 
proceed, who consider one accurate experiment in support of a par- 
ticular doctrine, as sufficient evidence. The better to explain this 
phenomenon, and the farther to illustrate the nature of experience, I 
shall make the following observations. First, whereas sense and 
memory arid conversant only about individuals, our earliest expe- 
riences imply, or perhaps generate, the notion of a species, including 
all those individuals which have the most obvious and universal re- 
semblance. From Charies, Thomas, William, we ascend to the 
idea of man ; from Britain, France, Spain, to the idea of kingdom* 
As our acquaintance with nature enlarges, we discover resemblances 
of a'^strikihg and important nature, between one species and another, 
which naturally begets the notion of a genus. From comparing men 
wiHl btests, birds, fishes, and reptiles, we perceive that they are all 

8 



58 



THS PHILOSOPHT 



[book I. 



alike possessed of life, or a principle of sensation and action, and of 
an organized body, atid hence acquire the idea of animal ; in like 
manner, from comparing kingdoms with republics and aristocracies, 
we obtain the idea of nation, and thence again rise in the same track 
to ideas still more comprehensive. Further, let it be remembered* 
that bj experience we not only decide concerning the future froroihe 
past, but concerning things uncommon from things familiar, which 
resemble them. 

Now to apply this observation : A botanist in traversing the fields, 
lights on a particular plant, which appears to be of a species he is 
not acquainted with. The flower, he observes is monopetalous, and 
the number of flowers it carries is seven. Here are two facts that 
occur to his observation ; let us consider in what way he will be dis- 
posed to argue from them. From the lirst he does not hesitate to 
conclude, not only as probable, but as certain, that this individual, 
and all of the same species, invariably produce monopetalous flowers. 
From the second, he by no means concludes, as either certain or 
even probable, that the flowers which either this plant, or others of 
the same species, carry at once, will always be seven. This difier- 
ence to a superficial inquirer, might seem capricious, since there ap- 
pears to be one example, and but one in either case, on which the 
conclusion can be founded. The truth is, that it is not from this ex- 
ample only that he deduces these inferences. Had he never hereto- 
fore taken the smallest notice of any plant, he could not have rea- 
soned at all from these remarks. The mind recurs instantly from the 
unknown to all the other known species of the same genus, and thence 
to all the known genera of the same order or tribe : and having ex- 
perienced in the one instance a regularity in every species, genus>, 
and tribe, which admits no exception ; in the other, a variety as 
boundless as is that of season, soil, and culture ; it learns hence to 
mark the diflerence. 

Again, we may observe, that, on a closer acquaintance with those 
objects wherewith we are surrounded, we come to discover that they 
are mostly of a compound nature, and that not only as containing a 
complication of those qualities called accidents, as gravity, mobility, 
colour, extension, figure, solidity, which are common almost to all 
matter, not only as consisting of different members, but as compre- 
hending a mixture of bodies, often very different in their nature and 
properties, as air, fire, water, earth, salt, oil, spirit, and the like. 
These, perhaps, on deeper researches, will be found to consist of 
materials still simpler. Moreover, as we advance in the study of na 
ture, we daily find more reason to be convinced of her constancy in 
all her operations, that like causes in like circumstances, always 
produce like effects, and inversely like effects always flow from like 
causes. The inconstancy which appears at first in some of nature's 
works, a more improved experience teacheth us to account for in this 
manner. As most of the objects we know are of a complex nature, 
on a narrow scrutiny we find, that the effects ascribed to them 
ought often solely to be ascribed to one or more of the component 
parts ; that the other parts no way contribute to the production ; that 
on the contrary, they sometimes tend to hinder it. If the parts in 
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the composition of similar objects were always in equal quantity, 
their being t^ompounded would make no odds ; if the parts, though 
not equal, bore always the same proportion to the whole, this would 
make a difference ; but such as in many cases might be computed. 
In both respects, however, there is an immense variety. Perhaps 
every individual differs from every other individual of the same spe- 
cies, both in the quantities and in the proportions of its constitutent 
members and component parts. This diversity is also found in other 
things, which, though hardly reducible to species, are generally 
knoWn by the same name. The atmosphere in the same place at 
different times, or at the same time in different places, differs in 
density, heat, humidity, and the number, quality, and proportion, of 
the vapours or particles with which it is loadeo. The more, then, 
we become acquainted with elementary natures, the more we are as- 
certained by a general experience of the uniformity of their opera- 
tions. And though perhaps it be impossible for us to attain the 
knowledge of the simplest elements of any body, yet, when any 
thing appears so simple, or rather so exactly uniform, as that we 
have observed it invariably to produce similar effects ; on discover- 
ing any new effect, though but by one experiment, we conclude 
from the general experience of the efficient, a like constancy in this 
energy as in the rest. Fire consumes wood, melts copper, and har- 
dens clay. In these instances it acts uniformly, but not in these 
only. I have always experienced hitherto, that whatever of any spe- 
cies is consumed by it at once, all of the same species it will con- 
sume upon trial at any time. The like may be said of what is melted, 
or hardened, or otherwise altered by it. If then, for the first time, I 
try the influence of fire on any fossil, or other substance, whatever 
be the effect, I readily conclude, that fire will always produce a simi- 
lar effect on similar bodies. This conclusion is not founded on this 
single instance, but on this instance compared with a general experi- 
ence of the regularity of this element in all its operations. 

So much for the first tribe, the evidence of experience, on which I 
have enlarged the more, as it is, if not the foundation, at least the 
criterion, of all moral reasoning whatever. It is besides, the princi- 
pal organ of truth in all the branches of physiology, (I use the word 
in its largest acceptation,) including natural history, astronomy, geo- 
graphy, mechanics, optics, hydrostatics, meteorology, medicine, che- 
nriistry. Under the general term I also comprehend natural theolo- 
gy and psychology, which, in my opinion, have been most unnatu- 
rally disjoined by philosophers. Spirit, which here comprises only 
the Supreme Being and the human soul, is surely as much included 
under the notion of natural object as a body is, and is knowable to 
the philosopher purely in the same way, by observation and expe- 
rience. 

II. — Analogy. 

Tnt evidence of analogy, as was hinted above, is but a more indi- 
rect experience, founded on some remote similitude. As things, 
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however, are oAen more easily comprehended by the aid of example 
thaQ by definition, I shall in that manner illustrate the diflfereace be- 
tween experimental evidence and analogical. The circulation of 
the blood in one human body is, I shall suppose, experimentally dis- 
covered. Nobody will doubt of this being a sufficient proof from 
experience, that the blood circulates in every human body. Nay, 
farther, when we consider the great similarity which other animal 
bodies bear to the human body, and that both in the structure and in 
the destination of the several organs and Umbs ; particularly when 
we consider the resemblance in the blood itself, and blood vessels, 
and in the fabric and piibation of the heart, and arteries, it will appear 
sufficient experimental evidence of ilie circulation of the blood in 
brutes, esp<>4 tally in quadrypedi^ Yet in this application, it is mani- 
fest, that tbt> evidence tti wedker th^n in the former. But should I 
from the same experiment infer the circulation of the sap in vegeta- 
bles, this wDuld be called an argtimi nt only from analogy. Now, 
all reasonings^ from experience nrv <ih viously weakened in proportion 
to the remoteness of the resemUiance subsisting between that on 
which the armimeni is foundedi and that concerning which we form 
the conclusioo. 

The same thing may be considered in a dififerent way. I have 
learned from experience, that like efiects sometimes proceed from 
objects which faintly resemble, but not near so frequently as from ob- 
jects which have a more perfect likeness. By this experience, I am 
enabled to determine the degrees of probability from the degrees of 
similarity, in the different cases. It is presumable that the former of 
those ways has the earUest influence, when the mind, unaccustomed 
to reflection, forms but a weak association, and consequently but a 
weak expectation of a similar event from a weak resemblance. The 
latter seems more the result of thought, and is better adapted to the 
ordinary forms of reasoning. 

It is allowed, that analogical evidence is at best but a feeble sup- 
port, and is hardly ever honoured with the name of proof. Never- 
theless, when the analogies are numerous, and the subject admits not 
evidence of another kind, it doth not want its efficacy. It must be 
owned, however, that it is generally more successful in silencing ob- 
jections, than in evincing truth, and on this account may more pro- 
perly be styled the defensive arms of the orator, than the offensive. 
Though it rarely refutes, it frequently repels refutation, like those 
weapons which, though they cannot kill the enemy, will ward his 
blows.* 

III. — Testimony. 

The third tribe is the evidence of testimony, which is either oral 
or written. This also hath been thought by some, but unjustly, to be 

* Dr. Butler, in his excellent Treatise called The analogy of Rdigion, natural 
and revealed, to the constitution and course of nature, hath shown us how useful 
this mode of reasoning may be rendered, by the application he hath so success- 
fully made of it, for refuting the cavils of infidelity. 
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aolely and originall/ derived from the samQ source, exf^rieiice.* 
The utmost u;i regard to this, that can be affirmed with truth, is, that 
the evideoce of testimony is to be considered as strictly logical, no 
farther than human veracity in general, or the veracity of witnesses 
of such a character, and in such circumstances in particular, is sup- 
ported ; or perhaps more properly, hath not been refuted by expe- 
rience. But that testimony, antecedently to experience, hath a na- 
tural influence on belieC is undeniable. In this it resembles memory ; 
for thpugh the defects and misrepresentalLons of memory are cor- 
rected, hy experience, yet that tbis faculty hath an innate evidence of 
its own, we know from this ; that if we had not previously given an 
implicit faith to menaory, we bad never been abb to acquire expe- 
rience- This will appear from a revisal of its nature, as explained 
above. Nay, it must be ownedi that in what regards ^single facts, 
testimony is more adequate evidence than any conclusions from ex- 
perience. The immediiite conclusions from experience are general, 
and run thus : ** This i** the ordinary course of nature.'' — Such an 
event may reasonably be expected, when all the attendant circum- 
stances are similar." When we descend to particulars^ the conclusion 
necessarily becomes weaker, being more indirect. For though all the 
known circumstances be similar, the actual circumstances m^j 
not be similar; nor is it possible in any case to be assured, that. all 
the actu al circumstanced are known to us. Accordingly, experience 
is the foutidation of philosophy ; which consists in a^ collection of 
general truths, systematically digested. On the contrary, the direct 
conclusion from testimony is particular, and runs thus : " This is the 
fact in the instance specified." ^Testimony, therefore, is the founda- 
tion of liistory, which is occupied about individuals. Hence we de- 
rive our acquaintance with past ages, as from experience we derive 
all that we can discover of the future. But the former is dignified 
with the name of knowledge^ whereas the latter is regarded as matter 
of conjecture only. When experience is applied to the discovery of 
the truth in a particular incident, we call the evidence presumptive; 
ample testimony is accounted a positive.proof of the facts. Nay, the 
strongest conviction bqilt merely, on the former is sometimes over- 
turned by the slightest attack of the latter. Testimony is capable of 
giving us absolute certainty (Mr. Hume himself being judge,!) even 
of the most miraculous fact, or of what is contrary to uniform expe- 
rienoe. For, perhaps, in no other instance can experience be ap- 
plied to individual events, with so much certainty, as in what relates, 
to the revolutions of the heavenly bodies. Yet, even this evidence, 
be admits, may not only be counterbalanced, but destroyed, by tes- 
timony. 

But to return. Testimony is a serious intimation from another,, 
of any fact or observation, as being what he remembers to have seen^ 
or heard, or experienced. To this, when we have no positive rea- 

* I had occasion to make some reflections on this subject formerly. See 
Dissertation on Miracles, Part I. Sect 1. There are several ingenious obsar- 
▼ations on the samd subject in Reid's Inquiry, Ch. vi. Sect 23. 

t Essay of Miracles, p. 2. 
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sons of mistrust or doubt, we are, by an original principle of our 
nature, (analogous to that which compels our faith in memory,) led 
to give an unlimited assent. As on memory alone is founded the 
merely personal experience of the individual, so on testimony, in 
concurrence with memory, is founded the much more extensive ex- 
perience, which is not originally our own, but derived from others.* 
By the first, I question not, a man might acquire all the knowledge 
necessary for mere animal support, in that rudest state of human 
nature (if ever such a state existed,) which was without speech, and 
without society ; to the last, in conjunction with the other, we are 
indebted for every thing which distinguishes the man from the brute, 
for language, arts, and civilization. It hath been observed, that from 
experience we learn to confine our belief in human testimony within 
the proper bounds. Hence we are taught to consider many attend- 
ant circumstances, which serve either to corroborate or to invalidate 
its evidence. The reputation of the attcster, his manner of address, 
the nature of the fact attested, the occasion of giving the testimony, 
the possible or probable design in giving it, the disposition of the 
hearers to whom it was given, and several other circumstances, have 
all considerable influence in fixing the degree of credibility. But of 
these I shall have occasion to take notice afterwards. It deserves 
likewise to be attended to on this subject, that in a number of con- 
current testimonies, (in cases wherein there could have been no pre- 
vious concert) there is a probability distinct from that which may be 
termed the sum of the probabilities resulting, from the testimonies of 
the witnesses, a probability which would remain even though the 
witnesses were of such a character as to merit no faith at all. This 
probability ariseth purely from the concurrence itself. That such a 
concurrence should spring from chance, is as one to infinite ; that is, 
in other words, morally impossible. If therefore concert be excluded, 
there remains no other cause but the reality of the fact. 

Now to this species of evidence, testimony, we are first imme- 
diately indebted for all the branches of philology, such as history, 
civil, ecclesiastic, and literary ; grammar, languages, jurisprudence, 
and criticism ; to which I may add revealed religion, as far as it is to 
be considered as a subject of historical and critical inquiry, and so 
discoverable by natural means : and secondly, to the same source 
we owe, as was hinted above, a great part of that light which is com- 
monly known under the name of experience, but which is, in fact, 
not founded on our own personal observations, or the notices origin- 
ally given by our own senses, but on the attested experiences and 
observations of others. So that as hence wo derive entirely our 
knowledge of the actions and productions of men, especially in other 
regions, and in former ages ; hence also we derive, in a much 
greater measure than is commonly imagined, our acquaintance with 
Nature and her works. Logic, rhetoric, ethics, economics, and 
politics, are properly branches of pneumatology, though very closely 
connected with the philological studies above enumerated. 



* Dissertation on Miracles, Part I. Sec. 2. 



CHAP, v.] 



OF RHETORIC. 



63 



lY. — Calculations of chances. 

The last kind of evidence I proposed to consider, was that result- 
ing from calculations of chances^ Chance is not commonly under- 
stood either in philosophic or in vulgar language to imply the exclu- 
sion of a cause, but our ignorance ot the cause. , It is often employed 
to denote a bare possibility of an event, when nothing is known either 
to produce or to hinder it. But in this meaning it can never be made 
the subject of calculation. It then only affords scope to the calcu- 
lator, when a cause is known for the production of an effect, and 
when that effect must necessarily be attended with this or that or the 
other circumstance ; but no cause is known to determine us to re- 
gard one particular circunnstance, in preference to the rest, aa that 
which shall accompany the supposed effect. The effect is then con- 
sidered as necessary, but the circumstance as only ^casual or contin- 
gent. When a die is thrown out of the hand, we know that its gravity 
will make it fall ; we know also, that this, together with its cubical 
figure, will make it lie so, when intercepted by the table, as to have 
one side facing upwards. Thus far we proceed on the certain prin* 
ciples of a uniform experience ; but there is no principle which can 
lead me to conclude, that one side rather than another will be turned 
up. I know that this circumstance is not without a cause ; but is, on 
the contrary, as really effected by the previous tossing which it re^ 
ceivefi} in the hand or in the box, as its fall and the manner of its 
lying are by its gravity and figure. But the various turns or motions 
given it, in this manner, do inevitably escape my notice ; and so are 
held for nothing. I say, therefore, that tbe.chance is equal for every 
one of the six sides. Now, if five of these were marked with the 
same figure, suppose a dagger (f), and only one with an asterisk (*), 
I should, in that^case, say, there were five chances that the die would 
turn up the dagger, for one that it would turn up the asterisk. For 
the turning up each of the six sides being equally possible, there are 
five cases in which the dagger, and only one in which the asterisk, 
would be uppermost. , 

This differs from experience, inasmuch as I reckon the probabil- 
ity here, not from numbering and comparing the events, after re- 
peated trials, but without any trial, from balaucing the possibilities on 
both sides. But though diffei;ent from experience, it is so similar, 
that we cannot wonder that it should produce a similar effect upon 
the mind. These different positions being considered as equal, if 
any of five shall produce one effect, and but the sixth another, the 
mind weighing the different events, resteth in an expectation of that 
in which the greater number of chances concur ; but still accom- 
panied with a degree of hesitancy, .which appears proportioned to the 
number of chances on the opposite side. It is rotich after the same 
manner that the mind, on comparing its own experiences, when five 
instances favour one side, to one that favours the contrary, deter- 
mines the greater credibility of the former. Hence, in all complica- 
ted cases, the very degree of probability may be arithmetically ascer- 
tained. That two dice marked in the common way will turn up 
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seven, is thrice as probable as that thej will turn up eleven, and six 
times as probable as that they will turn up twelve.* The degree of 
probability is here deteriAined demonstratively. It is indeed true^ 
that such mathematical calculations may be founded on experience, 
as well as upon chances. Examples of this we have in the compu- 
tations that nave been made of the value of annuities, insurances, and 
several other commercial articles. In such cases, a great number of 
mslances is necessary, the greatest exactness in collecting them on 
each side, and due care that there be no discoverable peculiarity in 
any of them) which would render them unfit for supporting a gene- 
ral conclusion. 



Part IV. — The superiority of scientific evidence re-examined. 

After the enumeration made in the first part of this section, of the 
principal differences between scientific evidence and moral, I signi- 
fied my intention of resuming the subject aflerwafds, as far at least 
as might be necessary to show, that the prerogatives of demonstra- 
tion are not so considerable, as on a cursory view one is apt to ima- 
gine. It will be proper now to execute this intention. I could not 
attempt it sooner, as the right apprehension of what is to be advanced, 
will depend on a just conception of those things which have lately 
been explained. In the comparison referred to, I contrasted the two 
sorts of evidence, as they are in themselves, without considering the 
influence which the necessary application of our faculties in using 
both, has, and ought to have, on the effect. The observations then 
made in that abstracted view of the subject appear to be well found- 
ed. But that view, I acknowledge, doth not comprehend the whdle 
with which we are concerned. 

It was observed of memory, that as it instantly succeeds sensation, 
it is the repository of all the stores from which our experience is col- 
lected, and that without an implicit faith in the clear representations 
of that faculty, we could not advance a step in the acquisition of ex- 
perimental knowledge. Yet we know that memory is not infallible ; 
nor can we pretend, that in any case there is not a physical possibility 
of her making a false report. Here, it may be said, is an irremedia- 
ble imbecility in the very foundation of moral reasoning. But is it 
less so in demonstrative reasoning ? This point deserves a careful 
examination. 

It was remarked concerning the latter, that it is a proof consisting 
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of an unintemipted series of axioms. The truth of «acli is intuitively 
perceived as we proceed. But this process is of necessity gradual, 
and these axioms are all brought ia sucbession. It must then be 
solely by the aid of men^ory, that they are^ capable of producing con* 
viction in the mind. Nor by this do I mean to affirm, that we«an 
remember the preceding steps, with their connexions, so as to have 
them all present to our view at one instant;; for then we should, in 
that instant, perceive the whole intuitively. Our remembrance, on 
the contrary, amounts to no more than this, that the perception of the 
truth of the axiom to which we are advanced in the proof, is accom- 
panied with a strong impression on the memory, of the satisfadtion 
that the mind received from the justness and regularity of wlitft {pre- 
ceded. And in this we are under a necessity of acquiescing; for 
the understanding is no more capable of contemplating and perceiv- 
ing at once, the truth of all the propositioDS in ^e series, than the 
tongue is capable of uttering them at once. Before we make great 
progress in geometry, we come' to demonstrations, wherein there is a 
reference to -preceding demonstrations ; and ia these perhaps to others 
that preceded them. The bare reflection, that as to these we once 
were satisfied, is accounted by every learner and teacher too, as suf- 
ficient. And if it were not so, no advancement at all could be made 
in this ^science. Yet here again, the whole evidence is reduced to 
the testimony of memory. It may be said that, along with the remem- 
brance now mentioned, there is often in the mind, a conscious power 
of recollecting the several steps, whenever il pleases ; but the power 
of recollecting them severally and successively, and the actual instan- 
taneous recollection of the whole, are widely 'different. Now what 
is t^e consequence of this induction 1 It is plainly' this, that in spite 
of the pride of mathesis, no demonstration whatever can produce, or 
reasonably ought to produce, a higher degree of certainty, than that 
which results from the vivid representations of memory, on which the 
ether is obliged to lean. Sudi is here the natural subordination, how- 
ever rational and purely intellectual the former may be accounted, 
however mysterious and inexplicable tlie latter. For it is manifest 
that, without a perfect acquiescence in such representations, the ma- 
thematician could not advance a single step beyond his definitions 
and axioms. Nothing therefore is more certain, however inconceiva- 
ble it appeared to Dr. Priestley, than what was affirmed by Dr. Os- 
wald, that the posaibility of error attends the most complete demonstra- 
tion. 

If from theory we recur to fact, we s^all quickly find, that those 
most deeply versed in this sort of reasoning are conscious of the just- 
ness of the remark now made. A geometrician, I sha^l suppose, dis- 
covers a new theorem, which, having made a diagram for the purpose, 
be attempts to demonstrate, and succeeds in the attempt. The figure 
he hath constructed is very complex, and the demonstration long. 
Allow me now to ask, WiU he be so perfectly satisfied on the first 
trial,- as not to think it of importance to make a second, perhaps a 
third, and a fourth ? ' Whence arises this difilidence ? Purely from 
the consciousness of the fallibility of his own faculties. But to what 
purpose, it may be «aid, the reiterations of the attempt, since it is im- 
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possible for him, bv any eiTorts, to shake off his depeodajace od (he ac- 
curacy of liis atlenf ioo, aod fidelity of his memory 1 Or, what can he 
have more than reiterated testimonies of bis memory, in suppprt of 
the truth of its former testimony ? 1 acknowledge that, after a hun- 
dred attempts, he can have no more. But even this is a great deal. 
We learn from experience, that the mistakes or oversights commit led 
by the mind in one operation are sometimes, on a review, corrected 
in a second, or perhaps in a third. Besides, the repetition, when no 
error is discovered, enhvens the remembrance, and so strengthens the 
conviction. But for this conviction, it is plain that we are in a great 
measure indebted to memory, and in some measure even to experi- 
ence. 

Arithmetical operations, as well as geometrical, are in their nature 
scientific ; yet the most accurate accountants are very sensible of the 
possibility of committing a blunder, and therefore rarely fail, for se- 
curing the matter, when it is of importance, to prove what they have 
done, by trying to effect the same thing another way. You have em- 
ployed yourself, I suppose, in resolving some difficult problem by 
al*^ebra, and are convinced that your solution is just. One whom you 
know to be an expert algebraist carefully peruses the whole opera- 
tion, and acquaints you that he hath discovered an error in your pro- 
cedure. You are that instant sensible that your conviction was not 
of such an impregnable nature, but that his single testimony, in con- 
sequence of the confidence you repose in- his experienced veracity 
and skill, nciakes a considerable abatement in it. 

Many cases might be supposed, of Belief founded only on moral 
evidence, which it would be impossible thus to shake. A man of 
known probity and good sense, and (if you think it makes an addition 
of any moment in this case,) an astronomer and philosopher, bids you 
look at the sun as it goes down, and tells you, with a serious counte- 
nance, that the sun which sets to-day will never rise again upon the 
earth. What would be the effect of this declaration? Would it create 
in you any doubts ? I believe it might, as to the soundness of the man's 
intel'ects, but not as to the truth of what he said. Thus, if we regard on- 
ly the effect, demonstration itself doth not always produce such immo- 
vable certainty, as is sometimes consequent on merely moral evidence. 
And if there are, on the other hand, some well-known demonstrations, 
o^ so g> eat authority, that it would equally look like lunacy to impugn, 
ii may deserve the attention of the curious, to inquire how far, with 
respect to the bulk of mankind, these circumstances, their having 
stood the test of ages, their having obtained the universal suffrage of 
those who are qualified to examine them, things purely of the nature 
of moral evidence, have contributed to that unshaken faith with which 
they are received. 

The principal difference, then, in respect of the result of both kinds, 
is reduced to this narrow point. In mathematical reasoning, provi- 
ded v ou a e ascertanied of the regular procedure of the mind, to affirm 
that the conclusion is false, implies a contradiction ; in moral reason- 
ing, though the procedure of the mind were quite unexceptionable, 
there still remains a physical possibility of the falsity of the conclu- 
sion. But how small this difference is in reality, any judicious per- 
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son who but attends a little may easily discover. The geometrician, 
for instance, can no more doubt, whether the book called Euclid's 
Elements is a human composition, whether its contents were disco- 
vered and digested into the order in ^hich they are there disposed, by 
human genius and art, than he can doubt the truth of the propositions 
therein demonstrated. Is he in the smallest degree surer of any of 
the properties of the circle, than that if he take away his hand from the 
compasses, with which he is describing it on the wall, they will imme- 
diately fall to the ground 1 These tlnngs affect his mind, and influ- 
ence his practice, precisely in the same manner. 

So much for the various kinds of evidence, whether intuitive or de- 
ductive ; intuitive evidence, as divided into that of pure intellection, 
of Consciousness, and of common sense, under the last of which that 
of memory is included ; deductive evidence, as divided into scientific 
and* moral, with the subdivisions of the latter into experience, analogy, 
and testimony, to whicli hath been added, the consideration of a mix- 
ed species concerning chances, So much for the various subjects of 
discourse, and the sorts of eviction of which the^ are resnectively sus- 
cep ible. This, though peculiarly the logician's province, is the foun- 
dation of all conviction, and consequently of persuasion too. To at- 
tain either of these ends, the speaker must always assume the charec- 
ter of the close and candid reasoner : for though he may he an acute 
logician who is no orator, he will never be a consummate orator who 
is no logician. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

•r THT If ATTTRE AND USB OF THE SCHOLASTIC ART OF STLLOOIZINO. 

Having in the preceding chapter endeavoured to trace the out- 
lines of natural logic, perhaps with more minuteness than in such an 
inqairy as thi» was strictlj necessary, it might appear strange to pass 
over im sflenev the dialectic of the schools ; an art which,, though now 
fallen^ into disrepute,. mfnntained,.for a tract of ageSr the highest repu- 
tation among the learned. What was so long regarded as teaching 
the only legitimate use and application of our rational powers in the 
acquisition of knowledge, ought not surely, when we are employed 
io' invescignting the nature and the different sorts of evidence, to be 
ftltogethet overlooked. 

It is long since I was convinced, by what Mr. Locke hath said on 
the subject,, that the syllogistic art, with its figures and moods, serves 
more to display the ingenuity of the inventor, and to exercise the ad- 
dt-ess and f&ency of the learner, than to assist the diligent inquirer in 
his researches aher truth. The method of proving by syllogism ap- 
peirs,^ even on a superficial review,, both unoalural and prolix. The 
rules laid down for distinguishing the conclusive from the inconclu- 
sive forms of argument, the true syllogism from the various kinds of 
sophism,, are at once cumbersome to the memory, and unnecessary 
in practice. No person, one may venture to pronounce, will ever be 
made a reasoner who stands in need of them. In a word, the whole 
bears the manifest indications of an artful and ostentatious parade of 
learning, calculated for giving the appearance of great profundity to 
what in fact is very shallow. Such, I acknowledge, have been, of a 
long time, my sentiments on the subject. On a nearer inspection, I 
cannot say I have* found reason to alter them, though* I thmk I have 
seen a little further into the nature of the disputative science, and 
consequently into the grounds of its futility. I shall, therefore, as 
briefly as possible, lay before the reader a few observations on the 
subject, and so dismiss this article. 

Permit me only to premise in general, that I proceed all along on 
the supposition, that the reader hath some previous acquaintance 
with school logic. It would be extremely superfluous in a work like 
this, to give even the shortest abridgment that could be made of an 
art so well known, and which is still to be found in many thousand 
volumes. On the other hand, it is not necessary that he be an adept 
wr it, a mere smattering will sufficiently serve the present purpose. 

My first observation is, that this method of arguing has not the 
least affinity to moral reasoning, the procedure in the one being the 
very reverse of that employed in the other. In moral reasoning we 
proceed by analysis,, and ascend from particulars to universals ; in 
syllogizing we proceed by synthesis, and descend from universals to 
particulars. The analytic is the only method which we can follow, in 
the acq^uisition of natural^ knowledge, or of whatever regards actual 
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existences ; the synthetic is more properly the method that ought to 
be pursued in the application of knowledge already acquired. It is 
for this reason it has been called the didactic method, as being the 
shortest way of communicating the principles of a science. But 
even in teaching, as often as\ve attempt, not barely to inform, but to 
convince, there is a necessity of recurring to the tract, in ^vhich the 
knowledge we would convey was first attained. jNow, the method 
of reasoning by syllogism more resembles mathematical demonstra- 
tion, wherein, from universal principles, called axioms, we deduce 
many truths, which, though general in their nature, may, when com- 
pared with those first principles, be justly styled particular. Whereas, 
in all kinds of knowledge, wherein experience is our only guide, we 
can proceed to general truths, 'solely by an induction of particulars. 

Agreeably to this renwrk, if a syllogism be regular in mood and 
figure, and if the premises be true, the conclusion is infallible. The 
whole foundation of the syllogistic art lies in thes^ two axioms : 
^^Things which coincide with the same thing, coincide with one an- 
other and Two things, whereof one does, and one does not coin- 
cide with the same thing, do not coincide with one another." On 
the former rest all the affirmative syllogisms, on the latter all the 
negative. Accordingly, there is no more mention here of probability 
and of degrees of evidence, than in the operations of geometry and 
algebra. It is true, indeed, that the term probable may be admitted 
into a syllogism, and make an essential part of the conclusion, and so 
it may also in an arithmetical computation ; but this does not in the 
least affect what was advanced just now ; for, in all such cases, the 
probability itself is assumed in one of the premises : whereas, in the 
inductive method of reasoning, it often happens, that from certain 
facts we can deduce only probable consequences. 

I observe secondly, that though this manner of arguing has more 
of the nature of scientific reasoning, than of moral, it has neverthe- 
less, not been thought worthy of being adopted by mathematicians, as 
a proper method of demonstrating their theorems. I am satisfied 
that mathematioal denK»nstration is capable of being moulded into 
the syllogistic form, having made the trial with success on some 
propositions. But that this form is a very incommodious one, and has 
many disadvantages, but not one advantage of that commonly prac- 
tbed, will be manifest to every one who makes the experiment. It 
is at once more indirect, more tedious, and more obscure. I may 
add, that if into thosetrt)stract sciences one were to introduce some 
specious fallacies, such fallacies could be much more easily sheltered 
under the awkward verbosity of this artificial method, than under the 
elegant simplicity of that which has hitherto been used. 

My third remark, which, by the way, is directly consequent on the 
two former, shall be, that, in the ordinary application of this art to 
matters with which we can be made acquainted only by experience, 
it can be of little or no utility. So far from leading the mind agree- 
ably to the design of all argument and investigation, from things 
known to things unknown, and by things evident to things obscure ; 
its usual progress is, on the contrary, from things less known, to 
things better known, and by things obscure to things evident. But 
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that it may not be thought that I do iojuntice to the art by this repre- 
santation, I must entreat that the few following considerations may 
be attended to. 

When in the way of induction, the mind proceeds from individual 
instances to the discovery of such truths as regard a species, and 
from these again, to such as comprehend a genus, we may say with 
reason, that, as we advance, there may be in every succeeding step, 
and commonly is, less certainty than in the preceding ; but in no in- 
stance whatever can there be more. Besides, as the judgment 
formed concerning the less general .was anterior to that formed con- 
cerning the more genera], so the conviction is more vivid arising from 
both circumstances ; that being less general, it is more distinctly 
conceived, and being earlier, it is more deeply imprinted. Now the 
customary procedure in the syllogistic science is, as was remarked, 
the natural method reversed, being from general to special, and con- 
sequently from less to more obvious. In scientific reasoning the 
case is very different, as the axioms or universal truths, from which 
the mathematician argues, are so far from being the slow result of in- 
duction and experience, that they are self-evident. They are no 
sooner apprehended than necessarily assented to. 

But to illustrate the matter by examples, take the following speci- 
men in Barbara^ the first mood of the first figure : 

All animals feel ; 

Ail horses are animals; 

Therefore all horses feel. 

It is impossible that any reasonable man, who really doubts whether 
a horse has feehng or is a mere automaton, should be convinced by 
this argument. For, supposing he uses the names horse and animal^ 
as standing in the same relation of species and genus, which they bear 
in the common acceptation of the words, the argument you employ 
is, in effect, but an affirmation of the point which he denies, couched 
in such terms as include a multitude of other similar affirmations, 
which, whether true or false, are nothing to the purpose. Thus, all 
animals fed, is only a compendious expression for all horses feel, all 
dogs feel, all camels feel, all eagles feel, and so through the whole an- 
imal creation. I affirm, besides, that the procedure here is from 
things less known to things better known. It is possible that one may 
believe the conclusion who denies the major: but the reverse is not 
possible ; for, to express myself in the language of the art, that may 
be predicated of the species, which is not predicable of the genus ; 
but that can never be predicated of the genus which is not predicable 
of the species. If one, therefore, were under such an error in regard 
to the brutes, true logic, which is always coincident with good sense, 
would lead our reflections to the indications of perception and feel- 
ing, given by these animals, and the remarkable conformity which in 
this respect, and in respect of their bodily organs, they bear to our 
own species. 

It may be said, that if the subject of the question were a creature 
much more ignoble than the horse, there would be no scope for this 
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objection to the argument. Substitute, then, the word oysters for 
horses in the minor, and it will stand thus : 

All animals feel ; 

All Gysters are animals; 

Therefore all oysters feel : 

In order to give the greater advantage to the advocfite for this scho- 
lastic art, let us suppose the antagonist does not maintain the oppo- 
site side from any favour to Descartes' theory concerning brutes, but 
from some notion entertained of that particular order of beings, which 
is the subject of dispute. It is evident, that though he should admit 
the truth of the major, he would regard the minor as merely another 
manner of expressing the conclusion ; for he would conceive an ani- 
mal no otherwise, than as a body endowed with sensation or feeling. 

Sometimes, indeed, there is not in the premises any position more 
generic, under which the conclusion can ]be comprised. In this case 
you always find that the same proposition is exhibited in different 
words : insomuch that the stress of the argument lies in a mere sy- 
nonyma, or something equivalent. The following is an example : 

The Almighty ought to be worshipped ; 

God is the Almighty ; 

Therefore God ought to be worshipped. 

It would be superfluous to illustrate that this argument could have no 
greater influence on the Epicurean, than the first mentioned one 
would have on the Cartesian. To suppose the contrary is to suppose 
the conviction effected by the charm of a sound, and not by the sense 
of what is^vanced. Thus, also, the middle term and the subject 
frequently correspond to each other ; as the definition, description, 
or circumlocution, and the name. Of this I shall give an example in 
Disamis^ as in the technical dialect, the third mood of the third tigure 
is denominated : 

Some men are rapacious ; 

All men are rational animals ; 

Therefore some rational animals are rapacious. 

Who does not perceive that rational animals is but a periphrasis for 
meni 

It may be proper to subjoin one example at least in negaiive syllo- 
gisms. The subsequent is one in Celarentj the second mood of the 
first figure : 

Nothing violent is lasting ; 
But tyranny is violent ; 
Therefore tyranny is not lasting. 

Here a thing violent serves for the genus of which tyranny is a 
species ; and nothing can be clearer than that it requires much less 
experience to discover, whether shortness of duration be justly 
attributed to tyranny the species, than whether it be justly predicated 
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of every violent thing. The application of what was said on the first 
example to that now given, is so obvious, that it would be losing time 
to attempt farther to illustrate it. 

Logicians have been at pains to discriminate the regular and con- 
sequential combinations of the three terms, as they are called, from 
the irregular and inconsequent. A combination of the latter kind, if 
the defect be in the form, is called a paralogism ; if in the sense, a 
sophism ; though sometimes these two appellations are confounded. 
Of the latter, one kind is denominated petitio principiif which is 
commonly rendered in English a beginning of the question^ and is 
defined, the proving of a thing by itself, whether expressed in the 
same or in different words ; or, which amounts to the same thiiig, 
assuming in the proof the very opinion or principle proposed to be 
proved. It is surprising that this should ever have been by those 
artists styled a sophism, since it is in fact so essential to the art, that 
there is always some radical defect in a syllogism, which is not 
chargeable with this. The truth of what I now affirm will appear to 
any one, on the slightest review of what has been evinced in the 
preceding part of the chapter. 

The fourth and last observation I shall make on this topic is, that 
the proper province of the syllogistical science is rather the adjustment 
of our language, in expressing ourselves on subjects previously 
known, than the acquisition of knowledge in things themselves. 
According to M. du Marsais, *' Reasoning consists in deducing, 
inferring, or drawing a judgment from other judgments already known; 
or rather, in showing that the judgment in question has been already 
formed implicitly, insomuch that the only point is to develope it, and 
show its identity with some anterior judgment/'* Now I affirm that 
the former part of this definition suits all deductive reasoning, whether 
scientifical or moral, in which the principle deduced is distinct from, 
however closely related to, the principles from which the deduction is 
made. The latter part of the definition, which begins with the words 
or rather, does not answer as an explication of the former, as the 
author seems to have intended ; but exactly hits the character of 
syllogistic reasoning, and indeed of all sorts of controversy merely 
verbal. If you regard only the thing signified, the argument conveys 
no instruction, nor does it forward us in the knowledge of things a 
single step. But if you regard principally the signs, it may serve to ■ 
correct misapplication of them, through inadvertency or otherwise. 

In evincing the truth of this doctrine, — I shall begin with a simple 
illustration from what may happen to any one in studying a foreign 
tongue. I learn from an Italian and French dictionary, that the 
Italian word pecora corresponds to the French word brebis, and from 
a French and English dictionary, that the French brebis corres- 
ponds to the English sheep. Hence I form this argument, 

• Le raisonnement consiste k d6duire, k infiferer, k tirer un jugement d*au- 
tres jugemens d6ja connus ; ou plutot k faire voir que le jugement dont il s'agit, 
a d6ja et6 port6 d'une maniere implicite ; des sorte qu'il n*est plus question que 
de le developer, et d*en faire voire Pidentite aVec quelque jugement anterieur. 
Logique, Art. 7. 
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Peeora. ia the same with brebiaf 
Brebis is the same with sheep ; 
Therefore pecora is the same with sheep. 

This, though not in mood and fieure, is evidently conclusive. Nay, 
more, if the words pecora, brebis^ and sheep^ under the notion of 
signs, be regarded as the terms, it has three distinct terms, and 
contains a direct and scientifical didduction from this axiom, Thing! 
coincideot with the same thing are coincident with one another." On 
the other hand, let the things signified be solely regarded, and there 
is but one term in the whole, namely, the species of quadruped, 
dieted by three names above mentioned. Nor is there, in this 
view of the matter, another judgment in all the three propositioiM but 
thia identical one, A sheep is a sheep." 

Nor let it be imagined that the only right application can be in the 
aoquiskion of strange languages. Every tongue whatever gives 
scope for it, inasmuch as in every tongue the speaker labours under 
great inconveniences, especially on abstract questions, both from the 
paucity, obscurity, and ambiguity of the words on the one hand ; and 
from his^ own misapprehensions, and imperfect acquaintance with 
them* on the other. As a man may, therefore, by an artful and 
sophistical use of them, be brought to admit, in certain terms, what 
he would deny in others, this disputatious discipline may, under 
proper management, by Setting in a stronger light the inconsistencies 
occasioned by such improprieties, be rendered instrumental in correct- 
ing them. It was remarked ahove,f that such propositions as these, 
** Twelve are a dozen," — " Twenty are a score," unless considered 
as explications of the words dozen and score, are quite insignificant. 
This limitation, however, it was necessary to add ; for those positions 
which are identical when considered purely as relating to the things 
signified, are nowise identical when regarded purely as explanatory 
of the names. Suppose that through the imperfection of a man's 
knowledge in the language, aided by another's sophistry, and perhaps 
his own inattention, he is brought to admit of the one term, what he 
* would refuse of the other, such an argument as this might be em- 
ployed, 

Twel-ve, you allow, aie equal to the fifth part of sixty ; 

Now a dozen are equal to twelve; 

Therefore a dozen are equal to the fifth part of sixty. 

I mark the case rather strongly, for the sake of illustration ; for I am 
sensible, that in what regards things so definite as all names of 
number are, it is impossible for any who is not quite ignorant of the 
tongue, to be misled. But the intelligent reader will easily conceive, 
that in abstruse and metaphysical subjects, wherein the terms are 
oflen both ei:tensive and indefinite in their signification, and some- 
times even equivocal, the most acute and wary may be ent^ingl^d in 
them. 



*Chap. V. Sect I. Parti. 
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In farther confirmation of my fourth remark I shall produce ao 
example in Camestrest the second mood of the . second figure : 

All animals are mortal ; 
But angels are not mortal ; 
Therefore angels are not animals. 

When the antagonist calls an angel an animal, it must proceed from 
one or other of these two causes, either from an error in regard to 
the nature of the angelic order, or from a mistake as to the import 
of the English word animal. If the first be the case ; namely, some 
erroneous opinion about angels, as that they are embodied spirits, 
generated and corruptible like ourselves ; it is evident that the fore- 
mentioned syllogism labours under the common defect of all syllo- 
gisms. It assumes the very point in qusetion. But if the difference 
between the disputants be, as it frequently happens, merely verba], 
and the opponent uses the word animalj as another name for living 
creature, and as exactly corresponding to the Greek term,^ arguments 
of this sort may, be of service for setting the impropriety of such a 
misapplication of the English name in a clearer light. For let it be 
observed, that though Nature hath strongly marked the principal 
differences to be found in different orders of beings, a procedure 
which hath suggested to men the manner of classing things into 
genera and species, this does not hold equally in every case. Hence 
it is, that the general terms in different languages do not always ex- 
actly correspond. Some nations from particular circumstances, 
are more affected by one property in objects, others by another. 
This leads to a different distribution of things under their several 
names. Now, though it is not of importance that the words in one 
tongue exactly correspond to those in another, it is of importance 
that in the same tongue uniformity in this respect be, as muc^ as 
possible, observed. Errors in regard to the signs, tend not only to 
retard the progress of knowledge, but to introduce errors in regard 
to the things signified. Now by suggesting the different attributes 
comprised in the definition of the term, as so many mediums in the 
proof, an appeal is made to the adversary's practice in the language. 
In this way such mediums may be presented, as will satisfy a candid 
adversary, that the application he makes of the term in question, is 
not conformable to the usage of the tongue. 

On the other hand it is certain, that in matters of an abstract and 
complex nature, where the terms are comprehensive, indefinite, not 
in frequent use, and consequently not well ascertained, men may 
argue together eternally, without making the smallest impression on 
each other, not sensible all the while, that there is not at bottom any 
difference between them, except as to the import of words and 
phrases. I do not say, however, that this is a consequence peculiar 
to this manner of debating, though perhaps ofltener resulting from it, 
on account of its many nice distinctions, unmeaning subtleties, and 
mazy windings, than from any other manner. For it must be owned. 
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that the syllogistic art has at least as oAen beed emplQyed for impos* 
ing fallacies on the understandiog, as for detecting those imposed. 
And though verbal controversy seems to be its natural province* it is 
neither the only method adapted to such discussionsf nor the most 
expeditious. 

To conclude then, what shall we denominate the artificial system, ' 
or organ of truth, as it has been called, of which we have been treat- 
ing ? Shall we style it* the art of reasoning 1 So honourable an ap- 
pellation it by no means merits, since, as hath been shown, it is ill 
adapted to scientific matters, and for that reason never employed by 
the mathematician ; and is utterly incapable of assisting us in our re- 
searches into nature. Shall we then pronounce it the science of 
logomachyy or in plain English, the art of fighting with words, and 
about words 1 And in this wordy warfare, shall we say that the rules 
of syllogizing are the tactics 1 This would certainly hit the matter 
more pearly ; but I know not how it happens, that to call any thing 
logomachy or aUereation^ woiild be considered as giving bad names ; 
and when a good use may be made of an invention, it seems unrea- 
sonable to fix an odious name upon it, which ought only to discrimi- 
nate the abuse. I shall therefore only title it, the scholastic art of 
disputation.* It is the schoolmen's science of defence. 

When all erudition consisted more in an acquaintance with words, 
and an address in using them, than in the knowledge of things, dex- 
terity in this exercitation conferred as much lustre on the scholar, as 
agility in the tilts and tournaments added glory to the knight. In 
proportion as the attention of mankind has been drawn off to the study 
of Nature, the honours of this contentious art have faded, and it is 
now almost forgotten. There is no reason to wish its revival, as 
eloquence seems to have been very little benefited by it, and phi- 
losophy still less. 

Nay, there is but too good reason to affirm, that there are two 
evils at least which it has gendered. These are, first, an itch of dis- 
puting on every subject, however uncontrovertible ; the other, a sort 
of philosophic pride, which will not permit us to think that we believe 
any thing, even a self-evident principle, without a previous reason or 
argument. In order to gratify this passion, we invariably recur to 
words, and are at immense pains to lose ourselves in clouds of our 
own raising. We imagine we are advancing and making wonderful 
progress, while the mist of words in which we have involved our in- 
tellects, hinders us from discerning that we are moving in a circle all 
the time.f 

* It answers to that branch of logic which Lord Vcrulam styles Doctrina de 
dmehU hermenuB ; concerning which he affirms, Dedimus ei nomen ex usu, 
qaia verus ejus i^sus est plan^ redargutio, et cautio circa iisum verborum. Clui- 
nimo partem illam de prsedicamentis, si rect6 instituatur, circa cautiones de non 
confundendis aut transponendis definitionum et divisionum terminis, prsecipuum 
asum sortiri existimamus, et bucetiam referri malumus." De Aug. Sci. L. 
V. c. 4, 

fHow ridiculous are the efforts which some very learned and judicious men 
have' made, in order to evince that whatever begins to exist must have a cause. 
One argues, "There must have been a cause to determine the time and place,'* 
as though it were more evident that the accidents could not be determined 
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witboQt a cause, Umui that the ezutence of the thug could not be so deter- 
mined. Another inaiete very coriously, that if a thing bad no caoae, it must 
have been the cause of itself ; a third, with equal consistency, that nothing must 
have been the cause. Thus, by always assuming the absoluie necessity of a causey 
ther demonstrate the abmUvie necessity of a cause. For a full illustration of the 
futility of such pretended reasonings, see the Treatise of Human Nature, B. I. 
Part ui. Sect X I do not think they have succeeded better who have attempted 
to assign a reason for the faith we have in this principle, that thefvture tnll re- 
semble the past. A late author imagines, that he solves the difficulty at once, 
by saying, that what is now time past, was once future ; and that thoush no 
man has had experience of what is future, every man has had experience oTwhat 
was future.** Would it then be more perspicuous to state the question thus, 
How come we to believe that what is future, not what wasfuturey will resem- 
ble the past 7" Of the first he says expressly, that no man has had experience, 
though almost in the same breath he tells us, not very consistently, The an- 
swer is sufficient, have we not always found it to be so ?" an answer which appears 
to me not more illogical than ungramroatical. But admitting with him, that to 
consider time as past or future (though no distinction can be more precise,) is 
only puzzling the question ; let us inquire whether a reason can be assigned, for 
judgin|f that the unknown time will resemble the known. Suppose our whole 
time divided into equal portions. Call these portions A, B, C, £, F, G. Of 
these the three first have been experienced, the remaining four are not The 
three first I found to resemble one another, but how must I argue with regard 
to the rest ? Shall I say, B was like A, therefore D will be like C ; or, if you 
think it strengthens the argument, shall I say, C resembled A and B, therefore 
D will resemble A, B, and C ? I would gladly know what sort of reasoning, sci- 
entifical or moral, this could be denominated ; or what is the medium by which 
the conclusion is made out ? Suppose, farther, I get acquainted with D, for- 
merly unknown, and find that it actually resembles A, B, and C, how can this 
furnish me with any knowledge of E, F, and G, things totally distinct? The 
resemblance I have discovert in D to A, B, and C, can never be extended to 
any thins that is not D, nor any part of D, namely to E, F, and G ; unless y w 
assume this as the medium, that the unknown will resemble the known ; or which 
is equivalent, that the future will resemble the past. So far is this principle, 
therefore, from beinp deduced from particular experiences, that it is fundamen- 
tal to all particular deductions from experience, in which we could not advance 
a single step without it. We are often misled in cases of this nature, by a vague 
and popular use of words, not attending to the nicer differences in their import 
in different situations. If one were to ask me, ** Have you then no reason to be- 
lieve that the future will resemble the past ?" I should certainly answer, "I have 
the greatest reason to believe it." And if the question had been concerning a 
geometrical axiom, I should have returned the same answer. By reason we 
often mean, not an argument, or medium of proving, but a ground in human 
nature on which a particular judgment is founded. Nay farther, as no progress 
in reasoning can be made where there is no foundation, (and first principles are 
here the sole foundation,) T should readily admit, that the man who does not be- 
lieve such propositions, if it were possible to find such a man, is perfectly iria- 
tional, and consequently not to be argued with. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OF THE CONSIDERATION WHICH THE SPEAKER OUGHT TO HAVE OF 
THE HEARERS, AS MEN IN GENERAL. 

Rhetoric, as was observed already, not only considers the sub- 
ject} but also the hearers and the speaker.* The hearers must be 
considered in a twofold view, as men in general, and as such men in 
particular. ^ 

As men in general, it must be allowed there are certain principles 
in our nature, which, when properly addressed and managed, give no 
inconsiderable aid to reason in promoting belief. Nor is it just to 
conclude from this concession, as som^ have hastily done, that ora- 
tory may be defined, The art of deception." The use of such 
helps will be found, on a stricter examination, to be in most cases 
quite legitimate, and even necessary, if we would give reason herself 
that influence which is certainly her due. In order to evince the 
truth considered by itself, conclusive arguments alone are requisite ; 
but in order to convince me by these arguments, it is moreover re- 
quisite that they be understood, that they be atten(led to, that they be 
remembered by me ; and, in order to persuade me by them to any 
particular action or conduct, it is farther requisite that, by interesting 
me in the subject, they may, as it were, be felt. It is not therefore 
the understanding alone that is here concerned. If the orator would 
prove successful, it is necessary that he engage in his service all 
these different powers of the mind, the imagination, the memory, and 
the passions. These are hot the supplanters of reason, or even 
rivals in her sway ; they are her handmaids, by whose ministry she 
is enabled to usher truth into the heart, and procure it there a favour- 
able reception. As handmaids they are liable to be seduced by so- 
phistry in the garb of reason, and sometimes are made ignorantly to 
lend their aid in the introduction of falsehood. But their service is 
not on this account to be dispensed with ; there is even a necessity 
of employing It founded in our nature. Our eyes and hands and 
feet will give us the sai^e assistance in doing mischief as in do- 
ing good ; but it would not therefore be better for the world, that all 
mankind were blind and lame. Arms are not to be laid aside by 
honest men, because carried by assassins and ruffians ; they are to 
be used the rather for this very reason. Nor are those mental pow- 
ers of which eloquence so much avails herself, like the art of war or 
other human arts, perfectly indifferent to good and evil, and only 
beneficial as they are rightly employed. On the contrary, they are 
by nature, as will perhaps appear afterwards, more friendly to truth 
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than to falsehood, and more easily retained in the cause of virtue 
than in that of vice.* 



SECTION 1. 

MEN CONSIDERED AS ENDOWED IVITH UNDERSTANDING. 

But to descend to particulars ; the first thing to be studied bj ttie 
speaker is, that his arguments may be understood. If they be unin- 
telligible, Uie cause must be either in the sense or in the expression. 
It lies in the sense, if the mediums of proof be such as the hearers 
are unacquainted with ; that is, if the ideas iutroduoed be either with- 
out the sphere of their knowledge, or too abstract for their apprehen- 
sion and habits of thinking. It lies in the sense likewise, if the train 
of reasoning (though no unusual ideas should be introduced,) be 
longer, or more complex, or more intricate, than they are accustomed 
to. But as the fitness of the arguments in these respects depends 
on the capacity, education, and attainments of the hearers, which in 
different orders of men are different, this properly belongs to the con- 
sideration which the speaker ought to have of his audience, not as 
men in general, but as such men in particular. The obscurity which 
ariseth from the expression will come in course to be considered in 
the sequel. 



SECTION II. 

MEN CONSIDERED AS ENDOWED WITH IMAGINATION. 

The second thing requisite is that his reasoning be attended to ; 
for this purpose the imagination must be engaged. Attention is pre- 

* " Notandum est enim, aifectus ipsos ad bonum apparens semper ferri, atque 
hac ex parte aliquid habere cum ratione commune : verum illud interest ; quod 
affectus intuentur pmcipue honum in prasentia; ratio prospiciens in longunif etiam, 
futuruniy et in summa, Ideoque cum qus in preesentia obversentur, impleant 
phantasiam fortius, succumbit plerumque ratio et subjugatur. Sed postquam 
eloquentii, et suasionum vi effectum sit, ut futura et remota constituantur et 
conspiciantur tanquum prsesenlia, tum demum abeunte in partes rationis 
phantasia, ratio fit superior. Ooncludamus igitur^ non deberi magis vitio verti 
Rhetoricaf quod deteriorem partem cohonestare sciat ; quam DidediccRf quod 
sophismata concinnare doceat. Gluis enim nescitj contrariorum eandem ratio- 
nem esse, licit usu opponan'ur ?" De Aug. Sci. L. vi. c. 3. Ta iiroKeijteva irpay- 
fiara ov)^ bfjiOKos ^^^^^ 'f'** ra ffeXTiu rri t^vaci cvcvWoyiTorepa xai jrt- 

Bav(OTtpa, 'wf hirXtJs tiiteiv — ct 6^ Sti /leyaAa pXaxj/eiev av h ^pcifisvos iStKOis rrj roiavTJi 
Swofiei T«v Xoycjv rovro tt koivov irt Kara navrav tcjv ayadojv, irXrjv aperris. Kai /iaXtro 
Kara twv ;i^p»j<rt/xa)rarwv, Siov la^vog, vyuias, irXovrov s'parrjyiaf roiovTOtg ya^ dv ns 
(o^eXrjarcic ra neyi^a, •x^poyjievog 6tKai<os^ Kai PXaxpstev aSiKOiS. Arist Rhet. L. 1 C. 1. 
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requisite to every effect of speaking, and without some gratificatioB 
in hearing, there will be no attention, at leasts of any continuance. 
Those qualities in ideas which principally gratify the fancy are viva- 
city, beauty, sublimity, novelty. Nothing contributes more to vi- 
vacity than striking resemblances in the imagery, which convey, 
besides, an additional pleasure of their own. 

But there is still a farther end to be served by pleasing the ima- 
gination, than that of awakening and preserving the attention, how- 
ever important this purpose alone ought to be accounted. I will not 
say with a late subtile metaphysician,* that " Belief consisteth m the 
liveliness of our ideas." That this doctrine is erroneous, it would 
be quite foreign to my purpose to attempt here to evince, t Thus 
much however is indubitable, that belief commonly enlivens our 
ideas; and that lively ideas have a stronger influence than faint 
ideas to induce belief. But so far are these two from being coinci- 
dent, that even this connexion between them, though common, is not 
necessary. Vivacity of ideas is not always accompanied with faith, 
nor is faith always able to produce vivacity. The ideas raised in 
my mind by the Oedipus Tyrannus of Sophocles, or the Lear of 
Shakspeare, are incomparably more lively than those excited by a 
cold but faithful historiographer. Yet I may give full credit to the 
languid narrative of the latter, though I believe not a single sentence 
in those tragedies. If a proof were asked of the greater vivacity in 
the one case than in the other, (which, by the way, must be finally 
determined by consciousness,) let these effects serve for arguments. 
The ideas of the poet give greater pleasure, command closer atten- 
tion, operate more strongly on the passions,, and are longer remem- 
bered. If these be not suffidient evidences of greater, vivacity, I own 
I have no apprehension of the meaning which that author affixes to 
the term. The connexion, however, that generally subsisteth be- 
tween vivacity and belief will appear less marvellous, if we reflect 
that there is not so great a difference between argument and illustra- 
tion as is usually imagined. The same ingenious writer says, con- 
cerning moral reasoning, that it is but a kind of comparison. The 
truth of this assertion any one will easily be convinced of, who con- 
siders the preceding observations on that subject. 

Where then lies the difference between addressing the judgment, 
and addressing the fancy 1 and what hath given rise to the distinc- 
tion between ratiocination and imagery ? The following observations 
will serve for an answer to this query. It is evident, that though the 
mind receives a considerable pleasure from the discovery of resem- 
blance, no pleasure is received when the resemblance is of such a 
nature as is familiar to every body. Such are those resemblances 
which result from 4he specific and generic qualities of ordinary ob- 
jects. What gives the principal delight to the imagination is the ex- 
hibition of a s|rong likeness, which escapes the notice of the genera- 
hty of people. The similitude of man to man, eagle to eagle, sea to 

* The Author of A Treatise of Human Nature, in 3 vols, 
t If one is desirous to see a refutation of this principle, let him consult Reid's 
Inquiry, Ch.ii. Sect. 5. 
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sea, ory ia brief, of one individual to another individaal of the same 
species, affects not the fancy in the least What poet would ever 
think of comparing a combat between two of his heroes to a combat 
between other two 1 Tet nowhere else will he find so strong a resem- 
blance. Indeed, to the faculty of imagination this resemblance ap» 
pears rather under the notion of identity ; although it be the founda- 
tion of the strongest reasoning from experience. Again, the simila- 
rity of one species to another of the same genus, as of the lion to the 
tiser, of the alder to the oak, though this too be a considerable fund 
of argumentation, hardly strikes the fancy more than the preceding, 
inasmuch as the generical properties, whereof every species partici- 
pates, are also obvious. But if from the experimental reasoning we 
descend to the analogical, we may be said to come upon a common 
to which reason and fancy have an equal claim. A comparison," 
says Quintilian,* hath almost the effect of an example." But 
what are rhetorical comparisons, when brought to illustrate any point 
inculcated on the hearers, (what are they, I say,) but arguments from 
analogy? In proof of this let us borrow an instance from the fore- 
mentioned rhetorician : " Would you be convinced of the necessity 
of education for the mind, consider of what importance culture is to 
the ground : the field which, cultivated, produceth a plentiful crop of 
useful fruits ; if neglected, will be overrun with briars and brambles 
and other useless or noxious weeds. "| It would be no better than 
trifling to point out the argument couched in this passage; Now if 
comparison, which is the chief, hath so gteat an influence upon convic- 
tion, it is no wonder that all those other oratorical tropes and figures 
addressed to the imagination, which are more or less nearly related 
to comparison, should derive hence both light and efficacy.J £ven 
antithesis implies comparison. Simil6 is a comparison in epitom^,§ 
Metaphor is an allegory in miniature. Allegory and prosopeia are 
comparisons conveyed under a particular form. 



SECTION III. 



MEN CONSIDERED AS ENDOWED WITH MEMORY. 

Farther, vivid ideas are not only more powerful than languid 
ideas in commanding and preserving attention, they are not only more 

* Instit. lib. V. cap. 11. Proi^imas exempli Tires habet similitudo. 

f Instit. lib. V. cap. 11. Ut si animum dicas excolendura, simiUtudine utaris 
ternp, quse neglecta sentes atque dumos, exculta fnictus creat. 

I Pneterea, nescio quomodo etiam credit faciliiSis, quoe aodienti jucunda sunt, 
et voluptate ad fidem ducitur. Gluint L. iv. c. 2. 

§ Simil6 and comparison are in common language frequently confounded. 
The difference is this : Simil6 is no more than a comparison suggested in a 
word or two ; as, He fought like a lion ; His face shone as the sun. Compa- 
rison is a simil6 circumstantiated and included in one or more separate sen- 
tences. 
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efficacious in producing convictiooi but they are also more easilj re- 
tained. Those several powers, underiitanding, imagination, memoiy, 
and passion, are mutually subservient. That it is necessary for the 
orator to engage the help of memory, will appear from many reasons, 
particularly from what was remarked above, on the fourth difTerence 
between moral reasoning and demonstrative.^ It was there ob- 
served, that in the former the credibility of the fact is the sum of the 
evidence of all the arguments, often independent of one another, 
brought to support it. And though it was shown that demonstration 
itself, without the assistance of this faculty, could never produce con- 
viction ; yet here it must be owned, that the natural connexion of the 
several links in the chain renders the remembrance easier. Now as 
nothing can operate on the mind, which is not in some respect pre- 
sent to it, care must be taken by the orator, that, in introducing new 
topics, the vestiges lefl by the former on the minds of the hearers 
may not be effaced. It is the sense of this necessity whicfh hath given 
rise to the rules of composition. 

Some will perhaps consider it as irregular, that I speak here of 
addressing the memory, of which no mention at all was naade in the 
first chapter, wherein I considered the different forms of eloquence, 
classing them by the different faculties of the mind addressed. But 
this apparent irregularity will vanish, when it is observed, that, with 
regard to the faculties liiere mentioned, each of them may not only 
be the direct, but even the ultimate object of what is spoken. The 
whole scope may be at one time to inform or convince the under- 
standing, at another to delight the imagination, at a third to agitate 
the passions, and at a fourth to determine the will. But it is never 
the ultimate end of speaking to be remembered, when what is spoken 
tends neither to instruct, to please, to move, nor to persuade. This 
therefore is of necessity no more on any occasion than a subordinate 
end ; or, which is precisely the same thing, the means to some farther 
end ; and as such, it is more or less necessary on every occasion. The 
speaker's attention to this subserviency of memory is always so 
much the more requisite, the greater the difficulty of remembrance 
is, and the more important the being remembered is to the attain- 
ment of the ultimate end. On both accounts, it is of more conse- 
quence in those discourses whose aim is either instruction or per- 
suasion, than in those whose design is solely to please the fancy, or 
to move the passions. And if there are any which answer none of 
those ends, it were better to learn to forget tiiem, than to teach the 
method of making them be retained. 

The author of the treatise above quoted, hath divided the principles 
of association in ideas into resemblance, contiguity, and causation. 
I do not here inquire into all the defects of this enumeration, but only 
observe, that even on his own system, order both in space and time 
ought to have been included. It appears at least to have an equal 
title with causation, which, according to him, is but a particular mo- 
dification and combination of the other two. Causation, considered 
as an associating principle, is in his theory, no more than the conti- 

*Chap. Y. Sectii. p. 1. 
11 
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guous siiccesmoD of two ideas, which is more deeply imprinted on the 
mind by its experience of a similar contiguity and succession of the 
impressions from which they are copied. This therefore is the re- 
sult of resemblance and vicinity united. Order in place is likewise 
a mode of vicinity, where this last tie is strengthened by the regula- 
rity and simplicity of figure -; which qualities arise solely from the re- 
semblance of the corresponding parts of the figure, or the parts similar- 
ly situated^ Regular figures, beside the advantages which they derive 
fi'om simplicity and uniformity, have this also, that they are more fami- 
liar to the mind than irregular figures, and are therefore more easily 
conceived. Hence the influence which order in place hath upon the 
memory. If any person question this influence, let him but reflect, how 
much easier it is to remember a considerable number (^persons, whom 
one hath seen ranged on benches or chairs, round a hall, than the 
same number seen standing promiscuously in a crowd : and how na- 
tural it is for assisting the memory in recollecting the persons, te re- 
cur to the order wherein they were placed. 

As to order in time, which in composition is properly styled Me- 
thod, it consisteth principally in connecting the parts in such a man- 
ner as to give, vicinity to things in the discourse, which have an affi- 
nity ; that is, resemblance, causality, or other relation in nature ; and 
thus making their customary association and resemblance, as in the 
former case, co-operate with their contiguity in duration, or immedi- 
ate succession in the delivery. The utility of method for aiding the 
memory, all the world knows. But beside this, there are some parts 
of the discourse, as well as figures of speech, peculiarly adapted to this 
end. Such are the division of the subject, the rhetorical repetitions 
of every kind, the different modes of transition and recapitulation. 



SECTION IV. 



MEN CONSIDERED AS ENDOWED WITH PASSIONS. 

To conclude : when persuasion is the end, passion also must be 
engaged. If it is fancy which bestows brilliancy on our ideas, if it is 
memory which gives them stability, passion doth more, it animates 
them. Hence they derive spirit and energy. To say, that it is pos- 
sible to persuade without speaking to the passions, is but at best a 
kind of specious nonsense. The coolest reasoner always in persua- 
ding, addresseth himself to the passions some way or other. This he 
cannot avoid doing, if he speak to the purpose. To make me believe, 
it is enough to show me that things are so ; to make me act, it is ne- 
cessary to show roe that the action will answer some end. That can 
never be an end to me which gratifies no passion or affection in my 
nature. You assure me, "It is for my honour." Now you solicit 
my pride, without which I had never been able to understand the 
word. You say, " It is for my interest." Now you bespeak my 
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self-love. •* It id for the public good." Now you rouse my patriot- 
ism. It will relieve the miserable." Now you touch my pity. So 
far therefore it is from being an unfair method of persuasion to move 
thepassiond, that there is no persuasion without moving them. 

But if so much depend on passion, where is the scope for argument] 
Before I answer this question, let it be observed, that, in order to per- 
suade, there are two things which must be carefully studied by the 
orator. The first id, to excite some desire or passion in the hearers ; 
the second is, to satisfy their judgment that there is a connexion be- 
tween tho action to which he would persuade them, and the gratifica- 
tion of the desire or passion which he excites. This is the analysis 
of persuasion. The former is efiected by communicating lively and 
glowing ideas of the object ; the latter, unless so evident of itself as 
to supersede the necessity, by presenting the best and most forcible 
arguments Which the nature of the subject admits. In the one lies 
the pathetic, in the other the argumentative. These incorporated 
together, (as was observed in the first chapter,) constitute that vehe* 
mence of contention to which the greatest exploits of eloquence ought 
doubtless to be ascribed. Here then is the principal scope for argu- 
ment, btit not the only scope, as will appear in the sequel. When the 
first end alone is attained, the pathetic without the rational, the pas<!- 
sions are indeed roused fi'om a disagreeable languor by the help of 
the imagination, and the mind is thrown into a state which, though 
accompanied with some painful emotions, rarely fails, upon the whole, 
to afiect it with pleasure. But, if the hearers are judicious, no prac- 
tical efiect is produced. They cannot by such declamation be influ- 
enced to a particular action^ because not convinced that that action 
will conduce to the gratifying of the passion raised. Tour eloquence 
hath fired my ambition, and makes me burn with public zeal. The 
consequence is, there is nothing which at present I would not attempt 
for the sake of fame, and the interest of my country. You advise me 
to such a conduct ; but you have not shoWn me how that can contri- 
bute to gratify either passion. Satisfy me in this, and I am instantly 
at your command. Indeed, when the hearers are rude and ignorant, 
nothing more is necessary in the speaker than to inflame their pas- 
sions. They will not require that the connexion between the conduct 
he urges and the end proposed, be evinced to them. His word will 
satisfy. And therefore bold affirmations are made to supply the place 
of reasons. Hence it is that the rabble are ever the prey of quacks 
and impudent pretenders of every denomination. 

On the contrary, when the other end alone is attained, the rational 
without the pathetic, the speaker is as &r from his purpose as before. 
You have proved beyond contradiction, that acting thus is the sure 
way to procure such an object. I perceive that your reasoning is qon' 
elusive : but I am not aflected by it. Why ? I have no passion for 
the object. I am indiflerent whether I procure it or not. You have 
demonstrated, that such a step will mortify my enemy. I believe it ; 
but I have no resentment, and will not trouble myself to give pain to 
another. Your arguments evince that it would gi'atify my vanity. 
But I prefer my ease. Thus passion is the mover to action, reason 
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is the guide. Good is the object of the will, truth is the object of the 
uoderstaudiDg.* 

* Savend ctus^i have contriboted to inTolvis this subject in confusion. One. 
is the ambiguity and irapeffeetion of language. Motives are often called argu- 
ments, and both motives and arguments ate promiscuously styled reasons. 
Another is, the idle disputes that have aiiaen among philosophers, concerning 
the natui^e of good, both physical and moral Truth and good are one," says 
the author of Uie Pleasures of Imagination, an author whose poetical merit will 
not be questioned by persons of taste. The expression might have been passed 
in the poet, whose right to the use of cMiaekrtMit, one oT the many privileges 
oomprebended under the name poetie Ucaue, prescription hath fully established. 
But by philosophizing on this passage in his notes, he warrants us to canvass 
his reasoningi u>r no such privilege hath as yet been conceded to philosophers. 
Indeed, in attempting to illustrate, he has, I think, confuted it, or to speak more 
properly, shown it to have no meaning. He mentions two opinion^ concerning 
the connexion of truth and beauty, w£ch is one s{>ecies of good. Some phi- 
losophers," says he^ " assert an independent and invariable law in Nature, in 
consequence of which all rational beings must alike perceive beavty m some cer- 
tain proportionsj and deformity in tke contrary," Now, though I do not conceive 
what is meant either by independent law, or by contrary proportions, this, if it 
proves any thing, proves as clearly that deformity and truth are one, as that 
beauty and truth are one ; for those contrary proportions are surely as much pro- 
portions, or if you will, as true proportions, as some certain proportions are. Ac- 
cordingly, if, m the conclusion deduced, you put the word deformity instead of 
beauty, and the word 6e«uly instead of deformity, the sense will be equally com- 
plete. " Others," he adds, ^ there are, who believe beauty to be merely a rela- 
tive and arbitraxy thing ; and that it is not impossible, in a physical sense, that 
two beings of eaual capacities for truth, should perceive one of them beauty, 
and the other deformity, in the same relations. And upon this supposition, by 
that truth which is always connected with beauty, nothing more can be meant 
than the conformity of any object to those proportions, upon which, after care- 
ful examination, the beauty of that species is found to depend.'* This opinion, 
if I am able to comprehend it, differs only in one point from the preceding. It 
supposes the standard or law of beauty, not invariable and universal. It is liable 
to the same objection, and that rather more glaringly ; for if the same relations 
must be always equally true relations, deformity is as really one with truth as 
beauty is, since the very same relations can exhibit both appearances. In short, 
no hypothesis hitherto invented hath shown that by means of the discursive 
faculty, without the aid of any other mental power, we could ever obtain a no- 
tion of either the beautiful or the good ; and till this be shown, nothing is shown 
to the purpose. The author aforesaid, far from attempting this, proceeds on 
the supposition, that we first perceive beauty, he says not how, and then having 
by a careful examination, discovered the proportions which ^ave rise to the 
perception, denominate them true ; so that all those elaborate disquisitions with 
which we are amused, amount only to a few insignificant identical propositions 
very improperly expressed. For out of a vast profusion of learned phrases, 

this is all the information we can pick, that " Beauty is truly beauty,'* and 

that Good is tndy good." '* Moral good,** says a celebrated writer, 

" consisteth in fitnessJ^ Froni this account, any person would at first readily 
conclude, that morals, according to him, are not concerned in the ends which 
we pursue, but solely in the choice of means for attaining our ends ; that if this 
choice be judicious, the conduct is moral : if injudicious, the contrary. But 
this truly pious author is far from admitting such an interpretation of his words. 
Fitness in his sense hath no relation to a farther end. It is an absolute fitness, 
a fitness in itself. We are obliged to ask, What then is that fitness, which you 
call absolute ? for the application of the word in every other case invariably 
implying the proper direction of means to an end, far from afl^ording light to 
the meaning it has here, tends directly to mislead us. The only answer, as far 
as I can learn, that hath ever been given to this question, is neither more nor 
less than this, " That alone is absolutely fit which is morally good :** so that in 
saying moral good consisteth in fitness, no more is meant than that it consisteth 
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It may be bought that when the motive is the equity, the genero- 
sity, or the intnnsic nierit of the action recommended, argument may 
be employed to evince the reasonableness of the end, as well as the 
fitness of the means. But this way of speaking suits better the popu- 
lar dialect, than the philosophical. The term rectsonableness, when 
used in ^his manner, means nothing but the goodness, the amiable- 
ness, or moral excellency. If, therefore, the hearer hath no love of 
justice, no benevolence, no regard to right, although he were endow- 
ed with the perspicacity of a cherub, your harangue could never have 
any influence on his mind. The reason is, when you speak' of the 
fitness of the means, you address yourself only to the head ; when you 
speak of the goodness of the end, you address yourself to the heart, 
of which we supposed him destitute. Are we then to class the vir- 
tues among the passions ? By no means. But without entering into 
a discussion of the difference, which would be foreign to our purpose, 
let it suffice to qbserve, that they haVe this in common with passion. 
They necessarily imply an habitual propensity to a certain species of 
conduct, an habitual aversion to the contrary ; a veneration for such 
a character, an abhorrence of such another. They are, therefore, 
though not passions, so closely related to them, that they are proper- 
ly considered as motives to action, being equally capable of giving an 
impulse to the will. The difference is a-kin to that, if not the same, 
which rhetoricians observe between pathos and ethos, passion and 
disposition.* Accordingly, what is addressed solely to the moral 
powers of the mind, is not so properly denominated the pathetic, as 
the sentimentcU. The term, I own is rather modern, but is neverthe- 
less convenient, as it fills a vacant room, and doth not, like most of 
our new-fangled words, justle out older and worthier occupants, to 
the no small detriment of the language. It occupies, so to speak, 
the middle place between the pathetic and that which is addressed to 
the imagination, and partakes of both, adding to the warmth of the 
former, the grace and attractions of the latter. 

Now the principal questions on this subject, are these two : How 
is a passion or disposition that is favourable to the design of the 

in moral good. Another moralist appears, who hath made a most wonderful 
discovery. It is, that there is not a vice in the world but lying, and that acting 
virtuously in any situation, is but one way or other of telling truth. "When this 
earious theory comes to be explained, we find the practical lie results solely 
from acting contrary to what those moral sentiments dictate, whicb,^in8tead of 
deducing, he every where presupposeth to be known and acknowledged by us. 
Thus he reasons perpetually in a circle, an^ without advancing a single step 
beyond it, makes the same things both causes and effects reciprocally. Con- 
duct appears to be false for no other reason, but because it is immoral, and im- 
moral for no other reason but because it is false. Such philosophy would not 
lokve been unworthy those profound ontologists, who have blessed the world with 
the discovery that One being is but one being," that " A being is truly a be- 
ing,** and that »* Every being has all the properties that it has," and who, to the 
unspeakable increase of useful knowledge, have denominated these the general 
attnbutes of being, and distinguished them by the titles, unityy truths and good- 
ness. This, if it be any thing, is the very sublimate of science: 

* This seems to have been the sense which Cluintilian had of the difference 
between Ta0oy, and 1760?, when he gave amor for an example of the first, and 
eharitas of the second. The word ridos is also' sometimes used for moral senti- 
ment Inst. L. vL c. 2. 
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orator, to be excited in the hearers ? How is an anfavourable passion 
or disposition to be calmed 1 As to the first, it was said already in 
general, thit passion must be awakened by communicating livety 
ideas of the object The reason will be obrious from the following 
remarks : A passion is most strongly excited by sensation. Tbe 
sight of danger, immediate or near, instantly rouseth fear ; the feeling 
of an injury, and th^ presence of the iojurer, in a moment kindle 
anger.. Next to the influence of sense, is that of memory, the effect 
of which upon passion, if the fact be recent and remembered distinctly 
and circumstantially, is almost equal. Next to the influence of 
memory, is that of imagination ; by which is here solely meant, the 
faculty of apprehending what is neither perceived by the senses, nor 
remembered. Now, as it is this power of which the orator must 
chiefly avail himself, it is proper to inquire what those circumstances 
are, which will make the ideas he summons up in the imaginations of 
his hearers, resemble, in lustre and steadiness, those of sensation 
and remembrance. For the same circumstances will infallibly make 
them resemble also in their eflfects ; that is, in the influence they will 
have upon the passions and affections of the heart 



SECTION V. 



THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ARE CHIEFLY INSTRUMENTAL IN OPE- 
RATING ON THE PASSIONS. 

These are perhaps all reducible to the seven following, probability, 
plausibility, importance, proximity of time, connexion of place, relation 
of the actors or sufferers to the hearers or speaker, interest of the 
hearers or speaker in the consequences.* 

Part I. — Prohahility, 

The first is prohahility^ which is now considered only as an ex- 
pedient for enlivening passion. Here again there is commonly scope 
for argument I Probability results from evidence, and begets belief. 

* I am not quite positive as to the accuracy of this enumeration, and shall 
therefore freely permit my learned and ingenious friend Dr. Reid, to annex the 
et catera, he proposes in such cases, m order to supply all defects. See 
Sketches of the History of Man. B, iii. Sk. 1. Appendix, c. ii. sect. 2. 

•f In the judiciary orations of the ancients, this was the principal scope for 
argument. That to condemn the guilty, and to acquit the innocent, would 
gratify their indignation against the injurious, and their love of right was loo 
manifest to require a proof. The fact, that there was guilt in the prisoner, or 
that there was innocence, did require it. It was otherwise in deliberative 
orations, as the conduct recommended was more remotely connected with the 
emotions raised. 
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Belief invigorates oar ideas. Belief raised to the highest becomes 
certainty. Certainty flows either from the force of the evidence real 
or apparent, that is produced ; or without any evidence produced by 
the speaker, from the previpus notoriety of the fact. If the fact be 
notorious, it will not only be superfluous in the speaker to attempt to 
prove it, but it will be pernicious to his design. The reason is plain. 
By proving he supposeth it questionable, and by supposing actually 
renders it so to his audience ; he brings them from viewing it in the 
stronger light of certainty, to view it in the weaker light of probability : 
in lieu of sunshine he gives them twilight. Of the diflerent means 
and kinds of probation I have spoken already. 

Part II. — Plausibility* 

The second circumstance is plaunbUHy^ a thing' totally distinct 
from the former, as having an eflect upon the mind quite independent 
of faith or probability. It ariseth chiefly from the consistency of the 
narration, from its being what is commonly called natural and feasi- 
ble. This the French critics have aptly enough denominated in 
their language vraisemblttnce, the English critics more improperiy in 
theirs probability. In order to avoid the manifest ambiguity there is 
in this application of the word, it had been better to retain the word 
verisimilitude^ now almost obsolete. That there is a relation be- 
tween those two qualities must, notwithstanding, be admitted. This, 
however, is an additional reason for assigning them diflerent names. 
An homonymous term, whose diflering significations have no affinity 
to one another, is very seldom liable to be misunderstood. 

But as to the nature and extent of this relation, let it be observed, 
that the want of plausibility implies an internal improbability, which 
it will require the stronger external evidence to surihount. Never- 
theless, the implausibility may be surmounted by such evidence, and 
we may be fully ascertained of what is in itself exceedingly , implau- 
sible. Implausibility, is, in a certain degree, positive evidence against 
a narrative ; whereas plausibility implies no positive evidence for it. 
We know that fiction may be as plausible as truth. A narration may 
be possessed of this quality in the highest degree, which we not only 
regard as improbable, but know to be false. Probability is a light 
darted on the object, from the proofs, which for this reason are perti- 
nently enough styled evidence. Plausibility is a native lustre issuing 
directly from the object. The former is the aim of the historian, the 
latter of the poet. That every one may be satisfied that the second 
is generally not inferior to the first, in its influence on the mind, we 
need but appeal to the eflects of tragedy, of epic, and even of ro- 
mance, which, in its principal characters, participates of the nature of 
of poesy, though written in prose. 

It deserves, however, to be remarked, that though plausibility 
alone hath often greater efficacy in rousing the passions than proba- 
bility, or even certainty ; yet, in any species of composition wherein 
truth, or at least probability, is expected, the inind quickly nauseates 
the most plausible tale, which is unsupported by proper arguments. 
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For this reason it is the business of the orator, as much as his subject 
will permit, to avail himself of both qualities. There is one case, 
and but one, in which plausibility itself may be dispensed with ; that 
is, when the fact is so incontestable, that it is impossible to entertaiH 
a doubt of it ; for when implausibility is incapable of impairing be- 
lief, it hath sometimes, especially in forensic causes, even a good 
effect. By presenting us with something monstrous in its kind, it 
raises astonishment, and thereby heightens every passion which the 
narrative is fitted to excite. 

But to return to the explication of this quality. When I explained 
the nature of experience, I showed, that it consisteth of all the gene- 
ral truths collected from particular facts remembered ; the mind form- 
ing to itself often insensibly, and as it were mechanically, certain 
maxims, from comparing, or rather associating, the similar circum- 
stances of different incidents.* Hence it is, that when a number of 
ideas relating to any fact or event are successfully introduced into 
my mind by a speaker ; if the train he deduceth coincide with the 
general current of my experience ; if in nothing it thwart those con- 
clusions and anticipations which are become habitual to me, my 
mind accompanies him with facility, glides along from one idea to 
another, and admits the whole with pleasure. If, on the contrary, 
the train he introduceth, run counter to the current of my experience ; 
if in many things it shock those conclusions and anticipations which 
are become habitual to me, my mind attends him with difficulty, suf- 
fers a sort of violence in passing from one idea to another, and re- 
jects the whole with disdain : 



In the former case I pronounce the narrative natural and credible ; 
in the latter I say it is unnatural and incredible, if not impossible ; 
and, which is particularly expressive of the different appearances in 
respect of connexion made by the ideas in my mind, the one tale I 
call coherent, the other incoherent. When therefore the orator can 
obtain no direct aid from the memory of his hearers, which is rarely 
to be obtained, he must, for the sake of brightening, and strengthen- 
ing, and, if I may be permitted to use so bold a metaphor, cementing 
his ideas, bespeak the assistance of experience. This, if properly 
employed, will prove a potent ally, by adding the grace of verisimili' 
tude to the whole. It is therefore first of all requisite, that the cir- 
cumstances of the narration, and the order in which they are exhi- 
bited, be what is commonly called natural, that is, congruous to gene- 
ral experience. 

Where passion is the end, it is not a sufficient reason for intro- 
ducing any circumstance that it is natural, it must also be pertinent. 
It is pertinent, when either necessary for giving a distinct and con- 
sistent apprehension of the object, at least for obviating some objec- 

* Chap. V. Sect. ii. Part 2. 

I Ctuodcunque ostendis mihi sic, incredulsu odi. 

HoR. De Arte Poet. 




Francis. 
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tion that may be started, or doubt that may be entertained concern- 
ing it ; or when sucjh as in its particular tendency promotes the gene- 
ral aim. All circumstances, however plausible, which serve merely 
for decoration, never fail to divert the attention, and so become pre- 
judicial to the proposed influence on passion. 

But I am aware that, from the explication I have given of this 
quality, it will be said, that I have run into the error, if it be an error, 
which I intended to avoid, and have confounded it with probabilityy 
by deriving it solely from the same origin, experience. In answer to 
this, let it be observed, that in every plausible tale, which is unsupported 
by external evidence, there will be found throughout the whole, when 
duly canvassed, a mixture of possibilities and probabilities, and that 
not in such a manner as to make one part or incident probable, an- 
other barely possible, but so blended as equally to affect the whole, 
and every member. Take the Iliad for an example. That a haughty, 
choleric, and vindictive hero, such as Achilles is represented to have 
been, should, upon the public affront and injury he received from 
Agamemnon, treat that general with indignity, and form a resolution 
of withdrawing his troops, remaining thenceforth an unconcerned 
spectator of the calamities of his countrymen, our experience of the 
baleful influences of pride and anger, renders in some degree proba- 
ble : again, that one of such a character as Agamemnon, rapacious, 
jealous of his pre-eminence as commander in chief, who envied the 
superior merit of Achilles, and harboured resentment against him ; 
that such a one, I say, on such an occurrence as is related by the 
poet, should have given the provocation, will be acknowledged also 
to have some probability. But that there were such personages, of 
such characters, in such circumstances, is merely possible. Here 
there is a total want of evidence. Experience is silent. Properly 
indeed the case comes not within the verge of its jurisdiction. Its 
general conclusions may serve in confutation, but can never serve in 
proof of particular or historical facts. Sufficient testimony, and that 
only, will answer here. The testimony of the poet in this case goes 
for nothing. His object, we know, is not truth, but likelihood. Ex- 
perience, however, advances nothing against those allegations of the 
poet, therefore we call them possible ; it can say nothing for them, 
therefore we do not call them , probable. The whole at most amounts 
to this : If such causes existed, sqch effects probably followed. But 
we have no evidence of the existtsnce of causes ; therefore we have 
no evidence of the existence of the effects. Consequently, all 
the probability implied in this quality is a hypothetical probability, 
which is in effect none at all. It is an axiom among dialecticians, 
in relation to the syllogistic art, that the conclusion always follows 
the weaker of the premises. To apply this to the present purpose, 
an application not illicit though unusual ; if one of the premises, sup- 
pose the major, contain an affirmation that is barely possible, the mi- 
nor one that is probable, possibility only can be deduced in the con- 
clusion. 

These two qualities, therefore, Paobabilitt and Plausibility, 
(if I may be indulged a little in the allegoric style,} I shall call Sis- 
ter-graces,, daughters of the same father, Experience, who is the pro- 
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geny of Memory , the first-born and heir of Sense, These daughters 
lExperience had by different mothers. The elder is the offspring of 
Reason^ the younger is the child of Fancy. The elder, regular in- 
her features, and majestic both in shape and mien, is admirably fitted 
for commanding esteem, and even a religious veneration; the younger, 
careless, blooming, sprightly, is entirely formed for captivating the 
heart, and engaging love. The conversation of each is entertaining 
and instructive, but in different ways. Sages seem to thiok that 
there is more instruction to be gotten from the just observations of 
the elder ; almost all are agreed that there is more entertainment in 
the lively sallies of the younger. The principal companion and fa- 
Tourile of the first is Trufhy but whether Truth or Fiction share most 
in the favour of the second, it were of\en difficult to say. Both are 
naturally well-disposed, and even friendly to Virtue, but the elder is 
by much the more steady of the two; the younger, though perhaps 
Qot less capable of doing good, is more easily corrupted, and hath 
sometimes basely turned procuress to Vice, Though rivals, they 
have a sisterly affection to eac^ other, and love to be together. The 
elder, sensible that there are but a few who can for any time relish her 
society alone, is generally anxious that her sister be of the party ; the 
younger, conscious of her own superior talents in this respect, can 
more easily dispense with the other's company. Nevertheless, when 
she is discoursing on great and serious subjects, in order to add 
weight to her words, she oflen quotes her sister's testimony, which 
she knows is bettet credited than her own, a compliment that is but 
sparingly returned by the elder. Each sister hath her admirers. 
Those of the younger are more numerous, those of the elder more 
constant. In the retinue of the former, you will find the young, the 
gay, the dissipated ; but these are not her only attendants. The 
middle-aged, however, and the thoughtful, more commonly attach 
themselves to the latter. To conclude; as something may be 
learned of characters from the invectives of enemies, as well as from 
the encomiums of friends, those who have not judgment to discern 
the good qualities of the first-bom, accuse her of dulness, pedantry, 
and stiffness ; those who have not taste to relish the charms of the 
second, charge her with folly, levity, and falseness. Meantime, it 
appears to be the universal opinion of the impartial, and such as have 
been best acquainted with both, that though the attractives of the 
younger be more irresistible at sight, the virtues of the elder will be 
longer remembered. 

So much for the two qualities, probability and plausibility, on 
which I have expatiated the more, as they are the principal, and in 
some respect indispensable. The others are not compatible with 
every subject ; but as they are of real moment, it is necessary to at- 
tend to them, that so they may not be overlooked in cases whereiq 
the subject requires that they be urged. 
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Part III. — Importance^ 

The third circumstance I took notice of was importunce^ the ap- 
pearance of which always tends by fixing attention more closely, to 
add brightness and strength to the ideas. Thie importance in moral 
subjects is analogous to the quanti,ty of matter in physical subjects, 
as on quantity the moment of moving bodies in a great measure de- 
pends. An action may derive importance from its own nature, from 
those concerned in it as acting or sufferings pr from its consequences. 
It derives irnportance from its own nature,4f it be stupendous in its 
kind, if the result of what is uncommonly great, whether good or bad* 
passion or invention, virtue or vice, or what in respect of generosity is 
godlike, what in respect of atrocity is diabolical ; it derives impor- 
tance from those concerned in it, when the actors or the sufferers are 
considerable, on account either of their dignity or of their number, or 
of both : it derives importance from its consequeqces, wl^en these 
are remarkable in regard to their greatness ; their multitude, their 
extent, and that either as to the many and distant places affected by 
them, or as to the future and remote periods to which they may reach, 
or as to both. • ' 

All the four remaining circumstances derive their efficacy purely 
from one and the same cause,the connexion of the subject with those 
occupied, as speakers or hearers, in the discourse. Self is the centre 
here, which hath a similar power in the ideal world, to that of the sun 
in the material world, in communicating both light and heat to what- 
ever is within the sphere of its activity, and in a greater or a less de- 
gree, according to the nearness or remoteness. 

^ART IV. — Proximiiy of TvinL 

First, as to proximity of Ume, every ope knows, that any melan- 
choly incident is the more affecting that it is recent. Hence it is be- 
come common with story-tellers, that they npay make a deeper im- 
pression on their hearers, to introduce remarks like these ; that the 
tale which they relate is not old, that it happened but lately, or in their 
own time, or that they are yet living who had a part io it, or were 
witnesses of it» Proximity of time regards not only the past, but the 
futuror An event that will probably soon happen, hath greater influ- 
ence upon us than what will probably happen a long time hence. I 
have, hitherto proceeded on the hypothesis, that the orator rouses the 
passions of his hearers, by exhibiting some past transaction ; but we 
must acknowledge that passion may be as strongly excited by his 
reasonings concerning an event yet t6 come. In the judiciary ora- 
tions there is greater scope for the former, in the deliberative for the 
latter ; though in each kind there may occasionally be iscope for both. 
All the seven circumstances enumerated are. applicable, and have 
equal weight^whether they relate to the future or to the past. The 
only exception that I know of is, that probability and plausibility are 
scarcely distinguishable, when used in reference to events in futurity. 
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As in these there is no access for testimony, what constitutes the 
principal distinction is quite excluded. In comparing the influence 
of the past upon our minds, with that of the future, it appears in gene- 
ra], that if the evidence, the importance, and the distance of the ob- 
jects be equal, the latter will be greater than the former. The rea- 
son, I imagine, is, we are conscious, that as every moment, the future, 
which seems placed before us, is approaching ; and the past, which 
lies, as it were, behind, is retiring, oui nearness or relation to the one 
constantly increaseth as the other decreaseth. There is something 
like attraction in the first case, and repulsion in the second. This 
tends to interest us more in the future than in the past, and conse- 
quently to the present view aggrandizes the one and diminishes the 
other. 

What, nevertheless, gives the past a very considerable advantage, 
is its being generally susceptible of much stronger evidence than the 
future. The lights of the mind are, if I may so express myself, in an 
opposite situation to the lights of the body. These discover clearly 
the prospect lying before us, but not the ground we have already 
passed. By the memory, on the contrary, that great luminary of the 
mind, things past are exhibited in retrospect : we have no corres- 
pondent faculty to irradiate the future : and even in matters which 
fall not within the reach of our memory, past events are ofien clearly 
discoverable by testimony, and by effects at present existing ; whereas, 
we have nothing equivalent to found our arguments upon in reasoning 
about things to come. It is for this reason, that the future is con- 
sidered as the province of conjecture and uncertainty. 

Part V. — Connexion of PUice. 

Local Connexion^ the fifth in the above enumeration, hath a more 
powerful effect than proximity of time. Duration and space are two 
things, (call them entities, or attributes, or what you please,) in some 
respects the most like, and in some respects the most unlike to one 
another. They resemble in continuity, divisibility, infinity, in their 
being deemed essential to the existence of other things, and in the 
doubts that have been raised as to their having a real or independent 
existence of their own. They differ in that the latter is permanent, 
whereas the very essence of the former consisteth in transitoriness ; 
the parts of the one are all successive, of the other all co-existent. 
The greater portions of time are all distinguished by the memorable 
things which have been transacted in them, the smaller portions by the 
revolutions of the heavenly bodies : the portions of place, great and 
small, (for we do not here consider the regions of the fixed stars and 
planets,) are distinguished by the various tracts of land and water, 
into which the earth is divided, and subdivided ; the one distinction 
intelligible, the other sensible : the one chiefly known to the inquisi- 
tive, the other in a great measure obvious to all. 

Hence perhaps it arises that the latter is considered as a firmer 
ground of relation than the former. Who is not more curious to 
know the notable transactions which have happened in his own coun- 
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try from the earliest aQtiquity, than to be acquainted with those which 
have happened in the remotest regions of the globe, during the cen^ 
tury wherein he lives ? It must be owned, however, that the former 
circumstance is more frequently aid^d by that of personal relation than 
the latter* Connexion of place not only includes vicinage, but every 
other local relation, such as being in a province under the same go- 
vernment With us, in a state that is in alliance with us, in a country 
well known to us, and the like. Of the influence of this connexion 
in operating on our passions, we have daily proofs. With how much 
indifference, at least with how slight and transient emotion, do we 
read in newspapers the accounts of the most deplorable accidents in 
countries distant and unknown V How much, on the contrary, are we 
alarmed and' agitated on being informed that any such accident hath 
happened in our neighbourhood, and that even though we be totally 
unacquainted wifh the persons concerned I 

Fart YL — Relation to the persona concerned* 

Still greater is the power of reUUion to the persons concerned, 
which was the sixth circumstance mentioned, as this tie is more direct 
than that which attacheth us to the scene of action. It is the persons, 
not the place, that are the immediate objects of the passions love or 
hatred, pity or anger, envy or contempt. Relation to the actors com- 
monly produces an efiect contrary to that produced by relation to the 
sufferers, the first in extenuation, the second in aggravation of the 
crime alledged. The first makes for the apologist, the second for the 
accuser. This, I say, is commonly the case, not always. A remote 
relation to the actors, when the offence is heinous, especially if the 
sufferers be more nearly related, will sometimes rather aggravate than 
extenuate the guilt in our estimation! Butit is^ impossible with any 
precision to reduce these effects to rules ; so much depending on the 
different tempers and sentiments of different audiences. Personal 
relations are of various kinds. Some have generally greater influence 
than others ; some again have greater influence with one person, 
others with another. They are consanguinity, affinity, friendship, ac- 
quaintance, being fellow-citizens, countrymen, of the same surname, 
language, religion, occupation, and innumerable others. 

Part VII. — Interest in the consequences. 

But of all the connexive circumstances, the most powerful is inte- 
rest^ which is the last. Of all relations, personal relation, by bring- 
ing the object very near, most enlivens that sympathy which attach- 
eth us to the concerns of others ; interest in the effects brings the ob- 
ject, if I may say so, into contact with us, and makes the mind cling 
to it, as a concern of its own. Sympathy is but a reflected feeling, 
and therefore, in ordinary crises, must be weaker than the original. 
Though the mirror be^ ever so true, a lover will not be obliged to it for 
presenting him with the figure of his mistress, when he hath an oppor- 
tunity of gazing on her person. Nor will the orator place his chief 
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coofidence in the assistance of the social and sympathetic afiectioni^, 
when he hath it in his power to arm the selfish. 

Men universallj, from a just conception bf the difference, have, 
when self is concerned, given a different name to what seems origi- 
nally the same passion in a higher degree. Injury, to whomsoever 
offered, is to every man that observes it, and whose sense of right is 
not debauched by vicious practice, the natural object of indigneUian. 
Indignation always implies resentment^ or a desire of retaliating bn the 
injurious person, so far at least as to make him repent the wrong he 
hath committed* This indignation in the person injured, is, from our 
knowledge of mankind, supposed to be, not indeed universally, but 
generally, so much stronger, that it ought to be distinguished by another 
appellation, and is accordingly denominated revenge. In like man- 
ner, beneficence, on whomsoever exercised, is the natural object of 
our love, love always implies benevolence, or a desire of promoting the 
happiness of the beneficent person ; but this passion in the person be- 
nefited, is conceived to be so much greater, and to infer so strong an 
obligation to a return of good offices to his benefactor, that it merits 
to be distinguished by the title gratitude. Now by this circumstance 
of intereit in the effiects, the speaker, from engaging pity in his favour, 
can proceed to operate on a more powerful principle, ielf-preservation. 
The benevolence of his hearers he can work up into gratitude, their 
indignation into revenge. 

The two last mentioned circumstances, personal relation and inte- 
rest, are not without influence, as was hinted m the enumeration, though 
they regard the speaker only and not the hearers. The reason is, a 
person present with us, whom we see and hear, and who by words, 
and looks, and gestures, gives the liveliest signs of his feelings, has 
the surest and most immediate claim upon our sympathy. We be- 
come infected with his passions. We are hurried along by them, and 
not allowed leisure to distinguish between his relation and our rela- 
tion, his interest and our interest. 



SECTION VL 

OTHER PASSIONS, AS WELL AS MORAL SENTIMENTS, USEFUL 
AUXILIARIES. 

So much for those circumstances in the object presented by the 
speaker, which serve to awaken and inflame the passions of the hear- 
ers.* But when a passion is once raised, there are also other means 

*To illustrate most of the preceding circumstances, and show the manner of 
applying them, I shall take an example from Cicero*8 last oration against Ver- 
Te«, where, after relating the crucifixion of Gavius a Roman citizen, he exclaims, 
1. "O nomen dulce libertatis ! 6 jus eximium nostra civitatis! A lex Porcia 
legesc|ue Semproniae ! 6 graviter desiderata et aliquando reddita plebi Romans 
tribunitia potestas. 2, Huccine tandem omnia reciderunt, ut civis Romanus 
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bj which it may be kept alive, and eiren augmented. Other pasaiona 
or dispositions may be called in as auxiliaries. Nothing is more 

in provincia populi Romani, in oppido fcederatomm, ab eo qui beneficio populi 
Romani fasceis et secureis, baberet^ deligatns in foro virsis canleretur **— 
3« Sed quid ejgo plura de Gavio ? quasi tu Gravio tuno tueris infeatus, ac hod 
nomini, generi, juri civium hostis, non iUi in<|uam homini, aed caus9 communi 
libertatis inimicus fuisti. 4. Q,ui4 enim attinuit, cum Mamertini moro atque 
instituto suo, crucem fixissent post urbem, in via Pompeia ; te jubere in ea parte 
figere, quae ad fretum apect^t ; et hoc addere, quod negare nuUo modo potea, 
quod omnibus audientibus dixisti palan^ te idcirco Slum locum deligeie, ut elle 
qui 80 civem Komanum easse diceret, ex cruce Italiam cemere, ac domum suam 
prospicere posset ? 5. Itaqiie ilia crux sola, judices, post conditam Messanam, 
illo. in loco fixa est. 6. Italiie conspectus ad earn rem ab isto delectus est, ut 
iUe in dolore craciatuoue rooriens, perangusto freto divisa servimtis ao libertatis 
jura oo|[Dosceret: Italia autem alumnum suum, sanritiitia extrerao summoque 
supplicio affectum videret. 7. Facinus est vmcire cirem Romanym, scelus ver* 
berare^ prope parricidium necare. quid dicam^ in crucem toll ere ? verbo satis 
digno tarn nefaria res appellari nullo modo potest 8. Non fuit his omnibus iste 
contentus: Spectet, inquit, patriam, in conspectu le^m libertatisque moriatur. 

9. N<»i tu hoc loco Qavium, non unam hominem»iieBCio quem, civem RoinattuiB, 
sed communem libertatis et civitatis cauaam in iUom cruciatum et crucem a^stL 

10. Jam vero videte bominis audaciam ; Nonne enim graviter tulisse arbitral 
mini, quod illam civibus Romania crucem non posset in foro, non in comitio, 
non in rostris defigere. 1 1. Q,uod enehi his locis in provincia sua celebritate 
simMlimom, regione proximum potuit, elegit. 12. Monupientam sceleris — au^ 
dacieque sua voluit esse in conspectu Ituia, pretervictione omnium qui ultro 

citroque navigarent" 13. Paulo ante, juaices^ lacrymas in rnorte miseia 

atque indignissima navarchorum non tenebamus : et rectd ac merito sociorum 
innocentium miseriH cummovebamur. 14 Gluid nunc in nostro sanguine tandem 
iacere d«bemus? nam civium Romanorum sanguis conjunctus existimandus est*' 
— " 15. Omnes hoc loco cives Romani, et qui adsunt et qui ubicunque sunt, 
vestram severitatem desiderant, vestram fidem implorant, vestrum auxilium re- 
quirunt 16. Omnia sua jura, commoda, auxilia, totam denique libertatem in 
vestris sententiis versari afbitrantur."— I shall point out the pathetic circum- 
stances exemplified in this passage, observing the order wherein they virere enu- 
merated. I have numbered the sentences in the quotation to prevent repetition 
in referring to them. It must be remarked first df all, that in judiciaiy orations, 
such as this, the proper place for plausibility is the narration ; for probability, 
the confirmation or proof: the other five, though generaHy admissible into 
either of those places, shine principally in the peroration, t shall show how 
the orator hath availed himself of these in the passage now cited. First, tm- 
portance; and that first in respect of the enormi^ of the action, No. 7; of the 
disposition of the actor, No. 3, 9, 10; and to render probable what might other- 
wise appear merely conjectural, No. 4, 5, 8, 11, 12 ; in respect of consequen- 
ces, their greatness. No. 1, 2; where the crime is most artfully, though impli- 
citly^, represented as subversive of all that was dear to them, liberty, the ri^ht 
of citizens, their most valuable laws, and that idol of the people, (he tribunitian 
power; their extent. No. 15, 16. Secondly, proxmiiy of tivw; there is but an 
msinuation of this circumstance in the word totuiem. No. 2. There are two 
reasons which probably induced the orator in this particular to be so sparing- 
One is, the recency of the crime, as of the criminal's pretorship was notorious ; 
tiie other and the weighter is, that of all relations this is the weakest; and even 
what influence it hath, reflection serves rather to correct than to confirm. In 
appearing to lay stress on so slight a circumstance, a speaker displays rather 
penury of matter than abundance. It is better, therefore, in most cases, to sug- 
gest it, as it were by.accident, than to insist on it as of design. It deserves also 
to be remarked, that the word here employed is very emphatical, as it conveys 
at the same time a tacit comparison of their so recent degeneracy with the free- 
dom, security,, and glory which they had long enjoyed. The same word is 
again introduced. No. 14, to the same intent Thiraly, lofat eortmxUm; in re- 
spect of vicinage, how afiectingly, though indirectly, is it touched, No. 4, 6, 8, 
11, 12 ? indirectly, for reasons similar to those mentioned on the circumstance 
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efficacious in this respect than a sense of justice^ a sense of public 
utility, a sense of glory ; and nothing conduceth more to operate on 
these, than the sentiments of sages whose wisdom we venerate, the 
example of heroes, whose exploits we admire. I shall conclude what 
relates to the exciting of passion, when I have remarked, that plead- 
ing the importance and the other pathetic circumstances, of pleading 
the authority of opinions or precedents, is usually considered, and aptly 
enough, as being likewise a species of reasoning. 

This concession, however, doth not imply, that by any reasoning 
we are ever taught that such an object ought to awaken such a pas- 
sion. This we must learn originally from feeling, not from argu- 
ment. No speaker attempts to prove it ; though he sometimes in- 
troduceth moral considerations, in order to justify the passion when 
raised, and to prevent the hearers from attempting to suppress it. 
Even when he is enforcing their regard to the pathetic circumstances 
above mentioned, it is not so much his aim to show that these cir- 
cumstances ought to augment the passion, as that these circumstances 
are in the object. The effect upon their minds he commonly leaves 
to nature ; and is not afraid of the conclusion, if he can make every 
aggravating circumstance be, as it were, both perceived and felt by 
them. In the enthyraeme, (the syllogism of orators, as Quintilian* 
terms it^) employed in such cases, the sentiment that such a quality 
or circumstance ought to rouse such a passion, though the founda- 
tion of all, is generally assumed without proof, or even without men- 
tion. This forms the major proposition, which is suppressed as ob- 
vious. His whole art is exerted in evincing the minor, which is the 
antecedent in his argument, and which maintains the reality of those 
attendant circumstances in the case in hand. A careful attention to 

of time; as to other local connexions, No. 2, "in provincia populi Romani, in 
oppido faederatorum." Fourthly, personal relation ; first ot the perpetrator, 
No. 2, "ab eo qui beneficio," &c. his crime therefore more atrocious and un- 
grateful, the most sacred rifirhts violated by one who ought to have protected 
them ; next of the sufferer. No. 2, civis Romanus." This is most pathetically 
urged, and by a comparison introduced, greatly heightened, No. 13, 14. Fifth- 
ly, the interest ; which, not the hearers only, but all who bear the Roman name, 
have, in the consequences. No. 15, 16. We see in the above example, with what 
uncommon address and delicacy those circumstances ought to be sometimes 
blended, sometimes but insinuated, sometimes on the contrary, warmly urged, 
sometimes shaded a little, that the art may be concealed ; and in brief, the wnole 
conducted so as that nothing material may be omitted, that every sentiment 
may easily follow that which precedes, and usher that which follows it, and that 
, every thing said may appear to be the language of pure nature. The art of the 
rhetorician, like that of the philosopher, is analytical ; the art of the orator is 
synthetical. The former acts the part of the skilful anatomist, who, by remov- 
ing the teguments, and nicely separating the parts, presents us with views at 
once naked, distinct, and hideous, now of the structure of the bones, now of th^ 
muscles and tendons, now of the arteries and veins, now of the bowels^ now of. 
the brain and nervous system. The latter imitates Nature in the constructing 
of her work, w'ho, with wonderful symmetry, unites the various organs, adapts 
them to their respective uses, and covers all with a decent veil, the skin. Thus, 
though she hide entirely the more minute and the interior parts, and show not 
to equal advantage even the articulations of the limbs, and the adjustment of 
the larger members, adds inexpressible beauty, and strength, and energy to the 
whole. 
♦ Instit I. i. c. 9. 
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the examples of vehemence in the first chapter, and the quotation in 
the foregoing note, will sufficiently illustrate this remark. 



SECTION VII. 

HOW AN UNFAVOURABLE PASSION MUST BB CALMED. 

I COM& now to the second question on the subject of passion. 
How is an unfavourable passion, or disposition, to be calmed ? The 
answer is, either, first, by annihilating, or at least diminishing, (he 
object which raised it ; or, secondly, by exciting some other passion 
which may counterwork it. 

By proving the falsity of the narration, or the utter incredibility of 
the future event, on the supposed truth of which the passion was 
founded, the object is annihilated. ' It is diminished by all such cir- 
cumstances as are contrary to those by which it is increased. These 
are, improbability, implausibility, insignificance, distance of time* re- 
moteness of place, the persons concerned such as we have no con- 
nexion with, the consequences such as we have no interest in. The 
method recommended by Gorgias, and approved by Aristotle, though 
peculiar in its manner, is, in those cases wherein it may properly be 
attempted, coincident in effect with that now mentioned. It was a 
just opinion of Gorgias, that the serious argument of an adversary 
should be confounded by ridicule, and his ridicule by serious argu- 
ment.'"^ For this is only endeavouring, by the aid of laughter and 
contempt to diminish, or even quite undo, the unfriendly emotions 
that have been raised in the minds of the hearers ; or, on the con- 
trary, by satisfying them of the seriousness of the subject, and of the 
importance of its consequences, to extinguish the contempt, and 
make the laughter which the antagonist wanted to excite, appear, 
when examined, no better than madness. 

The second way of silencing an unfavourable passion or disposi- 
tion is, by conjuring up some other passion or diposition which may 
overcome it. With regard to conduct, whenever the mind delibe- 
rates, it is conscious of contrary motives impelling it in opposite di- 
rections ; in other words, it finds that acting thus would gratify one 
passion ; not acting, or acting otherwise, would gratify another. To 
take such a step, I perceive, would promote my interest, but derogate 
from my honour. Such another will gratify my resentment, but 
hurt my interest. When this is the case, as the speaker can be at 
no loss to discover the conflicting passions, he must be sensible, that 
whatever force he adds to the disposition that favours his design, is 
in fact so much subtracted from the disposition that opposeth it, and 
conversely ; as in the two scales of a balance, it is equal in regard 
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to the efiectt whether you add so much weight to one scale, or take 
it from the other. 

Thus we have seen in what manner passion to an absent object 
may be excited by eloquence, which, by enlivening and invigorating 
the ideas of imagination, makes them resemble the impressions of 
sense and the traces of memory ; and in this respect hath an effect 
on the mind similar to that produced by a telescope on the sight ; 
things remote are brought near, things obscure rendered conspicuous. 
We have seen also in what manner a passion already excited may 
be calmed : how by the oratorical magic, as by inverting the teles- 
cope, the object may be again removed and diminished. ^ 

It were endless to enumerate all the rhetorical figures that are 
adapted to the pathetic. Let it suffice to say, that most of thbse 
already named may be successfully employed here. Of others the 
principal are these, correction, climax, vision, exclamation, apos- 
trophe, and interrogation. The three first, correction, climax, and 
vision, tend greatly to eliven the ideas, by the implicit, but anima- 
ted comparison, and opposition, conveyed in them. Implicit and in- 
direct comparison is more suitable to the disturbed state of mind re- 
quired by the pathetic, than that which is explicit and direct. The 
latter impHes leisure and tranquillity, the former rapidity and fire. 
Exclamation and apostrophe operate chiefly by sympathy, as they are 
the most ardent expressions of perturbation in the speaker. It at 
first sight appears more difficult to account for the effect of interroga- 
tion, which, being an appeal to the hearers, though it might awaken 
a closer attention, yet could not, one would imagine, excite in their 
minds any new emotion that was not there before. This, neverthe- 
less, it doth excite, through an oblique operation of the same principle. 
Such an appeal implies in the orator the strongest confidence in the 
rectitude of his sentiments, and in the concurrence of every reason- 
able being. The auditors, by sympathizing with this frame of spirit, 
find it impracticable to withhold an assent which is so confidently de- 
pended on. But there will be occasion afterwards for discussing 
more particularly the rhetorical tropes and figures, when we come to 
treat of elocution. 

Thus I have finished the consideration which the speaker ought 
to have of his hearers as men in general ; that is, as thinking beings 
endowed with understanding, imagination, memory, and passions, 
such as we are conscious of in ourselves, and learn from the expe- 
rience of their effects to be in others. I have pointed out the arts to 
be employed by him in engaging all those faculties in his service, 
that what he advanceth may not only be understood, not only com- 
mand attention, not only be remembered, but, which is the chief 
point of all, may interest the heart. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OF THE CONSIDERATION WHICH THE SPEAKER OUGHT TO HAVE OF 
THE HEARERS, AS SUCH MEN IN PARTICULAR. 

It was remarked in the beginning of the preceding chapter, that 
the bearers ought to be considered in a twofold view, as men in 
general, and as such men in particular. The first consideration I 
have despatched, I now enter on the second. 

When it is affirmed that the hearers are to be considered as such 
men in particular, no^ more is meant, than that regard ought to be 
had by the speaker, to the special character of the audience, as com- 
posed of such individuals ; that he may suit himself to them, both in 
his style and in his arguments.* Now the difference between one 
audience and another is very great, not only in intellectual, but in 
moral attainments. It may be clearly intelligible to a House of 
Commons, which would appear as if spoken in an unknown tongue 
to a conventicle of enthusiasts. It may kindle fury in the latter, 
which would create no emotion in the former, bpt laughter and con- 
tempt. The most obvious difference that appears in different audito- 
ries, results from the different cultivation of the understanding ; and 
the influence which this, and their manner of life, have both upon the 
imagination and upon the memory. 

But even in cases wherein the difference in education and moral 
culture hath not been considerable, different habits afterwards con- 
tracted, and different occupations in life, give different propensities, 
and make one incline more to one passion, another to, another. They 
consequently afford the intelligent speaker an easier passage to the 
heart, through the channel of the favourite passion. Thus liberty 
and independence will ever be prevalent motives with republicans, 
pomp and splendour with those attached to monarchy. In mercan- 
tile states, such as Carthage among the ancients, or Holland among 
the moderns, interest will always prove the most cogent argument ; 
iq states solely or chiefly composed of soldiers, such as Sparta and 
ancient Rome, noanducement will be found a counterpoise to glory. 
Similar differences are also to be made in addressing different classes 
of men. With men of genius the most successful topic will be fame ; 
with men of industry, riches ; with men of fortune, pleasure. 

But as the characters of audience^ may be infinitely diversified, and 
as the influence they ought to have respectively upon the speaker, 
must be obvious to a person of discernment, it is sufficient here to 
have observed thus much in the general concerning them. 



* He must be " Orpheus in sylvis, inter delphinas Arion." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

OP THE CONSIDERATION WHICH THE SPEAKER OUGHT TO HAVE OF 

HIMSELF. 

^« last consideratioQ I meoiofin^ ui that wbich the speaker 
oiigfalliii baf ft of UmmMt Bjr ibm mi m to luul^r^taDd, not thai en- 
tirnalft of l&tta^ whicli is daiifi^ db^iedjf from oiwciousijess or self*- 
»c<|i]«lblw»^ but thfit whidi ii pht^f^tdbiiivQljr the ^tptniitfi 
AUteftt^lii of him hj the Imm^ «f idl^^ 
with them. Sjrmpathy if i» wam m^fSM 1^ iflfek ib« mmt OfMH 
rates oq the pmssiona* 

With them who laugh, our social joy appears ; 

With them who mourn, we sympathize in tears ; 

If you \(rould have me weep, begin the strain, 

Then I shall feel your sorrows, feel your pain."* Francis. 

Whatever therefore weakens that principle of sympathy, must do 
the speaker unutterable prejudice in respect of his power over the 
passions of his audience, but not in this respect only. One source at 
least of the primary influence of testimony on^ith, is doubtless to be 
attributed to the same communicative principle. At the same time 
it is certain, as was remarked above, that every testimony doth not 
equally attach this principle ; that in this particular the reputation of 
the attestor hath a considerable power. Now the speaker's apparent 
conviction of the truth of what he advanceth, adds to all his other ar- 
guments an evidence, though not precisely the same, yet near a-kin 
to that of his own testimony, j This hath some weight even with the 
wisest hearers, but is every thing with the vulgar. Whatever there- 
fore lessens sympathy, must also impair belief. 

Sympathy in the hearers to the speaker may be lessened several 
ways, chiefly by these two ; by a low opinion of his intellectual abili- 
ties, and by a bad opinion of his morals. The latter is the more pre> 
judicial of the two. Men generally will think themselves in less dan- 
ger of being seduced by a man of weak understanding but of distin- 
guished probity, than by a man of the best understanding who is of a 
profligate life. So much more powerfully do the qualities of the 
heart attach us, than those of the head. This preference, though it 
may be justly called untaught and instinctive, arising purely from the 
original frame of the mind, reason, or the knowledge of mankind ac- 

* Ut ridentibus arrident, ita ikntibus adfluent 
Humani vultus. Si vis me Here, dolendum est 
Primnm ipsi libi : tunc tua me infortunia Itedent 

HoR. De Arte Poet, 
t Ne illud quidem praeteribo, quantam afferat fidem expositioni, narrantis auc- 
toritas. Quint, lib. iv. cap. 2. 
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quired by experience, instead of weakening, seems afterwards to cor- 
roborate* Hence it hath become a common topic with rb^oricians, 
that in order to be a successful orator, one must be a good man ; 
for to be good is the only sure way of being long esteemed good, 
and to be esteemed good is previously necessary to one's being heard 
with duQ attention and regard. Consequently, the topic hath a foun- 
dation in human nature. There are indeed other things in the cha- 
racter of the speaker, which, in a less degree will hurt his influence ; 
youth, inexperience of affairs, former want of success, and the like. 

But of all the prepossessions in the minds of the hearers which 
tend to impede or counteract, the design of the speakc^r, party-spirit, 
where it happens to prevail, is the most pernicious, being at once the 
most inflexible and the most unjust. This prejudice I mention by 
itself, as those above recited may have place at any time, and in any 
national circurstances. This hath place only when a people is so 
unfortunate as to be torn by faction. In that case, if the speaker and 
the hearers, or the bulk of the hearers, be of contrary parties, their 
minds will be more prepossessed against him, though his life were 
ever so blameless, than if he were a man of the most flagitious man- 
ners, but of the same party. This holds but too much alike of all 
parties, religious and political. Violent party-men not only lose all 
sympathy with those of the opposite side, but contract an antipathy to 
them. This, on some occasions, even the divinest eloquence will 
not surmount. 

As to personal prejudices in general, I shall conclude with two re- 
marks. The first is, the more gross the hearers are, so much the 
more susceptible they are of such prejudices. Nothing exposes the 
mind more to all their baneful influences than ignorance and rude- 
ness ; the rabble chiefly consider who speaks, men of sense and edu- 
cation, what is spoken. Nor are the multitude, to do them justice, 
less excessive in their love than in their hatred, in their attachments 
than in their aversions. From a consciousness, it would seem, of 
their own incapacity to guide themselves, they are ever prone blindly 
to submit to the guidance of some popular orator, who hath had the 
address first, either to gain their approbation by his real or pretended 
virtues, or, which is the easier way, to recommend himself to their 
esteem by a flaming zeal for their favourite distinctions, and after- 
wards by his eloquence to work upon their passions. At the same 
time it must be acknowledged, on the other hand, that even men of 
the most improved intellects, and most refined sentiments, are not 
altogether beyond the reach of preconceived opinion, either, in the 
speaker's favour or to his prejudice. 

The second remark is, that when the opinion of the audience is 
unfavourable, the speaker hath need to be much more cautious in 
every step he takes, to show more modesty, and greater deference to 
the judgment of his hearers ; perhaps, in order to win them, he may 
find it necessary to make some concessions in relation to his former 
principles or conduct, and to entreat their attention from pure regard 
to the subject ; that like men of judgment and candour, they would 
impartially consider what is said, and give a welcome reception to 
truth, from what quarter soever it proceed. Thus he must attempt. 
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if possible, to mollifj them, gradually to insinuate himself into their 
favour, and thereby imperceptibly to transfuse his sentiments and 
passions into their minds. 

The man who enjoys the advantage of popularity needs not this 
caution. The minds of his auditors are perfectly attuned to his. 
They are prepared for adopting implicitly his opinions, and accompa* 
nying him in all his most passionate excursions. T^hen the people 
are willing to run with you, you may run as fast as you can, espe- 
cially when the case requires impetuosity and despatch. But if you 
find in them no such ardour, if it is not even without reluctance that 
they are induced to walk with you, you must slacken your pace and 
keep them company, lest they either stand still or turn back. Dif- 
ferent rules are given by rhetoricians as adapted to different circum- 
stances. Differences in this respect are numberless. It is enough 
here to have observed those principles in the mind, on which the rules 
are founded. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF PUBLIC SPEAKING IN USE ASiONO THE 
MODERNS, COMPARED, WITH A VIEW TO THEIR DIFFERENT ADVAN- 
TAGES IN RESPECT TO ELOQUENCE* 

The principal sorts of discourses which here demand our notice, 
and on which I intend to make some observations, are the three fol- 
lowing; the orations delivered at the bar, those pronounced in the 
senate, and those spoken from the pulpit. I do not make a separate 
article of the speeches delivered by judges to their colleagues on the 
bench ; because, though there be something peculiar h,ere, arising 
from the difference in character that subsist between the judge and 
the pleader, in all the other material circumstances, the persons ad- 
dressed, the subject, the occasion, and the purpose in speaking, there 
is in these two sorts a perfect coincidence. In like manner, I for- 
bear to mention the theatre, because so entirely dissimilar, both in 
form and in kind, as hardly to be capable of a place in the compari- 
son. Besides, it is only a cursory view of the chief differences, and 
not a critical examination of them all, that is here proposed ; my de- 
sign being solely to assist the mind both in apprehending rightly, and 
in applying properly, the principles above laid down. In this respect, 
the present discussion will serve to exemplify and illustrate those 
principles. Under these five particulars therefore, the speaker, the 
hearers or persons addressed, the subject, the occasion, and the end 
in view, or the effect intended to be produced by the discourse, I 
shall range, for order's sake, the remarks I intend to lay before the 
reader. 



SECTION L 

IN REGARD TO THE SPEAKER. 

The first consideration is that of the character to be sustained by 
the speaker. It was remarked in general, in the preceding chapter, 
that for promoting the success of the orator, (whatever be the kind of 
public speaking in which he is concerned,) it is a matter of some 
consequence, that in the opinion of those wnom he addresseth, he is 
both a wise and a good man. But though this in some measure 
holds universally, nothing is more certain than that the degree of 
consequence which lies in their opinion, is exceedingly different in 
the different kinds. In each it depends chiefly on two circumstances, 
the nature of his profession as a public speaker, and the character of 
those to whom his discourses are addressed. 
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As to the first, arising from the nature of the profession, it will not 
admit a question, that the preacher hath in this respect the most dif- 
ficult task ; inasmuch as he hath a character to support, which is 
much more easily injured than that either of the senator, or of the 
speaker at the bar. No doubt the reputation of capacity, experience 
in afiairs, and as much integrity as is thought attainable by those 
called men of the world, will add weight to. the words of the senator ; 
that of skill in his profession, and fidelity in hia representations, will 
serve to recommend what is spoken by the lawyer at the bar ; but if 
these characters in general remain unimpeached, the public will be 
sufficiently indulgent to both in every other respect. On the con- 
trary, there is little or no indulgence, in regard to his own failings, to 
be expected by the man who is professedly a sort of authorized cen- 
sor, who hath it in charge to mark, and reprehend the faults of others. 
And even in the execution of this so ticklish a part of his office, the 
least excess on either hand exposeth- him to censure and dislike* 
Too much lenity is enough to stigmatize him as lukewarm in the 
cause of virtue, and too much severity as a stranger to the spirit of 
the gospel. 

But let us consider more directly what is implied in the character, 
that we may better judge of the effect it will have on the expectations 
and demands of the people, and consequently on his public teaching. 
First then, it is a character of some authority, as it is of one educated 
for a purpose so important as that of a teacher of religion. This au- 
thority, however, from the nature of the function must be tempered 
with moderation, candour, and benevolence. The preacher of the 
gospel, as the very terms import, is the minister of grace, the herald 
of divine mercy to ignorant, sinful, and erring men. The magis- 
trate on the contrary, (under which term may be included secular 
judges and cou sellers of every denomination,) is the minister of di- 
vine justice and of wrath. He beareth not the sword in vain»* He 
is on the part of heaven the avenger of the society with whose pro- 
tection he is intrusted, against all who invade its rights. The first 
operates chiefly on our love, the second on our fear. Minister of 
religion, like angel of God, is a name that ought to convey the idea 
of something endearing and attractive : whereas the title minister of 
justice invariably suggests the notion of something awful and unre- 
lenting. In the former, even his indignation against sin ought to be 
surmounted by his pity of the condition, and concern for the recovery 
of the sinner. Though firm in declaring the will of God, though 
steady in maintaining the cause of truth, yet mild in his addresses to 
the people, condescending to the weak, using rather entreaty than 
command, beseeching them by the lowliness and gentleness of Christ, 
knowing that the servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle to 
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that op- 
pose 1hemselves,1[ He must be grave without raoroseness, cheerful 
without levity. And even in setting before his people the terrors of 
the Lord, aflection ought manifestly to predominate in the warning 
which he is compelled to give. From these few hints it plainly ap- 
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pears, that there is a certain delicacy in the character of a preacher, 
which he is never at liberty totally to overlook, and to which, if there 
appear any thing incongruous, either in his conduct or in his public 
performances, it will never fail to injure their effect. On the con- 
trary, it is well known, that as, in the other professions, the speaker's 
private life is but very little minded, so there are many things which, 
though they would be accounted nowise unsuitable from the bar or in 
ihe senate, would be deemed altogether unbefitting the pulpit. 

It ought not to be overlooked, on the other hand, that there is one 
peculiarity in the lawyer's professional character, which is unfavoura* 
ble to conviction, and consequently gives him some disadvantage 
both of the senator and the preacher. We know that he must defend 
his client, and argue on the side oii which he is retained. We know 
also that a trifling and accidental circumstance, which nowise affects 
the merits of the cause, such as a prior application from the adverse 
party, would probably have made him employ the same acuteness, 
and display the same fervour on the opposite side of the question. 
This circumstance, though not considered as a fault in the character 
of the map, but a natural, because an ordinary, consequent of the 
office, cannot fail, when reflected on, to make us shyer of yeilding 
our assent. It removes entirely what was observed in the preceding 
chapter to be of great moment, our belief of the speaker's sincerity. 
This belief can hardly be rendered compatible with the knowledge 
that both truth and right are so commonly and avowedly sacrficed to 
interest. I acknowledge that an uncommon share of eloquence will 
carry off the minds of most people from attending to this circum- 
stance, or at least from paying any regard to it. Yet Antony is 
represented by Cicero,* as thinking the advocate's reputation so de- 
licate, that the practice of amusing himself in philosophical disputa- 
tions with his friends, it is sufficient to hurt it, and consequently to 
affect the credibility of his pleadings. Surely the barefaced prosti- 
tution of his talents, (and in spite of its commonness, what else can 
we call it?) in Mpporting indifierently^ as pecuniary considerations 
determine him, truth or falsehood, justice or injustice, must have a 
still worse effect on the opinion of his hearers. 

It was affirmed that the consequence of the speaker's own cha- 
racter, in furthering or hindering his success, depends in some mea- 
sure on the character of those whom he addresseth. Here indeed it 
will be found, on inquiry, that the preacher labours under a manifest 
disadvantage. Most congregations are of that kind, as will appear 
from the article immediately succeeding, which, agreeably to an ob- 
servation' made in the former chapter, very much considers who 
speaks ; those addressed from the bar, or in the senate, consider 
more what is spoken. 

* Dfr orat. Lib. 2. Ergo ista stadia non improbo, moderata mod6 sint. Opi- 
nionem istoram studiotoram, et suspicionem otnnibum aitificii apud eos qaires 
judicenty oratori adversariam esse arbitror. Imminuit enim et oratoris aucto- 
ritatem, et orationis fidem. 
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SECTION 11. 

IN REGARD TO THE PERSONS ADDRESSED. 

The second particular mentioned as a ground of comparison, is 
the consideration of the character of the hearers, or more properly 
the persons addressed. The necessity which a speaker is under of 
suiting himself to his audience, both Uiat he may be understood by 
them, and that his words may have influence upon them, is a maxim 
so evident as to need neither proof nor illustration. 

Now the first remark that claims our attention here is, that the 
more mixed the auditory is, the greater is the difficulty of speaking 
to them with effect. The reason is obvious : what will tend to fa- 
vour your success with one, may tend to obstruct it with another. 
The more various therefore the individuals are, in respect of age, 
rank, fortune, education, prejudices, the more delicate must be Uie 
art of preserving propriety in an address to the whole. The pleader 
has, in this respect, the simplest and the easiest task of all ; the 
judges to whom his oration is addressed being commonly men of the 
same rank, of similar education, and not differing greatly in respect 
of studies or attainments. The diflerence in these respects is much 
more considerable when he addresses the jury. A speaker in the 
house of peers hath not so mixed an auditory as one who harangues 
in the house of commons. And even here, as all the members may 
be supposed to have been educated as gentlemen, the audience is not 
nearly so promiscuous as were the popular assemblies of Athens and 
of Rome, to which their demagogues declaimed with so much vehe- 
mence, and so wonderful success. Yet, even of these, women, mi- 
nors, and servants, made no part. 

We may therefore justly reckon a Christian congregation in a 
populous and flourishing city, where there is a great«variety in rank 
and education, to be of all audiences the most promiscuous. And 
though it is impossible, that, in so mixed a multitude, every thing 
that is advanced by the speaker should, both in sentiment and in ex- 
pression, be adapted to the apprehension of every individual hearer, 
and fall in with his particular prepossessions, yet it may be expected, 
that whatever is advanced shall be within the reach of every class of 
hearers, and shall not unnecessarily shock the innocent prejudices of 
any. This is still, however, to be understood with the exception of 
mere children, fools, and a few others, who, through the total neglect 
of parents or guardians in their education, are grossly ignorant 
Such, though in the audience, are not to be considered as constituting 
a part of it. But how great is the attention requisite in the speaker 
in such an assembly, that whilst on the one hand he avoids, either in 
style or in sentiment, soaring above the capacity of the lower class, 
he may not on the other, sink below the regard of the higher. To 
attain simplicity without flatness, delicacy without refinement, per- 
spicuity without recurring to low idioms and similitudes, will require 
his utmost care. 
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Another remark on this article that deserves our notice is, that the 
less improved iu knowledge and discernment the hearers are, the 
easier it is for the speaker to work upon their passions, and by work- 
ing on their passions, to obtain his end. This, it must be owned, 
appears, on the other hand, to give a considerable advantage to the 
preacher, as in no congregation can the bulk of the people be re- 
garded as on a footing, in point of improvement, with either house of 
parliament, or with the judges in a court of judicature. It is certain, 
that the more gross the hearers are, the more avowedly may you ad- 
dress yourself to their passions, and the less occasion there is for ar- 
gument ; whereas, the more intelligent they are, the more covertly 
must you operate on their passions, and the more attentive must you 
be in regard to the justness, or at least the speciousnes of your rea- 
soning. Hence some have strangely concluded, that the only scope 
for eloquence is in haranguing the multitude ; that in gaining over to 
your purpose men of knowledge and breeding, the exertion of orato- 
rical talents hath no influence. This is precisely as if one should 
argue, because a mob is much easier subdued than regular troops, 
there is no occasion for the art of war, nor is there a proper field for 
the exertion of military skill, unless when you are quelling an undisci- 
plined rabble. Every body sees in this case, not only how absurd 
such a way of arguing would be, but that the very reverse ought to 
be the conclusion. The reason why people do not so quickly per- 
ceive the absurdity in the other case, is, that they affix no distinct 
meaning to the word eloquence, often denoting no more by that term 
than simply the power of moving the passions. But, even in this 
improper acceptation, their notion is far from being just ; for wherever 
there are men, learned or ignorant, civilized or barbarous, there are 
passions ; and the greater the difficulty is in affecting these, the more 
art is requisite. The truth is, eloquence, like every other art, pro* 
[^oseth the accomplishment of a certain end. Passion is for the 
most part but the means einployed for effecting the end, and there- 
fore, like all other means, will no farther be regarded in any case, 
than it can be rendered conducible to the end. 

^ow the preacher's advantage even here, in point of facility, 
at least in several situations, will not appear, on reflection, to be so 
great as on a superficial view it may be thought. Let it be ob- 
served, that, in such congregations as was supposed, there is a mix- 
ture of superior and inferior ranks. It is therefore the business of 
the speaker, so far only to accommodate himself to one class, as not 
wantonly to disgust another. Besides, it will scarcely be denied, 
that those in the superior walks of life, however much by reading and 
conversation improved in all genteel accomplishments, often have as 
much need of religious instruction and moral improvement, as those 
who in every other particular are acknowledged to be their inferiors. 
And doubtless the reformation of such will be allowed to be, in one 
respect, of greater importance, (and therefore never to be overlook- 
ed,) that, in consequence of such an event, more good may redound 
to others, from the more extensive influence of their authority and 
example. 
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SECTION III. 

IN REGARD TO THE SUBJECT. 

The third particular mentioned was the subject of discourse. 
This may be considered in a twofold view ; first, as implying the 
topics of argument, ^]otives, and principles, which are suited to each 
ofihe different kinds, and must be employed in order to produce the 
intended effect on the hearers ; secondly, as implying the persons or 
things in whose favour, or to whose prejudice, the speaker purposes 
to excite the passions of the audience, and thereby to influence their 
determinations. 

On the first of these articles, I acknowledge the preacher hath in- 
comparably the advantage of every other public orator. At the bar, 
critical explications of dark and ambiguous statutes, quotations of 
precedents sometimes contradictory, and comments on jarring deci- 
sions and reports, oflen necessarily consume the greater part of the 
speaker's time. Hence the mixture of a sort of metaphysics and 
verbal criticism, employed by lawyers in their pleadings, hath come 
to be distinguished by the name otchicane^ a species of reasoning too 
abstruse to command attention of any continuance even from the 
sti^dious, and consequently not very favourable to the powers of 
rhetoric. When the argument doth not turn on the common law, or 
on nice and hypercritical explications of the statute, but on the great 
principles of natural right and justice, as sometimes happens, par- 
ticularly in criminal cases, the speaker is much more advantageously 
situated for exhibiting his rhetorical talents, than in the former case. 
When, in consequence of the imperfection of the evidence, the ques- 
tion happens to be more a question of fact, than either of municipal 
law, or of natural equity, the pleader hath more advantages than in 
the first case, and fewer than in the second. 

Again, in the deliberations in the senate, the utility or the disad- 
vantages that will probably follow on a measure proposed, if it should 
receive the sanction of the legislature, constitute the principal topics 
of debate. This, though it sometimes leads to a kind of reasoning 
rather too complex and involved for ordinary apprehension, is in the 
main more favourable to the display of pathos, vehemence, and 
sublimity, than the much greater part of forensic causes can be said 
to be. That these qualities have been sometimes found in a very 
high degree in the orations pronounced in the British senate, is a fact 
incontrovertible. 

But, beyond all question, the preacher's subject of argument con- 
sidered in itself, is infinitely more lofly and more affecting. The 
doctrines of religion are such as relate to God, the adorable Creator 
and Ruler of the world, his attributes, government, and laws. What 
science to be compared with it in sublimity ! It teaches also the 
origin of man, his primitive dignity, the source of his degeneracy, the 
means of his recovery, the eternal happiness that awaits the good, 
and the future misery of the impenitent. Is there any kind of know- 
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ledge in which human creatures are so deeply interested ! In a word, 
whether we consider the doctrines of religion or its documents, the 
examples it holds forth to our imitation, of its motives, promises, and 
threatenings, we see on every hand a subject that gives scope for the 
exertion of all the highest powers of rhetoric. What are the sanc- 
tions of any human laws, compared with the sanctions of the divine 
law, with which we are brought acquainted by the gospel 1 Or where 
shall we find instructions, similitudes, and examples that speak so 
directly to the heart, as the parables and other divine lessons of our 
blessed Lord ? 

In regard to the second thing which I took notice of as included 
under the general term subject, namely, the persons or things in 
whose favour, or to whose prejudice the speaker intends to excite the 
passions of the audience, and thereby to influence their determinar 
tions, the other two have commonly the advantage of the preacher. 
The reason is, that his subject is generally things ; theirs, on the con- 
trary, is persons. In what regards the painful passions, indignation, 
hatred, contempt, abhorrence, this difference invariably obtains. The 
preacher's business is solely to excite your detestation of the crime, 
the pleader's business is principally to make you detect the criminal. 
The former paints vice to you in all its odious colours, the latter 
paints the vicious. There is a degree of abstraction, and conse- 
quently a much greater degree of attention requisite, to enable us to 
form just conceptions of the ideas and sentiments of the former ; 
whereas, those of the latter, referring to an actual, perhaps a living, 
present, and well-known subject, are much more level to common 
capacity*, and therefore not only are more easily apprehended by the 
understanding, but take a stronger hold of the imagination. . It would 
have been impossible, even for CicerO, to inflame the minds of the 
people to so high a pitch against oppression considered in the ab- 
stract, as he actually did inflame them against Yerres the oppressor. 
Nor could he have incensed them so much against treason and con- 
spiracy, as he did incense them against Catiline the traitor and con- 
spirator. The like may be observed of the eflects of his orations 
against Antony, and in a thousand other instances. 

Though the occasions in this way are more frequent at the bar, 
yet, as the deliberations in the senate often proceed on the reputation 
and past conduct of individuals, there is commonly here also a much 
better handle for rousing the passions, than that enjoyed by the 
preacher. How much advantage Demosthenes drew from the known 
character and insidious arts of Philip, king of Macedon, for influ- 
encing the resolves of the Athenian^, and other Grecian states, those 
who are acquainted with the Philippics of the orator, and the history 
of that period, will be very sensible. In what concerns the pleasing 
afiections, the preacher may sometimes, not often, avail himself of 
real human characters, as in funeral sermons, and in discourses on 
the patterns of virtue given us by our Saviour, and by those saints of 
whom we have the history in the sacred code. But such examples 
are comparatively few. 
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SECTION IV. 



IN REGARD TO THE OCCASION. 

The fourth circumstance mentioned as a ground of comparison is 
the particular occasion of speaking* And in this I ttiofe it e^ld^tit 
that both the pleader md the senator h&?e the advmntafe of tbe 
preacher. When any iisportunt cause comes to be tried before a 
civil judicatory, or when Ib&y IttiporCont question comes to be agitated 
in either house of parliamenti aa the point to be discussed hath gene^ 
rally, for some time before been a topic of con versa! ion in most 
companies, perhaps, thn>ii;:hf.nit tho kiri;;f|f.>riu (which of itselfis suf- 
ficient to give consequecu e to any tljii]i£, ; [K Ujih: arr' ;;i[kjin/.ed before- 
hand of the particular day fixed for the discnMsjun. AcrordlnglvT 
they come prepared with some kno wledgo of the caae, a persuasioa 
of its importance, and a curiosity which sharpens theisr Weiitloilr and 
assists both their understanding and their memory- 
Men go to church without any of these ad vantages. The eubject 
of the sermon is not known to the congregation till the minister an- 
nounces it just as he bcl^nsi by reading the teitt* IVdW| &om our 
experience of human nalii|^t ,we may be setisibhi iiiiil litiaie^ be 
the comparative importeijailli^jr the things tb^itiS^fli) Ib^ genmAilj 
of men cannot be here v^rfought up in an instant, to the like anxiotni 
curiosity about what is to be said, nor can they be so well prepared 
for hearing it. It may indeed be urged* in regard to those subjects 
which come regularly to be discussed at stated times, as on public 
festivals, as well as in regard lo assize .sermons, charity scrmoni^, 
and other occasional discourages, that these m\}^i be adti^itttid as csi- 
ceptions. Perhaps in some degree they are, but not altogether ; for, 
first, the precise point to be argued, or proposition to be evinced, is 
very rarely known. The most that we can say is, that the subject 
will have a relation (sometimes remote enough,) to such an article of 
faith, or to the obligations we lie under to the practice of such a duty. 
But, further, if the topic were ever so well known, the frequent re- 
currence of such occasions, once a year at least, hath long familiar- 
ized us to them, and by destroying their novelty, hath abated exceed- 
ingly of that ardour which ariseth in the mind for hearing a discussion, 
conceived to be of importance, which one never had access to hear 
before, and probably never will have access to hear again. 

I shall here take notice of another circumstance, which, without 
great stretch, may be classed under this article, and which likewise 
gives some advantage to the counsellor and the senator. It is the 
opposition and contradiction which they expect to meet with. Op- 
ponents sharpen one another, as iron sharpeneth iron. There is not 
the same spur either to exertion in the speaker, or to attention in the 
liearer, where there is no conflict, where you have no adversary to 
encounter on equal terms. Mr. BickerstafF would have made but 
small progress in the science of defence, by pushing at the human 
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figure which he had chalked upon the wall,* in comparison of what 
he might have made by the help of a fellow combattant of flesh and 
blood. I do not, however, pretend that these cases are. entirely 
parallel. The whole of an adversary's plea may be perfectly known, 
and may, to the satisfaction of every reasonable person, be perfectly 
confuted, though he hath not been heard by counsel at the bar. 



SECTION V. 

IN REOARD TO THE END IN VIEW. 

The fifth and last particular mentioned, and indeed the most im- 
portant of them all, is the effect in each species intended to be pro- 
duced. The primary intention of preaching is the reformation of 
mankind. The Chrace of God, that hringeth salvation, hath appeared 
to all men, teaching us, that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.'f 
Reformation of life and manners — of all things that which it is the 
most difficult by any means whatever to effectuate; I may add, of 
all tasks ever attempted by persuasion^ — that which has the most fre- 
quently baffied its power. 

What is the task of any other orator compared with this ? It is 
really as nothing at all, and hardly deserves to be named. An unjust 
judge gradually worked on by the resistless force of human eloquence, 
may be persuaded, against his inclination, perhaps against a previous 
resolution, to pronounce an equitable sentence. All the effect on 
him, intended by the pleader, was merely momentary. The orator 
hath had the address to employ the time allowed him, in such a 
manner as to secure the happy moment. Notwithstanding this, 
there may be no r^al change wrought upon the judge. He may 
continue the same obdurate wretch he was before. Nay, if the 
sentence had been delayed but a single day aAer hearing the cause, 
he would perhaps have given a very different award. 

Is it to be wondered at, that when the passion of the people were 
agitated by the persuasive powers of a Demosthenes, whilst the 
thunder of his eloquence was yet sounding in their ears, the orator 
should be absolute master of their resolves? But an apostle or 
evangelist, (for there is no anachronism in a bare supposition,) might 
have thus addressed the celebrated Athenian : " You do, indeed, 
succeed to admiration, and the address and genius which you display 
in speaking, justly entitle you to our praise. But, however great 
the consequences may be of the measures to which, by your elo- 
qu\ence, they are determined, the change produced^ in the people is 
nothing, or next to nothing. If you would be ascertained of the 
truth of this, allow the assembly to disperse immediately aAer hearing 
you ; give them time to cool, and then collect their votes, and it is a 
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thousand to oae, you shall find that the chann is dissolved. But 
very different is the puq>ose of the Christian orator. It is not a 
momentary, but a permanent efiect at which he aims. It is not an 
immediate and favourable sufirage, but a thorough change of heart 
and disposition that will satisfy his view. That man would need to 
be possessed of oratory superior to human, who would effectually 
persuade him that stole, to steal no more, the sensualist to forego his 
pleasures, and the miser his hoards, the insolent and haughty to 
become meek and humble, the vindictive forgiving, the cruel and 
unfeeling merciful and humane." 

I may add to these considerations, that the difiicuUy lies not only 
in the permanency, but in the very nature of the change to be effected. 
It is wonderful, but is too well vouched to admit a doubt, that by the 
powers of rhetoric you may produce in mankind almost any change 
more easily than this. It is not unprecedented, that one should per- 
suade a multitude, from mistaken motives of religion, to act the part of 
ruffians, fools, or madmen; to perpetrate the most extravagant, nay, the 
most flagitious actions ; to steel their hearts against humanity, and 
the loudest calls of natural affection ; but where is the eloquence that 
will gain such an ascendant over a multitude, as to persuade them, 
for the love of God, to be wise, and just, and good ? Happy the 
preacher, whose sermons, by the blessing of Heaven, have been 
instrumental in producing even a few such instances ? Do but look 
into the annals of church history, and you will soon be convinced of 
the surprising difference there is in the two cases mentioned, the 
amazing facility of the one, and the almost impossibility of the other. 

As to the foolish or mad extravagances, hurtful only to themselves, 
to which numbel^ may be excited by the powers of persuasion, the 
history of the flagellants, and even the history of monachism, afibrd 
many unquestionable examples. But what is much worse, at one 
time you see Europe nearly depopulated, at the persuasion of a 
fanatical monk ; its inhabitants rushing armed into Asia, in order to 
fight for Jesus Christ, as they termed it, but as it proved in fact, to 
disgrace, as far as lay in them, the name of Christ and of Christian 
amongst infidels ; to butcher those who never injured them, and to 
whose lands they had at least no better title than those whom they 
intended, by all possible means, to dispossess ; and to give the world 
a melancholy proof that there is no pitch of brutality and rapacity to 
which the passions of avarice and ambition, consecrated and inflamed 
by religious enthusiasm, will not drive mankind. At another time 
you see multitudes, by the like methods, worked up into a fury 
against their innocent countrymen, neighbours, friends, and kinsmen, 
glorying in being the most active in cutting the throats of those who 
were formerly held dear to them. 

Such were the crusades preached up but too effectually, first 
against the Mahometans in the East, and next against Christians 
whom they called heretics, in the heart of Europe. And even in 
our own time, have we not seen new factions raised by popular 
declaimers, whose only merit was impudence, whose only engine of 
influence was calumny and self-praise, whose only moral lesson was 
malevolence ] As to the dogmas whereby such have at any time 
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affected to discriminate themselves, these are commonly no other 
than the shibboleth, the watch-word of the party, worn, for distinction's 
sake, as a badge, a jargon unintelligible alike to the teacher and to 
the learner. Such apostles never fail to make proselytes. For who 
would not purchase heaven at so cheap a rate 1 There is nothing 
that people can more easily afibrd. It is only to think very well of 
their leader and of themselves, to think very ill of their neighbour, to 
calumniate him freely, and to hate him heartily. 

I am sensible that some will imagine, that this account itself throws 
an insuperable obstacle in our way, as from it one will naturally infer, 
that oratory must be one of the most dangerous tilings in the world, 
and much more capable of doing ill than good. It needs but some 
reflection to make this mighty obstacle entirely vanish. Very little 
eloquence is necessary for persuading people to a conduct, to which 
their own depravity hath previously given them a bias. How sooth- 
^g is it to theto not only to have their minds made easy under the 
indulged malignity of their disposition, but to have that very malignity 
Sanctified with a good name. So little of the oratorical talents is 
required here, th&t those who court popular applause, and look upon 
it as the pinnacle of human gl6ry to be blindly followed by the multi- 
tude, commonly recur to defamation, especially of superiors and 
brethren, not so much for a subject on which they may display 
their eloquence, as for a succedaneum to supply their want of 
eloquence, a succedaneum which never yet was found to fail. I 
knew a preacher who, by this expedient alone, from being long the 
aversion of the populace, on account of his dulness, awkwardness, 
and coldness, all of a sudden became their idol. Little force is 
necessary to push down heavy bodies placed on the verge of a decli- 
vity, but much force is requisite, to stop them in their progress, and 
push them up. 

If a man should say, that because the first is more frequently 
effected than the last, it is the best trial of strength, and the only 
suitable use to which it can be applied, we should at least not think 
him remarkable for distinctness in his ideas. Popularity alone, 
therefore, is no test at all of the eloquence of the speaker, no more 
than velocity alone would be, of the force of the external impulse 
originally given to the body moving. As in this the direction of the 
body, and other circumstances, must be taken into the account ; so 
in that, you must consider the tendency of the teaching, whether it 
favours or opposes the vices of the hearers. To head a sect, to infuse 
party-spirit, to make men arrogant, uncharitable, and malevolent, is 
the easiest task imaginable, and to which almost any blockhead is 
fully equal. But to produce the contrary effect, to subdde the spirit 
of faction, and that monster spiritual pride, with which it is invariably 
accompanied, to inspire equity, moderation, and charity into men's 
sentiments and conduct with regard to others, is the genuine test of 
eloquence. Here its triumph is truly glorious, and in its application 
to this end lies its gre^t utility : 

The gates of hell are open night and day ; 
Smooth the descent, and easy is the way : 
15 
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But to return and view the cheerful skies ; 

In this the task and mighty lahour lies.* Drtdkn. 

Now in regard to the comparisoD, from which I fear I shall be 
thought to have digressed, between the forensic and senatorian 
eloquence, and that of the pulpit, I must not omit to observe, that in 
what I say of the difference of the effect to be produced bj the last 
mentioned species, I am to be understood as speaking of the effect 
intended by preaching in general, and even of that which, in whole or 
in part, is or ought to be, either more immediately or more remotely, 
the scope of all discourses proceeding from the pulpit. I am, at the 
same time, sensible that in some of these, beside the ultimate view, 
there is an immediate and outward effect which the sermon is intended 
to produce. This is the case particularly in charity-sermons, and 
perhaps some other occasional discourses. Now of these few, in 
respect of such immediate purpose, we must admit, that they bear a 
pretty close analogy to the pleadings of the advocate, and the orations 
of the senator. 

Upon the whole of the comparison I have stated, it appears 
manifest, that, in most of the particulars above enumerated, the 
preacher labours under a very great disadvantage. He hath himself 
a more delicate part to perform than either the pleader or the senator, 
and a character to maintain, which is much more easily injured. 
The auditors, though rarely so accomplished as to require the same 
accurary of composition, or acuteness in reasoning, as may be 
expected in the other two, are more various in age, rank, taste, 
inclinations, sentiments, prejudices, to which he must accommodate 
himself. And if he derives some advantages from the richness, the 
variety, and the nobleness of the principles, motives, and arguments, 
with which his subject furnishes him, he derives also some incon- 
veniences from this circumstance, that almost the only engine by 
which he can operate on the passions of his hearers, is the exhibition 
of abstract qualities, virtues, and vices, whereas that chiefly employed 
by other orators, in the exhibition of real persons, the virtuous and 
the vicious. Nor are the occasions of his addresses to the people 
equally fitted with those of the senator and of the pleader for exciting 
their curiosity and riveting their attention. And finally, the task 
assigned him, the effect which he ought ever to have in view, is so 
great, So important, so durable, as seems to bid defiance to the 
strongest efforts of oratorical genius. 

Nothing is more common than for people, I suppose without re- 
flecting, to express their wonder, that there is so little eloquence 
amongst our preachers, and that so little success attends their preach- 
ing. As to the last, their success, it is a matter not to be ascertained 
with so much precision, as some appear fondly to imagine. The 
evil prevented, as well as the good promoted, ought here, in all justice, 
to come into the reckoning. And what that may be, it is impossible 

* — Facilis descensus Averni : 

Nodes atque dies patet atri janua Ditis : 

Sed revocarc gradum, superasque evadere ad auras 

Hie labor, hoc opus est. Virg, lib. vl 
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in any supposed circumstances to determine. As to the first, their 
eloquence, I acknowledge, that for my own part, considering how 
rare the talent is among men in general, considering all the dis- 
advantages preachers labour under, not only those above enumerated, 
but others, arising from their different situations, particularly con- 
sidering the frequency of this exercise, together with the other duties 
of their office, to which the fixed pastors are obliged, I have been of 
a long time more disposed to wonder, that we hear so many instruc- 
tive and even eloquent sermon^, than that we hear so few. 
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CHAPTER XL 

OF THE CAUSE OF THAT PLEASURE WHICH WE RECEIVE FROM 
OBJECTS OR REPRESENTATIONS THAT EXCITE PITT AND OTHER 
PAINFUL FEELINGS. 

It hath been observed already,^ that without some gratification in 
hearing, the attention must inevitably flag. And it is manifest from 
experience, that nothing tends more effectually to prevent this conse^ 
quence, and keep our attention alive and vigorous, than the pathetic, 
which consists chiefly in exhibitions of human misery. Yet that such 
exhibitions should so highly gratify us, appears somewhat mysterious. 
Everybody is sensible, that of all qualities in a work of genius, this 
is that which endears it most to the generality of readers^ One 
would imagine, on the first mention of this, that it were impossible to 
account for it otherwise than from an innate principle of malice, 
which teacheth us to extract delight to ourselves from the sufferings 
of others, sind as it were to enjoy their calamities. A very little 
reflection, however, would suflice for correcting this error ; nay, 
without any reflection, we may truly say, that the common sense of 
mankind prevents them eflectually from falling into it. Bad as we 
are, and prone as we are, to be hurried into the worst of passions by 
self-love, partiality, and pride ; malice is a disposition, which, either 
in the abstract, or as it discovers itself in the actions of an indifferent 
person, we never contemplate without feeling a just detestation and 
abhorrence, being ready to pronounce it the ugliest of objects. Yet 
this sentiment is not more universal, than is the approbation and even 
love that we bestow on the tender-hearted, or those who are most 
exquisitely susceptible of all the influence of the pathetic. Nor are 
there any two dispositions of which human nature is capable, that 
have ever been considered as farther removed from each other, than 
the malicious and the compassionate are. The fact itself, that the 
mind derives pleasure from representations of anguish, is undeniable ; 
the question about the cause is curious, and hath a manifest relation 
to my subject. 

I purposed indeed, at first, to discuss this point in that part of the 
sixth chapter which relates to the means of operating on the passions, 
with which the present inquiry is intimately connected. Finding 
afterwards that the discussion would prove rather too lotig an inter- 
ruption, and that the other points which came naturally to be treated 
in that place, could be explained with sufficient clearness, inde- 
pendently of this, I judged it better to reserve this question for a 
separate chapter. Various hypotheses have been devised by the in- 
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genious, in order to solve the difficulty. These I shall first briefly 
examine, and ,then lay before the reader what appears to me to be the 
true solution. Of all that have entered into the subject, those who 
seem most to merit our regard, are two French critics, and one of 
our own country. 



SECTION I. 

THE DIFFERENT SOLUTIONS HITQERTO GIVEN BT PHILOSOPHERS, 

EXAMINED. 

Part I. — The first hypothesis. 

Abbe du Bos begins his excellent reflections on poetry and paint- 
ing, with that v6ry question which is the subject of this chapter, and 
in answer to it supports at some length* a theory, the substance of 
lyhich I shall endeavour to comprise in a few words. Few things, 
according to him, are more disagreeable to the mind than that list- 
lessness into which it falls, when it has nothing to occupy it, or to 
awake the passions. In order to get rid of this most painful situa- 
tion; it seeks with avidity every amusement and pursuit; business, 
gaming, news, shpws, public executions, romances ; in short, what- 
ever will rouse the passions, and t^ke ofl* the mind's attention from 
itself. It matters not What the emotion be, only the stronger it is, so 
much the better. And for this reason, those passions which, con- 
sidered in themselves, are the most afllicting and disagreeable, are 
preferable to the pleasant, inasmuch as they most eflecutually relieve 
the soul from that oppressive languor which preys upon it in a state 
of inactivity. They aflbrd it ample occupation, and by giving play 
to its latent movements and springs of action, convey a pleasure 
which more than counterbalances the pain. 

I admit, with Mr. Hume,*}* that there is some weight in these obser- 
vations, which may sufficiently account for the pleasure taken in 
gaming, hunting, and several other diversions and sports. But they 
are not quite satisfactory, as they do not assign a sufficient reason 
why poets, painters, and orators, exercise themselves more in actua- 
ting the painful passions, than in exciting the pleasant. These, one 
would think, ought in every respect to have the advantage, because, 
at the same time that they preserve the mind from a state of inaction, 
they convey a feeling that is allowed to be agreeable. And though 
it were granted, that passions of the former kind are stronger than 
those of the latter, (which doth not hold invariably, there being 
perhaps more examples of persons who have been killed with joy, 

" Reflexions critiques sur la Poesie et sur la Peinture> sect. i. ii. iii. 
t Essay on Tragedy. 
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than of those who have died of grief,) strength alone will not account 
for the preference. It by no means holds here, that the stronger the 
emotion is, so much the fitter for this purpose. On the contrary, if 
you exceed but ever so little a certain measure, instead of that 
sympathetic delightful sorrow, which makes affliction itself wear a 
lovely aspect, and engages the mind to hug it, not only with tender- 
ness, but with transport, you only excite horror and aversion. It 
is certain," says the author last quoted, very justly,* " that the same 
object of distress which pleases in a tragedy, were it really set before 
us, would give the most unfeigned uneasiness, though it be then the 
most effectual cure of langour and indolence." And it is more than 
barely possible even in the representations of the tragedian, or in the 
descriptions of the orator or the poet, to exceed that measure. I 
acknowledge, indeed, that this measure or degree is not the same to 
every temper. Some are much sooner shocked with mournful re- 
presentations than others. Our mental, like our bodily appetites and 
capacities, are exceedingly various. It is, however, the business of 
both the speaker and the writer, to accommodate himself to what 
may be styled the common standard ; for there is a common standard 
in what regards the faculties of the mind, as well as in what concerns 
the powers of the body. Now if there be any quality in the afflictive 
passions, besides their strength, that renders them peculiarly adapted 
to rescue the mind from that torpid, but corrosive rest which is 
considered as the greatest of evils, that quality ought to have been 
pointed out : for till then, the phenomenon under examination is not 
accounted for. The most that can be concluded from the Abba's 
premises, is the utility of exciting passion of some kind or other, 
but nothing that can evince the superior fitness of the distressful 
afiections. 



Part II. — The second Hypothesis, 

The next h)rpothesis is Fontenelle's.| Not having the original at 
hand at present, I shall give Mr. Hume's translation of the passage, 
in his Essay on Tragedy above quoted. Pleasure and pain, which 
are two sentiments so different in themselves, differ not so much in 
their cause. From the instance of tickling it appears, that the 
movement of pleasure, pushed a little too far, becomes pain ; and 
that the movement of pain, a little moderated, becomes pleasure. 
Hence it proceeds, that there is such a thing as a sorrow, soft and 
agreeable. It is a pain weakened and diminished. The heart likes 
naturally to be moved and affected. Melancholy objects suit it, and 
even disastrous and sorrowful, provided they are softened by some 
circumstance. It is certain that, on the theatre, the representation 
has almost the effect of reality ; but yet it has not altogether diat 
effect. However we may be hurried away by the spectacle, what- 
ever dominion the senses and imagination may usurp over the reason, 
there still lurks at the bottom a certain idea of falsehood in the whole 
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of what we seie. This idea, though weak and disguiaed, sufficea to 
diminish the pain which we suffer from the misfortunes of those whom 
we love, and to reduce that affliction to such a pitch as converts it 
into a pleasure. We weep for the misfortunes of a hero to whom we 
are attached. In the same instant we comfort ourselves by reflect- 
ing, that it is liothing but a fiction ; and it is precisely that mixture of 
sentiments,- which composes an agreeable sorrow, and tears that 
delight us. But as that affliction which is caused by exterior and 
sensible objects, is stronger than the consolation which arises from 
an internal reflection, they are the effects and symptoms of sorrow, 
which ought to prevail in the composition." 

I cannot affirm that this solution appears to me so just and con- 
vincing, as it seems it did to Mr. Hume. If this English version, 
like a faithful mirror, reflect the true image of the French original, I 
think the author in some degree chargeable with what, in that lan- 
guage, is emphatically enough styled verbiage^ a manner of writing 
very common with those of his nation, and with their imitators in 
ours. The only truth that I can discover in his hypothesis lies in one 
small circumstance, which is so far from being applicable to the 
whole case under consideration, that it can properly be applied but 
to a very few particular instances, and is therefore no solution lat 
all. That there are at least many cases to which it cannot be ap- 
plied, the author last mentioned declares himself to be perfectly sen- 
sible. 

But let us examine the passage more narrowly. He begins with 
laying it down as a general principle, that however different the 
feelings of pleasure and of pain in themselves, they differ not much 
in their cause ; that the movement of pleasure, pushed a little too 
far, becomes pain ; and that the movement of pain a little mode- 
rated, becomes pleasure. For an illustration of this he gives an 
example in tickling. I will admit that there are several other simi- 
lar instances, in which the observation to appearance holds. The 
warmth teceived from sitting near die fire, by one who hath been 
almost chilled with cold is very pleasing ; yet you may increase 
this warmth, first to a disagreeable heat, and then to burning, which 
is one of the greatest torments. It is nevertheless extremely ha- 
zardous, on a ^w instances, and those not perfectly parallel to the 
case in hand, to found a general theory. Let us make the experi- 
ment, how the application of this doctrine to the passions of the mind 
will answer. And for our greater security against mistake, let us 
begin with the simplest cases in the direct, and not in the reflex or 
sympathetic passions, in which hardly ever any feeling or afifection 
comes alone. A merchant loseth ftU his fortune by a shipwreck, 
and is reduced at one stroke from opulence to indigence. His grief, 
we may suppose, will be very violent. If he had lo^t half his stock 
only, it is natural to think he would have borne the loss more easily ; 
though still he would have been affected : perhaps the loss of fifty 
pounds he would scarcely have felt : but I should be glad to know 
how much the movement or passion must be moderated ; or, in 
other words, as the difference ariseth solely from the difierent degrees 
of the cause, how small the loss muM be, when the sentiment or 



120 



THE P]IIL0 80rHT 



[book I. 



feeling of it begins to be converted into a real pleasure : for to roe it 
doth not appear natural that any the most trifling loss, were it of a 
single shilling, should be the subject of positive delight. 

But to try another instance, a gross and public insult commonly 
provokes a very high degree of resentment, and gives a most pungent 
vexation to a person of sensibility. I would gladly know, whether a 
smaller affront, or some slight instance of neglect or contempt, gives 
such a person any pleasure. Try the experiment also on friendship 
and hatred, and you will find the same success. As the warmest 
friendship is highly agreeable to the mind, the slightest liking is also 
agreeable, though in a less degree. Perfect hatred is a kind of tor- 
ture to the breast that harbours it, which will not be found capable of 
being mitigated into pleasure ; for there is no degree of ill-will with- 
out pain. The gradation in the cause and in the effect are entirely 
correspondent. 

Nor can any just conclusion be drawn from the affections of the 
body, as in these the consequence is often solely imputable to a cer- 
tain proportion of strength, in the cause that operates, to the present 
disposition of the organs. But though I cannot find that in any un- 
compounded passion the most remote degrees are productive of such 
contrary effects, I do not deny that when different passions are blend- 
ed, some of them pleasing and some painful, the pleasure or the pain 
of those which predominate may, through the wonderful mechan- 
ism* of our mental frame, be considerably augmented by the mix- 
ture. 

The only truth which, as I hinted already, I can discover in the 
preceding hypothesis, is, that the mind in certain cases avails itself 
of the notion of falsehood, in order to prevent the representation or 
narrative from producing too strong an effect upon the imagination, 
and consequently to relieve itself from such an excess of passion, as 
could not otherwise fail to be painful. But, let it be observed, that 
this notion is not a necessary concomitant of the pleasure that re- 
sults from pity and other such affections, but is merely accidental. 
It was remarked above, that if the pathetic exceeds a certain mea- 
sure, from being very pleasant it becomes very painful. Then the 
mind recurs to every expedient, and to disbelief amongst others, by 
which it may be enabled to disburden itself of what distresseth it. And, 
indeed, whenever this recourse is had by any, it is a sure indication 
that, with regard to such, the poet, orator, or historian, hath exceed- 
ed the proper measure. 

But that this only holds when we are too deeply interested by the 
sympathetic sorrow, will appear from the following considerations : 
first, from the great pains oiien taken by writers (whose design is cer- 
tainly not to shock, but to please their readers,) to make the most 
moving stories they relate be firmly beUeved : secondly, from the 

• The word mechanism, applied to the mind, ought not reasonably to give 
offence to any. I only use the term metaphorically for those effects in the ope- 
ration of the mental faculties, produced in consequence of such fixed laws as 
are independent of the will. It hath here therefore no reference to the doctrine 
of the materialists^ a system which, in my opinion, is not only untenable, but 
absurd. 
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tendency, nay fondnesg, of tke generality of toankind to believe what 
moves them, and their avdrsenee^ to be<^onvinced that it ie a iiction. 
This can result only from the consciousness that, in ordinary cases, dis- 
belief, by weakening their pity, would diminish, instead of increasing, 
their pleasure. They must be very far then from entertaining Fonte- 
nelle's notion, that it is necdssary to the producing of that pleasure; 
for we catonot well suspect them of a plot against their own enjoy- 
ment : thirdly^ and lastly, fVonfi the delight which we take in reading 
or hearing the most tragical narrations of orators and historians, 
of the reality of which we entertain no doubt ; I might add, in ro- 
volving in our Poinds, and in relating to others, disastrous inci- 
-dents, which have fallen within the compass of our own knowledge, 
and as -to which, consequently, we have an absolute assurance of 
the fact. 



PaUt Itl. — The third HyfoiheiU. 

Thk third hypothesis which I shall produce on this subject, is 
Mr. Hume's. Only it ought to be reinarked previously, that he 
doth not propose it as a full solution of the question, but rather as a 
supplement to the former two, in the doctrine ot both which, he, id 
a great measure, acquiesces. Take his theory in his own words. 
He begins with putting the question, What is it then, which, in this 
case," that is, vihen the sorrow is n6t softened by fiction, raises a 
pleasure from the bosom of uneasineiss, so to speak ; and a pleasure, 
which still retains all the features and outward symptoms of distress 
and sorrow ? I answer : This extraordinary effect proceeds from 
that very eloquence, with which the melancholy scene ill represent- 
ed. The genios required to paint objects in a lively manner, the art 
employed in collecting all the pathetic circumstance^, the judgment 
displayed in disposing them ; the exercise, I say, of these noble 
talents, together with the force of expression, and beauty of ora- 
torial numbers, diffuse the highest satisfaction on the audience, and 
excite the most delightful movements. By this means, the uneasi- 
ness of the melancholy passions is not only overpowered and effaced 
by something stronger of an opposite kind, but the whole movement 
of those passions is converted into pleasure, and s welts the delight 
which the eloquence raises in us. The same force of oratory employ- 
ed on an uninteresting subject, would not please half so much, or ra- 
ther would appear altogether ridiculous ; and the mind being lefl in 
absolute calmness or indifierence, would relish none of those beau- 
ties of imagination or expression, which, if joined to passion, give 
it such exquisite entertainment. The impulse or vehemence ari- 
sing from solrow, compassion, indignation, receives a new direc- 
tion from the sentiments of beauty. The latter, being the predomi- 
nant emotion, seize the whole mind, and convert the former into 
themselves, or at least tincture them so strongly, as totally to alter 
their nature : and the soul bein^ at the same time, roused by pas- 
sion, and charmed by eloquence, feels on the whole a strong move- 
ment, which is altogether delightful." 

16 
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I am aorry to . say, but truth compels me to acknowledge, that I 
have . reaped no more satisfaction from this account of the matter, 
than from those which preceded it. I could have wished, indeed, 
that the author had been a little more explicit in his manner of ex- 
pressing himself; for 1 am not certain that I perfectly comprehend his 
meaning. At one time he seems only to iatend to say, that it is the 
purpose of eloquence, to the promoting of which» its tropes and figures 
are wonderfiilly adaptedr to infuse into the mind of the hearer, such 
compassion, sorrow, indignation, and other passions, as are^ notr 
withstanding their original character when abstractly considered, 
accompanied with pleasure. At another time it appears rather his 
design to signify, though he doth not plainly speak it out, that the dis- 
covery made by the hearer, of the admirable art and ingenuity of the 
speaker, and of the elegance and harmony of what is spoken, gives 
that peculiar pleasure to the mind, which makes even the painful 
passions become delightful. 

If the first of these be all that he intended to affirm, he hath told 
us indeed a certain truth, but nothing new or uncommon ; nay, more, 
he hath told us nothing that can serve in the smallest degree for a 
solution of the difiolcuUy. Whoever doufc>ted, that it is the design and 
work of eloquence to move the passions, and to please t The ques- 
tion which this naturally gives rise to, is. How doth eh>quence pro- 
duce this effect ? This, I believe, it will be acknowledged to do prin- 
cipally, if not solely, agreeably to the doctrine explained abov* •* by 
communicating lively, distinct, and strong ideas of the distress which 
it exibits. ^ By a judicious, yet natural arrangement of the most 
afifecting circumstances, by a proper selection of the most suitable 
tropes and figures, it enlivens the ideas raised in the imagination to 
such a pitch, as makes them strongly resemble the perceptions of the 
senses, or the transcripts of the memory. The question then, with 
which we are rmmediately concerned, doth obviously recur, and 
seems, if possible, more mysterious than before : for how can the 
aggravating of all the circumstances of misery in the representation, 
make it be contemplated with pleasure ? One would naturally ima- 
gine, that this must be the most effectual method of making it give 
still greater pain. How can the heightening of grief, fear, anxiety, 
and other uneasy sensations, render them agreeable? 

Besides, this ingenious author has not adverted^ thfit his hypo- 
thesis, instead of being supplementary to Fontenell^'s, as he appears 
to have intended, is subversive of the principles on which (he French 
critic's theory is founded. The effect, according to the latter, re- 
sults from moderating, weakening, softening, and diminishing the 
passion. According to the former, it results from what is directly 
opposite, from the arts employed by the orator for the purpose of ex- 
aggeration, strengthening, heightening, and inflaming the passion. 
Indeed, neither of these writers seems to have attended sufhcie tly 
to one particular, which of itself might have shown the insufficiency 
of their systems. The particular alluded to is, that pity, if i^ exceed 
not a certain degree, gives pleasure to the mind, when excited by the 
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original objecte in distrass, m well as by the representations mhde 
by poets, painters, and orators: and, on the contrary, if it exceed a 
certain' degree, U is on the whole painful, whether awakened by the 
real objects of pity, or roused by the exhibitions of the historian or 
of the poet Indeed, as sense operates more strongly on the mtod 
than imagination does, the excess is much more frequent in the for- 
mer case than in the latter. 

Now, in attempting to give a solution of the di^culty, it is plain, 
that all our theorists ought regularly and properly to begin with the 
former case. If in that, which is the original and the simplest, 
the matter is sufficiently accounted for, it is accounted for in every case, 
it being the manifest design both of painting and of oratory, as nearly as 
possible to produce the same affections which the very objects repre- 
sented would have produced in our minds : whereas, though Mr. Hume 
should be admitted to have accounted fully for the impression made 
by the poet and the orator, we are as far as ever from the discovery 
of the cause why pity excited by , the objects themselves, when it 
hath no eloquence to recommend it, is on the whole, if not ex- 
cessive, a pleasant emotion. 

But if this celebrated writer intended to assert that the discovery 
of the oratory^ that is, of the address and talents of the speaker, 
is what gives the hearer a pleasure, which, mingling itself with pity, 
fear, indignation, converts the. whole, as he expresses it, into one 
strong movemei^t, which is altogether delightful.: if thb be his senti- 
ment, he hath indeed advanced something extraordinary, ajid en- 
tirely new. And that this is his opinion, appears, I think,, obliquely^ 
from the expressions which he useth. m The genius required, the 
art employed, the judgment displayed, along vvith the force of ex* 
pression, and beauty of oratorial numbers, diffuse the highest satis- 
faction on the audience.'' Again, The impulse or vehemence 
arising from sorrow, compassion, indignation^ receives a new direcr 
tion from the sentiments of beauty.!' If this then be a just solution 
of the difficulty, and the detection of the speaker^s talents and ad- 
dress be necessary to render the hearer susceptible of this chs^rraing 
sorrow, this delightful anguish, how grossly have all critics and 
rhetoricians been deceived hitherto 1 These, in dirept opposition - to 
this curious theory, have laid it down in their rhetorics as a funda- 
mental maxim* that " it is essential to the art to conceal the art T'* 
a maxim too, which, in their estimation, the orator, in no part of his 
province, is obliged to such a scrupulous observance of, as in the 
patheticf In this the speaker, if he would prove successful, must 
make his subject totally engross the attention of the hearers ; inso- 
much that he himself, his genius, his art, his judgment, his richness 
of language, his harmony of nun^rs, are not minded in the least.| 

♦ Artis est celare artem. . j. . 

t Effugienda i^itur in bac praecipml parte omnis callwitatis Buspicio ? nilj I 
videatur fictum, nihil solicitum : omnia potius a^causa, quam ab oratore pro- 
fecia credantur. Sed hoc pair non possumus, et perire artem putamus, nisi 
appareat : cim deeinat ars esse, si appareL — CIuint. InsL lib. iv. cap. 3. 

I Ubi res ftgitur, et vera dimicatio est, ultimus sit fanoas loctis. Propterea 
Bon debet <][uisquam, ubi maxima rerum momenta vcrsantar, de verbis eese so- 
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NeTer does the orator obtain a nobler triumph by hia oloquence* 
than when his aontimonta and style and order appear so naturally to 
arise out of the subject, that erery hearer is inclined to think, he 
could not have either thought or spoken otherwise himself, when 
ef<ery thing, in short, is exhibited in such manner. 

As all might hope te imiUte with ^ , . 

Yet while ihey strifS itie wlQia euccm lo 

Shoald find their lalm^ sad ^kn^iikofm li r3i*^ ' Frahcis. 

As to the harmony of numbers, itm^liio furriiarto be the speaker's 
care, than that he may arc id an offensire dissonance or hailing in his 
periods, which, by hurtEng the ear, abstracts the Attention from the 
subject, and must by corkf^eqtience serve obstruct the cfTcct. Yet, 
even this, it may be Sitl'i.ly avRrredi wil) not tt^nd hjiJf bo much to 
counteract the end, as olu borate harmony, or a flowing elocution, 
which carries along with it the evident marks of address and study.*!* 
Our author proceeds all along on the supposition that there are two 
distinct effects produced by the eloquence on the hearers ; one the 
sentiment of beauty, or (as he explains it more particularly,) of the 
harmony of oratorial numbers, of the exercise of these noble talents, 
genius, art, and judgment ; the other the passion which the speaker 
purposeth to raise in (heir minds. He maintains, that when the first 
predominates, the mixture of the two efiects becomes exceedingly 
pleasant, and the reverse when the second is superior. At least, if 
this is not what he means to assert and vindicate, I despair of being 
able to assign a meaning to the following expressions : " The genius 
required to paint, — the art employed in collecting, — the judgment 
displayed in disposing, — diffuse the highest satisfaction on the au- 
dience, and excite the most delightful movements. By this means 
the uneasiness of the melancholy passions is not only overpowered 
and effaced by something stronger of an opposite kind, but the whole 
movement of those passions is converted into pleasure, and swells 
the delight which the eloquence raises in us." Again, "The 
impulse or vehemence arising from sorrow, — receives a new direc- 
tion from the sentiments of beauty. The latter being the predomi- 
nant emotion, seize the whole mind, and convert the former 

Again, " The soul being at the same time roused with passion, and 
charmed by eloquence, feels on the whole And in the para- 
graph immediately succeeding, " It is thus the fiction of tragedy 
«o(\ens the passion, by an infusion of a new feeling, not merely by 

licitos. Neque hoc eo pertinet, ut in his nullue sit omatus, sed uti pressior 
«tsev^or, minus confeesus, praecipud ad materiam accommodatus. — CIuint. 
* ■ Ui sibi auivis 

Speret idem ; sudet multtlm, rrustraqoe laboret. 
Ausus idem. Hor. De Arte Poet, 

t Commoveaturne quisquam ejus fortuna, quern tumid um ac sui jactantem, 
et arabitiosum institorem eloquentiae in ancipiti forte videat ? Non : irho oderit 
rerum verba aucupantem, et auxium de fama ingenii, et cui esse diserto vacet 
duiNT. 1. xi. cap. 1. Ubi ver6 atrocitate, invidia, miseratione pugnandum est, 
quis ferat contrapositis et pariter cadentibus, et consimilibus, irascentem, flen- 
tem, rogantem? ctim in his rebus cura verborum deroget afiectibus fidem: tt 
ubicunque ars ostentatur, Veritas abesse videatur. Cap. 3. 
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weakening or dimraishing the sorrow."— Now to me it is manifest, 
that this notion of two distinguishahliBi and even opposite effects as 
he terms them, produced in the hearer by the eloquence, is perfectly 
imaginary : that, on the contrary, whatever charm or fascinattoo, if 
you pleade.to call it so, there is in the pity, excited by the orator, it 
ariseth not from any extrinsic 9«iitinient of beauty blended with 
but intimately from its own nature, from those passions which pity 
necessarily associates, or, I should rather say, includes. 

But do we not oOen hear people speak of eloquence as moving 
them greatly, and pleasing them highly at the same time I Nothing 
more common, but these are never understood by them, as two 
original, separate, and independent effects, but as essentially con- 
nected. Push your inquiries Jbut ever so little, and you will ^nd all 
agree in affirming, that it is by being moved, and by that solely, that 
they are pleased ; in philosophical strictness, therefore, the pleasure 
is the immediate effect of the pi^sion, and the passion the immediate 
effect of the eloquence. 

But is there then no pleasure in contemplating the beauty of 
composition, the richness of fancy, the- power of numbers, and the 
energy of expression ? There is undoubtedly. But so ikr is this 
pleasure from commixing with the pathos, and giving a direction to 
it, that, on the contrary, they seem to be in a great measure incompati- 
ble. Such indeed is the pleasure which the artist or the critic enjoys, 
who can coolly and deliberately survey the whole ; upon whose 
pas&ions the art of the speaker hath little or no influence, and that 
purely for this reason, because he discovers that art. The bulk o£ 
bearers know no further than to approve the mail who affects them, 
who speaks to their hefirt, as they very properly and emphatically 
term it, and to commend the performance by which this is aecoro*- 
plished. But how it is accomplished, they neither give themselves 
the trouble to consider, nor attempt to explain.* 

* The inquiry contained in tbie chapter was written long before I hid an 

opportunity uf perusing a very ingenious English Commentary and Notes on 
Horace's Epistles to the Pisos and to Augustus, in which Mr- Hume*s sentiments 
on this subject are occasionally criticised. The opinions of that commentator, 
in regard to Mr. Hume's theory, coincide in every thing material with mine. 
Thifl author considers the question no farther than it relates to the represen- 
tations of tragedy, and hath, by conBning his view to the single point, been led 
to lay greater stress on Fontenelle*s hyjiothesis, than, for the solution of the 
general phenomenon, it is entitled to. It is very true that our theatrical enter- 
tainments commonly exhibit a degree of distress which we could liot bear to 
witness in the obiects represented. Consequently the C0nsideration that it ie 
but a picture, and not the original, a fictitious exhibition, and not thjs reality, 
which we contemplate, is essential for rendering the whole, I may say, supporta- 
ble ae well as i)lea8ant But even in this case, when it is necessary to our 
repose, to consider the seenical misery before us as mere illusion, we are 
generally better pleased to consider the things represented atf genuine fact It 
requires, indeed, but a further degree of eviction to make us even pleased to 
think that the copy never had any archetype in nature. But when this is the 
case we may truly say, that the poet hath exceeded and wrought up pity to a 
kind of horror. 
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Part IV. — The Fourth Hypotheaia. 

Lastly, to mention only one other hypothesis ; there are who 
maintain that compassion is an example of unmixed selfishness and 
malignity,^ and may be resolved into that power of imagination, by 
which we apply the misfortunes of others to onrselves that We are 
said to pity no longer than we fancy ourselves to suffer, and to be 
pleased only by reflecting that our sufferings are not real ; thus 
indulging a dream of distress, from which we can awake whenever 
we please, to exult in our security, and enjoy the comparison of the 
fiction with truth."* 

This is no other than the antiquated doctrine of the philosopher of 
Malmesbury, rescued from oblivion, to which it had been fast de- 
scending, and republished with improvements. Hobbes indeed 
thought it a sufficient stretch, in order to render the sympathetic sor- 
row purely selfish, to define it imagination or fiction of future ca- 
lamity to ourselves, proceeding from the sense of another's calami- 
ty."! But in the first quotation we have another kind of fiction ; 
namely, that we are at present the very sufferers ourselves, the iden- 
tical persons whose cases are exhibited as being so deplorable, and 
whose calamities we so sincerely lament. There were some things 
hinted in the beginning of the chapter, in relation to this paradoxical 
conceit, which I should not have thought it necessary to resume, had 
it not been adopted by a late author, whose periodical essays seemed 
to entitle him to the character of an ingenious, moral, and instructive 
writer. J For though he hath declined entering formally into the de- 
bate, he hath sufficiently shown his sentiments on this article, and 
hath endeavoured indirectly to support them. 

I doubt not that it will appear to many of my readers as equally 
silly to refute this hypothesis and to defend it. Nothing could be^ 
tray reasonable men into such extravagancies, but the dotage with 
which one is affected towards every appendage of a favourite system. 
And this is an appendage of that system which derives all the affec- 
tions and springs of action in the human mind from self-love. In 
almost all system-builders of every denomination, there is a vehe- 
ment desire of simplifying their principles, and reducing all to one. 
Hence in medicine, the passion for finding a catholicon, or cure of 
all diseases ; and in chemistry, for discovering the true alcahest, or 
universal dissolvent. Nor have our moralists entirely escaped the 
contagion. One reduc^th all the virtues to prudence, and is ready to 
make it clear as sun-shine, that there neither is nor can be another 
source of moral good, a right conducted self-love : another is equally 
confident, that all the virtues are but different modifications of disin- 
terested benevolence : a third will demonstrate to you that veracity is 
the whole duty of a man : a fourth, with more ingenuity, and much 
greater appearance of reason, assures you, that the true system of 
ethics is comprised in one word, sympathy. 
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But to the point in hand ; it appears a great objection to the. self-* 
ish system, that in pity we are affected with a real sorrow for the 
sufferings of others, or at least that men have universally understood 
this to be the case, a;s appears from the very words and phrases ex- 
pressive of this emotion to be found in all known languages. But to 
one who has thoroughly imbibed the principles and spirit of a philo- 
sophic sect, which hath commonly as violent an appetite for mystery 
(though under a different name, for with the philosopher it is a para- 
dox) as any religious sect whatever; how paltry must an objection 
appear, which hath nothing to support it but the conviction of all man- 
kind, those only excepted whose minds have been prevented by scho- 
lastic sophistry ? 

It is remarkable, that though so many have contended that some 
fiction of the imagination is absolutely necessary to the production of 
pity, and though 5ie examples of this emotion are so frequent (i hope 
in the theorists themselves no less than in others,) as to give ample 
scope for examination, they are so little agreed what this fiction is. 
Some contend only, that in witnessing tragedy, one is under a sort of 
momentary deception, which a very little reflection can correct, and 
imagines that he is actually witnessing those distresses and miseries 
which are only represetited in borrowed characters, and that the ac- 
tors are the very persons whom they exhibit. ' This supposition, I 
acknowledge, is the most admissible of all. That children and sim- 
ple people, who are utter strangers to theatrical amusements, are apt 
at first to be deceived in this manner, is undeniable. That there-* 
fore through the magical power (if I may call it so,) of natural and 
animated action, a transient illusion somewhat similar may be pro- 
duced in persons of knowledge and experiencie, I will not take upon 
me to controvert. But this hypothesis is not niscessarily connected 
with any particular tlnory of the passions. The persons for whom 
we grieve, whether the real objects or only their representatives mis- 
taken for. them, are still other persons, and not ourselves. Besidesv 
this was never intended to account but for the degree of emotion in 
one particular ^ase only. 

Others, therefore, who refer every thing to self, will have it, that, 
by a fiction of the mind, we instantly conceive l^ome future and simi- 
lar calamity a» coming upon ourselves ; and that it is solely this con- 
ception, and this dread, which call forth all our sorrow and our tears. 
Others, not satisfied with this, maintain boldly that we conceive our- 
selvea to be the persons suffering the miseries related or represented, 
at the very instant that our pity is raised. When nature is deserted 
by us, it is no wonder that we should lose our way in the devious 
tracks of imagination, and not know where to settle. 

The first would say, " When I see Garrick in the character of 
King Lear, in the ptmost agony of distress, I am so transported with 
the passions raised in my breast, that I quite forget the tragedian, and 
imagine that my eyes are fixed on that much injured and most mise- 
rable monarch." Says the. second, I am not in the least liable to 
so gross a blunder, but I cannot help» in consequeqce of the repre- 
sentation, being struck with the impression, that I am soon to be in 
the same situatioa, and to be u0ed in the like ingratitude and bar^ 
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barity." Says the third, The case is still worse with me ; for I 
conceive myself, and not the player, to be that wretched man at the 
very time that he is acted. 1 fancy that I am actually in the midst of 
the storm« suffering all his anguish, that my daughters have turned 
me out of doors, sind treated me with such unheard of cruelty and in- 
justice." It is exceedingly lucky that there do not oflener follow 
terrible consequences from these misconceptions. It will be said, 

they are transient, and quickly cured by recollection. But how- 
ever transient, if they really exist, they must exist, for some time. 
Now if, unhappily, a man had two of his daughters sitting near him 
at the very instant he were under this delusion, and if, by a very natu- 
ral and consequential fiction, he fancied them to be Goneril and Re* 
gan, the effects might be fatal to the ladies, though they were the 
most dutiful children in the world. 

It hath never yet been denied (for it is impossible to say what will 
be denied,) that pity influences a person to contribute to relieve the 
object when it is in his power. But if there is a mistake in the ol>- 
ject, there must of necesity be a mistake in the directioQ^ of the re- 
lief. For instance, you see a man perishing with hunger, and your 
compassion is raised ; now you will pity no longer, say these acute 
resoners, than you fancy yourself to suffer. You yourself properly 
are the sole object of your own pity, and as you desire to relieve this 
person only whom you pity ; if there be any food within your reach, 
you will no doubt devour it voraciously, in order to allay the famine 
which you fancy you are enduring ; but you will not give one morsel 
to the wretch who really needs your aid, but who is by no means the 
object of your regret, for whom you can feel no compunction, and 
with whose distress (which is quite a foreign matter to you,) it is im* 
possible you should be affected, especially when under the power of 
a passion consisting of unmixed selfishness and malignity. For 
though, if you did not pity him, you would, on cool reflection, give 
him some aid, perhaps from principle, perhaps from example, or per- 
haps from habit, unluckily this accursed pity, this unmixed malignant 
selfishness, interposeth, to shut your heart against him, and to ob- 
struct the pious purpose. 

I know of no way of eluding this objection but one, which is indeed 
a very easy way. It ii to introduce another Action of the imagina- 
tion, and to say, that when this emotion is raised, I lose all conscious- 
ness of my own existence and identity, and fancy that the pitiable ob- 
ject before me is my very self; and that the real I, or what I formerly 
mistook for myself, is some other body, a mere spectator of my mi- 
sery, or perhaps nobody at all. Thus onknowingly I may contribute 
to his relief, when under the strange illusion which makes me fancy, 
that, instead of giving to another, I am taking to myself. But if the 
man be scrupulously honest, he will certainly restore to me when I 
am awake, what I give him unmtentionally in my sleep. 

That such fictions may sometimes take place in madness, which 
almost totally unhinges our mental faculties, I will not dispute ; but 
that such are the natural operations of the passions in a sound state, 
when the intellectual powers are unimpaired, is what no man would 
have either conceived or advanced, that had not a darling hypothesis 
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to support And by such arguments, it is certain, that every hypothec 
M whatever may equally be supported. Suppose I have taken it 
into my head to write a theory of the mind ; and, in order to give uni- 
ty and simplicity to my system,, as well as to recommend it by the 
grace of novelty, I have resolved to reduce all the actions, all the 
pursuits, and all the passions of men from self-hatred, as the com- 
mon fountain* If to degrade human nature be so great a recom« 
mendation, as we find it is to many speculators, as well as to all athe- 
ists and fanatics, who happen, on this point, I know not how, to be 
most cordially united, the theory now suggested is by no means de- 
ficient in that sort of merit from which one might expect to it the 
very best reception. Self-love is certainly no vice, however justly 
the want of love to our neighbour be accounted one ; but if any thing 
can be called vicious, self-hatred is undoubtedly so. 

Let it not be imagined, that nothing specious can be urged in fa- 
vour of this hypothesis : what else, it may be pleaded, could induce 
the miser to deny himself not only the comforts, but even almost the 
necessaries of life, to pine for want in the midst of plenty, to live in 
unintermitted anxiety and terror ? All the world sees that it is not to 
procure his own enjoyment, which he invariably and to the last repu- 
diates. And can any reasonable person be so simple as to believe 
that it is for the purpose of leaving a fortune to his heir, a man whom 
he despises, for whose deliverance from perdition he would not part 
with half a crown, and whom of all mankind next to himself he hates 
the most ? What else could induce the sensualist to squander his all 
in dissipation and debauchery ; to rush on ruin certain and foreseen 1 
You call it pleasure. But is he ignorant, that his pleasures are more 
than ten times counterbalanced by the plagues and even torments 
which they bring ? Does the conviction, or even the experience of 
this, deter him? On the contrary with what steady perseverance, 
with what determined resolution, doth he proceed in his career, not 
intimidated by the haggard forms which stare him in the face, pover* 
ty and infamy, disease and death ? What else could induce the man 
who is reputed covetous, not of money, but of fame, that is, of wind, 
to sacrifice his tranquillity, and almost all the enjoyments of life ; to 
epend his days and nights in fruitless disquietude and endless care ? 
Has a bare name, think you, an empty sound, such inconceivable 
charms ? Can a mere nothing serve as a counterpoise to solid and 
substantial good ? Are we not rather imposed on by appearances, 
when we conclude this to be his motive? Can we be senseless 
enough to imagine that it is the bubble reputation (which, were it any 
thing, a dead man surely cannot enjoy,) that the soldier is so infatua- 
ted as to seek even in the cannon's mouth 1 Are not these, there- 
fore, for the various ways of self-destroying, to which, according to 
their various tastes, men are prompted, by the same universal pria<< 
ciple of self-hatred ? 

If you should insist on certain phenomena, which appear to be In 
reconcilable to my hypothesis, I think I am provided with an answer. 
You urge our readiness to resent an affront or injury, real or ima- 
gined, which we receive, and which ought to gratify instead of pro- 
voking us, on the suppoeifion that we hate ourselves. But may it 
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not be retorted, that its being a gratification is that which excites our 
resentment, inasmuch as we are enemies to everj kind of self-indul- 
gence ? If this answer will not suffice, I have another which is ex* 
cellent. It lies in th-^ definition of the word revenge. Revencre, I 
pronounce, may be justly deemed an example of unmixed self>ab<* 
horrence and benignity, and may be resolved into that power of ima* 
ginalion, by which we apply the sufferings that we inflict on others 
to ourselves ; we are said to wreak our vengeance no longer than we 
fancy ourselves to suffftr, and to be satiated by reflecting, that the 
suflftrings of others are not really ours ; that we have been but indul- 
ging a dream of self-punishment, from which, when we awake and 
discover the fiction, our anger instantly subsides, and we are meek 
as lambs." Is this extravagant ? Compare it, I pray you, with the 
preceding explication of compassion, to which it is a perfect counter-^ 
part. Consider seriously, and you will find that it is not in the 
smallest degree more manifest, that another and not ourselves is the 
object of our resentment when we are angry, than it is that another 
and not ourselves is the object of our compassion, when we are 
moved with pity. Both indeed have a self-evidence in them, which, 
whilst our minds remain unsophisticated by the dogmatism of sy8lem« 
extorts from us an unlimited assent. 



SECTION IL 

THE author's HIPOTHESIS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

Where so many have failed of success, it may be thought pre* 
sumptuous to attempt a decision* But despondency in regard to a 
question which seems to fall wilhin the reach of our faculties^ and is 
entirely subjected to our observation and experience, must appear to 
the inquisitive and philosophic mind, a still greater fault than even 
presumption. The latter may occasion the introduction of a false 
theory, which must necessarily come under the review and correc- 
tion of succeeding philosophers. And the detection of error proves 
often instrumental to the discovery of truth. Whereas the former 
quashes curiosity altogether, and influences one impltcity to aban- 
don an inquiry as utterly undeterminable. I shall therefore now 
offer a few observations concerning the passions, which, if rightly ap- 
prehended and weighed, will, I hope, contribute to the solution of the 
present question. 

My first observation shall be, that almost all the simple passions of 
which the mind is susceptible, may be divided into two classes ; the 
pleasanty and the painful. It is at the same time acknowledged, that 
the pleasures and^lhe pains created by the different passions, differ 
considerably from one another, both in kind and degree. Of the 
tormer class are love, joy, hope, pride, gratitude ; of the latter, ha- 
tred, grief, fear, shame, anger. Let it be remarked, that by the 
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name pride in tke first class, (which I own admits a variety of ac- 
ceptations,) no more is meant here than the feeling which we have oo 
obtaining the merited approbation of other men, in which senSe it 
stands in direct opposition to shame in the second class, or the feel- 
ing which we have when conscious of incurring the deserved blame 
of others. In like manner, gratitude^ or the resentment of favour, is 
opposed to anger, or the resentment of injury. To the second class 
i might have added desire and aversion, which give the mind some 
uneasiness or dissatisfaction with its present state ; but these are 
often the occasion of pleasure, as they are the principal spurs to ac- 
tions, and perhaps more than any other passion, relieve the mind from 
that languor, which, according to that just remark of A bbe du Bos, is 
perfectly oppressive. Besides, as they «re perpetually accompanied 
vith some degree of either Ae/Te or /car, generally with both, they are 
either pleasant or painful, as the one or the other preponderates. 
For these reasons, ihey may be considered as in themselves of an 
indifiereat or intermediate kind. 

The second observation is, that there is an attraction or associa- 
tion among the passions, as. well as among the ideas of the mind. 
Rarely any passion comes alone. To investigate the laws of this 
attraction, would be indeed a matter of curious inquiry, but it doth 
not fall within the limits of the present question. Almost all the 
other affections attract or excite desire or aversion of some sort or 
other. The passions which seem to have the least influence on 
these, are joy and grief; and of the two, joy, I believe, will be ac- 
knowledged to have less of the attractive power than grief. Joy is 
the end of desire, and the completion of hope : therefore when at- 
tained, it not only excludes occasion for the others, but seems, for a 
while, at least, to repel them, as what would give an impertinent in- 
terruption to the pleasure resulting from the contemplation of pre- 
sent felicity, with which the mind, under the influence of joy is en- 
grossed, ixrief hath a like tendency. When the mind is over- 
whelmed by this gloomy passion, it resists the instigations of desircy 
as what would again, to no purpose, rouse its activity ; it disdains 
hope., it even loathes it as a vain and delusive dream. The first sug- 
gestions of these passions seem but as harbing^s to the cutting re- 
collection of former flattering pTospects, once too fondly entertained, 
now utterly extinct, and succeeded by an insupportable and irreme- 
diable disappointment, which every recollection serves but to aggra- 
vate. Nay, how unaccountable soever it may appear, the mind 
seems to have a mournful satisfaction in being allowed to indulge its 
anguish, and to immerse itself wholly ih its own afHictlons. But this 
can be affirmed of sorrow only in the extreme. When it begins to 
subside, or when originally^ but in a weak degree, it leads the mind 
to seek relief from desire, and hope, and other passions. Love 
naturally associates to it benevolence, which is one species of desire, 
for here no more is^ nieant by it than a desire of the happiness of the 
person loved. Hatred as naturally associates malevolence or malicCt 
which is the desire of evil to the person hated.* 

My third observation is, that pain of every kind generally makes a 

* The ambiguity and even penury of all languages in relation to our internal 
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deeper impression on the imagination than pleasure doe3, and is 
longer retained by the memory. 'It is a common remark of every 
people and of every age, and consequently hath some foundation in 
human nature, that benefits are sooner forgotten than injuries, and 
favours than affionts. Those who are accustomed to attend the 
theatre will be sensible, that the plots of the be»t tragedies which they 
have witnessed, are better remembered by them, than those of the 
most celebrated comedies. And indeed every body that reflects 
may be satisfied, that no story takes a firmer hold of the memory 
than a tale of wo. In civil history, as well as in biography, it is the 
disastrous and not the joyous events, which are of^en recollected and 
retailed. 

The fourth observation is, that from a group of passions (if I may 
so express myself,) associated together, and having the same object, 
some of which are of the pleasant, others of the painful kind ; if the 
pleasant predominate, there ariseth often a greater and a more darable 
pleasure to the mind, than would result from these, if alone and un- 
mixed. That the case is so, will, I believe, on a careful inquiry, be 
found to be a matter of experience ; how it happens to be so, I am 
afraid, human sagacity will never be able to investigate. 

This observation holds especially when the emotions and aflfectionsr 
raised in us are derived from sympathy, and have not directly self for 
the object. Sympathy is not a passion, but that quality of the soul 
which renders it susceptible of almost any passion, by communication 
from the bosom of another. It is by sympathy we rejoice tviihthem 
that rejoice^ and weep with them thai weep. This faculty, however, 
doth not act with equal strength in these opposite cases, but is much 
weaker in the first than in the second. It would perhaps be easier 
to assign the intention of nature in this difference, than the cause of 
the difference. The miserable need the aid and sympathy of others ; 
the happy do not. I must farther observe on the subject, what I 
believe was hinted once already, that sympathy may be greatly 
strengthened or weakened by the influence of connected passions. 
Thus love associates to it benevolence, and both give double force to 

feelings, make it very difficult in treating of them, to preserre at once perspt- 
(Guity and accuracy. Benevolence is sometimes used, perhaps with little varia- 
tion from its most common import, for charity or universal love ; and love 
itself will be thought by some to be properly dernied by the desire or wish of the 
happiness of its object. As to the first, it is enough that 1 have assigned the 
precise meaning in which I use the term ; and in regard to the second, those 
who are duly attentive to u hat passes within their own breasts will be sensible, 
that by lo^ve, in tlm strictest acceptation, is meant a certain pleasurable emotion 
excited in the mind by a suitable object, to which the desir^ of the happiness of 
the object is generally consfquent. The felicity of the object may however be 
such, as to leave no room for any desire or wish of ours in regard to it This 
holds particularly in £Mir love of God. Besides, there may be a desire of the, 
happiness of others, arising from very different causes, where there is nothing of 
that sentiment of feeling .which Ts strictly called love. I own at the same time, 
that the term love is also oflen used to denote simply benevolence or good will ; 
as when we are commanded to love all men, known and unknown, good and bad, 
friendly and injurious. To that tender emotion which qualities suppoeed 
amiable alone can excite, the precept surely doth not extend. These things I 
thought it necessary to observe, jn prd.er to prevent mistake in a case wnich 
requires so much precision. 
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sympathy. Hatred, on the contrary, associates to it malice, and 
destroys sympathy. 

There are consequently several reasons why a scene of pure.un« 
mixed joy in any work of genius, cannot give a great or lasting plea- 
sure to the mind. First, sympathetic joy is much fainter and more 
transient than sympathetic grief, and they are generally the sympa- 
thetib passions, which are infused by poets, orators, painters, and 
historians : secondly, joy is the least attractive of all the afiections. 
it perhaps can never property be said to associate to it desire, the 
great spring of action. The most we can say is, that when it begins 
to subside, it again gives place to desire, this passion being of such a 
nature, as that it can hardly for any time be banished from the soul. 
Hence it is that the joy which has no other foundation but sympathyy 
quickly tires the mind, and runs into satiety. Hence it is also, that 
dramatic writers, and even romance writers, make a scene of pure 
joy always the last scene of the piece, and but a short one. It may 
just be mentioned, thirdly, not indeed as an argument, (for of its weak- 
ness in this respect I am very sensible,) but as an illustration from 
analogy, that every thing in nature is heightened and set off by its 
contrary, which, by giving scope for comparison, enhances every ex- 
eeltence. The colours in painting acquire a double lustre from the 
shades ; the harmony in music is greatly improved by a judicious mix- 
ture of discords. The whole conduct of life, were it necessary, might 
exemplify the position. A mixture of pain then seems to be of con- 
sequence to give strength and stability to pleasure. 

The fifth observation is, that under the name pittf may be included 
all the emotions excited by tragedy. In common speech all indeed 
are included under thi^ name, that are excited by that species of elo- 
quence which is denMninated the pathetic. The passions moved by 
tragedy have been commonly said to be pity and terror^ This enu- 
meration is more popular than philosophical, even though adopted by 
the Stagyrite himself. For what is pity but a participation by sym- 
pathy in the woes of others, and the feelings naturally consequent 
upon them, of whatever kind tbey be, their fears as well as sorrows? 
whereas, this way of contra-distinguishing terror from pity, would 
make one who knew nothing of tragedy but from the definition, ima- 
^ne, that it were intended to make us compassionate others in trou- 
ble, and dread mischief to ourselves. If this were really the case, I 
believe there are few or none who would find any pleasure in this 
species of entertainment. Of this there occurs an example, when, 
as hath sometimes happened, in the midst of the performance, the au- 
dience aie alarmed with the sudden report that the house hath taken 
fire, or when they hear a noise which makes them suspect that the 
roof or walls are falling. Then, indeed, terror stares in every coun- 
tenance ; but such a terror as gives no degree of pleasure, and is so 
far from coalescing with the passions raised by the tragedy, that, on 
the contrary, it expels them altogether, and leaves not in the mind, 
for some time at least, another idea or reflection, but what concerns 
personal safety. 

On the other hand, if all the sympathetic affections excited by the 
theatrical representation were to be severally enumerated, I cannot 
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see why hope, indignatioo, love aod hatred* gratitude and resent- 

ment, should not he included as well as fear. To account then for 
the pleasure which we find in pity, is, in a great measure, to give a 
solution of the question under review. I do not say that this will 
satisfy in every case. On the contrary, there are many cases, in 
which Ahbe du Boss's account above recited, of the pleasure arising 
from the agitation and fluctuation of the passions, is the only solution 
that can be given. 

My sixth and last observation on this head is, that pity is not a 
simple passion, but a group of passions strictly united by association, 
and as it were blended, by centring in the same object. Of these 
some are pleasant, some painful ; commonly the pleaf^ant preponde- 
rate. It hath been remarked already, that love attracts benevolence* 
benevolence quickens sympathy. _The same attraction takes place 
inversely, though not, perhaps, with equal strength. Sympathy 
engages benevolence, and benevolence love. That benevolence, or 
the habit of wishing happiness to another, from whatever motive it 
hath originally sprung, will at length draw in love, might be proved 
from a tiiousand instances. 

In the party-divisions which obtain in some countries, it often 
hapr>ens that a man is at first induced to take a side, purely from a 
motive of interest ; for some time, from this motive solely, he wishes 
the success of the party with which he is embarked. From a habit 
of wishing this, he will continue to wish it, when, by a change of 
circumstances, his own interest is no longer connected with it ; nay, 
which is more strange, he will even contract such a love and attach- 
ment to the party, as to promote their interest in direct opposition 
to his own. That commiseration or sympathy in wo, hath still a 
stronger tendency to engage our love is evident. 

This is the only rational account that can be given why mothers of 
a h i n ine disposition generally love most the sickliest child in the 
family, though perhaps far from being the loveliest in respect either 
of temper or of other qualities. The habit of commiseration habituates 
them to the feeling and exertion of benevolence. Benevolence- 
habitually felt and exerted, confirms and augments their love. 
" Mothing," says Mr. Hume,* " endears so much^ friend, as sor- 
row for his death. The pleasure of his company has not so power- 
ful an influence." Distress to the pitying eye, diminishes every 
fault, and sets off every good quality in the brightest colours. Nor 
is it a le-^3 pf)werful advocate for the mistress than for the friend : 
often does the single circumstance of misfortune subdue all resent- 
ment of former coldness and ill usage, and make a languid and dying 
passion revive and flame out with a violence which it is impossible 
any longer to withstand. Every body acknowledges, that beauty is 
never so irresistible as in tears. Distress is commonly sufRcient 
with those who are not very hard-hearted or pitiless, (for these words 
are nearly of the same import,) to make even enmity itself relent. 

There are then in these three different emotions : first, rom- 
miseralion, purely painful ; secondly, benevolence, or a desire of the 
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relief and happiness of the object pitted, a passion, as was already 
observed, of (he intermediate kind ; thirdly, /ove, in which is always 
implied one of the noblest and most exquisite pleasures whereof the 
soul is susceptible, and which is itself, in most cases, sufficient to 
give a counterpoise of pleasure to the whole. 

For the further confirmation of this theory, let it be remarked, that 
orators and poets, in order to strengthen this association and union, 
are at pains to adorn the character of him for whom they would 
engage our pity with every amiable quality, which, in a consistency 
with probability, they can crowd into it. On the contrary when the 
character is hateful^ the person's misfortunes are unpitied. Some* 
limes they even occasion a pleasure of a very different kind ; namely, 
that which the mind naturally takes in viewing the just punishment 
of demerit. When the character hath such a mixture of good and 
odious qualities, as that we can neither withhold our commiseration, 
nor bestow our love ; the mind is then torn opposite ways at once, by 
passions which, instead of uniting, repel one another. Hence the 
piece becomes shocking and disgustful. Such, to a certain degree, 
in my judgment, the tragedy of Venice Preserved^ wherein the hero, 
notwithstanding several good qualities, is a villain and a traitor, will 
appear to every well-disposed mind. All the above cases, if attend- 
ed to, will be found exactly to tally with the hypothesis here sug- 
gested. 

All the answer then which I am able to produce, upon the whole, 
and which results from the foregoing observations, is this : The 
principal pleasure in pity ariseth from its own nature, or from the 
nature of those passions of which it is compounded, and not from 
any thing extrinsic or adventitious. The tender emotions of love 
which enter into the composition, sweeten the commiseration or 
sympathetic sorrow; the commiseration gives a stability to those 
emotions, with which otherwise the mind would soon be cloyed, when 
directed towards a person, imaginary, unknown, or with whom we 
are totally unacquainted. The very benevolence or wish of contri- 
buting to his relief, afibrds an occupation to the thoughts, which 
agreeably rouses them. It impels the mind to devise expedients by 
which the unhappy person (if our pity is excited by some present 
calamitous incident,) may be, or (if it is awakened by the art of the 
poeti the orator, or the historian,) might have been rtslieved from his 
distress. Yet the whole movement of the combined afifections is not 
converted into pleasure ; for though the uneasiness of the melancholy 
passions be overpowered, it is not effaced by some thing stronger of 
an opposite kind. 

Mr. Hume, indeed, in his manner of expressing himself on this 
article, bath not observed either an entire uniformity, or his usual 
precision. I should rather say, from some dubiousness in relation to 
the account he was giving, he seems to have, in part, retracted what 
he had been establishing, and thus leaves the reader with an alterna- 
tive in the decision. First he tells us, that the whole movement of 
those [melancholy] passions is converted into pleasure." After- 
wards, " the latter [the sentiments of beauty] being the predominant 
emotion, seize the whole mind, and convert the former [the impulse 
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or rehemeDce arising from sorrow, compassion, indignation,] into 
themselves he adds, by way of correction, or at Jeast tincture 
them so strongly, as totally to alter their nature." Again, The 
soul feels, on the whole, a strong movement, which is altogethet 
delightful." All this, I acknowledge, appears to me to be neither 
sufficiently definite, nor quite intelligible. 

But, passing that, I shall only subjoin, that the combination of the 
passions in the instance under our examination, is not like the blend- 
ing of colours, two of which will produce a third, wherein you can 
discern nothing of the original hues united in producing it ; but it 
rather resembles a mixture of tastes, when you are quite sensible 
of the different savours of the ingredients. Thus blue and yellow 
mingled make green, in which you discover no tint of either ; and all 
the colours of the rainbow, blended, constitute a white, which to the 
eye appears as simple and original as any of them, and perfectly un- 
like to each. On the other hand, in eating meat with salt, for instancot 
we taste both distinctly : and though the latter singly would be dis- 
agreeable, the former is rendered more agreeable by the mixture than 
it would otherwise have been. 

I own, indeed, that certain adventitious circumstances may con- 
tribute to heighten the effect. But these cannot be regarded as 
essential to the passion. They occur occasionally. Some of them 
actually occur but seldom. Of this sort is the satisfaction which 
ariseth from a sense of our own ease and security, compared with the 
calamity and the danger of another. 

•Tis' pleasant, safely to behold from shore 
The rolling ship, and hear the tempest roar r 
Not that another's pain is our delight ; 
But pains< unfelt produce the pleasing sight 
'Tis pleasant also to behold from far 
The moving legions mingled in the war.* 

The poet hath hit here on some of the very few circumstanceSf in 
which it would be natural to certain tempers, not surely the most 
humane, to draw comfort in the midst of sympathetic sorrow, from 
such a comparison. The reflection, in my opinion, occurs almost 
only when a very small change in external situation, as a "change in 
place, to the distance of a few furlongs, would put us into th^ same 
lamentable circumstances which we are commiserating in others. 
Even something of this kind will present itself to our thoughts, when 
there is no particular object to demand our pity. A man who, in 
tempestuous weather, sits snug in a close house, near a good fire, 
and hears the wind and rain beating upon the roof and windows, will 
naturally think of his own comfortable situation, compared with that 

• Suave mari magno, turbantibus sequora ventis, 
£ terra magnum aiterius spectare laborem. 
X^on quia vexari quemquam 'st jucunda voluptas, 
Scd quibus ipse malis careas, quia cernere suave 'st. 
Suave etiam belli certamina magna tueri 
Per campos instructa, tua sine parte pericli. 

LfircRBT. 1. 8. 
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of a traveller, who, perliaps, far from shelter, is exposed to all the 
violeace of the tempest. But, io such cases, a difference, as I said, 
in a single accidental circumstance, which may happen at any^me, 
is a}l that is necessary to put a man in the same disastrous situation, 
wherein he either sees or conceives others to be. And the very 
slightness of the circumstance which ^ould have been sufficient to 
reverse the scene, makes him so ready to congratulate with himself 
on his better luck. Whereas, nothing is less natural, and, I will 
venture to say, less common, than such a reflection, when the differ- 
ences are many, and of a kind which cannot be reckoned merely 
accidental ; as when the calamity is what the person pitying must 
consider himself as not liable to, or in the remotest hazard o(i A 
man who, with the most undissembled compassion, bewails the 
wretched and undeserved fate of Desdemona, is not apt to think of 
himself, how fortunate he is, in not being the wife of a credulous, 
jealous and revengeful husband^ though perhaps a girl who hath 
lately rejected a suitor of this character will reflect with great com- 
placency on the escape she has made. 

Another adventitious source of pleasure is, the satisfaction that 
results from the conscious exercise of the humane affections, which 
it is our duty to cherish and improve. I mention this as adventitious, 
because, though not unnatural, I do not imagine that the sensations 
of sympathetic sorrow, either always or immediately, give rise to this 
reflection. Children, and even savages, are succeptible of pity, who 
think no more of claiming any merit to themselves on this score, 
than they think of claiming merit from their feeling the natural appe- 
tites of hunger and thirst. Nay, it is very possible that persons may 
know its power and sweetness too, when, through the influence of 
education and bad example, they consider it as a weakness or blemish 
in their disposition, and as such endeavour to conceal and stifle it. 
A certain degree of civilization seems to be necessary, to make us 
thoroughly sensible of its beauty and utility, and, consequently, that 
it ought to he cultivated. Bigotry may teach a man to think inhu- 
manity, in certain circumstances, a virtue. Tet nature will reclaim, 
and may make him, in spite of the dictates of a misguided conscience, 
feel all the tenderness of pity to the heretic, who, in his opinion, has 
more than merited the very worst that can be inflicted on him. 

I acknowledge, that, on the other hand, when the sentiment comes 
generally to prevail, that compassion is in itself praiseworthy, it may 
be rendered a source of much more self-satisfaction to the vain- 
glorious than reasonably it ought to yield. Such persons gladly lay 
hold of every handle which serves to raise them in their own esteem. 
And I make no doubt that several, from this very motive, have exalted 
this principle as immoderately as others have vilified it. Every good 
man will agree, that this is the case when people consider it as either 
a veil for their vices, or an atonement for the neglect of their duty. 
For my own part, I am inclined to think, that those who are most 
ready to abuse it thus, are not the most remarkable for any exercise 
of it, by which society can be profited. There is a species of decep- 
tion in the case, which it is not beside the purpose briefly to unrsvel. 

It hath been observed, that sense invariably makes a stronger 
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impression than memory, and memoi^ a stronger than imagination ; 
yet there are particular circumstances which appear to form an 
exception, and to give an efficacy to the ideas of imagination beyond 
what either memory or sense can boast. So great is the anomaly 
which sometimes displays itself in human characters, that it is not 
impossible to find persons who are quickly made to cry a,t seejng a 
tragedy, or reading a romancito, which they know to be fictions, and 
yet are both inattentive and unfeeling in respect of the actual objects 
of,compassion who live in their neighbourhood, and are daily under 
their eye. Nevertheless, this is an exception from the rule, more in 
appearance than in reality. The cases are not parallel : there are 
certain circumstances which obtain in the one, and have no place in 
the other ; and to these peculiarities the difierence in the effect is , 
solely imputable. What follows will serve fully to explain my 
meaning. 

Men may be of a selfish, contracted, and even avaricious disposition, 
who are not what we should denominate hard-hearted, or insusceptible 
of sympathetic feeling. Such will gladly enjoy the luxury of pity (as 
Hawkesworth terms it,) when it nowise interferes with their more 
powerful passions ; that is, when it comes unaccompanied with a 
demand upon their pockets. With the 'tragic or the romantic hero 
or heroine, they most cordially sympathize, because the only tribute 
which wretches of their dignity exact from them is sighs and tears. 
And of these their consciences inform them, to their inexpressible 
consolation, that they are no niggards. But the case is totally differ- 
ent with living objects. Barren tears and sighs will not satisfy 
these. Hence it is that people's avarice, a most formidable adver- 
sary to the unhappy, is interested to prevent their being moved by 
such, and to make them avoid, as much as possible, every opportunity 
of knowing or seeing them* But as that cannot always be done, as 
commiseration is attended with benevolence, and as benevolence 
itself, if not gratified, by our giving relief when it is in our power, 
embitters the pleasure which would otherwise result from pity, as the 
refusal is also attended with self-reproach; a person of such a 
temper, strongly, and for the most part efiectually, resists his being 
moved. He puts his ingenuity to the rack, in order to satisfy himself 

* In the parable of the compassiooate Samaritan, Luke x. 30, &c this dis- 
position, to shun the sight of misery, which one is resolved not to redress, is 
finely touched in the conduct of the priest and the Levite, who, when they espied 
a person naked, wounded, and almost expiring on the road, are said to have 
passed by on the other side. Indeed in the account given of the Levite in our 
version, there is something, which to me, has a contradictory appearance. He 
came and looked on Aim, and passed by oh the other side. There is not a vestige of 
this inconsistency in the original, which says simply, eXOav kui iSiov avrtTrajfriXBeVf 
the meaning of which plainly is, travelling that way, and seeing one m this 
wretched plight, he kept on the other side of the road, and passed on." In suoh 
a case, a man who is not quite obdurate would avoid the cutting: reflection, that 
he knows any thing of the matter. And thoug^h he must be conscious that he 
knew a little, and mi^ht have known more if he would, he is glad to gloss his 
inhumanity even to himself, with some pretext of huriy or thoughtlessness, or 
any thin§ that may conceal the naked truth, a truth which he is as averse to 
discover in himself, as he is to see in another the misery which he is determined 
not to relieve. 
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that he ought not to he affected. He is certain, that the person is 
not a proper object of beneficence, he is convinced that his distress 
is more pretended than real ; or, if that cannot be alleged, the man 
hath surely brought it on himself by his vices, therefore he deserves 
to suffer, and is nowise entitled to our pity : or at least he makes not 
a good use of what may charitably, but injudiciously, be bestowed 
upon him. Such are the common shifts by which selfishness eludes 
the calls of humanity, and chooses to reserve all its worthless stock 
of pity for fictitious objects, or for those who, in respect of time or 
place, or eminence, are beyond its reach. 

For these reasons, I am satisfied that compassion alone, especially 
that displayed on occasion of witnessing public spectacles, is at best 
but a very weak evidence of philanthropy. The only proof that is 
entirely unequivocal is actual beneficence, when one seeks out the 
real objects of commiseration, not as a matter of self-indulgence, but 
in order to bring relief to those who need it, to give hope to the des- 
ponding, and comfort to the sorrowful ; for t^ sake of which one 
endures the sight of wretchedness, when, instead of giving pleasure, 
it distresseth every feeling heart. Such, however, enjoy at length 
a luxury far superior to that of pity, the godlike luxury of dispelling 
grief, communicating happiness, and doing good. 
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THK FOUNDATIONS AND B88BNTIAL PROPBRTIK8 OF KLOCUTION. 

CHAPTER I- 
The Nature and Characters of the Use which gives Law to Language. 

ELoauKNCC hath always been considered, and very justly, as 
having a particular connexion with language. It is the intention of 
eloquence to convey our sentiments into the minds of others, in order 
to produce a certain effect upon them* Language is the only vehicle 
by which this conveyance can be made. The art of speaking then 
is not less necessary to the orator than the art of thinkio^. mthout 
the latter, the former could not have existed ; without the former, 
the latter would be ineffective. Every tongue whatever is founded 
in \ise or custom, 

' Whose arbitrary sway 
Words and the forms of language must obey.* Fhancis. 

Language is purely a species^of fashion (for this holds equally of 
every tongue,) in which, by the general but tacit consent of the people 
of a particular state or country, certain sounds come to be appropri- 
ated to certain things, as tiieir signs, and certain ways of inflecting 
and combining those sounds come to be established, as denoting the 
relations which subsist among the things signified. 

It is not the business of grammar, as some critics seem pre- 
posterously to imagine, to give law to the fashions which regulate our 
speech. On the contrary, from its conformity to these, and from 
that alone, it derives all its authority and value. For, what is the 
grammar of any language? It is no other than a collection of 

• Usus 

Gtoem penes arbitrium est et jus et norma loquendi. 

HoR« De Arte Poet 
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general observations methodicallj digested, and comprising all the 
modes previously and independently established, by which the signi- 
fications, derivations, and combinations of words in that language 
are ascertained. It is of no consequence here to what causes origi- 
nally these modes or fashions owe their existence — to imitation, to 
reflection, to affectation, or to caprice ; they no sooner obtain and 
become general, than they are laws of the language, and the gram- 
marian's only business is, to note, collect, and methodbe them. 
Nor does this truth concern only those more comprehensive analogies 
or rules which affect whole classes of words ; such as nouus, verbs, 
and the other parts of speech ; but it concerns every individual word, 
in the inflecting or the combining of which a particular mode bath 
prevailed. Every single anomaly, therefore, though departing from 
the rule assigned to the other words of the same class, and on that 
account called an exception, stands on the same basis, on which the 
rules of the tongue are founded, custom having prescribed for it a 
separate rule.* 

The truth of this position hath never, for aught I can remember, 
been directly controverted by any body ; yet it is certain, that both 
critics and grammarians often argue in such a way as is altogether 
inconsistent with it What, for example, shall we make of that 
complaint of Dr. Swift, that our language, in many instances, 
offends against every part of grammar?"! could the 

Doctor's notion of grammar be, when he expressed himself in this 
manner ? Some notion, possibly, he had of grammar in the abstract, 
an universal archetype by which the particular grammara of all 
different tongues ought to be regulated. If this was his meaning, I 
cannot say whether he is in the right or in the wrong in this accusa- 
tion. I acknowledge myself to be entirely ignorant of this ideal 
grammar ; nor can I form a conjecture where its laws are to be learnt 
One thing, indeed, every smatterer in philosophy will tell us, that 
there can be no natural connexion between the sounds of any 
language, and the things signified, or between the modes of inflection 
and combination, and the relations they are intended to express. 
Perhaps he meant the grammar of some other language ; if so, the 
charge was certainly true, but not to the purpose, since we can say 
with equal truth, of every language, that it offends against the gram* 
mar of every other language whatsoever. If he meant the S^gksh 
grammar, I would ask, whence has that grammar derived its laliw l 
If from general use, (and I cannot conceive another origin,) th^n it 
must be owned, that there is a general use in that language as wisH 
as in others ; and it were absurd to accuse the language which is 
purely what is conformable to general use in speaking and writing, 
as offending against general use. But if he meant to say, that there 
is no fixed, established, or general use in the language* tbatil ia <{nito 

* Thus, in the two verbs cott and shallfihe second person singular of the former 
is callestf agreeably to the general rule ; the second person singular of the latter 
is ihalt, agreeably to a particular rule afiecting that verb. To aay thdlest for 
fhalt^ would be as much a barbarism, though according to the general rulei as to 
say call for callestf which according to no rule. 

t Letter to the Lord High Treasurer, &c. 
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Mrregular, he hath been very unlucky in hie maoner oC expressing 
himself. Nothipg is more evident^ ihan thai where there is no law, 
there is no transgression. In that case, he ought to have said, that 
it is not susceptible of grammar ; which, by the way, would not have 
been true of Englishy or indeed of any the most uncultivated lauguajge 
on the earth. 

It is easy then to .assign the reason, why the justness of ihe com« 
plaint, as Doctor .l^owth observes,?^ has never, yet been questioned ; 
it is purely, because, not being understood, it hath never been minded. 
But if, according to this ingenious gentleman, the words, our Ian- 
guage, have, by anew kind of trope, .been used, to denote those who 
speak and write English, and no more hath been intended than to 
signify, that our best speakers, and most approved authors, frequently 
ofiend against the rules of grammar, that is, against the general use 
of the language ; I shall not here enter on « discussion of the ques* 
tion. Only let u& rest in these as fixed principles, that use, or the 
custom of speaking, is Ae sole mginal standard of conversation, as 
far as regards the expression, and the custom of writing is the sole 
standard of style ; that the latter compfehends the former, and some- 
thing more ; . that to the tribunal of use, as to the supreme authority, 
and, consequently,, in every grammatical controversy, the last resort, 
wo are entitled to appeal from the laws and the decisions of gramma* 
rians ; and that this order of subordination ought never on any ac- 
count, to be reversed.^, 

But if use be here a matter of such consequence, it will be neces- 
sary, before advancing any further, to ascertain precisely what it is. 
We shall otherwise be in danger, though we agree about the name, 
of differing widely in the notion that we assign to it 



SECTION I. 

REPUTABLE USE. 

In what extent then must the word be understood ? It is some- 
times called general use ; yet it is not manifest that the generality of 
people speak and write very badly 1 Nay, is not this a truth that will 
be even generally acknowledged^ It will be so ; and this very ac- 
knowledgment shows that many terms and idioms may be common, 
which, nevertheless, have not the general sanction, no, nor even the 
sufirage of those that use them. The use here spoken of implies not 
only cttrrency, but vogue. It is properly, reputable custom. 

This leads to a dii&nctk>n between good use and bad use in lan- 

* Preface to his Introduction to English Ghrammar. 

t Non rationo nititur analogia, sea ezemplo : neo lex est loqueadi, ted ob- 
■ervatio : ut ipsam analog^am nulla res alia fecerit, quant iconsuetudo. Quint. 
Inst. L. i. c 6. 
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giMige« the fonner of which will be found to huve the approbatkm of 
Siose who haye not themselves attained it. The far greater part of 
mankind, perhaps ninety-nine of a hundred, are, bj reason of poverty 
and other circumstances, deprived of the advantages of education, 
and condemned to toil for bread, almost incessantly, in some narrow 
occupation. They have neither the leisure nor the means of attain- 
ing any knowledge, except what lies within the contracted circle of 
their several professions. As the ideas which occupy their minds are 
few, the portion of the language known to them must be very scanty. 
It is impossible that our knowledge of words should outstrip our 
knowledge of things. It may, and often doth, come short of it. 
Words may be remembered as sounds, but cannot be understood as 
signs, whilst we remain unacquainted with the things signified. 

Hence it will happen, that in the lower walks of life, from the in- 
tercourse which all ranks occasionally have with one another, the 
people will frequently have occasion to hear words of which they 
never had occasion to learn the meaning. These they will pick up 
and remember, produce and misapply. But there is rarely any uni- 
formity in such blunders, or any thing determinate in the senses they 
give to words which are not within their sphere. Nay, they are not 
themselves altogether unconscious of this defect It often ariseth 
from an admiration of the manner of their superiors, and from an ill- 
judged imitation of their way of speaking, that the greatest errors of 
the illiterate, in respect of conversation, proceed. And were they 
sensible how widely different their use and application of such words 
is, from that of those whom they affect to imitate, they would re- 
nounce their own immediately. 

But it may be said, and said with truth, that in such subjects as are 
within their reach, many words and idioms prevail among the popu- 
lace, which, notwithstanding a use pretty uniform and extensive, are 
considered as corrupt, and like counterfeit money, though common, 
not valued. This is the case particularly with those terms and 
phrases which critics have denominated vulgarisms. Their use is 
not reputable. On the contrary, we always associate with it such 
notions of meanness, as suit those orders of men amongst whom 
chiefly the use is found. Hence it is, that many who have contracted 
a habit of employing such idioms, do not approve them ; and though, 
through negligence, they frequently fall into them in conversation, 
they carefully avoid them in writing, or even in a solemn speech on 
any important occasion. Their currency, therefore, is without au-. 
thority and weight. The tattle of children hath « currency, but 
however universal their manner of corrupting words may be among 
themselves, it can never establish what is accounted use in language. 
Now, what children are to men, that precisely the ignorant are to the 
knowing. 

From the practice of those who are conversant in any art, elegant 
or mechanical, we always take the sense of the terms and phrases 
belonging to that art ; in like manner, from the practice of those who 
have had a liberal education, and are therefore presumed to be best 
acquainted with men and things, we judge of the general use in lan- 
guage. If in this particular there be any deference to the practice 



CHAP. I.] 



OF RHSTORIC. 



145 



of the great and rkh, it is not ultimately because they are greater and 
richer than others, but because, from their greatness and riches, tbejr 
are imagined to be wiser and raope knowing. The source, there* 
fore, of that preference which distingubheth good use from bad in 
language, is a natural propension of the human mind to believe, that 
those are the best judges of the proper signs, and of the proper appli- 
cation of them, who.understand best the &ngs which they represent. 

But who are they that in the public estimation are possettsed of . 
this character t This question is of the greatest moment for ascer- 
taining that use which is entitled to the epithets reputable and good. 
Yaugelas makes them in France to be the soundest part of the 
court, and the soundest part of the authors of the age.''* With ua 
Britons, the first part at least of this description will not answer. In 
France, which is a pure monarchy, as the dependence of the inferioi 
orders is much greater, their submission tp their superiors, and the 
humble respect which in every instance they show them, seem, in 
our way of judging, to border even upon adoration. With us, on the 
contrary, who in our spirit, as well as in the constitution of our go- 
vernment, have more of the republican than of the monarchial, there 
is no remarkable partiality in ^Sivour of courtiers. At least thek be- 
ing such rarely enhanceth our opinion, either of their abilities or of 
their virtues. 

I would not by this be understood to signify, that the primary prin- 
ciple which gives rise to the distinction between good use and bad 
in language, is different in different countries. . It is not originally, 
even in France, a deference to power, but to wisdom. Only it must 
be remarked, that the tendency of the imagination is to accumulate 
all great qualities into the same character. Wherever we find one 
or two of these, we naturally presume the rest. This i» particularly 
true of those qualities, which, by their immediate consequenees* 
strongly afiect the external senses. We are in a manner dazsled by 
them. Hence it happens^ that it is difficult even for a man of dis- 
cernment, till he be better instructed by experience, to restrain a 
veneration for the judgement of a person of uncommon splendour and 
magnificence ; as if one who is more powerful and opident than his 
neighbours were of necessity wiser too. Now this original bias of 
the mind some political constitutions serve to strengthen, others to 
correct. 

But without resting the matter entirely on the difference in respect 
of government between France and Britain, the British court is com- 
monly too fluctuating an object. Use in language requires firmer 
ground to stand upon. No doubt, the conversation of men of rank 
and eminence, whether of the court or not, will have its influence. 
And in what concerns merely the pronunciation, it is the only rule to 
which we can refer the matter in every doubtful case ; but in what 
concerns the words themselves, their construction and application, it 
is of importance to have some certain, steady, and weli-known stand- 

***Voicy comme on definit le bon usage. C'est la fayon de parler de la 
phu same partie de la cour, conform6ment k la fa^on d'ecrire de la pine saine 
partie dei aateurs 4a terns." Preface aiu Remarqaes sur la Languo Fran^oiae. 

19 
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•rd to leeor to, a standard wiuch ererj cue faatb acceaa to canvan 

and exaimiie. And this caa be no other tfaan aadiors of repatatioii. 
Accord iQ2)f we find that these are, bj oniTersal cooseot, in actual 
posiesstoD of this anthoritj : as to this tribonal, when anj doobC 
arises, the appeal is always made. 

I choose to oame theoi anthors of lepatadon, rather than good an- 
tbors, for two reasons : first, hecaose it is more strictlj conformable 
to the troth of the case. It is sdeir the esteem of the public, and 
not their iotnn?ic merit, f thoogfa these two go gem^allj together,) 
which raises them to this distinction, and stampsa Yaloe en their lan- 
guage. Secondly, this character is more delioitiTe than the other, 
and therefore more extensirelj intdligible. Between two or more 
authors, different readers will difier exceedinglj, as to the preference 
in point of merit, who agree perfectly as to the respectire places thej 
hold in the favour of the public. You maj find persons (rf'a taste so 
particular, as to prefer Pamell to Milton ; but jou will hardly find 
a person that will dispute the superiority of the latter in the article of 
fame. For this reason, I affirm, that Taugelas' definition labours 
under an essential defect ; inasmuch as it may be difficult to meet 
with two persons whose judgements intirely coincide in determining 
who are the sounder part of the court, or of authors of the age* 
I need scarcely add that, when I speak of reputation, I mean not only 
in regard to knowledge, but in regard to the talent of communicating 
knowledge. I could name writers, who, in respect to the first, have 
been justly valued by the public, but who, on account of a supposed 
deficiency in respect of the second, are considered as of no aiUhori^ 
in language. 

Nor is there the least groood to fear, that we should be cramped 
here within too narrow limits. In the English tongue there is aplen* 
tifol supply of noted writings in all the various kinds of composition, 
in prose and verse, serious and ludicrous, grave and familiar. Agree- 
ably then to this first qualification of the term, we must understand 
to be comprehended under general use, Ufhaiefoer modts of speech 
are authorized as good by the writings of a great numhert tf not the 
majority, of celebrated authors. 



SECTION II. 

NATIONAL USE. 

Another qualification of the term use which deserves our atten- 
tion is, that it must be national. This I consider in a twofold view, 
as it stands opposed both to provincial and foreign. 

In every province there are peculiarities of dialect, which affect 
not only the pronunciation and the accent, but even the inilectioQ 
and the combination of words, whereby their idiom is distinguished 
both from that of the nation, and from that of every other province. 
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The narrowness of 6ie circle to which the currency of the words and 
phrases of such dialects is confined, sufficiently discriminates them 
from that which is properly styled the language, and which commands 
a circulation incomparably wider. This is one reason, I imagine, 
why the term on this subject, is commonly accompanied with the 
epithet general. In the use of provincial idioms, there is, it must be 
acknowledged, a pretty considerable concurrence both of the middle 
and of the lower ranks. But still this use is bounded by the province, 
county, or district, which gives name to the dialect, and beyond 
which its peculiarities are sometimes unintelligible, and always ridi- 
culous. But the language, properly so called, is found current, es^ 
pecially in the upper and the middle ranks, over the whole British 
empire. Thus, though in every province they ridicule the idiom of 
every other province, they all vail to the English idiom, and scruple 
not to acknowledge its superiority over their own. 

For example, in some parts of Wales, (if we may credit Shak- 
speare,*) the common people say gooi for good ; in the south of 
Scotland they say gude^ and in the north, guetd. Wherever one of 
these pronunciations prevails, you will never hear from a native either 
of the other two ; but the word good is to be heard every where from 
natives as well as strangers ; nor do the people ever dream that there 
is any thing laughable in it, however much they are disposed to laugh 
at the county accents and idioms which they discern in one another. 
Nay, more, though the people of distant provinces do not understand 
one another, they mostly all understand one who speaks properly. 
It is a just and curious observation of Dr. Kenrick, that the case 
of languages, or rather speech, being quite contrary to that of science, 
in the former the ignorant understand the learned, better than the 
learned do the ignorant ; in the latter it is otherwise."*}* 

Hence it will perhaps be found true, upon inquiry, notwithstand- 
ing its paradoxical appearance, that though it be very uncommon to 
speak or write pure English, yet, of all the idioms subsisting amongst 
us, that to which we give the character of purity is the commonest. 
The faulty idioms do not jar more with true English than they do 
with one another ; so that, in order to our being satisfied of the truth 
of the apparent paradox, it is requisite only that we remember that 
these idioms are diverse one from another, though they come un- 
der the common denomination of impure. Those who wander 
from the road may be incomparably more than those who travel in 
it ; and yet, if it be into a thousand different by-paths that they de- 
viate, there may not in any one of these be found so many as those 
whom you will meet upon the king's highway. 

What hath been now said of provincial dialects may, with very 
little variation, be applied to professional dialects, or the cant which 
is sometimes observed to prevail among those of the same profession 
or way of life. The currency of the latter cannot be so exactly cir- 
cumscribed as that of the former, whose distinction is purely local ; 
but their use is not on that account either more extensive or more 
reputable. Let the following serve as instances of this kind. Ad- 



* Fluellen in Henry V. 



t Rhet, Gram. chap. ii. sect. 4. 
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mce, in the commercial idiom, means information or intelligence ; 
turvou8f in open defiance of analogy, doth in the medical cant, as 
Johnson expresseth it, denote having weak nerves ; and the word 
turtle^ though pre-occupied time immemorial by a species of dove, is, 
as we learn from the same authority, employed by sailors and glut- 
tons to signify a tortoise.* 

It was remarked, that national might also be opposed to foreign. 
I imagine it is too evident to need illustration, that the introduction 
of extraneous wQxds and idioms, from other languages and foreign 
nations, cannot be a smaller transgression against the established 
custom of the English tongue, than the introduction of words and 
idioms peculiar to some precincts of England, or at least somewhere 
current within the British pale. The only material difference be- 
tween them is, that the one is more commonly the error of the learn- 
ed, the other of the vulgar. But if, in this view, the former is enti- 
tled to greater indulgence, from the respect paid to learning ; in an- 
other view it is entitled to less, as it is much more commonly the re- 
sult of affectation. Thus two essential qualities of usage, in re- 
gard to language, have been settled, that it be both reputable and na- 
tional. 



SECTION III. 

PRESENT USE. 

But there will naturally arise here another questiont Is not use, 
even good and national use, in the same country, different in differ- 
ent periods 1 And if so, to the usage of what period shall we attach 
ourselves, as the proper rule 1 If you say the preBent^ as it may rea- 
sonably be expected that you will, the difficulty is not entirely re- 
moved. In what extent of signification must we understand the 
word present ? How far may we safely range in quest of authorities ? 
or, at what distance backwards from this moment are authors still to 
be accounted as possessing a legislative voice in language!" To 
this, I own, it is difficult to give an answer with all the precision 
that might be desired. Yet it is certain that, when we are in search 
of precedents for any word or idiom, there are certain mounds which 
we cannot overleap with safety. For instance, the authority of 
Hooker or of Raleigh, however great their merit and their fame be, 
will not now be admitted in support of a term or expression, not to 
be found in any good writer of a later date. 

In truth, the boundary must not be fixed at the same distance in 
every subject. Poetry hath ever been allowed a wider range than 
prose ; and it is but just, that, by an indulgence of this kind, some 
compensation should be made for the peculiar restraints she is laid 

* See those words in the English Dictionary. 
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under by the measure. Nor is this only a matter of conYenience to 
the poet, it is also a matter of gratification to the reader. Diversity 
in the style relieves the ear, and prevents its being tired with the too 
frequent recurrence of the rhymes, or sameness of the metre. But 
still there are limits to this diversity. The. authority of Milton and 
of Waller, on this article, remains as yet unquestioned. I should 
not think it prudent often to introduce words or phrases, of which no 
example could be produced since the days of Spienser and pf Shak- 
speare. 

And even in prose, the bounds are not the same for every kind of^ 
composition. In matters of science, for instance, whose terms, 
from the nature of the thing, are not capable of such a currency as 
those which belong to ordinary subjects, and are within the reach of 
ordinary readers, there is no necessity of confining an author within 
a very narrow circle. But in composing pieces which come under 
this last denomination, as history, romance, travels, moral essays, 
familiar letters, and the like, it is safest for an author to consider 
those words and idioms as obsolete, which have been disused by all 
good authors, for a longer period than the age of man extends to. 
It is not by ancient, but by present use, that our style must be regu- 
lated. And that use can never be denominated present, which hath 
been laid aside time immemorial, or, which amounts to the same 
thing, falls not within the knowledge or remembrance of any now 
living.* 

This remark not only affects terms and phrases, but also the de- 
clension, combination, and construction of words. Is it not then 
surprising to find, that one of Lowth's penetration should think a 
single person entitled to revive a form of inflection in a particular 
word, which had been rejected by all good writers, of every denoini- 
nation, for more than a hundred and fifty years t"! But if present use 
is to be renounced for ancient, it will be necessary to determine at 
what precise period antiquity is to be regarded as a rule. One in- 
clines to remove the standard to the distance of a century and a half ; 
another may, with as good reason, fix it three centuries backwards, 
and another six. And if the language of any of these periods is to 
be judged by the use of any other, it will be found, no doubt, entirely 
barbarous. To me it is so evident, either that the present use must 
be the standard of the present language, or that the language admits 
no standard whatsoever, that I cannot conceive a clearer or more 
indisputable principle, from which to bring an argument to support it. 

' * Nam fuerit pene ridicuhim malle sermbnem qUo locuti sunt homines^ quam 
qao loquantur. CIuint. Inst. L i. c. 6. 

f Intrad. &c. In a note on the irregular verb sU, he say?, *'Dr. Middleton 
bath, with great propriety, restored the true participle sitUn,** Would he 
not have acted with as great propriety, had he restored the true participles 
pight for pUekedf raught for reaehedy blent for blended, and shrigkt for shrieked^ 
on full as good authority, the authority of Spenser, one of the sweetest of our 
ancient bards ? And why mi^ht not Dr. Lowth himself have, with great pro- 
priety, restored the true participles, Aitten, casten, Utten, jnUten, setten, shutten, 
iHtten, splUten, founden, grounden, of the verbs, hUj ca9t, let, jtmf, Mty ikut, slit, 
split, jind, grind : for it would not be impossible to produce antiquated authors in 
support of all these. Besides, they are all used to this day in soine provincial 
dialects. 
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Tet it is certain, that even some of our best critics and gramma- 
rians, talk occasionally, as if they had a notion of some other stand- 
ard, though they never give us a single hint to direct us where to 
search for it. Doctor Johnson, for example, in the preface to his 
very valuable Dictionary, acknowledges properly the absolute do- 
minion of custom over language, and yet, in the explanation of parti- 
cular words; expresseth himself sometimes in a manner that is incon- 
sistent with this doctrine, ^* This word," says he in one place, though 
common, and used by the best writers, is perhaps barbarous."^ I 
have always understood a barbarism in speech to be a term or ex- 
pression totally unsupported by the present usage of good writers in 
the language. A meaning very different is suggested here, but what 
that meaning is, it will not be easy to conjecture. Nor has thiscele- 
brated writer given us, on the word barbarous, any definition of the 
term which will throw light on his application of it in the passage 
quoted. I entirely agree with Dr. Priestley, that it will never be the 
arbitrary rules of any man, dr body of men, whatever, that will ascer- 
tain the language,! there being no other dictator here but use. 

It is indeed easier to discover the aim of our critics in their obser- 
vations on this subject, than the meaning of the terms vy^hich they 
employ. These are often employed without precision ; their aim, 
however, is generally good. It is as much as possible, to give a 
check to innovation. But the means which they use for this purpose 
have sometimes even a contrary tendency. If you will replace what 
hath been long since expunged from the language, and extirpate What 
is firmly rooted, undoubtedly you yourself become an innovator. If 
you desert the present use, and by your example at least, establish it 
as a maxim, that every critic may revive at pleasure old-fashioned 
terms, iufiections, and combinations, and make such alterations on 
words as will bring them nearer to what he supposeth to be the ety- 
mon, there can be nothing fixed or stable on the subject. Possibly 
you prefer the usage that prevailed in the reign of queen Elizabeth ; 
another may, with as good reason, have a partiality for that which 
subsisted in the days of Chaucer. And with regard to etymology, 
about which grammarians make so much useless bustle, if every one 
hath a privilege of altering words, according to his own opinion of 
their origin, the opinions of the learned being on this subject so va- 
rious, nothing but a general chaos can ensue. 

On the other hand, it may be said, " Are we to catch at every new 
fashioned term and phrase which whim or affectation may invent, 
and folly circulate ? Can this ever tend to give either dignity to our 
style, or permanency to our language ?" It cannot, surely. This 
leads to a further explanation and limitation of the term present use^ 
to prevent our being misled by a mere name. It is possible, nay, it 
is common, for men, in avoiding one error, to run into another and a 
worse. J There is a mean in every thing. I have purposely avoided 

* See the word Jfowadays. 

t Preface to his Rudiments of English Grammar. 
+ In viiium ducit culpas fuga, si caret arte. 
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the expressions recent use and modem tMe, as those seem to stand in 
direct opposition to what is ancient. But I used the word present^ 
which, in respect of place, is always opposed to absent^ and in respect 
of time, to past or future^ that now have no existence. When, there- 
fore, i\ e word is used of language, its proper contrary is not ancient 
but obsolete. Besides, though I have acknowledged language to be 
a species of mode or fashion, as doubtless it is, yet, being much more 
permanent than articles of apparel, furniture, and the like, that, in re- 
gard to their form, are under the dominion of that inconstant power, I 
have avoided also using the words fashionable and modish, which but 
too generally convey the ideas of novelty and levity. Words, there- 
fore, are by no means to be accounted the worse for being old, if 
they are not obsolete ; neither is any word the better for being new. 
On the contrary, some time is absolutely necessary to constitute that 
custom or use, on which the establishment of words depends. 

If we recurto the standard already assigned, namdy, the writings of 
a plurality of celebrated authors ; there will be no scope for the com- 
prehension of words and idioms which can be denominated novel and 
upstart. It must be owned, that we oAen meet with such terms and 
phrases, in newspapers, periodical pieces, and political pamphlets. 
The writers to the times rarely fail to have their performances stud- 
ded with a competent number of these fantastic ornaments. A popu- 
lar orator in the House of Commons hath a sort of patent from the 
public, during the continuance of his popularity, for coining as many 
as he pleases. And they are no sooner issued, than they obtrude 
themselves upon us from every quarter, in all the daily papers, let- 
ters, essays, addresses, &c. But this is of no significancy. Such 
words and phrases are but the insects of a season at the most. The 
people, always fickle, are just as prompt to drop them, as they were 
to take them up. And not one of a hundred survives the particular 
occasion or party-struggle which gave it birth. We may justly ap- 
ply to them what Johnson says of a great number of the terms of the- 
laborious and mercantile part of the people, This fugitive cant can- 
not be regarded as any part of the durable materials of a language, 
and therefore must be suffered to perish, with other things unworthy 
of preservation."* 

As use, therefore, implies duration, and as even a few years are 
not sufficient for ascertaining the characters of authors, I have, for 
the most part, in the following sheets, taken my prose examples, 
neither from living authors, nor from those who wrote before the Re- 
volution ; not from the first, because an author's fame is not so firmly 
established in his lifetime ; nor from the last, that there may be no 
suspicion that the style is superannuated. The vulgar translation of 
the Bible I must indeed except from this restriction. The continu- 
ance and universality of its use throughout the British dominions af- 
fords an obvious reason for the exception. 

Thus I have attempted to explain what that use is, which is the 
sole mistress of language, and to ascertain the precise import and 
extent of these her essential attributes, reputable^ national^ and |7re«- 



" Preface to his Dictionary. 
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tetil, and to giTe the directions proper to be obflerred in searching for 
the laws of this empress. In truth, grammar-and critictsni are but 
her ministers ; and though, like other ministers, thej would some- 
times impose the dictates of their own humour upon the people, as 
the commands of their sovereign, they are not so often successful in 
such attempts, as to encourage the frequent repetition of them. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THB KATURK AND USB OF VERBAL CRITICISM, WITH ITS FBINGIPAL 

The first thing in elocution that claims our attention is purity ; all 
its other qualities have their foundation in this. The great standard 
of purity is use, whose essential properties, as regarding language, 
have been considered and explained in the preceding chapter. But 
before I proceed to illustrate and specify the various offences against 
purity, or the different ways in which it may be violated, it will be 
proper to inquire so much further into the nature of the subject, as 
will enable us to fix on some general rules or canons, by which, in 
all our particular decisions,. we ought to be directed. This I have 
judged the more necessary, as many of the verbal criticisms which 
have been made on English authors, since the beginning of the pre- 
sent century, (for in this island we had little or nothing of the kind 
before,) seem to have proceeded either from no settled principles at 
all, or from such as will not bear a near examination. There is this 
further advantage in beginning with establishing certain canons, that 
if they shall be found reasonable, they will tend to make what re- 
mains of our road both shorter and clearer, than it would otherwise 
have been. Much in the way of illustration and eviction may be 
saved, on the particular remarks. And if, on the contrary, they 
should not be reasonable, and consequently the remarks raised on 
them should not be well founded; no way, that I can think of, bids 
fairer for detecting the fallacy, and preventing every reader from be- 
ing misled. A fluent and specious, but superficial manner of criti- 
cising, is very apt to take at first, even with readers whom a delibe- 
rate examination into the principles on which the whole is built would 
quickly undeceive. 

But," it may be said, ^ if custom, which is so capricious and un- 
siccpMi^table, is eVeiy thing in language, of what sigmficanoe is either 
the grammarian or the critic Of considerable significance notp 
withstanding; and of most thien when they confine themselves to 
.^ir legal departments, and do not usurp an authority that doth hot 
belong to them. . The man who, in a country like ours, should com;- 
pile a snQciact, pevsf^iciiousi and faithful digest of the kws, thoogli 
no lawgiver^ would he universally acknowledged to be a public beae^ 
factor. How easy would that important branch of knowledge bo 
rendered by such a work, in comparison of what it must be, when we 
have nothing to have recourse to biit a labyrinth of statutes, reports, 
mud opinions. That man also would be of considerable use, though 
tiot in die isame degree, who li^ould vigilantly attend to every illegal 
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practice that were beginniog to prevail, and evince its danger, by ex- 
posing its contrariety to law. Of similar benefit, though in a differ- 
ent sphere, are grammar and criticism. In language, the gramma- 
rian is properly the compiler of the digest ; and the verbal critic, the 
man who seasonably notifies the abuses that are creeping in. Both 
tend to facilitate the study of the tongue to strangers, and to render 
natives more perfect in the knowledge of it, to advance general use 
into universal, and to give a greater stability at least, if not a perma- 
nency, to custom, the most mutable thing in nature. These are ad- 
vantages which, with a moderate share of aftcntion, may be disco- 
vered from what hath been already said on the subject : but they are 
not the only advantages. From what I shall have occasion to ob- 
serve afterwards, it will probably appeartthatthesaartSi by assisting 
to suppress every unlicensed term, and to stigcqatize every improper 
idi(>m, tend to give greater precision, and consequently more perspi- 
cuity and beauty to our style. 

The observations made in the preceding chapter might easily be 
converted into so many canons of criticism, by whiph, whatever is 
repugnant to reputable, to national, or to present uf>e« in the sense 
wherein these epithets have been explained, would be condenaned as 
a transgression of the radical laws of the language. . 3ut on this siibr 
ject of use, there arise two eminent questions, the determination of 
which may lead to the establishment of other canops not less impor- 
tant. The first question is this, is reputable, national, and present 
use* which, for brevity's sake, I shall hereafter sin>p]y denominate 
good use, always uniform in her decisions The second is, as no 
term, idiom, or application, that is totally unsupported by her, can be 
admitted to be good, is every term, idiom, and application tbaJt is 
countenanced by her, to be esteemed good, and therefore worthy to 
be retained 



SECTION h \ 

GOOD USE NOT ALWAYS UNIFORM IN HER DBCrtlONS. 

In answer to the former of these questions, I aoknowledge, that in 
every case there is not a perfect uniformity in the delenninations, even 
af such use as may justly be denominated good. Wherever a con- 
siderable number of authorities can be produced in support of two dif^ 
ferent, ^ugh resembling modes of expression for the same thing, 
there is always a divided use, and one cannot be said to epesdk 
barbarously, or to oppose the usage of the language, \vh» eotifbrms 
to either side.* This divided use hath place spmefhi^es in smgle 

* The words nowise^ noways and nwo^t, afifotd a proper inefance of this di- 
vided use. Yet our learned and ingenious lexicographer hath denonrinated 
all those who either write or pronounce the word nctoayt^ ignorant bar^risMu 
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words, soraetimea in construction, and sometimes in arrangement 
In all such cases there is scope for choice ; and it belongs, without 
question, to the critical art, to lay down the principles, by which, in 
doabt£ul cases, wr choice should be directed. 

There are* indeed, some di&rences in sin^ words, which 
stiU to be retained* They are a kind of synonymas, and afibrd a 
tie variety, without occasioning any inconvenience whatever.* In 
ariBi^ement, too* it certainly holds, that varieus manners suit varioua 
8tykes» as vaiioua styles suit vanous subjects, and various sorts 4ii 
coinposition. For this reason, unless when some obscurity, ambi^ 
guity, or inelegance is created, no disposition of words which hath 
obtaimrd the public approbation ought to be altogether rejected. In 
construction the case is somewhat different. Purity, perspicuity, and 
elegance generally roquire, that in this there be the strictest uniformity* 
Yet differences here are not only allowable, < but even convenient, 
when attended with correspondent differences in the application. 
Thus the vorb io founds when used literally, is more properly follow- 
ed byjhe preposition , on, as, The house was founded on a rock 
in the metaphorical application, il is ofl/en better widi t», as in this sen* 
tence, They maitttaincd, thai dominion is fommUd in grace." Both 
sentences would be badly expressed, if these f repositions were trans* 
posed, though there ard perhaps cases wherein ^ther would be good. 
In those instances, therefore, of divided use, which give scope for 
option, the following canons are: humbly proposed, in order to assist 
us in assigning the preference. Let it, in the mean time, be remem- 
bered, as a point always presupposed, that the authorities on the op- 
posite sides are equal, or nearly so. When those on one side greatly 
preponderate, it is in vain to oppose the prevailing usage. Custom^ 
when wavering, may be swayed, bu4 when reluctant will not bo 
forced. And in this depaitmont a person never e&ets so little, as 
when he atteipp^s too much»t 

These ignorant barbftrians, (but he hath sorely not adyerted to this circum- 
stance,) ore only Pope^ and Swift, and Addison, and Locke, and several others 
of our most celebrated writers. This censure is the more astonishiog, that 
even in this form which he has thousht fit to repudiate, the meaning assigned 
to it is strictly conformable to that which etymology, according to his own ex- 
plication, womd suggest. See Johnson's Dictionary on the words nowiae and 
, porticolaiiy the senses of way, marked with these numbers, 15, 16, 18, 
19. 

* Such are subterranean and suhterraaeous, honoeeneal and honiogenemis, 
authentic and authentical, isle and Islandj mount and mountain, clime and cli- 
mate, near and nigh, betwixt and between, amongst and among, amidst and 
anad. Nor do I see any hart that would ensue from adding n(noi$e and ncway 
to the number. 

f For this reason it is to no purpose with Johnson to pronounce the word 
newt a plural, (whatever it might have been in the days of Sydney aud Ra- 
leigh,) since custom hath evidently determined otherwise. Nor is the observa- 
tion on the letter [s] in his Dictionary well founded, that " it seems to be esta- 
blished as a rule, that no noun singular should end With [«] sinsle the wofds 
alnUf amends, summen*, aouu gtmi*^ speties, gminu^ cfcortitf, and several others, 
show the contrary. For the same reason the words «eer«e and oeerHon, are mora 
properly construed with to than with jfrom. The exampies in favour of the latter 
preposition, are beyond comparison outnumbered by taose in favour of the for- 
mer. The argument from etyBaolojgy is here of ^p value, .being Hakea from the 
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The first canon, then, shall be, When use is divided as to any 
particular word or phrase, and the expression used by one part hath 
been preoccupied, or is in anj instance susceptible of a different 
signification, and the expression employed by the other part never 
admits a different sense, both perspicuity and variety require that 
ibe form of expression which is in every instance strictly univocal be 
preferred. 

For this reason aughtt signifying any thing, is preferable to cughif 
which is one of our defective verbs : by conseguence, meaning con- 
sequently, is preferable to of consequence : as this expression is often 
employed to denote momentous or important In the preposition to- 
ward and towards, and the adverbs forward and forwards^ bfukward 
and backwards^ the two forms are used indiscriminately. But as the 
first form iu all these is also an adjective, it is better to confine the 
particles to the second. Custom, too, seems at present to lean this 
way. Besides and beside serve both as conjunctions and as prepo^ 
sitions.* There appears some tendency at present to assign to each 
a separate province. This tendency ought to be humour^ by era- 
ploying only the former as the conjunction, the latter as the preposi- 
tion. 

This principle likewise leads me to prefer eriemporary as an ad- 
jective to extempore^ which is probably an adverb, and ought, for the 
sake of precision, to be restrained to that use. It is only of late that 
this last term begins to be employed adjectively. Thus we say, 
with equal propriety, an extemporary prayer^ an extemporary sermon^ 
and, he prays extempore, he preaches extempore, I know not how 
Dr. Priestley hath happened to mention the term extemporary^ in a 
way which would make one think he considered it as a word pecu- 
liar to Mr. Hume. The word hath evidently been in good use 
for a longer time than one thinks of searching back in quest of au- 
thorities, and remains in good use to this day. By the same rule we 
ought to prefer scarcely, as an adverb, to scarce, which is an adjec- 
tive ; and exceedingly, as an adverb, to exceeding, which is a parti- 
ciple. For the same reason also, I am inclined to prefer that use, 
which makes ye invariably the nominative plural of the personal pro- 
noun thou, and you the accusative, when applied to an actual plu- 
rality. When used for the singular number, custom hath determin- 
ed that it shall be you in both cases. This renders the distinction 
rather more important, as for the most part it would show directly 
whether one or more were addressed ; a point in which we are often 
liable to mistake in all modem languages. From the like principle, 
in those verbs which have for the participle passive both the preterit 

U80 of another language. If by the same rule we were to regulate all nouns 
and verbs of Latin original, our present syntax would be overturned. It is more 
conformable to English analogy with to ; the words ditlike and heSred, nearly 
synonymous, are thus construed. 

* These nearly correspond tO the conjunctioD prateria^ and the prepofiiimi 
prmter, lo Latin. 
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form and one peculiar, the peculiar form ought to have the preference. 
Thus, I have gotten^ I have hidden^ I have apok^n^ are better than L 
have gotj I have hid^ I have apoke,* From the same principle I 
thmk ate is preferable in the preterit tense, and eaten in the participle, 
to eo/, which is the constant form of the present, though sometimes 
also used for both the others. 

But though, in this judgement concerning the participles, I agree 
entirely with all our approved modem grammarians, I can by no 
means concur with some of them in their manner of supporting it. 

We should be immediately shocked," says one of the best of 
them,t ^^aifhave knew^ I have saw, I have fi-ooe, &c., but our ears 
are grown familiar with I have toroie^ I have arank^ I hone bore^ &c., 
which are altogether as barbarous." Nothing can be more incon- 
sistent, in my opinion, with the very first principles of grammar, 
than what is here advanced. This ingenious gentleman surely will 
not pretend^ that there is a barbarism in every word which serves for 
preterit and participle both, else the far greater parts of the preterits 
and participles of our tongue are barbarous. If not, what renders 
many of them, ?uch as laved, hated, sent, brmight, good English 
when employed either way ? I know no answer that can be given, 
but custom ; that is, in other words, our ears are familiarized to thera 
by frequent use. And what was ever meant by a barbarism in 
speech, but that which shocks us by violating the constant usage in 
speaking or in writing? If so, to be equally barbarous, and to be 
equally shocking, are synonymous ; whereas, to be barbarous, and 
to be in familiar use, are a contradiction in terms. Yet in this man- 
ner does our author often express himself. *^ No authority," says 
he in another place, " is sufficient to justify so manifest a solecism." 
No man needed less to be informed, that authority is every thing 
in language, and that it is the want of it afone that constitutes both 
the barbarism and the solecism. 



CANON THE SECOND. 

The second canon is, In doubtful cases regard ought to be had in 
our decisions to the analogy of the language. 

For this reason I prefer contemporary to cotemporary. The gene- 
ral use in words compounded with the inseparable proposition con is, 
to retain the [n] before a consonant, and to expunge it before a vowel 
or an [h] mute. Thus we say condiaciple, conjuncture, concomitant ; 
but co-equal, co-etemal, co-incide, co-heir. I know but one excep- 
tion, which is co-partner. But in dubious cases we ought to follow 
the rule, and not the exception. If by the former canon the adverbs 
backwards and forwards, are preferable to backward and forward ; 
by this canon, from the principle of analogy, afterwards and Aome- 

« Yet I should prefer "I have held, hdped, mdted,'* to " I have holden, hot- 
pen, molten,'^ these last participles being now obsolete. Bolden is indeed still 
4ised when we speak formally of courts or public meetings. 

t Lowth's Introduction to English Qrammar. 
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wards should be preferred to afterward and komeward. Of die two 
adverbs thereabout aad ihereab<mtst coii^»ouflded of the participle thnre 
and the preposUioot the former alone is amlogicaly there being bo 
8Qoh word in the language as abamie. The aaise holds ofhereabmU 
and whereabouU In the verbs to dare and to need^ many say, in the 
third person present singular, dare and need, as, ^ he need not go ; he 
dare not do it." Others say, dares and needs. As the- first usage is 
exceedingly irregular, hardly any thing less than unifomi practice 
could authorize it. This rule supplies us with another reason for 
preferring scarcely and exceedingly f as adverbs, to scmrce and exceed- 
ing. The phrases Would to God, and fVotdd God^ can both plead 
the authority of custom ; but the latter is strictly analogical, die 
former is not. It is an established idiom in the English tongue, that 
any of the auxiliaries mighty could^ wouldf skotdd^ £d^ and had^ with 
the nominative subjoined, should express sometimes a 8uppesition» 
sometimes a wish : which of the two it expresses, in any instance, is 
easily discovered from the context Thus the expression, ^ Would 
he but ask it of me," denotes either If he wotdd^ or I wish that he 
woald but ask it of me." Would God^ then, is properly, I wish that 
God woM^ or O ih€U God would. The other expression it is im- 
possible to reconcile to analogy in any way.* For a like reason the 
phrase ever «o, as when we say though he were ever so good," in 
preferable to never so. In both these decisions I sabecribe to die 
judgement of Dr. Johnson. Of the two phrases in no wtse^ itt three 
word9, and notoise^ in one, the last only is conformable to the present 
genius of the tongue. The noun toite, signifying manner, is quite 
obsolete. It remains now only in composition, in which, along with 
an adjective or other substantive, it forms an adverb or ooBfunction* 
Such are sidewise^ lengthwise, coasiwise^contrariwisei likewise^ other* 
wise. These always preserve the compound form, and never admit 
a preposition ; consequently notoise, which is an adverb of the same 
order, ought analogically to be written in one word, and not to be 
preceded by in. In every ancient style all these words were uncom- 
pounded, and had the preposition. They said in tike true, and in 
other u)t9e.f And even if custom at present were uniform, as it is 
divided, in admitting t» before nowisS^ it ought to be followed« though 
anomalous. In these matters it is foolish to attempt to struggle 

* What has given rise to it is evidently the French Plut d Dieuy of the same 
import. But it has not been adverted to, (so servile commonly are imitators,) 
that the verb plaire is impersonal, and re^larly construed with the preposition 
a ; neither of which is the case with the English wiU and wndd. 

t In proof of this I shall produce a passage taken from the Pioloflne of the 
English translation of the Legenda Aurca, which seems to have been made 
towards the end of the fifteenth century. " I haue submysed my selfelo trans- 
late into Engylsshe the legende of sayntes whyche is called legenda aurea in 
latyn ; That is to saye, the golden legende. For in lyke wyse as golde is moost 
noble aboue all other metallya ; in lyke wyse is thys legende bolden moost noble 
aboue all other werkes." About the time that our present version of the scrip- 
tures was made, the old usage was wearing out. The phrase in like toise occurs 
but once, (Matt. xxi. 24,) whereas the compound term likewiM occurs frequent- 
ly. We nnd in several places, on thii ioi«e, in any true, and tn no vist. The two 
first phrases are now obsolete, and the third seems to be in the atate which Dr. 
Johnson calls obsolescent. 
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agaiDst the stream, All that I here plead for ist lhat when custom 
yanea^ analogy should decide the question. In the determination of 
this particular instance I differ from Dr. Priestley. Son)etiiDesii?Ae«> 
ih^r is flowed hy no, sometimes by not For kistanoe, some would 
say* Whaiker he will or no;" others, Whether be will or noi." 
Of these it is the latter only that is analogtdah There is nn ellipsis 
of the verb in the last clause, wluch, when you supply, yoit fkKl it 
necessary to use the adverb nol, f^iuther he will or will noL*^ I 
shall only add, that by both the preceding canons we ought always to 
say r€»d in the present of the indicative and of the infinitive, and 
never rent, as is. sometimes done. The latter term hath b0en pre- 
occMpied by the preterit and the participle passive, besides that it is 
only in this application that it can be said to be used analogically. 
For this reason, the active participle ought ^dways to be rtnding^ and 
not renting. 



CANON THE THIRD^ 

The third canon is. When the terms or expressions are in other 
respects equal, that ought to be preferred which is most agreeable to 
the ear. 

This rule hath perhaps a greater chance of being observed than 
any: otheri it having b^eo.tho general bent for some ^me to avoid 
harsh pounds and uniiMSioal periods. Of this we have many ex- 
amples. J)elicai9f^89 hath very properly given way. to delicac^f ; and 
for a like reason auih^icity will probably soon displace auiheniic4d' 
ness^ and vindictive dispossess vindicative altogether. Nay, a regard 
to sound hath» in some iof^taooes, had an ioSuence on the public 
choioe> to the prejudice of both the formeir canoost which one would 
think ought to he regarded as of more importance. . Thus the term 
ig^t^ity hal^ obtinnedi in preference to ingehioumess^ though the 
former cannot be deduced analogicalLy from ingemoua^ and had 
besides been preoqcupied* and consequently would be equivocal, 
being a regular derivative fr^m the term ingeniotUt if the newer 
i^^ceptation had not before now snpj^lanted the othet altc^ether. 



CAXOK THE yOUnXH. 

The fourth canon is. In cases wherein none of the foregoing rules 
gives either side a ground of preference^ a regard to simplicity (in 
which r include etyiaioLogy.wbai^ inaaifest*) ought to determine our 
choice. 

Under the name simplicity I must M understood to comprehend 
also brevity ; for that expression is always the simplest wbich, with 
equal purity and perspicuity, is the briefest* We have, for inatance, 
several active verbs which are used either With or without a preposition 
indiscrinoinately. Thus we say either accept or accept of^ admit or 
admit ofy approve or approve o/; in like manner adartsa or addres$ 
to^ attain or attain to. In such instances it will hold, I suppose* 



160 



THS PHIL080FHT 



[book II. 



pretty generdly. that the itmple form is preferable. This appears 
partioularly in the passive voice, in which every one must see the 
difference. His present was accepted of by his friend.'' His 
excuse was admUUd cf by his master." The magistrates were 
addreaatd to by the townsmen," are evidently much worse than, His 
present was acecj^td by his friend." His excuse was admitted by 
his master." The magistrates were addrcMced by the townsmen." 
We have but too many of this awkward, disjointed sort of compounds, 
and therefore ought not to multiply them without necessity. Now, 
if once the preposition should obtain in the active voice, the rules of 
syntax will absolutely require it in the passive. Sometimes indeed 
the verb hath two regimens, and then the preposition is necessary to 
one of them, as, I address myself to my judges." They ad- 
dressed their vows to Apollo." But of such cases I am not here 
speaking. 

Both etymology and analogy, as well as euphony and simplicity, 
determine us in preferring wbtraci to mbBtract^ and consequently 
subtraction to aubatraction.* 



CAKON THB FIFTH. 

Thb fidh and only other canon that occurs to me on the subject of 
divided use is, In the few cases wherein neither perspicuity nor ana- 
logy, neither sound nor simplicity, assists us in fixrog our choice, it is 
safest to prefer that manner which is most conformable to ancient 
usage. 

This is founded on a very plain maxim, that in language, as in 
several other things, change itself, unless when it is clearly advan- 
tageous, is ineligible. This affords another reason for preferring that 
us^ge which distinguishes ye as the nominative plural of thou^ when 
more than one are addressed, from you the accusative. For it may 
be remarked, that this distinction is very regularly observed in our 
translation of the Bible, as well as in all our best ancient authors. 
Milton too is particularly attentive to it. The words causei/ and 
causeway are at present used promiscuously, though I do not know 
whether there be any difference but in the spelling. The old way is 
causey, which, as there appears no good reason for altering it, ought 
to be held the best. The alteration, I suppose, hath sprung from 

* Subtract is regvAsLrly deduced from the supine sublractwn of the Latin verb 
subtrakoy in the same way as acf from aeeitm/thd sudiAd of o^ro, atid irant^ate 
from translatum, the supine of transfero. But it would be quite unexampled to* 
derive the English verb from the French souitraire. Besides, there is not another 
instance in the language of a word beginning with the Latin preposition su6, 
where the sub is followed by an unless when the original word compounded 
with the preposition begins with an 9. Thus -we say avbscriht from 8ub and 
seribo^ svkaist^ from sub and siato^ vubatUvAe from aub and atoJLuo, But w€ cannot 
say aubatract from aub and atrahoy there being no such Word. There can be no 
doubt, therefore, that a mistaken etymology, arising from an affinit^r to the 
French term, not in the verb, but in the verbal noun, has given rise to (his harsh 
anomaly. 
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some mistaken notion about the etymology ; but if the notion . had 
been just, the reason would not have been sufficient. It tends, 
besides, either to introduce a vitiated pronunciation, or to, add to the 
anomalies in orthography (by far too numerous already) with which 
the language is encumbered. Much the same may be said of jail 
and goal, jailor and goalor. That jail and jailor have been first 
used is probable, from the vulgar translation of the Bible.* The 
quotations on the other side from Shakspeare are not much to be 
minded, as it is well known that his editors have taken a good deal of 
freedom with his orthography. The argument, from its derivation 
from the French geole^ is very puerile. For the same reason we 
ought to write jarier, and not garter, and plead the spelling of the 
French primitive jar/tertf. Nor would it violate the laws of pronun- 
ciation in £nglish, more to sound the [ja] as thoug-h it were written 
[ga], than to sound the [ga] as though it were written fja]. 



SECTION II. 

EVERT THING FAVOURED BY GOOD USE, NOT ON THAT ACCOUNT 
WORTHY TO BE RETAINED. 

I COME now to the second question for ascertaining both the ex- 
tent of the authority claimed by custom, and the rightful prerogatives 
of criticism. As no term, idiom, or application, that is totally un- 
supported by use, can be admitted to be good ; is every term, idiom, 
and application, that is countenanced by use, to be esteemed good, 
and th€»refore worthy to be retained 1 I answer, that though nothing 
in language can be good from which use withholds her approbation, 
there may be many things to which she gives it, that are not in all 
respects good, or such as are worthy to be retained and imitated. In 
some instances custom may very properly be checked by criticism, 
which hath a sort of negative, and though not the censorian power of 
instant degradation, the privilege'of remonstrating, and by means of 
this, when used discreetly, of bringing what is bad into disrepute, and 
so cancelling it gradually ; but which hath no positive right to esta- 
blish any thing. Her power too is like that of eloquence ; she ope- 
rates on us purely by persuasion, depending for success on the solidi- 
ty, or at least the speciousness of her arguments ; whereas custom 
hath an unaccountable and irresistible influence over us, an influence 
which is prior to persuasion, and independent of it, nay sometimes 
even in contradiction to it. Of different modes of expression, that 
which comes to be favoured by general practice may be denominated 
best, because established ; but it cannot always be said with truth, 
that it is established because best^ And therefore, though I agree 

*Acts xvi. 33. 
21 
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in the general principles maintained by Priestley* on this subject^ I 
do not concur in this sentiment as holding universally, that *'the best 
forms of speech wilt in time establish themselves by their own supe- 
riQr excellence." Time and chance have an influence on all things 
human, and on nothing more remarkably than on language ; inso- 
much that we often see that, of various forms, those will recommend 
themselves, and come into general use, which if abstractly consi- 
dered, are neither the simplest nor the most agreeable to the ear^ nor 
the most conformable to analogy. And though we cannot say pro- 
perly of any expression which has the sanction of good use, that it is 
barbarous, we must admit that, in other respects, it maybe faulty. 

It is therefore, I acknowledge, not wijthout meaning, that swift, in 
the proposal above quoted,^ affirms, that, " there are many gross im- 
proprieties, which, though authorized by practice, ought to be dis- 
carded." Now, in order to discard them, nothing more is necessary 
than to disuse them. And to bring us to disuse them, both the ex-* 
ample and the arguments of the critic will have their weight. A 
very little attention will satisfy every reasonable person of the differ- 
ence there is between the bare omission, or rather the not employing 
of what is used, and the introduction of virhat is unusual. The for- 
mer, provided what you substitute in its stead be proper, and have 
the authority of custom, can never come under the observation, or at 
least the reprehension of a reader ; whereas the latter shocks our ears 
immediJitely. Here, therefore, lies one principal province of criti- 
cism, to point out the characters of those words and idioms, which 
deserve to be disfranchised, and consigned to perpetual oblivion. It 
is by carefully filing off all roughnesses and inequalities, that lan- 
guages, like metals, must be polished. This indeed is an effect of 
taste. And hence it happens, that the first rudiments of taste no 
sooner appear in any people, than the language begins, as it were of 
itself, to emerge out of that state of rudeness, in which it vrill ever 
be found in uncivilized nations. As they improve in art and sciences, 
their speech refines ; it not only becomes richer and more compre- 
hensive, but acquires greater precision, perspicuity, and harmony. 
This effect taste insensibly produces among the people long before 
the language becomes the object of their attention. But when criti- 
cism hath called forth their attention to this object, there is a proba- 
bility that the efTect will be accelerated. 

It is, however, no less certain, on the other hand, that in the de- 
clension of taste and science, language will unavoidably degenerate, 
and though the critical art may retard a little, it will never be able to 
prevent this degeneracy. I shall therefore subjoin a few remarks 
under the form of canons, in relation to those words or expressions, 
which may be thought to merit degradation from the rank they have 
hitherto maintained, submitting these remarks entirely, as every thing 
of the kind must be submitted, to the final determination of the im- 
partial public. 

* Preface to the Rudiments of English Grammar. 

f For ascertaining the English tongue ; see the Letter to the Lord High Trea« 
Burer. 
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CJlNON the 8IXTH. 

The first canon on this subject is, All words and phrases which 
are remarkably harsh and unharn^onious, and not absolutely neces- 
sary, may justly be judged worthy of this fate. 

I call a word or -phrase absolutely* necessary, when we have no 
synonymous words, in the event of a dismission, to supply its place, 
or no way of conveying properly the same idea without the aid of 
circumlocution. The rule, with this limitation, will, I believe, be 
generally assented to. The only difficulty i^^ to fix the criteria bj 
which, we may discriminate the obnoxious words from all others. . 

It may well be reckoned that we have lighted on one criterion, 
when we have found a decompound or term composed of words al- 
ready compounded, whereof the several parts are not easily, and 
therefore not closely united. Such are the words bare-faced-ness^ 
shamerfaced^ness^ un-success-ftd-nesa^ dia^interest-ed^neaa^ wrongs 
hetid^ed-nesSf iender^heartedr-ness. They are so heavy and drawling, 
and withaLso ill compacted, that they have not more vivacity than 
a periphrasis, to compensate for the defect of harmony. 

Another criterion is, when a word is so formed and accented as to 
render it of difficult utterance to the speaker, and consequently dis- 
agreeable in sound to the hearer. This happens in- two cases ; 
first, when the syllables which immediately follow the accented sylla- 
ble, are so crowded with consonants, as of necessity to retard the 
pronunciation. The words quisiionleas, chroniclers, conviniiclera, con- 
cupiscence, remimbrancer, are examples of this. The accent in all 
these is on the antipenultimate, for which reason the two last sylla- 
bles ought to be pronounced quick ; a thing scarcely practicable, on 
account of the number of consonants which occur in these syllables. 
The attempt to quicken the pronunciation, though familiar to En- 
glishmen, exhibits to strangers the appearance of awkward hurry, in- 
stead of that easy fluency to be fou|id in those words wherein the un- 
accented syllables are naturally short. Such are, levily, vanity, avidi- 
ty , all accented in like manner on the antepenultimate. The second 
case in which a similar dissonance is found is, when too many sylla> 
bles follow the accented syllable. For though these be naturally 
short, their number, if they exceed two, makes a disagreeable pro- 
nunciation. Examples of this are the words primarily, cursorily, 
sUmmarily, perSmptorily, perimptorinesa, vindicative; all of which 
are accented on the fourth syllable from the end. It is to be wished, 
that the use which now prevails in regard to the manner of accenting 
some words, would alter, as we cannot afford to part with every term 
that is liable to exception in this respect. Nor is a change here to 
be despaired of, since we find it hath happened to several words air 
ready, as the places which they occupy in ancient poetry sufficiently 
evince. 

A third Criterion is, when a short or unaccented syllable is repeat- 
ed, or followed by another short or unaccented syllable very much 
resembling. This always gives the appearance of stammering to the 
pronunciation. Such were the words hdlily, fdrtiering, sillily. We 
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haye not many words chargeable with this fault ; nay, so early have 
the people been sensible of the disagreeable sound occasioned by 
such recurrencest that it would appear they have added the adverbial 
termination to very few of our adjectives ending in ly. I believe 
there are no examples extant of heavenlily^ godlily^ iimelily, daUily. 
Johnson hath given us in his Dictionary the word lowUlili^^ which is as 
bad as any of them, but without quoting authorities. In these and 
such like, the simple forms, as heavenly^ godly^ timely^ daUy^ ^ome/y, 
eaurUy^ comely ^ seem always to have served both for adjective and 
adverb ; though this too hadi its inconvenience. It deserves our no* 
tice, that the repetition of a syllable is never offensive, when either 
one or both are long, as in papa, mamma^ murmur^ tartar^ barbarous^ 

Besides the cases aforesaid, I know of none that ought to dispose 
us to the total disuse of words really significant. A little harshness 
by the collision of consonants, which, nevertheless, our organs find 
no difficulty in articulating, and which do not suggest to the hearer 
the disagreeable idea either of precipitation or of stammering, are by 
no means a sufficient reason for the suppression of an useful term. 
The monosyllables judg^d^ drudg^d^ grudg^d^ which some have 
thought very offensive, appear not in the least exceptionable, com- 
pared with the words above mentioned. It would not do well to in- 
troduce such hard and strong sounds too frequently ; but when they 
are used sparingly and properly, they have even a good effect. Va- 
riety in sound is advantageous to a language : and it is convenient 
that we should have some sounds that are rough and masculine, as 
well as some that are liquid and feminine. 

I observe this the rather, because I think there is at present a 
greater risk of going too far in refining, than of not going far enough. 
The ears of some critics are immoderately delicate. A late essay- 
ist,* one who seems to possess a considerable share of ingenuity 
and taste, proposes the utter extirpation of encroach^ eTuroachment^ 
inculcate, purport, metkinks, and some others,, the precise meaning 
of which we have no single words in English that perfectly express. 
An ear so nice as to be hurt by these, appears to me in the same 
light as a stomach so squeamish as to nauseate our beef and beer, the 
ordinary food of the country. Such ears, I should say, are not 
adapted to our speech, nor such stomachs to our climate. This hu- 
mour, were it to become general, would have a very unfavourable 
aspect to the language ; and it might admit a question, whether, on 
such principles, if an expurgation of the vocabulary were attempted, 
there would remain one third of the whole stock, that would not be 
deemed worthy of excision. This would be particularly inconve- 
nient, if every body were as much an enemy as this gentleman seems 
to be to all new-fashioned terms and phrases. We should hardly 
have words enow led for necessary purposes. f 

* Sketches by Launcelot Temple^ Esq. ; — of late republished and owned by 
Dr. Armstrong. 

f I shall only observe here bv the way, that those languages which are allowed 
to be the most susceptible oi all the graces of harmony, have admitted many 
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CAKON THE SEVENTH, 

The second canon on this subject is, When etymology plainly 
points to a signification different from that which the word commonly 
hears, propriety and simplicity both require its dismission. 

I use the word pkUtUy^ because, when the etymology is from an 
ancient or foreign language, or from obsolete roots in our own lan- 
guage, or when it is obscure or doubtful, no regard should be had to 
it. The case is different, when the roots either are, or strongly ap- 
pear to be, English, are in present use, and clearly suggest another 
jneaning. Of this kind is the word beholden^ for obliged or indebted. 
It should regularly be the passive participle of the verb to behoU 
which would convey a sense totally different. Not that I consider 
the term as equivocal, for in the last acceptation it hath long since 
been disused, having been supplanted by beheld. But the formation 
of the word is so analogical, as to make it have at least the appear- 
ance of impropriety, when used in a sense that seems naturally fo- 
reign to it. The word beholding^ to express the same thing, is still 
more exceptionable than the other, and includes a real impropriety, 
being an active form with a passive signification. To vouchsafe, as 
denoting to condescend, is liable to a similar exception, and for that 
reason, more than for its harshness, may be dispensed with. Coacr 
tion and coactive, as signifying comptdsion and compulsive^ though 
regularly deduced from the Latin coactum, have so much the appear- 
ance of being compounded of the English words (iciion and active 

ill-sounding words. Such are in Greek ffTXay;^v<^<99ai, wfoa^ty^aoBcuj tyyfii^^BtHi 
kiKOKoxa, fitmnn^vov. In the two last one finds a dissonant recurrence of the same 
letter to a degree quite unexampled with us. There is, however, such a mix- 
ture of ionv and short syllables, as prevents that difficulty of utterance which 
was remarked in some English words. Such are, also, in Latin, dixisses, spusts- 
ftmtM, percrebretcebantqite. The last of these words is very rough, and the two 
first have as much of the hissing letters as any English word whatever. The 
Italian is considered, and I believe justly, as the most musical of all languages, 
yet there are in it some sounds which even to us, accustomed to a dialect bois- 
terous like our weather, appear harsh and jarring. Such are, incrociechiarey 
tdrucciolosOf spregiatrice. There is a great difierence between words which 
sound harshly, but are of easy pronunciation to the natives, and those words 
which even to natives occasion difficulty in the utterance, and consequently con- 
vey some idea of awkwardness to the hearer, which is prejudicial to the design. 
There are, in the languages of all countries, many words which foreigners will 
find a difficulty in pronouncing, that the natives have no conception of. The 
Greeks could not easily articulate the Latin terminations in ans and ens. On 
the other hand, there were many sounds in Greek which appeared intolerable to 
the Latins, such as words bcjginning with ftv ^9. irr, kt, and many others. No 
people have so studiously avoided the collision of consonants as the Italians. To 
their delicate e&rs pt, ct, and c«, or «, though belonging to different syllables, and 
interposed between vowels, are ofiensive, nor can they easily pronounce them. 
Instead of opto, and/ccto, and MtxandrOf they must say at<o, and letlo, and wftf^s- 
sandro. Yet these very people begin some of their words with the three conso- 
nants Bdry which to our ears are perfectly shocking. It is not therefore, so much 
harshness of sound, as difficulty of utterance, that should make some words be 
rejected altogether. The latter tends to divert our attention, and consequently 
to obstruct the effect. The former hath not this tendency, unless they be ob- 
truded on us too frequently. 
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with the inseparable preposition ro, which would give them a mean- 
ing quite different, that one can scarcely hear them without some ten- 
dency to mistake the sense. The verb to unloose^ should analogi- 
cally signify to /te, in like manner as to untie signifies to loose. To 
what purpose is it, then, to retain a term, without any necessity, in a 
signification the reverse of that which its etymology manifestly sug- 
gests t In the same way, to annul and to disannul^ ought by analogy 
to be contraries, though irregularly used as synonymous. The verb 
to tinrooe/, commonly, indeed, as well as analogically, signifies to 
disentangle, to extricate ; sometimes, however, it is absurdly em- 
ployed to denote the contrary, to disorder, to entangle, as in these 
lines in the address to the goddess of Dulness, 

Or quite unrayel all the reasoning thread, 
And hang some curious cobweb in its stead.* 

All considerations of analogy, propriety, perspicuity, unite in per- 
suading us to repudiate this preposterous application altogether. 



CANON THE EIGHTH. 

The third canon is, V^lien any words become obsolete, or at least 
are never used, except as constituting part of particular phrases, it is 
better to dispense with their service entirely, and give up the phrases. 

The reasons are, first, because the disuse in ordinary cases ren- 
ders the term somewhat indefinite, and occasions a degree of ob- 
scurity : secondly, because the introduction of words which never ap- 
pear but with the same attendants, gives the style an air of vulgarity ' 
and cant. Examples of this we have in the words lief, dint, whit^ 
moot, pro, and con, as, ** / had as lief go myself," for " I should like 
as well to go myself." •* He convinced his antagonist by dint of ar- 
gument,^^ that is, " by strength of argument." ** He made them yield 
by dint of arms,^^ — "by force of arms." " He is not a whit bet- 
ter, — ** no better." " The case you mention is a moot point, — 
" a disputable point." The question was strenuously debated pro 
and con,^^ — "on both sides." 



CANON the ninth. 

The fourth and last canon I propose is, All those phrases, which, 
when analyzed grammatically, include a solecism, and all those to 
which use hath affixed a particular sense, but which, when explained 
by the general and established rules of the language, are susceptible 
either of a different sense, or of no sense, ought to be discarded al- 
together. 

It is this kind of phraseology which is distinguished by the epithet 
idiomatical, and hath been originally the spawn, partly of ignorance. 
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and partly of affectation. Of the first sort, which includes a sole- 
cism, is 4he phrase, I had rather do such a thing," for I would 
rather do it." The auxiliary had^ joined to the infinitive active do, 
is a gross violation of the rules of conjugation in our language, and 
though good use may he considered as protecting thh expression 
from being hranded with the name of a blunder, yet, as it is bothirre* 
gular and unnecessary, I can foresee no inconvenience that will arise 
from dropping it. I -have seen this idiom criticised in some essay, 
whose name I cannot now remember, and its origin very^ naturally 
accounted for, by supposing it to have sprung from the contraction 
Pd^ which supplies the place both of I hady and of / toott^d, and which 
had been at first ignorantly resolved into 1 had, when it ought to 
have been / tootUd. Tho phrase thus frequently mistaken, hath 
oome at length to establish itself, and to stand on its own foot.* 

Of the second sort, which, when explained grammatically leads 
to a different sense from what the words in conjunction commonly 
bear, is, He sings a good song," for he sings well." The plain 
meaning of the words as they stand connected is very different, for 
who sees not that a good song may be ill sung 1 Of the same stamp 
is, ** He plays a good fiddle," for " he plays well on the fiddle.'^ 
This seems also to involve a solecism. We speak indeed of playing 
a tune, but it is always on the instrument. 

Nothing can be more common or less proper than to speak of a 
river*8 emptying itself. Dr. Johnson in his Dictionary, explains the 
verb to empty, as importing to evacuate, to exhaust. Amongst his 
authorities we have this sentence from Arbuthnot. The Euxine 
sea is conveniently situated for trade, by the communication it hap 
with Asia and Europe, and the great navigable rivers that empty them- 
selves into it." Passing the word rivers as a metonymy for their 
channels, are these ever evacuated or exhausted ?" To say a river 
faUs into the sea, or a ship falls down the river, is entirely proper, as 
the motion is no other than a fall down a real though gentle declivity. 

Under the third sort, which can scarcely be considered as literally 
conveying any sense, may be ranked a number of vile, but common 
phrases, sometimes to be found in good authors, like shooting at ro- 
vers, having a mortth^s mind, currying favour, dancing attendance, 
and many others. Of the same kind also, though not reprehensible 
^n the same degree, is the idiomatical use that is sometimes made of 
certain verbs, as stand, for insist, he stands upon security ;" take 
for understand, in such phrases as these, You take me," and as I 
take it;" hold, for continue, as he does not hold long in one mind." 

* Whether with Johnson and Lowth we should consider the phrases by this 
meanSf by that meansy it is a meijnsy as liable to the same exception, is perhaps 
more doubtful. Priestley considers the word means as of both numbers, and of 
such nouns we have several examples in the language. But it may be objected, 
that as the singular form mean is still frequently to be met with, this must inevi- 
tably give to t£e above phrases an appearance of solecism, in. the judgement of 
those who are accustomed to attend to the rules of syntax. But however this 
may induce such critics to avoid the expression in question, no person of taste, 
I presume, will venture so far to violate the present usage, and consequently to 
shock the ears of the generality of readers, as to say, ** By this mean," or By 
that mean." 
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But of a]] kindsythe worst is that wherein the words^ when construed, 
are susceptible of no meaning at all. Such an expression as the fol- 
lowing, ^* There were seven ladies in the company, every one pret- 
tier than another," by which it is intended, 1 suppose, to denote that 
they were all very pretty. One prettier, implies that there is another 
less pretty, but where every one is prettier, there can be none less, 
and consequently none more pretty. Such trash is the disgrace of 
any tongue. Ambitiously to display nonsensical phrases of this sort, 
as some writers have affected to do, under the ridiculous notion of a 
familiar and easy manner, is not to set off the riches of a language, 
but to expose its rags. As such idioms, therefore, err alike against 
purity, simplicity, perspicuity, and elegance, they are entitled to no 
quarter from the critic. A few of these in the writings of good au- 
thors, I shall have occasion to point out, when I come to speak of 
the solecism and the impropriety. 

So much for the canons of verbal criticism, which properly succeed 
the characters of good use, proposed in the preceding chapter for the 
detection of the most flagrant errors in the choice, the construction, 
and the application of words. The first five of these canons are 
intended to suggest the principles by which our choice ought to be 
directed, in cases wherein use itself is wavering ; and the four last to 
point out those farther improvements which the critical art, without 
exceeding her legal powers, may assist in producing. There are, 
indeed, who seem disposed to extend her authority much farther. 
But we ought always to remember, that as the principal mode of im- 
proving a language, which she is empowered to employ, is by con- 
demning and exploding, there is a considerable danger, lest she carry 
her improvements this way too far. Our mother- tongue, by being 
too much impaired, may be impoverished, and so more injured in 
copiousness and nerves, than all our refinements will ever be able to 
compensate. For this reason there ought in support of every 
sentence of proscription, to be an evident plea from the principles of 
perspicuity, elegance, or harmony. 

If so, the want of etymology, whatever be the opinion of some 
grammarians, cannot be reckoned a sufiicient ground for the sup. 
pression of a significant term, which hath come into good use. For 
my part, I should think it as unreasonable to reject, on this account, 
the assistance of an expressive word, which opportunely ofiers its 
service, when perhaps no other could so exactly answer my purpose, 
as to refuse the needful aid of a proper person, because he could give 
no account of his family or pedigree. Though what is called cant is 
generally not necessarily, nor always without etymology, it is hot this 
defect, but the baseness of the use which fixeth on it that disgraceful 
appellation. No absolute monarch hath it more in his power to 
nobilitate a person of obscure birth, than it is in the power of good 
use to ennoble words oflow or dubious extraction; such, for instance, 
as have either arisen, nobody knows how, like Jig, banter, bigot, fop, 
flippant, among the rabble, or like flimsy, sprung from the cant of 
manufacturers. It is never from an attention to etymology, which 
would frequently mislead us, but from custom, the only infallible 
guide in this matter, that the meanings of words in present use must 
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be learnt And, indeed, if the wo^nt in question were material, it 
would equally afiect all those words, no inconsiderable- part of our 
language, whose descent is doubtful or unknown. Besides, in no 
case can the line of derivation be traced backwards to infinity. We 
roust always terminate in some words of whose genealogy no ac- 
count can be given.* 

It ought, at the same time, to be observed, that what hath been 
said on this topic, relates only to such words as bear no distinguisha- 
ble traces of the baseness of their source ; the case is quite difierent 
in regard to those terms which may be said to proclaim their vile and 
despicable origin, and that either by associating disagreeable and un- 
suitable ideas, as beUyiimbert ihorowslitchy dumbfound ; or by betray- 
ing some frivolous humour in the formation of them, as transmogrify^ 
bamboozle^ topsyturvy^ pellmeU^ helterskelter^ kurlyburly* These may 
all find a place in burlesque, but ought never to show themselve in 
any serious performance. A person of no birth, as the phrase is, 
may be raised to the rapk of nobility, and, which is more, may become 
it ; but nothing can add dignity to that man, or fit htm for the compa- 
ny of gentlemen, who beara indelible marks of the clown in his look, 
gait, and whole behaviour. 

*Dr Johnson, who notwithstanding his acknowledge learning, penetration, 
and in^nnity, appears sometimes, if I may adopt his own expression, " lost in 
lexicography,*' hath declared the name punchy which signifies a certain mixt 
liquor very well known, a cant word, because, being to appearance without 
etymology, it hath probably arisen from some sillyTconceit among the people. 
The name sherbet^ which signifies another known mixture, he allows to.be good, 
because it is Arabic; though, for oupht we know, its origin among the. Arabs 
bath been equally ignoble or uncertain. By this way of reckoning, if the word 
punch, in the sense wherein We use it, should by any accident be imported into 
Arabia, and come into use there, it would nuike ^ood Arabie, though it be but 
cant English ; as their sherbet, though in all likelihood but cant Arabic, makes 
good Engliah. This I own, appears to me yery capricious. • . 
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CHAPTER III. 

OF GRAMMATICAL PCRlTr. 

It was remarked formerly,* that though the grammatical art bears 
much the same relation to the rhetorical, which the art of the mason 
bears to that of the architect, there is one very memorable differc?nce 
between the two cases. In architecture it is not necessary thatli^ 
who designs should execute his own plans ; he may therefore be an 
excellent artist in this way, who has neither skill nor practice in 
masonry ; on the contrary, it is equally incumbent on the oratoi" to 
design and to execute. He ought therefore to be master of the lan- 
guage which he speaks or writes, and to be ca]f>able of adding to 
grammatic purity those higher qualities of elocution which will give 
grace and energy to his discourse. I propose, then, in the first place, 
by way of laying the foundation,! to consider that purity which he 
hath in common with the grammarian, and then proceed to consider 
those qualities of speech which are peculiarly oratorical. 

It was also observed before,;]; that the art of the logican is uni- 
versal, the art of the grammarian particular. By consequence, my 
present subject being language, it is necessary to make choice of 
some particular tongue, to which the observation to be made will be 
adapted, and from which the illustrations to be produced will be taken. 
Let English be that tongue. This is a preference to which it is 
surely, entitled from those who write in it. Pure English, then, 
implies three things : Jirst, that the words be English ; «econc£/t^, that 
their construction, under which, in our tongue, arrangement also is 
comprehended, be in the English idiom ; thirdly^ that the words and 
phrases be employed to express the precise meaning which custom 
hath affixed to them. 

From the definition now given, it will be evident on reflection, that 
this is one of those qualities, of which, though the want exposes a 
writer to much censure, the possession hardly entitles him to any 
praise. The truth is, it is a kind of negative quality, as the name 
imports, consisting more in an exemption from certain blemishes, 
than in the acquisition of any excellence. It holds the same place 
among the virtues of elocution, that justice holds among the moral 
virtues. The more necessary each is, and the more blameable the 
transgression is, the less merit has the observance. Grace and 
energy, on the contrary, are like generosity and public spirit. To be 

• Chap. II. 

t Solum quidem et quasi fundamentum oratori?, vides locutionem emendatam 
et Latinam. Cic. De Clar. Oral. The same holds equally of any language 
which the orator is obliged to use. 

I Book I. Chap. iv. 
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deficient ia thefle virtues is not treated as crioiinal ; but to be eminent 
for the praettce of diem is accounted meritorious. As, therefore, in 
what regards the laws of purity, the violation is much more coDspic* 
nous than the observance,- 1 am under the disagreeable necessity of 
takiog my ilkistratioos on this article solely from the . former* 

Purity, it was said, implies three things. Accordingly, in three 
difierent ways it may be injured. - First, the' words used may not be 
English. This fault hath received fifom grammarians the denomina- 
tion of barbarism. Secondly, the construction of the sentence may 
not be in the Edgliali idiom. . This hath gotten the name of soUcism. 
Thirdly, the words and phrases nmy not be employed to express the 
precise meaning which custom hath affixed to them. This is termed 
impropriety.* 



SECTION 1. 

THE BARB/VRISM. 

' The reproacb of barbarism may be incurred by three different 
ways; by the use of words entirely obsolete, by the use of words 
entirely new, or by new formations and compositions from dimple and 
primitive words in present use. 

Part I. — By the use of Obsolete Words. 

Obsolete words, though they once were English, are not so now ; 
(hough they were both proper and expressive in the days of our fore- 
fathers, are become as strange to our ears, as many parts of their 
garb would be to our eyes. And if so, such words have no more title 
than foreign words to be introduced at present ; for though they are 
not so totally unknown as to occasion obscurity, a fault which I shall 
consider afterwards, their appearance is so unusual, and their form is 
so antiquated, that, if not perfectly ridiculous, they at least suggest 
the notion of stiffness and affectation. We ought, therefore, not only 
to avoid words that are no longer understood by any but critics and 
antiquaries, such as hight, cleped, uneatli^ erst^ whilom ; we must 
also, when writing in prose, and on serious subjects renounce the aid 
of those terms, which, though not unintelligible, all writers of any 
name have now ceased to use. Such are, behest, fantasy, tribulation^ 
erewhile, whenas, peradventure, selfsame, anon. All these offend 
more or leas against the third criterion of good use formerly given,*!* 
that it be such as obtains at present. 

♦ Cluintillian hath sugo'csted this distribution. Instit. lib. i. cap. 5, Depre- 
henHat qase barbara^ quse impropria, quae contra legem Joquendi coinposita. 
. t Bobk II. Chap. i. Sect iii. 
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Some indulgence, howeyer, on this, as well ma on seTeral other 
articles, as was hinted already, must be given to poets, on many. ac- 
counts ; and particularly on account of the peculiar inconyeniences 
to which the laws of versification subject them. Besides, in treating 
some topics, passages of ancient story for example, there may be 
found sometimes a suitableness in the introduction of old words. In 
certain kinds of style, when used sparingly and wkh judgement, they 
serve to add the venerable air of antiquity to the narrative. In bur* 
lesque, also, they often produce a good eflfect. But it is admitted on 
all sides, that this species of writing is not strictly sobjected to the 
laws of purity. 



Part II. — By the use of new w<Mrd$. 

Another tribe of barbarisms much more numerous is constituted 
by new words. Here indeed the hazard is more imminent, as the 
tendency to this extreme is more prevalent. Nay, our language is 
in greater danger of being overwhelmed by an inundation of foreign 
words, than any other species of destruction. There is, doubtless, 
some excuse for borrowing the assistance of neighbours, when their 
assistance is really wanted ; that is, when we cannot do our business* 
without it ; but there is certainly a meanness in choosing to be in- 
debted to others, for whsit we can easily be supplied with out of our 
own stock. When words are introduced by any writer, from a sort 
of necessity, in order to avoid tedious and languid circumlocutions, 
there is reason to believe they will soon be adopted by others con- 
vinced of the necessity, and will at length be naturalized by the pub- 
lie. But it is to be wished, that the public would ever reject those 
which are obtruded on it merely through a licentious affectation of 
novelty. And of this kind certainly are most of the words and 
phrases which have, in this century, been imported from France. 
Are not pleasure^ opinionaiive and sally ^ as expressive asvolupiy^ 
opiniatre and sortie ? Wherein is the expression last resort, inOirior 
to dernier resort ; liberal arts, to beaux arts ; and polite literatta*e, 
to belles lettres ? Yet some writers have arrived at such a pitch of 
futility, as to imagine, that if they can but make a few trifling 
changes, like aimable for amiable, politesse for politeness, delicatesse 
for delicacy, and hatUeur for haughtiness, they have found so many 
gems, which are capable of adding a wonderful lustre to their works. 
With such, indeed, it is in vain to argue ; but to others, who are not 
quite so unreasonable, I beg leave to suggest the following remarks. 

First, it ought to be remembered that the rules of pronunciation 
and orthography in French are so different from those which obtain 
in £nglish, that the far greater part of the French words lately in- 
troduced, constitute so many anomalies with us, which, by loading 
the grammatical rules with exceptions, greatly corrupt the simplicity 
and regularity of our tongue. 

Nor is this the only way in which they corrupt its simpliciy ; let 
it be observed further, that one of the principal beauties of any lan- 
guage, and the most essential to simplicity, results from this. That 
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a few plain and primitive words, called roots, have, by an analogy, 
which hath insensibly established itself, given rise to an infinite num- 
ber of derivative and compound words, between which and the primi- 
tive, and between the former and their conjugates, there is a resem- 
blance in sense, corresponding to that which there is in sound. 
Hence it will happen, that a word may be very emphatical in the lan- 
guage to which it ows it« birth, arising from the light that is reflect- 
ed on it by the other words of the same etymology ; ' which when it 
19 transplanted into another language, loses its emphasis entirely. 
The French word eclaircissemenU for instance, is regularly deduced 
thus : EctmreissemenU eclaircisde, tclaircir^ eclair^ c/at>, which is the 
etymon, whence are also descended, clairement, clarie^ elairifitr^ da* 
rijication^ eclairer. The like may be observed in regard to coimotjw 
seur^ reconnoitre, agrdnens, and a thousand others. Whereas, such 
words with us look rather like stray& than like iany part of our own 
property. They are very much in the condition of exiles, who, hav- 
ing been driven from their families, relations, and friends, are com- 
pelled to take refuge in a country where there is not a single per- 
son with whom they can claim a connexion, either by blood or by al- 
liance. 

But the patrons of this practice will probably plead, that as the 
French is the finer language, ours must certainly be improved by 
the mixture. Into the truth of the hypothesis from which they argue, 
I shall not now inquire. It sufiiceth ibr my present purpose, to ob- 
serve, that the consequence is not logical, though the plea were just. 
A liquor produced by the mixture of two liquors of different qualities 
WiM often prove worse than either. The Greek is, doubtless, a lan- 
guage much superior, in riches, harmony, and variety to the Latin ; 
yet, by an affection in the Romans of Greek, words and idioms, (like 
the passion of the English foe whatever is imported from France,) 
as much, perhaps, as by any thing, the Latin was not onJy vitiated, 
but lost almost entirely, in a few centuries, that beauty and majesty 
which we discover in the writings of the Augustan age. On the con- 
trary, nothing contributed more to the preservation of the Greek 
tongue in its native purity for such an amazing number of centuries, 
unexampled in the history of any other language, than the contempt 
they had of this practice. It was in consequence of this contempt, 
that they were the first who branded a foreign term in any of their 
writers with the odious name of barbarism. 

But there are two cousiderations which ought especially to weigh 
with authors, and hinder them from wantonly admijUing such extra- 
neous productions into their performances. One is, if these foreign- 
ers be allowed to settle amongst us, they will infallibly supplant Ifae 
old inhabitants. Whatever ground is given to the one, is so much 
taken from the other. Is it then prudent in a writer, to foment a hu- 
mour of innovation which tends to make the language of his country 
still more changeable, and consequently to render the style of his 
own writings the sooner obsolete 1 Nor let it be imagined, that this 
is not a necessary consequence. Nothing can be juster than John- 
flons's manner of arguing on this subject, in regard to what Swiil a 
little chimerically proposeth, that though new words be introduced. 
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none should be permitted -4o become obsolete.* For what makes a 
word obsoletot but a general, though tacit agreement to forbear it ? 
And what so readily produces this agreement, as another term which 
hath gotten a vogue and currency, and is always at hand to supply its 
place 1 And if thus, for some time, a word is overlooked or neglect- 
ed, how shall it be recalled, when it hath once, by disuse, become 
unfamiliar, and, by unfamiliarity, unpleasiug 1 

The other consideration is, that if he should not be followed in the 
use of those foreign words which he hath endeavoured to usher into 
the language, if they meet not with a favourable reception from the 
public, they will ever appear as spots in his work. Such is the ap- 
pearance which the terms Qj^ne^ ig^rt^ Jratchewr^ adraitnWj opt- 
nitUry^ and opiniatrtty^ have at present in the writings of some in- 
genious men. Whether, therefore* he be, or be not, imitated, he 
will himself prove a looser at last. I might add to these* thatas bor- 
rowing naturally exposeth to the suspicion of poverty, this poverty 
will much more readily, and more justly, too, be imputed to the wri- 
ter than to the language. 

Inventors in the arts, and discoveries in science, have an indis- 
putable title to give names to their own inventions and discoveries. 
When foreign inventions and discoveries are imported into this island, 
it is both natural and reasonable that the name should accompany the 
thing. Nay, in regard even to evils of foreign growth, I should not 
object to the observance of the same rule.. Were any one to insist, 
that we have not in our language words precisely corresponding to 
the French gMmalicu^ phebus^ verbiage^ gasconade^ rhodomoniade, I 
should not contend with him about it ; nor should I perhaps disliker, 
that the very name served to show, that these plants are natives of a 
ranker soil, and did not originally belong to us. But if the introduc- 
tion of exotic words were never admitted, except in.such cases, or in 
order to supply an evident want amongst ourselves, we should not at 
present have one such term where we have fifty. The advice of the 
poet with regard to both the before-mentioned sorts of barbarism is 
extremely good. 

In words, as fashions, the same rule will hold : 
Alike fantastic, if too new or old : 
Be not the first by whom the new -fire tri'd, 
Nor yet the last to lay the old aside.t 

Fart III. — By the use of good words new-moddled. 

The third species of barbarism is that produced by new forma- 
tions and compositions from primitives in present use. I acknow- 
ledge, that when the English analogy is observed in the derivation or 
composition, and when the new-coined word is wanted in the lan- 
guage, greater liberty ought to be given on this article than on the 
former. The reason of the difference will appear from what hath 

* Preface to the Dictionary, 
t Pope>s Essays on Criticism. 
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been said already. But still this is a liberty which needs an excuse 
from necessity^ and is in no case pardonable* unless the words be at 
least not disagreeable to the car, and be so analogically formed, that 
a reader, wi&out the help of the context, may easily discover the 
meaning.^ 

Now, if the plea of necessity be requisite, what quarter is due to 
such frivolous innovations as these, incumbe9'mtni,'\ porHc,^ www^fyr- 
eucharisty^f ancUyze^lf conneaiiv^'\ <<otciait,t ptaionidan^li peri^ 
paietician^lf pyihagoricianfli ficticuf^f .majesiaiic^^ accep/ton,|| which 
were intended solely to express what had always been at least as well 
expressed by eneumherance,, portico^ marixft^d^ euckarisU analy»$i 
connexion^ alaic^ plaionisl^ peripcUeiiCf pyihagorean^ Jiciitioua, majes* 
acceptation. And if any. regard is due to the ear, what shall we 
say of— — I cannot call it the composition, but — the collision of 
words which are naturally the most uufit for coalescing, like saints 
mUkara, sairUprotectrices, arckUeetcapacityf commentaiorcapaciiy^ 
atUharcharacUr, ADd many others forged in the same taste, to be 
Ibund in the p^es of a late right honourable author IIT And lastly, 
if the analogy of the language must be preserved in composition, to 
what kind of reception are the following entitled, all fabricated in the 
same shop, selfend, stlfpaanon, sdfafftclunu^ telfpraciict, hotnedia^ 
leeU beU^sense, mirrownariting f - 

It may, indeed, be urged, that the pronoun sdf is used in compo- 
sition with such latitude, that one can scarcely err in forming new 
words with its assistance. But this is a mistake. New words may 
be formed by it ; but they must be formed analogically. And the 
analogy of these formations may be understood from observing, that, 
when analyzed thus, they ought regularly to exhibit the same mean- 
ing. Make one's self, kinuelf herself, itself or themselves^ as the 
sense requires, follow the last word in the compound, with the pre- 
position intervening, with which the word, whether noun or participle, 
is usually constru«id. If the word be a substantive, the preposition 
is commonly of if the passive participle, by, and if the active parti- 
cqpie, no preposition is requisite. Thus seljhve is the love of one's 
self In the same way are resolved, seljhate, sdfmwder, selfpreser' 
vation. When we say of a man that he is selfcondemned, we mean, 
that he is condemned by himself A self consuming fire, is a fire con- . 
auming itself 

Now to apply this observation, what is the meaning of the end of 
one's self, the passion of one'j self, the -nffections of one's self, and the 
practice of one's self? And if some meaning may be affixed to any of 
these expressions, it is easy to perceive that it is not the meaning of the 
author. Yet I can remember but two compounds that have obtained 
in English, which are not formed according to the analogy above ex- 
plained. The one is selftoiUed, signifying perverse, and now little 

* There are some words of recent introduction, which come so mueh under 
this description, that it might be accounted too fastidious in the critic entirely 
to reject them. Such are continentalj sentimental, originalityy criminalUyp capa- 
bility, to originate, tojig^ire, to adduce, and perhaps a few others. 

t Bolinghroke. t Prior. 

§ Spectator, Ka 560. |{ Hammond. 

IF Shaftesbury. 
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used ; the other is adfexislence, a favourite word of some roetapifajsi- 
ciaos, which* if it signify any thing more than what is properly and 
clearly expressed by independency and eternity, signifies I know not 
what. In new formations, however, the rule ought to be followed, 
and not the exceptions. But what shall be said of such monsters, 
as selfpraeiice^ 6e%«€nt«, and vdrrourwriting ? These, indeed, might 
have been regarded as flowers of rhetoric in the days of Cromwel}, 
when a jargon of this sort was much in vogue, but are extremely un- 
suitable to the chaster language of the present age. 

Again, under this class may be ranked another modem refinement, 
I mean the alterations that have been made by some late writers on 
proper names and some other words of foreign extraction, and on 
their derivatives, or pretence of bringing them nearer, both in pro- 
nunciation and in spelling, to the' original names, as they appear in 
the language from which those words were taken. In order to an- 
swer this important purpose, several terms which have maintained 
their place in our tongue for many centuries, and which are known 
to every body, must be expelled, Uiat room may be made for a set of 
uncouth and barbarous sounds, with which our ears are unacquainted, 
and to some of which it is impossible for us to adapt our oi^ans, ac- 
customed only to £nglish, as rightly to articulate them. 

It has been the invariable custom of all nations, as far as I know ; 
it was particularly the custom of the Grecians and the Romans, when 
they introduced a foreign name into their language, to make such al- 
torations on it as would facilitate the pronunciation to their own peo- 
ple, and render it more analogous to the other words of their tongue. 
There is an evident convenience in this practice ; but where the harm 
of it is, I am not able to discover. No more can I divine what good 
reason can be alleged for proscribing the name Zoroaster^ till of late 
universally adopted by English authors who had occasion to mention 
that eastern sage, and the same, except in termination, that is used 
in Greek and Latin classics. Is Zerdusht^ which those people would 
substitute in its place, a more musical word ? Or is it of any conse- 
quence to us, that it is nearer the Persian original? Will this sound 
give us a deeper insight than the other into the character, the philoso- 
phy, and the history of the man? On the same principles we are 
commanded by these refiners to banish Confucius for the sake of 
Con-fui-cte^ and never again, on pain of the charge of gross igno- 
rance, to mention, MahomeU Mahomtian^ Mahametiam^ since JVfo- 
hamed^ Mohammedan^ Mohammediam^ are ready to supply their 
room. Mussulman must give place to moslem^ hegira to hefra^ and 
{Ukoran to koran. The dervis too is turned to dirvesfi^ and the ba- 
shaw is transformed into a pacha. 

But why do our modern reformers stop here? Ought not this re- 
formation, if good for any thing, to be rendered more extensively 
useful ? How much more edifying would holy writ prove to readers 
of every capacity, if, instead of those vulgar corruptions, Jacobs and 
Judah, and Moses^ and Elijah, we had the satisfaction to find in our 
Bibles, as some assure us that the words ought to be pronounced, 
Yagnhakob, and Yehuda, and Moschech, Eliyahu ? Nay, since it 
seems to be agreed amongst our oriental scholars, that the Hebrew 
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jod sounds Hke the Englis y before a vowel, and that their vau is the 
same with the German to, the word Jehovah ought also to be ex- 
ploded, that we may henceforth speak of the Deity more reverent- 
ly and intelligibly by the only authentic name Yehotvah. A reform 
of this kind was indeed for the benefit of the learned, attempted abroad 
more than two centuries ago, by a kindred genius of those modern 
English critics, one Pagninus a Dominican friar. In a translation 
which this man made of the scriptures, into a sort of Monkish gib- 
berish that he called Latin, he hath, in o^der to satisfy the world of 
the vast importance and utility of bis work, instead of £ve, written 
Chatna^ and for Isaiah^ Jeremiah, Ezekiel ~—g[\en us Jesaktahu^ 

Irtneiahu, JechezecheL But I know not how it hath happened, 

that in this he haUi had few imitators among men of letters. Proba- 
bly upon the trial, people have discovered that they were just as much 
edified by the old names as by the new. 

Again, why this reformation should be confined almost entirely to 
proper names, for my part I can discover no good reason. Appella- 
tives are doubtless entitled to a share. Critics of this stamp ought, 
for example, boldly to resolve, in spite of inveterate abuses and ple- 
beian prejudices, never whilst they breath, either to write or to pro- 
nounce the words pope, popery, and popedom, but instead of them, 
pope, papery, atui popedom ; since, whether we derive thesewords im- 
mediately from the French,* the Latin,! Greek,J still it ap- 
pears that the o is but a base usurper of a place which rightfully be- 
longs to the a. The reason assigned for saying koran, and not alco» 
ran, is truely curious. Al, say they, is the Arabic article, and sig- 
nifies the ; consequently, if we should say the aleoran, we should fall 
into a gross perissology. It is just as if we said the the book. A plain 
illiterate man would think it sufiicient to reply, What though al signi- 
fies the in Arabic, it hath no signification in English, and is only here 
the first syllable of a name which use hath appropriated, no matter 
how, to a particular book. But if ye who are such deep scholars, 
and wonderful improvers of your mother-tongue, are d^ermined to 
exclude this harmless syllable from aleoran, act at least consistently, 
and dismiss it also from (dchymy, tdcove, alembic, algebra, almanac^ 
and all the other words in the language that are derived in the same 
way, and from the same source. Indeed, it is not easy to say where 
ye will stop ; for if ye attend to it, ye will find many words of Latin or 
French origin, which stand equally in need of reformation. § 

•Pape. fPapa, tira?rjrflf. 

$ Suppose one of these Aristarchs advancing in such ingenious refinements, 
ana thus criticising on the word aversion: ''This substantive is by divers au- 
thors diversely construed. Some say aversion to a change, others aversion from 
a change : both, I affirm, from a blind attachment to vernacular idioms, have 
alike ocviated into the most ugly and deformed faults. This judgement, bow 
severe soever, I am able to support by an irrefraj^able argument. ^versio7i, 
according to its etymology, denotes turning from. The first syllable a is, in the 
original language, a preposition signifying from. It would therefore be absurd 
to conjoin in the same phrase with it the preposition to, which hath a contrary 
signification : and to use from afler aversion, would render the expression hi- 
deously pleonastic la defiancd therefore of a habitude, which, howt-ver an- 
cient ana univenal, is the ofispribg of ignorance, we must if we would speak 
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It is n«c688«rj to add, that if the public give waj to m bumour of 
this kind, there will be no end of innovating. When some critics 
first thought of reforming the wofd bashaw^ one wouid have it boMMp, 
another packor and a third pasha ; and how many more shapes It 
may yet be transformed into, it is impossible to say. A late histo- 
riographer bath adopted just the half of Sale's reformation of the 
name Mahomet He restores the vowels to the places which they^ 
formely held, but admits his alteration of the consonantSr never wri- 
ting either Mahomet or Mahammedr but Mahommed. In regard 
to such foreign names of persons, officers, eras,, and rites, it would be 
obliging,, in writers of this stamp,, to annex to their works a glossary^ 
for the sake of the unlearned, who cannot divine whether tl^ir new- 
fangled terms belong to things formerly unknown, or are no more 
than the old names of things familiar to them, newly vamped and 
dressed. Surely, if any thing deserves to be branded with the name 
of pedantry, it is an austentation of eruditon, to the reproach of learn- 
ing, by affecting sin^larity in trifles. 

I shall just mention another set of barbarisms, which also come» 
under this class, and arises fVom the abbreviation of polysyllables, by^ 
lopping off all the syllables except the first, or the first and seconed. 
Instances of this are kyp for hypochondriac^, rep for reputation^ uli 
for fUHmater penult for penuliimaterincogj for incognito^ X^«r for hy^ 
percriticr extra for extraordinary. Happily all these affected terms 
have been denied the public suffrage. I scarcely know any such 
that have established themselves, except mob for mobili,^ And thifr 
it hath afiected at last, notwithstanding the unrelenting seal with whicb 
k was persecuted by Dr. Swid, wherever he met with it. But as the 
word in question hiUh gotten use, the supreme arbitress of language 
on its side, there would be as much obstinacy in rejecting it at pre- 
sent, as there was perhaps folly at first in ushering it upon the public 
stage. 

As to the humour of abbreviating, we need say very little, as it 
seems hardly now to subsist amongst us. It only arose in this island 
about the end of the last century ; and when, in the beginning of 
the present, it assumed to figure in conversation, and even sometimes 
te appear in print, it was so warmly attacked by Addison and Swifts 

correctly, either tay mtnion a change^ the first syllable a having the force of the 

{iroposition ; or, cutting off this prepositive, we must say vernonfrom a changt/' 
f any should think this representation exaggerated, let him compare tiie reason* 
mg with that which hath been seriously used for mutilating the word oiconm, 
and he- will find it in all respects the same. It is, I acknowledge, of no conse- 
c][aence, whether we say alcoran or koran ; but it is of consequence that such » 
silly argument shall not be held a sufficient ground for ninovation» 

* As I am disposed to think that, in matters of this kind, tUb public is rarely 
in the wrong, it would not be difficult to assign a plausible reason for this pr-e- 
ference. First, the word mohUdj from which it is contracted, can scarcely be 
called English, and, I suspect, never bad the sanction of the public voice. Se» 
condl^, there is not another word in the language that ezpresseth precisely the 
same idea, a tumtdtuout and tedUious roui: the words mohUU^, adopted by some 
writers, is a grose misapplication of the philosophical term, which means only/ut- 
eeptibUUy of mioHon; lastly, the word mob b fitter than either of those for giving 
riie, socording to the analogy of our tsnguei to such convsnient derivatives as (e 
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mud other writers of eminence, that einee then it ha(h been in gene- 
ral disgrace^ hardly daring to appear in good company, and neyer 
showing itself in books of any name. 

The two classes of barbarisms last mentioned, comprehending 
new words and new formations from words still current, (^end 
against use, considered both as reputable and as national. There 
^re many oth^r sorts of transgression, which might be enumerated 
here, such as vulgarisms, provincial idioms, and the cant of particular 
professions. But thes^ are more commonly ranked among the 
offences against elegance, than among the violations of grammatical 
purity, and will therefore be considered afterwards. 



tSECTION IL 

THE flOLKCISM. 



I NOW enter on the consideration of the second way by which the 
fiurity of the style is injured, the soleeism. . This is accounted by 
grammarians a much greater fauH than the former, as it displays a 
greater ignorance of the fundamental rules of the language. The 
aole aim of grammar is to convey the knowledge of the language ; 
consequently, the degree of grammatical demerit in every blunder 
can only be ascertained by the degree of deficiency in this knowledge 
which it betrays. But the aim of eloquence is quite another thing. 
The speaker or the writer doth not purpose to display his knowledge 
in the language, but only to employ the language which he speaks or 
writes, in order to the attainment of some further end. This know« ^ 'kt 4 i|| 
ledge he useth solely as the instrument or means by which he intends . 
to instruct, to please, to move, or to persuade. The degree of##ift^WU )M 
demerit, therefore, which, by the orator's account, is to be found in ^^^^^ -r 
every blunder, must be ascertained "by a very different measure* . 
Such offence i? more or less heinous, precisely in proportion as it^*^* 
proves a greater or smaller obstruction to the speaker's or writer's * 
aim. Hence it happens, that when solecisms are not very glaring, * 
when they do not darken the sense, or suggest some ridiculous idea, 
the rhetorician regards them as much more excusable, than barba- 
risms. ^ The reason is, the former is accounted solely the effect of 
negligence, the latter of affectation. Negligence in expression, often 
the consequence of a noble ardour in regard to the sentiments, is at 
the worst a venial trespass, sometimes it is even not without energy ; 
affectation is always a deadly sin against the laws of rhetoric. 

It ought also to be observed, that, in the article of solecisms, much 
greater indulgence is given to the speaker than to the writer ; and to ' ' ' 
the writer who proposeth to persuade or move, greater allowances are ' 
made, than to him who proposeth barely to instruct or please. The 
more vehemence is required by the ni^ure of the sdbjectv the leia 
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correctness is exaqfed in the manner of treating it Nay, a re- 
markable deficiency in this respect is not near so prejudicial to the 
scope of the orator, as a scrupulous accuracy, which bears in it the 
symptoms of study and art. Eschines is said to have remarked, that 
the orations of his rival and antagonist, Demosthenes, smelled of the 
lamp; thereby intimating that their style and composition were too 
elaborate. If the remark is just, it contains the greatest censure that 
ever was passed on that eminent orator. But as the intermediate 
degrees between the, two extremes are innumerable, both doubtless 
ought to be avoided. 

Grammatical inaccuracies ought to be avoided by a writer, for two 
reasons. One is, that a reader will much sooner discover them than 
a hearer, however attentive he be. The other is, as writing implies 
more leisure and greater coolness than is implied in speaking, defects 
of this kind, when discovered in the former, will be less excused 
than they would be in the latter. 

To enumerate all the kinds of solecism into which it is possible to 
fall, would be both a useless and an endless task. The transgression 
of any of the syntactic rules is a solecism ; and almost every rule 
may be transgressed in various ways. But as novices only are 
capable of failing into the most flagrant solecisms, such, I mean, as 
betray ignorance in the rudiments of the tongue, I shall leave it to 
grammarians to exemplify and class the various blunders of this sort 
which may be committed by the learner. All I propose to do at 
present is, to take notice of a few less observable, which writers of 
great name, and even of critical skill in the language, have slidden 
into through inattention ; and which, though of the nature of solecism, 
ought perhaps to bo distinguished by the softer name inaccuracy.* 

The first of this kind I shall observe is a mistake of the plural 
number for the singular, " The zeal of the seraphim breaks forth in 

• a becoming warmth of sentiments and expressions, as the character 
IfittiUyU^if^^^^^ is given us of him denotes that generous scorn and intrepidity 

• # 7which attends heroic virtue."! Cherub and seraph are two nouns in 
1$^ US iM frl^he singular number, transplanted into our language directly from the 

^^f ^/g ^ f Hebrew. In the plural we are authorized both by use and by 
# / • analogy, to say either cherubs and seraphs, according to the English 
^f^^A^j^ idiom, or cherubim and seraphim, according to the oriental. The 
^ Tormer suits better the familiar, the latter the solemn style. It is 
surprising that an author of Mr. Addison's discernment did not, in 
criticising Milton, take notice of a distinction which is everywhere 

* I am sensible, that, in what concerns the subject of this section, I have been 
in a great measure prevented by the remarks of Lowth and Priestley and some 
other critics and grammarians, who have lately favoured the world with their 
observations. Since reading their pubhcations, I have curtailed considerably 
what I prepared on this article; for though I had rarely hit upon the same 
examples, there was often a coincidence in the matter, inasmuch as the species 
of fault animadverted on was frequently the same, I have now almost entirely 
confined myself to such slips as have been overlooked by others. I say almost 
entirely; for, when any error begins to prevail, even a single additional re* 
monstrance may be of consequence : and in points in which critics are divided, 
I thought it not unreasonable to offer my opinion. 

t Spectator, JNo. 327. 
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80 carefully observed by the poet. I shall add to this remark, that, 
as the words cherubim and seraphim are plural, the terms cheruhims 
and seraphims, as expressing the plural, are quite improper. Tet 
these barbarisms occur sometimes in ' our translation of the Bible ; 
which, nevertheless, doth not once adopt the plural form cherubim 
and seraphim, to express the singular ; though one would naturally 
in^agin^, that this error must originally have given rise to the other. 

Inaccuracies are oAen found in the way wherein the degrees of ^ 
comparison are applied and construed. Some of these, I suspect, ffmMMMpmA 
have as yet escaped the aiiimadversion of all out critics. Before I w3f 
produce exanaples, it will be proper to observe, that the comparative ffm 
degree implies commonly a comparison of one thing with one other « 
thing ; the superlative, on the contrary, always implies a comparison ^Mhi/ji0H$$ 
of one thing with many others. The former, consequently, requires 
to be followed by the singular number, the latter by the plural. In 
our language, the conjunction than must be interposed between the 
things compared in the former case, the pieposition o/is always used 
in the latter. 

The following is an example of wrong construction in the com- 
parative : **This noble nation hath oj all others admitted fewer 
corruptions."^ The word fewer is here construed precisely as if it 
were the superlative. Grammatically thus : This noble nation hatd 
admitted fewer corruptions than any other,^' Sometimes indeed ^he 
comparative is rightly followed by a plural ; as in these words, He 
is wiser than we." But it cannot be construed with the preposition 
of before that to which the subject is compared. There is one case, 
and but one, wherein the aforesaid preposition is proper aAer the 
comparative, and that is, when the words following the preposition 
comprehend both sides of the comparison ; as, He is the taller man ^ 
of the two." In these words, the iwo^ are included he and the person^i^ JE%i^ 
to whom he is compared. It deserves our notice, also, that, in such 
cases, and only in such, the comparative has the definite article the 
prefixed to it, and is construed precisely as the superlative ; nay, 
both ^degrees are in such cases used indiscriminately. We say 
rightly, either •* This is the weaker of the two," or — *♦ the weakest 
of the two." If, however, we may form a judgement Trom the most 
general principles of analogy, the former is preferable, because there 
are only two things compared. 

I shall subjoin to this an inaccuracy in a comparison of equality, 
where, though the positive degree only is used, the construction must 
be similar to that of the comparative, both being followed by con- ^fMd 
junctions which govern no case. " Such notions would be avowed 
at this time by none but rosicrucians, and fanatics as mad as them."! 
Grammatically they^ the verb are being understood. 

That the particles, a< after the positive, and than after the com- 
parative, are conjunctions, and not prepositions, seems never to have m 9wf 
been questioned by any grammarian or critic before Dr. Priesdey. I ^ XTltRIt^ 
readily acknowledge, that it is use which must decide the point ; nor 
ishould I hesitate a moment in agreeing to the notion he suggests, if 
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it were ■ u pp o rted bj what could be jnstlj denomioated general and 
repolable oae* But to me h is maDifest* that both the moat Dome- 
rous and the most coosiderable authorities are on the opposite side ; 
and therefore, that those instaaces which he produceth in favour of 
that hypothesis, ought to be regarded merely as negligeoces of style, 
into which (as I sltall have occasion to observe more fully in the 
sequel) even the best writers will sometimes fall. That in the 
^ colloquial dialect, as Johnson calls it« such idioms freqoently occur, 
% «k « ^ undeniable. In conversation you will periiaps ten times oftener 
A hear people say, There's the books you wanted," than There are 
^Sl the books — • and Ton was present," when a single peison is 
^ addressed, than you were present." Yet good use is always con- 

sidered as declaring soldy for the last mode of expression in both 
WW*" ^3^3 j^i^^ argument drawn from the French usage (which, by the 
way, hath no authority in our tongue) is not at all apposite.* 

out, supposing good use were divided on the present question, I 
acknowledge that die first and second canons proposied on this sub- 
jectf would determine me to prefer the opinion of those who consider 
the aforesaid particles as conjunctions. The first directs us in 
doubtful cases to incline to that side in which there is the least danger 
of ambiguity. In order to illustrate this point, it will be necessary to 
^ observe, that the doubt is not properly stated by sajring, with Dr. 

^ « f Priestley, that the question is, whether the nominative or accusative 
i ^% ought to follow the particles than and aa ; but, whether these particles 
" are, in such particular cases, to be regarded as conjunctions or pre- 
positions. For, on either supposition, it must be admitted, that in 
certain circumstances the accusative ought to follow, and not the 
nominative. But I insist thai, as in such cases there is a difference 
^ in the sense, uniformly to consider those particles as conjunctions, is 

JSt ^^. -^the only way of removing the ambiguity. Thus I say properly, **I 
^ ^ 'esteem you more than they." I say properly also, " I esteem you 

more than them," but in a sense quite different. If than is under- 
stood as a conjunction, there can be nothing and>iguous in either 
sentence. The case of the pronoun determines at once the words to 

* The oblique cases of their personal pronoans, answering to our me, thee^ 
and him, are, m«, te, and le^ not mol, toi, and luL In ihene last we hare the in- 
definite form, which serves indifferently, as occssion requires, for either nomi- 
native or accusative, and to which there is nothing in our language that exactly 
corresponds. Thus, to express in French, ^ He and I are relations,*' we mast 
^ % say, Lui et moi, nous sommes parens/* But in English, " llim and me, we 
^Vf^ are relations.** would be insuperable. The nominative je, to, t/, are never 
used bj^ them, but when immediately adjoined to the verb, prefixed in affirming, 
or affixing in interrogating. In every other situation the indefinite form must 
m supply their place. Le Clerc thus renders a passage of Scripture, (Rev. i. 18,) 

♦* Moi qui vis pr^sentement, j'ai ktk mort." But who that understands English 
would say, " Me who live at present, I have been dead.** Let this serve also as 
* • J an answer to the plea for these vulgar, but unauthorized idioms. It i$ me, U is 
3 * % /^im, from the CVsf moi, t'est fut, of the French. I shall observe, in passing, 
that one of Priestley's quotations in support of these phrases is defensible on a 
different principle, and therefore not to his purpose. It is not me you are in 
love with.'* The me is here governed by the preposition with, " It is not with 
me you are in love." Such transpositions are irequent in our language, 
t Book IL Chap. iL SecL 1. 
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be supplied. The first is, I esteem you more than they €$ium 
«ott." The second is, I esteem you more than I esteem them." 
But this distinction is confounded, if you make ikon a preposition, 
which, as in every instance it will require the oblique case, will by 
consequence render the expression equivocal. For this reason, I 
consider that quotation from SmoUet, (who is, by the bye, the only 
authority alleged on this question,) — Tell the cardinal, that I 
understand poetry better than him," as chargeable not so much with 
inaccuracy, as with impropriety. The sense it expresseth is cleariy, 
^ I understand poetry better than I understand him." But this is not 
the sense of the author. The second canon leads directly to the same 
decision, as it teacheth us to prefer what is most agreeable to analogy. 
Now that is always most repugnant to analogy, which tends most to 
multiply exceptions. Consequently, to consider the particles em- 
ployed in this manner, of stating a comparison as conjunctions, 
(which they are universally admitted to be in every other case,) is 
more analogical, than to consider them as changing their usual de- 
nomination and character, in such instances. 

But to proceed ; incorrectness in using the superlative degree 
appears in the subsequent quotation : The vice of covetousness is 
what enters deepest into the soul of any other, An instance of the 
same fault I shall give from a writer of no small merit for harmony 
and elegance. We have a profession set apart for the purposes of 
persuasion, wherein a talent of this kind would prove the likeliest 
perhaps of any other.^*f I do not here criticise oh the word other in 
those examples, which, in my opinion^ is likewise faulty, aHer the 
superlative ; but this fault comes under another category. The error 
I mean at present to point out is, the superlative followed by the 
singular number, the deepest of any other," the likeliest of any 
odier." We should not say, the best of any man," or the best of 
any other man," for (he best of men." We may indeed say, He 
is the oldest of the family." But the word family is a collective 
noun, and equivalent to aU in the house. In like manner it may be 
said, The eyes are the worst of his face." But this expression m 
evidently deficient. The face is not the thing with which the eyes 
are compared, but contains the things with which they are compared. 
The sentence, when the ellipsis is supplied, stands thus, Of all the 
features of his face, the eyes are the worst." 

Both the expressions above censured may be corrected by substi- 
tuting the comparative in room of the superlative. The vice of 
covetuousness is what enters deeper into the soul than any other ;" 
and ^ We have a profession set apart for the purposes of persuasion, 
wherein a talent of this kind would prove Hkdier perhaps than any 
other." It is also possibTe to retain the superlative, and render the 
expression grammatical. Covetousness is what of all vices enters 

the deepest into the soul ;" and, wherein a talent of this kind 

would perhaps of aU talents prove the likeliest," 

In the following example we have a numeral adjective, which doth . 
not belong to any entire word in the sentence as its substantive, but 
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to a part of a word. The first project was to shorten discourse bj 
cutting polysyllables into one."* The term one relates to gyllabU^ a 
part of the word polysyllables. This is quite ungrammaticaJ. The 
expression is likewbe exceptionable on the score of propriety, but of 
this afterwards. 

There is an error of the same kind in the following passage from 
"Addison, My christian and surname begin and end with the same 
letters."! 'I^^e word christian is here an adjective, which hath for 
its substantive the last syllable of the word surname. The expres* 
aion is also exceptionable on the score of perspicuity, of which after* 
wards. 

Sometimes the possessive pronoun does not suit the antecedent. 
Each of the sexes," says Addison, should keep within it$ particular 
bounds, and content ihemaelve$ to exult within their respective dis- 
tricts."i Themselve$ and ihdr cannot grammatically refer to eachf 
singular. Besides the trespass here is the more glaring, that these 
pronouns are coupled with it$ referring to the same noun. 

In no part of speech do good writers more frequently fall into mis- 
takes than in the verbs. Of these I shall give some specimens out 
of a much greater number which might be collected. The first shall 
be of a wrong tense, Ye tot// not come unto me that ye might have 
life."§ In two clauses thus connected, when the first verb is in the 
present or the future, the second, which is dependent on it, cannot be 
in the past. The words, therefore, ought to have been translatedy 
that ye may have life." On the contrary, had the first verb been in 
the preterit, the second ought to have been so too. Thus, **Te 
would not come to me," or, Ye did not come to me, that ye might 
have life," is entirely grammatical. In either of these instances, to 
use the present tense would be erroneous. When the first verb is in 
the preterperfect, or the present perfect, as some call it, because it 
hath a reference both to the past and to the present, the second, I 
imagine, may be in either tense. Thus, **Ye have not come to me 
that ye mighty" — or, that ye may — have life," seem equally 
unexceptionable. 

Let it be observed, that in expressing abstract or universal truths, 
the present tense of the verb ought, according to the idiom of our 
language, and perhaps of every language, always to be employed. 
In such cases, the verb in that form has no relation to time, but serves 
merely as a copula to the two terms of the proposition. The case i» 
different with the past and the future, in which the notion of time is 
always comprehended. Yet this peculiarity in the present hatk 
jEiometimes been overlooked, even by good authors, who, when speak- 
ing of a past event which occasions the mention of some general 
truth, are led to use the same tense in enunciating the general tn|th, 
with that which had been employed in the preceding part of the 
sentence. Of this we have the following example from Swift, which 
shall serve for the second instance of inaccuracy in the verbs. ^ It 
is confidently reported, that two young gentlemen of real hopes. 
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bright witt and profound judgement, who, upon a thorough examina- 
tion of causes and effects, and by the mere force of natural abilities, 
without the least tincture of learning, have made a discovery, that 
there was no God, and generously communicating their thoughts for 
the good of the public, were some time ago, by an unparalleled 
•everity, and upon I know not what obsolete law, broke for blasphe- 
my."* Properly — •* have made a discovery that there t# no God." 

The third example shall be of a wrong mood. If thou bring 
I thy gift to the altar, and diere rtmmbtrtsi that thy brother hath aught 

against thee."! The construction of the two verbs bring and 

remtmbtrt$t ought to be the same, as they are both under the regimen 
of the same conjunction if. Yet the one is in the subjunctive mood» 
and the other in the indicative. 

The fourth instance shall be the oniission of an essential part of 
one of the complex tenses, the writer apparently referring to a part of 
the verb occurring in a former clause of the sentence, although the 
part referred to will not supply the defect, but some other part not 
produced. Of this the following is an exaniple: I shall do all I can 
to persuade others to take the same measures for their cure which I 
Aave,";|; Here we have a reference in the end to the preceding verb 
idkt. Yet, it is not the word take which will supply the sense, but 
taken. This participle, therefore, ought to have been added. 

The fiAh specimen in the verbs shall be of a faulty reference to a 
part to be mentioned. This dedication may serve for almost any 
^ book, that has^ is, or shall be published." Ha$ in this place being 
merely a part of a complex tense, means nothing without the rest of 
the tense ; yet the rest of the tense is not to be found in the sentence. 
We cannot say, any book that kas publiahed^^^ no more can we say, 
that has be published.^^ Corrected it would run thus, that has 
beeuj or shaU bepMished,^ The wprd it ought to be expunged, as 
adding nothing to the sense. 

I shall next produce a few instances of inaccuracy, which result 
from coupling words together, and assigning to them a common 
regimen, when use will not admit that they be construed in the same 
manner. The following is an example in the construction of adjec- 
tives : Will it be urged, that the four gospels are as old^ or even 
older than tradition 1 "§ The words as old and older cannot have a 
common regimen ; the one requires to be followed by the conjunc- 
tion as, the other by than. If he had said, as old as tradition, and 
even older there would have beea no error. The comparative, in 
this case, is not construed with the preceding words, but with words 
which, being ascertained by the preceding, are properly enough 
understood. 

I shall exemplify the same inaccuracy in the construction of verbs. 

It requireth few talents to which most men are not born, or at least 
may not acquire,*^ [\ Admitting that the words to tohich are rightly 
construed with the passive participle 6om, they cannot be construed 

* An Ai'gument against aboliihiag Christianity, 
t Matt Y. 23. I Gnardian, No. I. 
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with the actire verb acquire. For it ought to be noted, that the con- 
nexion between the preposition and the noun or pronoun governed by 
it is 80 intimate, that there cannot be a reference to the one wi'bout 
the other. The last clause, therefore, ought to run thus, or which 
at least they may not acquire." The repetition of the relative makes 
the insertion of the personal pronoun necessary. 

There is an error of the same kind in the sentence following: 
The court of Chancery frequently miii^aiee, and breaks the teeth 
of the common law."* What is the regimen of the active verb 
mitigates ? Regularly it ought to be, the teeth of the common /air, as 
these words make the regimen of the other active verb ArfoAr^, with 
which the former is coupled. But as this manner of construing the 
sentence would render the expression highly improper, if not non- 
sensical, it is evidently the author's view, that the verb mitigates 
should be construed with these words the common /air, which, b^ing 
in construction with the preposition oft (or, as some would call it, in 
the genitive,) cannot serve grammatically as the regimen of an active 
▼erb. 

*' Give the Whigs," says the candid dean of Saint Patrick's, " but 
power enough to insult their sovereign, engross his favours to them- 
selves, and to oppress and plunder their fellow-subjects; they 
presently grow into good humour, and good language towards the 
crown."! I do not like much grow into good humour, for growing 
good-humoured, but grow into good language is insufferable. 

I shall add to these an instance in the syntax of nouns. There 
is never wanting a set of evil instruments, who either out of mad zeal, 

private hatred, or filthy lucre^ are always ready." J We say 

properly, " a man acts out of mod zeal, or out of private hatred ;" but 
we cannot say, if we would speak English, " he acts out of filthy 
lucre.^^ He ought, therefore, to have subsiituted in the place of the 
two last words the term avarice^ or love of filthy lucre, either of which 
expressions would have been rightly construed with the preposition. 

Of the same kind nearly is the following specimen In (he govern- 
ment of a substantive ; There is one that will think herself obliged 
to double her kindness and caresses of me."§ The word kindness 
requires to be followed by either to or for, and cannot be construed 
with the preposition of. 

We often find something irregular in the management of the pre- 
positions ; for instance, in the omission of one altogether : ** He 
lamented the fatal mistake the world had been so long in using silk- 
worms."|| Another in is necessary to complete the construction, 
whether we suppose the in mentioned to belong to the preceding 
words, or to the succeeding. But as it would have sounded harshly 
to subjoin another in immediately after the former, it would have 
been better to give the sentence another turn ; as, " He lamented 
the fatal mistake in which the world had been so long, in using silk- 
worms."Tr 
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We have a similar omissiooy though not of a prepo8ition« in the 

expression following : That the .discoursing on politics shall be 
looked upon a$ dull talking on the weather."* Syntax absolutely 
requires, that tb^ sentence in this form should have another a$ 
imnnediately before the iirst. At the same time it must be owned, 
that this would render the expression very inelegant. This dilemma 
might, have been avoided by giving another turn to the concluding 

part, as thus < shall be looked upon as equally dull with talking 

on the weather." 

Of an error in a wrong choice of a preposition, these words of 
the same author will furnish an ex&mple ; ^' The greatest masters of 
critical learning di^er among one atio/Aer.'.'f Had he said, ^*difier 
among ihemselvesj^^ the expression would have been faultless. But 
the terms themselves and one another^ though frequently synonymous, 
rarely admit the same construction. We cannot say one differs 
atnong onotherJ*^ But we may say, " one differs from anoiher^^^ or 
with another ^" the former to express a difference in opinion, the 
latter a quarrel or breach^ It ought, therefore, to have been in the 
above|-cited passage, " differ from one anothe^'J^ 

I shall, only add an instance or two of inaccuracy in the conjunc- 
tions and the adverbs ; first, in the conjunctions : A petty constable 
will neither act cheerfully or wisely."^: — Properly — "act neither 
cheerfully nor wisely." Neither cannot grammatically be followed 
by or. 

An example of incorrectness in the adverbs, you have in the 
passage following : lest I should be charged for being worse than 
my word, 1 shall endeavour to satis(y my reader, by pursuing my 
method proposed ; if peradventure he can call to mind what that 
method was."§ The adverb peradventure^ expressing a degree of 
evidence or credibility, cannot regularly be construed with the hypo^ 
thetical conjunction if. It is otily to affirmations and negations, ajid 
not to bare suppositions, that all the adverbs denoting certainty, 
probability, or possibility, properly belong. 

The following passage in the common version of the Bible is 
liable to the same censure : " Micai&h said. If thou certainly return 
in peace, then hath not the Lord spoken by me."|| The translators 
in this, as in some other places, have been misled by a well- meant 
attempt to express the force of a hebraism, which in many cases 
cannot be expressed in our language. 

I shall conclude this article with a quotation from an excellent 
author, of which, indeed, it would not be easy to say in what part the 
solecism may be discovered, the whole passage being so perfectly 
solecistical. " As he that would keep his house in repair, must* 
attend every little breach or flaw, and supply it immediately, else 
time alone will bring all to ruin ; how much more th^ common acci* 

♦ FreehoWer, No. 38. t Spectator, No. 321. 

- t S%vifi»t3FreeThought«>«ic. § Shaftesbury, Vol. III. Misc. ii. Ch. 3. 

.|^2 0hFoo. xviii. 27. Saci, in his Fxench translation, hath expressed the 
sense of the original with more simplicity and propriety : Mich6e repartit, St 
vousreveaez en paix, le Siegnear n*a poiat parl6 par ma bottche." 
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rain ? He most lire in popetml fc->srr Af Ins 
bouse falling aboat bis ears ; and will find it cbeaper to throw it quite 
down, and build it again from the groond« perbape npon a new 
foundation, or at least in a new form, wbich may neitber be so aafe 
nor BO convenient as tbe old.*** It ia impossible to analyze tbis 
sentence grammatically, or to say wbetber it be one sentence or 
more. It seems, by the conjunction nt, to begin witb a comparison, 
but we bare not a single bint of tbe subject illustrated. Besides tbe 

introducing of tbe interrogation. How much more ? af^erJfe, 

which could be regularly followed only by an affirmation or negation ; 

and the incoberency of tbe next clause. He wm^Uve render it 

indeed — all of a piece. * 

So much for the solecism, of wbicb examples rolgfat be moltipfied 
almost without end. Lict those produced suffice for a specimen. It 
b acknowledged, that such negligences are not to be considered as 
blemishes of any moment in a work of genius, since those, and even 
worse, may be discovered, on a careful examination, in tbe most 
celebrated writings. It is for this reason acknowledged also, that it 
is neither candid nor judicious, to form an opinion of a book from a 
few such specks, selected perhaps from the distant parts of a large 
performance, and brought into our view at once. Tet on the other 
hand, it is certain, that an attention to these little things ought not to 
be altogether disregarded by any writer. Purity of expression bath 
but a small share of merit ; it hath, however, some share. But it 
ought especially to be remembered, that, on the account of purity, a 
considerable part of the merit discovered in the other virtues of 
elocution, to which it contributes, ought undoubtedly to be changed. 
The words of the language constitute the materials with which the 
orator must work ; the rules of the language teach him by what 
management those materials are rendered useful. And what is 
parity but the right using of the words of the language by a careful 
observance of the rules ? It is therefore justly considered as essential 
to all the other graces of expression. Hence, not only perspicuity 
and vivacity, but even elegance and animation derive a lustre. 



SECTION III. 

THE IMPROPRIETY. 

I COME now to consider the third and last class of faults against 
purity, to which I gave the name of impropriety. The barbarism is 
an offence against etymology, the solecism against syntax, the impro- 
priety against lexicography. The business of the lexicographer is to 
assign to every word of the language the precise meaning or mean- 
ings which use hath assigned to it. To do this is as really a part of 
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the grammarian's province, though commonly executed by a difierent 
hand, as etymology and syntax. The end of every grammar is to 
convey the knowledge of that language of whkh it is the grammar. 
But the knowledge of all the rules, both of derivation, under which 
inflection is included, and of construction, nay, and of all the words 
in the language^ is not the knowledge of the language. The words 
must be known, not barely as sounds, but as «igns. We must know 
to what things respectively they are appropriated. Thus, in our own 
tongue we may err egregiously against propriety, and consequently 
against purity, though all the words we employ be £nglish, and 
though they bo construed in the English idiom. The reason is evi- 
dent ; they may be misapplied ; they may be employed as signs of 
things to which use hath not affixed them. This fault may be com* 
mitted either in single words or in phrases. 



Part I. < — Impropriety in single words. 

I BKGTN with single words. As none but those who are grossly 
ignorant of our tongue can misapply the words that have no affinity 
to those whose place they are made to occupy, I shall take notice 
only of such improprieties, as by some resemblance or proximity in 
sound, or sense, or both, a writer is apt unwarily to be seduced into. 

It is by proximity in sound that several are misled to use the word 
observalion for observance^ as when they speak of the religious obser- 
vation of a festival, for the religious observance of it. Both words 
spring from the root observe^ but in different significations. When to 
observe signifies to remark^ the verbal noun is observation ; when it 
signifies to obey or to keep, the verbal is observance. 

By a similar mistake endnrance hath, been used for duration, and 
confounded with it ; whereas its proper sense is patience. It is de- 
rived* from the active verb to endure, which signifies to suffer^ and 
not from the neuter, which signifies to last. ' In the days of Queen 
Elizabeth, the word endurance was synonymous with duration, 
whereas now it is in this acceptation obsolete. Nay, even in a later 
period, about the middle of the last century, several words were used 
synonymously, which we now invariably <Kscriminate. Such are the 
terms state and estate, prdperfy and propriety, import and importance^ 
conscience and consciousness, arrant and ' errant. 

Human and humane are sometimes confounded, though the only 
authorized sense of the former is, belonging to man ; of the latter* 
kind and compassionate. Humanly is improperly put for humanely in 
these lines of Pope. 

Tho'^learn'd, \iTBlI-bred ; and tho' wdl-bred, sincere : 
Modestly bold, md hutmnly severe.* 

The abstract humanity is equally adapted to both senses. 

By an error of the same kind with the former, the adjectives 
cermonious and ceremonial are sometimes used promiscuousl/i 
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though bj the best and most general ase they are cKstinguished. 
They come from the same nouo ceremony f which sigoifies both a form 
of civilUif and re i^ious rile. The epithet expressive of the first 
signification is cerenumiow^ of the second ceremonial. 

The word construction serves as the verbal nouu of two difierenl 
verbsf to construe and to construct The first is a grammatical termt 
relating solely to the disposition of words in a sentenpe; the second 
signities to fabricate or build. The common relation in which the 
two verbs stand to the same appellative* hath misled some writers to 
confound them ; so far at least as to use improperly the word con- 
struct^ and speak of constructing, instead of construing a sentence ; 
for I have not observed the like misapplication of the other verb. 
We never hear of construing a fabric or machine. 

Academician is frequently to be found in Bolingbroke's works (or 
academic. The former denotes solely with us a member of a French 
academy, or of one established on a similar footing ; the latter a 
Platonic philosopher* one of that sect which took its denomination 
from the Grecian academy ; or more properly from the grove of 
AcademuSf where the principles of that philosophy were first incul- 
cated. 

By a like error, the words sophist and sophister are sometimes con- 
founded ; the proper sense of the former being a teacher of philo- 
9ophy in ancient Greece ; of the latter, a specious, but false reasooer. 
■ To demean one's self " has been improperly used by some writers, 
misled by the sound of the second syllable, for to debase one's self," 
or to behave meanly ;" whereas the verb to demean implies no more 
than the verb to behave. Both require an adverb, or something 
equivalent, to enable them to express whether the demeanour or 
behaviour is good or bad, noble or mean. 

JB'er, a contraction of the adverb ever^ hath, from a resemblance* 
or rather an identity in sound, been mistaken for the conjunction ere^ 
befoi:e ; and in like manner il^Sf the genitive of the pronoun ii^ for 

a contraction of it is. 
, , la the same way bad is sometimes very improperly used for bade^ 
the preterit of the verb bid^ and sate for sat^ the preterit , of <t7. The 
only proper use of the. word bad is as a synonyma for iU ; and to saU 
is the same in signification as to glut. 

The word genii bath by some writers been erroneously adopted for 
geniuses. Each is a plural of the same word genius, but in different 
senses. When genitts in the singular means a separate spirit or 
demon good or bad, the plural U gcfiii; when jit denotes mental 
abilities, or a person eminently possessed of these, the plural is 
geniuses. There are some similar instances in our tongue of difierent 
plurals belonging to the same singular in different significations. 
The word brother is one. The plural in modern language, when 
used literally for male children of the same parent or parents, is 
brothers ; when used figuratively for people of the same profession, 
nation, religion, or people considered as related by sharing jointly in 
the same human nature, is brethren. Anciently this last term was 
the only plural. 
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I shall next spedfy improprieties arising from a similitude in senses 
into which writersof considerable reputation have sometimes fallen. 
Veracity you will find, even among such, applied to things, and used 
for reoHty ; whereas, in strict propriety, the word is only applicable 
to persons, and signifies not physical, but moral truth. 

" There is no sort of joy," says Dr. Burnet,* more grateful to the 
mind of man, than that which ariseth from the invention of troth*" 
For invention he ought to have said discovery. 

Epithet hath been used corruptly to denote title or appellation ; 
whereas it only signifies some attribute expressed by an adjective. 

In the same way, verdict hath been made to usurp the place of 
testimony ; and the word risible hath of late been perverted from its 
original sense, which is capable of laughing, to denote ridiculous^ 
laughable, or Jit to be laughed at. Hence these new-fangled phrases 
risible jests and risible absurdities. The proper discrimination 
between risible and ridiculous is, that the former hath an active, the 
latter a passive signification. Thus we say, Man is a risible ani- 
mal." — "A fop is a ridiculous character." To substitute the former 
instead of the latter, and say " A fop is Birisible character," is, I sus- 
pect, no better English, than to substitute the latter instead of the 
former, and say Man is a ridiculous animal." In confirmation of 
this distinction, it may be further remarked, that the abstract nsibility, 
which analogically ought to determine the import of the concrete, is 
still limited to its original and active sense, the faculty of laughter. 
Where our language hath provided us with distinct names for the 
active verbal and the passive, as no disttnctipn is more useful for 
preventing ambiguity, so no distinction ought to be more sacredly 
observed. 

But to proceed ; ihe word together often supplies the place of 
8uccessively, sometimes awkwardly enough, as in the following sen- 
tence : *' i do not remember that I ever spoke three sentences to- 
gether in my whole life."t The resemblance which continuity in 
time bears to continuity in place is the source of this impropriety^ 
which, by the way, is become so frequent, that I am doubtful whether 
it ought to be included in the number. Yet, should this application 
generally obtain, it would, by confounding things different, oflen oc- 
casion ambiguity. If, for example, one should say Charles, William, 
and David live together in the same house," in order to denote that 
William immediately succeeded Charles, and David succeeded Wil- 
liam, every one would be sensible of the impropriety. But if such a 
use of the word be improper in one case, it is so in every case. 

By an error not unlike, the word everlasting hath been employed 
to denote time without beginning, though the only proper sense of it 
be time without end ; as in these words, •* From everlasting to ever- 
lasting thou art God."^ It may further be remarked of this term* 
that the true meaning is so strongly marked in its composition, that 
very frequent use will not be sufficient to prevent the misapplication 
from appearing awkward. I think, besides, that there is a want of 
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conrectnera ia using the word substantivelj. The proper ezpressioo 
is, From eternity to eternity thou art God.'' 

Apparent for certaiuf manifest^ (as it has been sometimes employ- 
ed by a very eminent author, the late Lord Littleton,) is often equi* 
vocal, and can hardly ever be accounted entirely proper. Both ety- 
mology and the most frequent use lead us so directly to the signifi- 
cation $eeming as opposed to rea/, or vm6/e, as opposed to concealed^ 
that at first we are always in hazard of mistaking it. For the same 
reason I do not like the phrase to make appear (though a very com- 
mon one) for to prove^ to evince^ to ghow. By the aid of sophistry a 
man may make a thing appear to be what it is not. This is very dif- 
ferent from showing what it is. 

Abundance, in the following quotation, is, I imagine, improperly 
used for a great deal, I will only mention that passage of the 
buskins, which after abundance of persuasion, you would hardly sufV 
fer to be cut from your legs."* 

The word due, in the citation subjoined, is not only improperly* 
but preposterously employed. What right the first observers of 
nature, and instructers of mankind, had to the title of sages, we can- 
not say. It was due perhaps more to the ignorance of the scholars, 
than to the knowledge of the masters."| The author hath doubtless 
adopted the word due in this place, as preferable at least to the word 
owing^ which, though an active participle, is frequently, and as some 
think inaccurately, employed in a passive sense. Thus, in order to 
avoid a latent error, if it be an error, he hath run into a palpable ab- 
surdity ; for what can be more absurd than to say, that the title of 
sages is due more to ignorance than to knowledge t It had been bet- 
ter to give the sentence another turn, and to say, It took its rise 
perhaps more from the ignorance of the scholars, than from the know- 
ledge of the masters." 

I shall add the improper use of the word surfeit in the following 
quotation from Anson's Voyage round the World : "We thought it pru- 
dent totally to abstain from fish, the few we caught at our first arrival 
having surfeited those who eat of them.";]; I should not have men- 
tioned, indeed I should not have discovered this impropriety in that 
excellent performance, which would have passed with me for an ex- 
pression somewhat indefinite, had it not been for the following passage 
in a late publication. " Several of our people were so much disorder- 
ed by eating of a very fine looking fish, which we caught here, that 
their recovery was for a long time doubtful. The author of the ac- 
count of Lord Anson's Voyage says, that the people on board the 
Centurion thought it prudent to abstain from fish, as the few which 
they caught at their first arrival surfeited those who eat of them. But 
not attending sufficiently to this caption, and too hastily taking the 
word surfeit in its literal and common acceptation, we imagined that 
those who tasted the fish, when Lord Anson first came hither, were 
made sick merely by eating too much ; whereas, if that had been the 
case, there would have been no reason for totally abstaining, but only 

♦ Swift's Examiner, No. 27. f Bolinb. PhiL Ei, il Sect. I. . 
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eating temperately. We, however, boagfat our knowledge by expe« 
rience, which we might have ha4 cheaper ; for though all our people 
who tasted this fislh eat sparingly, they were all soon afterwards 
dangerously ill."* I have given this passage entire, chiefly because 
it serves to show, both that an inaccuracy, apparently triflings may, 
by misleading the reader, be productive of very bad consequences ; 
•nd that those remarks wfatcb tend to add precision and perspicuity 
to our language, are not of so little moment as some, who have not 
duly considered the subject, would aiffect to represent them. 

To this class we may reduce the idioHsm^ or the employing of an 
English word in a sense which it bears in some provincial dialect, in 
low^nd partial us^e, or which perhaps the corresponding word bears 
in some foreign tongue, but unsupported by general use in our own 
language. An example of this we have in the word impretetkabh^ 
when it is used for impassable^ and applied to roads ; an application 
which suits the French idiom, but not the English. Of the same 
kind, are the fotlowing gallicisms of Bolingbroke : *♦ All this was 
done, at the time, on tbe occasion, and by the persons, I iniend,"f 
properly mean. When we learn the name» of complex ideas and 
notions, we should accustom the minrd to decompeutid them, ^at we 
may verify them, and so make them our own, as well as to learn to 
compound others."^ Decompound he hath used here for ancdyze^ 
misled by the meaning of the French word decomposer^ which is not 
only different from the sense of the English word, but contrary to it. 
To decompoundf is to compound of materials already compounded. 

The use made of the verb arrive in the subsequent passage is also 
exceptionable in the same way : I am a man, and cannot help feel- 
ing any sorrow that can arrive at raan."§ In English, it should be, 

happen to man."§' 

To holdr signifying fa wsCf and applied to fanguage ; fo gite tn/o-, 
signifying to adopts in the figurative sense of that word ; are other 
expressions frequently employed by tWsr authof, and of late by seve- 
ral others, which fall under the same censure. Even our celebrated 
translator of the Iliad hath not been clear of this charge. Witness 
the title he hath given to a small dissertation^ prefixed to that work. 
•*^A view,'* he calls it, *« of <A« epic pocnr," in which short title there 
are two improprieties. First, the word' poem, which always denotes 
with us, a particular performance, is here used, agreeably to the 
French idiom, for poetry in general, or the art which characterizes 
the performance } -secondly, the definite article the is employed, 
which, though it be always given to abstracts in French, is never so' 
applied in English, unless with a view to appropriate them to some 
subject. And this, by the way, renders the article with us more de- 
terminative than it is in French, or perhaps in any other tongue. || 
Accordingly, on the first hearing of the title above mentioned^ there 

♦ Byron's Voyage, Chap, xi;- t Of the State of Partieat 
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ia no English reader who would not suppote* that it were a critical 
tract oo some particular epic poem* and not oo that species of poesy. 

Another error of the same kind is the laiinim. Of this, indeed, 
the examples are not so frequent. Foppery is a sort of folly much 
more contagious than pedantry ; but as they result alike from affect* 
ation, ihey deserve alike to be proscribed. An instance of the latter 
is the word affection^ when applied to things inanimatCt and signifying 
the state of being hffecied by any cause. Another instance is the 
word integrity^ when used for entireness. But here, I think, a dis- 
tinction ought to be made between the familiar style and that of phi- 
losophical disquisition. In the latter, it will be reasonable to allow 
a greater latitude, especially in cases wherein there may bo a penury 
of proper (erms, and wherein, without such indulgence, there would 
be a necessity of recurring too often to periphrasis. But the less, 
even here, this liberty is used, it is the better. 

To these properly succeeds that sort of the vulgarism^* in which 
only a low and partial use can be pleaded in support of the applica- 
tion that is made of a particular word. Of this you have an example 
in the following quotation : 'Tis my humble request you will be 
particulpr in speaking to the following point8.^f The preposition 
ought to have been on. Precisely of Sie same stamp is the onH for 
of t/, so much used by one class of writers. The pronoun it is by a 
like idiom made sometimes to follow neuter verbs, as in the following 
passage : He is an assertor of liberty and property ; he rattles it out 
against popery and arbitrary power, and priestcraft and high church."| 

The auxiliaries should^ $hould havt^ and should 6e, are sometimes 
used in the same improper manner. I am not sensible of the elegance 
which Dr. Priestley seems to have discovered in the expression — 
•* The general report is that he should have satcl," — for *• that he said." 
It appears to me not only as an idiomatical expression, but as charge- 
able both with pleonasm, and with ambiguity. For what a man said 
is often very different from what he should have said. 

I shall finish all that I propose to offer on the idiotism, when I have 
observed that these remarks are not to be extended to the precincts 
of satire and burlesque.. There indeed a vulgar, or even what is 
called a cant expression, will sometimes be more emphatical than 
any proper term whatsoever. The satirist may plead his privilege. 
For this reason the following lines are not to be considered as falUng 
under this criticism : 

Whether the charmer sinner it, or saint it, 
If folly grows romantic, I must paint it§ 

It remains to give some instances wherein sound and sense both 
concur in misleading us. Of this the word enough is an example, 

* I say that sort of the vulgarism, because, when the word is in no acceptation 
in good use^ it is a sort that partakes of the barbarism ; but when a particular 
application of a good word is current only among the lower classes, it belongs to 
the impropriety. 
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which is frequentlj confounded with en^, and used for it. Both 
denote sufficiency, the former in quantity, or in degrees of quality, the 
latter in number. Thus we say properly, " We have courage enough, 
and ammunition enough ; but we have not men enow, 

The derivatives, falseness, falsity, falsehood, from the root false^ 
are often by mistake employed for one another, though in the best 
tis^ they are evidently distinguished. The first falseness is properly 
used in a moral sense for want of veracity, and applied only to per- 
sons t the other two are applied only to things^ Falsiiy denotes that 
quality in the abstract, which may be defined contrariety to truth. 
Falsehood is an untrue assertion. The word negligence is improper- 
ly used in the following passage : ** The negligence of this leaves us 
exposed to an uncommon levity in our usual conversation.*** He 
ought to have said neglect The former implies the habit, the latter 
denotes the act : perhaps in this case, I should say the instance ; for 
tin act of a habit of not doing, hath itself the appearance^ of impro- 
priety. 

Precisely of the same kind is the misapplication of the word con- 
science in this quotation. **The conscience of approving one's self a 
benefactor to mankind, is the noblest recompense for being so."! 
Properly, the consciousness ; the former denotes the faculty, the lat- 
ter a particular exertion. - 

This impropriety is reversed in the citation following : *• I appre- 
hend that all the sophism, which has been or can be employed, will 
not be sufficient to acquit this system at the tribunal of reason."^ 
For sophism he should have said sophistry ; this denotes fallacious 
reasoning, that only a fallacious argument. This error is of the same 
kind with f706t» for poe^r^, which was remarked above. 

Sometimes the neuter verb is mistaken fof the active. *^What 
Tully says of war may be applied to disputing; it^should be always 
«o managed, as to remember, that the only end of it is peace."§ 
■Properly, remind tis. 

Sometimes, again, the active verb is mistaken for the neuter. " I 
may say, without vanity, that there is not a gentleman in £ngland 
better read in tomb-stones than myself, my studies having laid very 
much in church-yards." || Propel-ly, lienor lain. The active verb 
lay, for the neuter lie, is frequently to be met with in some very 
modern compositions, as to give room for suspecting that it is an 
idiom of the cockney language, or of some provincial dialect. In 
that case it might have been classed under the idiotism. 

Perhaps under the same predicament ought also to be ranked the 
word plenty, used adjectively for plentiful, which indeed appears to 
me so^ gross a vulgarism, that I should not have thought it worthy 
a place here, if I had not sometimes found it in works of considera- 
ble merit. The relative tohom, in the following quotation, is impro- 
perly used for which, the former always regarding persons, the latter 
always things. The exercise of reason appears as little in them. 
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as ia the beaste thej semetines hHQt, «id hf uh^nn ihay are seme- 

times hunted."* 

I shall add but two inttaoces more ofimpreprietj in single wordst 
instances which Lhave reserved for this place, as being somewhat 
peculiar, and therefore not strictly reducible to anj of the classes 
above mentioned ; instances, too, from authors of such eminence in 
respect of style, as may fully convince us, if we are not already con- 
'vinced, that infallibility is not more attainable here than in other aiw 
tides. As I firmly believe the divine precept^ delivered by the 
Author of Christianity, there is not a tparrmo faU$ to the grow^ 
vfithaui my Father^ and caanot admit the agency of chance in the go- 
vernment of the world, I must necessarily refer every event to one 
icause, as well the <langer as the escape, as well the sufferings as the 
enjoyments of life."t There is very Kttle affinity, either in sense or 
in sound, between precept and doctrine ; and nothing but an oscitan- 
cy, from which no writer whatever is uniformly exempted, can oc- 
count for so odd a misapplication of a familiar term. The words in 
^^onnexion might have shown the error. It is the doctrtfiM of our re- 
ligion ihat we are squired to believe, and the precepts that we are re- 
•quired to obey. The other example is, ^ Their success may be com- 
4>ared to that of a certain prince, who placed, it is said, cats, and other 
animals, adored by the Egyptians, in the front of his army, when he 
invaded that people. A reverence for these phantonu made the 
Ecryptiaas lay down their arms, and become an easy conquest."]; 
What the author here intended say, it is hard to conjecture ; but 
iit is unquestionable, that in oo sense whatever can cats and other ani-> 
xnals be called phantoms. 

I shall now, before I proceed to consider impropriety as it appears 
in phrases, make a few reflections on those principles which most 
frequently betray authors into such misapplications in the use of sin- 
gle words. As 4.0 that which hath been denominated the vtdgarism^ 
its genuine source seems te be the aflfectation of an easy, familiar, 
and careless manner. The writers who abound in this idiom gene- 
xally imagine, that their style must appear the more natural, the less 
pains they bestow upon it. Addison hath exactly hit their notion of 
easy writing. " It is," says he, " what any man may easily write." 
But these people^ it would seem, need to be informed, that ease is 
-one thing, and carelessness is another ; nay, that these two are so 
widely different, that the former is most commonly the result of the 
greatest care. It is like ease in motion, which, though originally the 
effect of discipline, when once it hath become habitual, has a more 
simple and more natural appearance than is to be observed in angr 
manner which untutored Nature can .produce. This sentiment ia 
well expressed by the poet : 

But ease in writing flows from art, not chance ; 
As those move easiest who have learned .to daiice.§ 

* B6blirib.'Ph, Es. ii. Sect. 2. 

tGeneral Introduction to the Accoant of the Voyages of Commodore Byrsa, 
Sic, by Hawkesworth. 

} Boliob. Ph. Es. iv. Sect X, j Pop^s Imitationa. 
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True ease in composittODi accompanied with purity, differs as much 
from that homely manner which affects the familiarity of low phrases 
«nd vulgar idioms, as the appearance of a woman that is plainly but 
neatly dressed differs from that of a slattern. But this affectation is 
to be considered as the spring of one species of impropriety only. 

All the rest, unless when chargeable on inadvertency, as they 
eonetimes doubtless are, seem iwturally 4o flow from one or other 
<of these two sources, which are almost diametrically opposite to the 
former. One is, the love of novelty ; the other, a foo^dness for va- 
riety. The former^ when excessive, tends directly to misguide us, 
by making us disdain Ihe 4»eaten track, for no other reason but 
because it is 4he beaten track. The idea of vulgarity in the ima- 
ginations ^f those who are affected by this principle is connect- 
ed with every thing that is conceived as -customary. The genu- 
ine issue of this extreme, much worse, I acknowledge, than the 
former, is not only improprieties, but even absurdities, and fustian, 
and bombast. The latter, to wit, a fondness for variety, produceth 
often the same effect, though more indirectly. It begets an immo- 
derate dread of becoming tedious, by repeating too frequently the 
same sound. In order to avoid this, a writer resolves at any rate to 
diversify his style, let it cost what it will. And, indeed, this fancied 
excellence usually costs more than it is worth. • Very often propriety 
Jtnd perspicuity both are Jiacrificed <to it 

It is justly observed by Abb^ Girard,* that when a performance 
grows dull through an .excees of uniformity, it is not-so nHJch because 
the ear is tired by the frequent repetition of the same sound, as be- 
cause the mind is fatigued by the frequent recurrence of the same 
idea* If, therefore, there be a remarkable paucity of ideas, a diver- 
sity of words will not answer the purpose, or give to the work the 
agreeable appearance of variety. On the contrary, when an author 
is at great pains to vary his expressions, and for this purpose even 
deseists the common road, he will, to an intelligent reader, but the 
more expose his poverty, the more he is solicitous to conceal it. 
And, indeed, what cblq more effectually betray a penury of words, 
than to be always recurring to such as custom hath appropriated to 
purposes different from those for which we use them ? Would the 
glitter of jewels which we know to be stolen, produce an opinion of 
ithe wearer's afHuence ? And must not such alienations of words, if 
I may be allowed the metaphor, awaken a suspicion of some original 
defects which have given occasion to them 1 We should hardly say 
4hat a house were richly furnished, I am sure we could not say that 
it were well furnished, where we found a superfluity of utensils for 
answering some purposes, «ndJB total want of those adapted to other 
purposes not less necessary and impoctant. We should think, on 
the contrary, that there were much greater appearance both of opu- 
lence and taste, where, though there were little or nothing superflu- 
ous, no vessel or piece of furniture useful in a family were wanting. 
When one is obliged to make some utensil supply purposes to which 
Aey were not originally destined ; when, for instance, the copper 
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pot boils milk, h^ts porridge, hokto small beer, and, in case of ne- 
cessity, serves for ajorden there are always, it must be confessed, 
the strongest indications of indigence. On the contrary, when every 
real use hath some instrument or utensil adapted to it, there is the 
appearance, if not of profusion, of wtoit is much more valuable, 
plenty. 

In a language there may be great redundancies, and, at the same 
time, great defects. It is infinitely less important to have a number 
of synonymous words, which are even sometimes cumbersome, than 
to have very few that can be called homonymous, and, consequently, 
to have all the diiTerences which there are in things, as much as pos^ 
sible, marked by corresponding differences in their signs. That this 
should be perfectly attained, I own is impossible. The varieties in 
things are infinite, whereas the richest language hath its limits. In- 
deed, the more a people improve in taste and knowledge, they come 
the more, though by imperceptible degrees, to make distinctions in 
the application of words which were used promiscuously before. 
And it is by thus marking the delicate difierences of things, which in 
a ruder state they overlooked, more than by any other means, that 
their language is refined and polished. Hence it acquires precision, 
perspicuity, vivacity, energy. It would be no difficult task to evince, as 
partly it may be colle<?ted from what hath been observed already, that 
our own language hath from this source received greater improvements 
in the course of the last century and of the present, than from the ac- 
cession of new words, or perhaps from any other cause. Nothing 
then, surely, can serve more to corrupt it, than to overturn the bar- 
riers use hath erected, by confounding words as synonymous, to 
which distinct significations have been assigned. This conduct is 
as bad policy with regard to style, as it would be with regard to land, 
to convert a great part of the property into a common. On the con- 
trary, as it conduceth to the advancement of agriculture, and to the 
increase of the annual produce of a country, to divide the commons, 
and turn them into property, a similar conduct, in the appropriation 
of words, renders a language more useful and expressive. 



Part II. — Impropriety in Phrases, 

I COMB now to consider the improprieties which occur in phrases. 
The first of this kind of which I shall take notice is, when the ex- 
pression, on being grammatically analyzed, is discovered to contain 
some inconsistency. Such is the phrase of all others after the su- 
peHative, common with many English writers. Interpreted by the 
rules of syntax, it implies that a thing is different from itself Take 
these words for an example, " It celebrates the church of England, 
as the most perfect of all others.^^'f — Properly, either — " as more 
perfect than any other," or — " as the most perfect of all churches.** 

* Swift 

t Swift's Apology for the Tale of a Tub. 
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This is precisely the same sort of impropriety into which Milton hath 
fallen in these words, 

— Adam, 

The comeliest man of meii) since 60971 

His sons. The fairest of her daughters Eve,* 

And in these, 

The loreliest pair 
That ever since in love*8 embraces met.f 

Use, indeed, may be pleaded for such expressions, which, it must be 
acknowledged, use hath rendered intelligible. But still the general 
laws of the language, which constitute the most extensive and im- 
portant use, may be pleaded against them. Now, it is one principal 
method of purifying a language, to lay aside such idioms as are in- ' 
consistent with its radical principleaf and constituent rule ; or as, 
when interpreted by such principles and rules, exhibit manifest non- 
sense. Nor does the least inconvenience result from this conduct, 
as we can be at no loss to find expressions of our meaning, altogether 
as natural, and entirely unexceptionable. 

Sometimes, indeed, through mere inattention, slips of this kind are 
committed, as in the following instance : I do not reckon that we 
want a genius more than the rest of our neighbours."^ The impro- 
priety here is corrected by omitting the words in italics. 

Another oversight, of much the same kind, and by the same au- 
thor, we have in the following passage : " I had like to have gotten 
one or two broken heads for my impertinence. This unavoidably 
suggests the question. How many heads was ne possessed of? — 
Properly, I was once or twice like to have gotten my head 
broken." 

Another from the same work, being a passage formerly quoted for 
another purpose, is this, " The first project was to shorten discourse 
by cutting polysillables into one."|| One thing may be cut into two 
or more ; but it is inconceivable that, by cutting, two or more things 
should be made one. 

Another, still from the same hand, " I solemnly declare, that I 
have not wilfully committed the least misiake.^^^ The words used 
here are incompatible. A wrong wilfully committed is no mistake. 

Addison hath fallen into an inaccuracy of the same kind, in the 
following lines : 

So the pure limpid stream, when fiid with stains 
Of rushing torrents and descending rains.'*'* 

A stream may doubtless be at one time limpid, and at another foul* 

* Paradise Lost. f lb. B. IV. 

I Swift's Proposal for ascertaining the English Tongue. 
§ Voyage to Brobdignag. || Voyage to Laputa. 

, ir Remarks on the Barrier Treaty. ♦* Cato. 
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which is ail ttat the author meant ; but we canhot properly call it 
a /Hire limpid stream, when it is foul tDiih$iain$* So much for those 
improprieties which involve in them some absurdity. 

I shall next illustrate those by which an author is made to say one 
thing when he means another. Of this kind I shall produce only 
one example at present, as I shall have oceasioii aAerwards of con* 
siderin^ the same fault under the article of perspicuity. 1 will ii^ 
stance in one opiniour which I look upon every man obliged in con- 
science to quit, or in prudence to conceal ; I mean, that whoever 
argues in defence of absolute power in a single persoor though he of*' 
fers the old plausible plea, Uiat it is his opinion, which he cannot 
help, ualess he be convinced, ought, in all free states, to be treated 
as the common' enemy of mankind."* From the scope of the dis- 
course it is evident he means, that whoever hath it for his opinionr 
that a single person is entitled to absolute authority, ought to quit or 
conceal that opinion : because, otherwise, he will, in a free state, de- 
serve to be treated as a common enemy. Whereas, if he says any 
thing, he says, that whoever Ihinke that the advocatea for absolute 
power ought to be treated as common enemiesr is obliged to quit or 
conceal that opinion v a sentiment very different from the former. 

The only species of impropriety that remains to be exempKfied, is 
that wherein there appears some slight incongruity in the combina- 
tion of the words, as in the quotations following : When you fair 
into a man^3 conversatioth the first thing you should consider is, 

."I Properly, ** fall into conversation ioilh a man." •* I 

wish, sir, you would animadvert frequently on the false taste the iovm 
is tri, with relation to plays as well as operas. "| Properly^ the 
false taste of the (otrn." 

The presence of the Deity, and the care such an august cause is< 
to be supposed to take about any action."§ The impropriety here is 
best corrected by substituting the word 6etng in the place of cause f 
for though there be nothing improper in ealltng the Deity an august 
Cause, the author hath very improperly connected with this appella^ 
tive some word totally unsuitable ; for who ever beard of a cause tak* 
ing care about an action I 

I shall produce but one other instance. Neither implies that 
there are virtuous habits and accomplishments already aitained by 
the possessor, but they certainly show an unprejudiced capacity to* 
wards them>"|| In the first clause of this sentence, there is a gross 
inconsistency ; we are informed of habits and accomplishments that 
are possessed, but not attained ; in the second clause there is a doublis 
impropriety : the participial adjective is not suited to the substantive 
with which it is construed; nor is the subsequent preposition ex- 
pressive of the sense. Supposing, then, that the word possessor haih 
been used inadvertently for person, or some other general term, the- 
sense may be exhibited thus : ^ Neither implies thair there are virtue 
ous habits and accomplishments already attained by this person ; but 



* Sentiments of a Church of Eng^land Mao.- 

t Spectator No. 49. J lb. No. 82. 

§ Pope's View of the Epic Poem. |f Guardmn No. 34U 
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thej certainly show that his mind is not prejudiced against thenitand 
that it hath a capacity of attaining them/' 

Under this head I might , consider that impropriety which results 
from the use of metaphors, or other tropes, wherein the similitude to 
the subject, or connexion with it, is too remote ; also, that which results 
from the construction of words with any trope, which are not appli- 
cable in the literal sense. The former errs chiefly against vivacity, 
the latter against elegance. Of the one, therefore, I shall have oc- 
casion to speak, when I consider the calaehre8i$^ of the other when I 
treat o£ mixed metaphor* 

I have now finished what was intended on the subject of gramma- 
tical purity ; the first, and, in some respect, the most essential of all 
the virtues of elocution. I have illustrated the three difierent ways 
in which it may be violated ; the barbarism^ when the words employ* 
«d are not English ; the solecism^ when the construction is not Eng- 
lish ; the impropriety^ when the meaning in which any English word 
or phrase is used, by a writer or speaker, is not the s^nse which good 
use bath assigned to it . 
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CHAPTER IT. 

80MK ORAMMATICAt DOUBTS Iff BBOARD TO KNGLISH COB8TRU0- 
TION 8TATKD AND BXAMIBBD. 

Beforb I dismiss this article altof^ether, it will not be amiss to 
consider a little some dubious points in constructioDy on which our 
critics appear not to be agreed. 

One of the most eminent of them makes this remark upon the 
neuter verbs : A neuter verb cannot become a passive. In a oeu* 
ter verb the agent and the object are the same* and cannot be sepa* 
rated even in imagination ; as in the examples to Bleep, to walk ; but 
when the verb is passive, one thing is acted upon bj another, really 
or by supposition different from it."* To this is subjoined in the 
margin the following note : That some neuter verbs take a passive 
form, but without a passive signification, has been observed above. 
Here we speak of their becoming both in form and signification pas- 
sive, and shall endeavour further to illustrate the rule by example. 
To split J like many other English verbs, hath both an active and a 
neuter signification ; according to the former we say. The force of 
gunpowder split the rock ; according to the latter, the ship split upon 
the rock : — aud converting the verb active into a passive, we may 
say, The rock was split by the force of gunpowder ; or, the ship was 
split upon the rock. But we cannot say with any propriety, turning 
the verb neuter into a passive. The rock vms split upon by the ship." 

This author's reasoning, so far as concerns verbs properly neuter, 
is so manifestly just, that it commands a full assent from every one 
that understands it. I differ from him only in regard to the applica- 
tion. In my apprehension, what may grammatically be named the 
neuter verbs, are not near so numerous in our tongue as he imagines. 
I do not enter into the difference between verbs absohitely neuter, 
and intransitively active. I concur with him in thinking, that this 
distinction holds more of metaphysics than of grammar. But by 
verbs grammatically neuter, I mean such as are not followed either 
by an accusative, or by a preposition and a noun : for I take this to 
be the only grammatical criterion with us. Of this kind is the sim- 
ple and primitive verb to laugh ; accordingly, to say, he was laughed, 
would be repugnant alike to grammar and to sense. But give this 
verb a regimen, and say, To laugh at, and you alter its nature, by 
adding to its signification. It were an abuse of words to call this a 
neuter, being as truly a compound active verb in English, as deridere 
is in Latin, to which it exactly corresponds in meaning. Nor doth it 
make any odds that the preposition in the one language precedes the 
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verb, and is conjoined with it, and in the other follows it, and is de- 
tached from it. The real union is the same in both. Accordingly 
he wcu laughed at is as evidently good English, as derisusfuit is good 
Latin. 

Let U9 hear this author himself, who, speaking of verbs compound* 
ed with a preposition, says expressly, " in English the preposition is 
more frequently placed after the verb, and separate from it, like an 
adverb ; in which situation it is no less apt to.aifect the sense of it, 
and to give it a new meaning ; and may still be considered as be* 
longing to the verb, and a part of it. As, to cast is to throw ; but to 
east ttp, or to compute, an account, is quite a difierent thing : thus, 
to fall on, to bear ou/, to give over, &c." Innumerable examples 
might be produced, to show that such verbs have been always used 
as active or transitive compounds, call them which you please, and 
therefore as properly susceptible of the passive voice. I shall pro- 
duce only one authority, which, I am persuaded, the intelligent reader 
will admit to be a good one. It is no other than this ingenious critic 
himself, and the passage of his which I have in view will be found in 
the very quotation above made. " When the verb is passive, one 
thij^; is acted upon by another." Here the verb to act upon is un- 
doybtedly neuter, if the verb to split upon be neuter in the expression 
censured ; and, conversely, the verb to split upon is undoubtedly ac- 
tive, if the verb to act upon be active in the passage quoted. Nor 
can any thing be more similar than th^ Construction : One thing 
is acted upon by another." The rock is split upon by the ship. 

After all, I am sensible that the latter expression is liable to an ex- 
ception, which cannot be made against the former. I therefore agree 
with the author in condemning it, but not in the reason of pronoun- 
cing this sentence. The only reason that weighs with me is this : 
The active sense of the simple verb to splits and the sense of the 
compound to split t^pon, are, in such a phrase as that above mention- 
ed, apt to be confounded. Nay, what is more, the false sense is that 
which is first suggested to the mind,, as if the rock and not the ship 
had been split. And though the subsecjuent words remove the am- 
biguity, yet the very hesitancy which it occasions renders the ex- 
pression justly chargeable, though not with solecism, with what is 
perhaps worse, obscurity and inelegance. 

That we may be satisfied, that this and no other is the genuine 
cause of censure, let us borrow an example from some verb, which 
in the simple form is properly uni vocal. To smile is such a verb, 
being a neuter, which, in its primitive and uncompounded state, never 
receives an active signification ; but to smile on is with us, according 
to the definition given above, a compound active verb, just as arrt- 
Jere* (to which it corresponds alike in etymology and meaning) is 
in Latin. Accordingly, we cannot say, he was smiled, in any sense. 
But to say, he was smtled on, as in the following example, He was 

* I know that the verb arideo is accounted neuter by Latin lexicographers. 
The reason lies not in the signification of the word, bat purely in the circum- 
•tance, that it governs the dative and not the accusative. jBut with this distinc- 
tion we have no concern. That it is active in its import it evident trom this, 
that it it used by good authors in the passive. 
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$miUd on by fortune in every stage of life,** is entirely unexceptiona- 
ble. Tet the only difference between this and the phmse above cri- 
ticised ariseth hence, that there is something ambiguous in the first 
appearance of the one, which is not to be found in the other. And* 
indeed, when the simple and primitive verb has both an active signi- 
fication and a neuter, (as is the case with the verb splits) such an am- 
biguous appearance of the coikipound in the passive is an invariable 
consequence. 

I shall observe further, in order to prevent mistakes on this sub- 
ject, that there are also in our language compound neuter, as well as 
compound active verbs* Such are, to go up^ to come down^ to faU 
out. These properly have no passive voice ; and though some of 
them admit a passive form, it is without a passive signification* 
Thus, he U gone up, and he has gone vp, are nearly of the same im- 
port Now the only distinction in English between the active com- 
pound and the neuter compound is this ; the preposition in the former, 
or more properly the compound verb itself, hath a regimen ; in the 
latter it hath none. Indeed, these last may be further compounded, 
by the addition of a preposition with a noun, in which case they also 
become active or transitive verbs : as in these instances, He went 
up to her;" She fell out with them." Consequently, in giving a 
passive voice to these, there is no solecism. We may say, She 
was gone up to by him ;" " They were fallm out mth by her." But 
it must be owned, that the passive form, in this kind of decomposite 
verbs, ought always to be avoided as inelegant, if not obscure. By 
bringing three prepositions thus together, one inevitably creates a cer- 
tain confusion of thought ; and it is not till after some painful atten- 
tion, that the «. reader discovers two of the prepositions to belong to 
the preceding verb, and the third to the succeeding noun. The prin- 
cipal scope of the foregoing observations on the passage quoted from 
Dr. Lowth is, to point out the only characteristical distinction be- 
tween verbs neuter and verbs active, which obtains in our language. 

To these I shall subjoin a few things, which may serve for ascer- 
taining another distinction in regard to verbs. When a verb is used 
impersonally, it ought undoubtedly to be in the singular number, 
whether the neuter pronoun be expressed or understood ; and when 
no nominative in the sentence can regularly be construed with the 
verb, it ought to be considered as impersonal. For this reason, ana- 
logy as well as usage favour this mode of expression, The condi- 
tions of the agreement were as follows ;" and not cw follow. A few 
late writers have inconsiderately adopted this last form through a 
mistake of the construction. For the same reason we ought to say, 

I shall consider his censures so far only as concerns my friend's 
conduct and not " so far as concem.^^ It is manifest that the word 
conditions in the first case, and censures in the second, cannot serve 
as nominatives. If we give either sentence another turn, and instead 
of as, say such as, the verb is no longer impersonal. The pronoun 
such is the nominative, whose number is determined by its antece- 
dent. Thus we must say, " They were such as follow," ■ ■ such 
of his censures only as concern my friend." In this I entirely con* 
cur with a late anonymous remarker on the language. 
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I shall only add on this subject, that the use of impersonal verbs 
was much more frequent with us formerly than it is now. Thus, it 
plea9eth me, it grieveth me, it repenieih me, were a sort of imperso* 
nals, for which we should now say, I please^ 1 grieve^ I repent Me- 
thinks and methaught at present, as meseemeth and meseemed ancient- 
ly, are, as Johnson justly supposes, remains of the same practice.* 
It would not be easy to conjecture what hath misled some writers so 
far as to make them adopt the uncouth term tnethoughts, in conteftipt 
alike of usage and of analogy, and even without any colourable pre- 
text that I can think of, for thoughts is no part of the verb at all. 

I shall now consider another suspected idiom in English, which is 
the indefinite use sometimes made of the pronoun t7, when applied 
in the several ways following : first, to persons as well as to things ; 
second, to the first person and the second, as well as to the third ; 
and thirdly, to a plural as well as to a singular. Concerning the 
second application and the third. Dr. Johnson says in his Dictionary, 

This mode of speech, though used by good authors, and supported 
by the il y a of the French, has yet an appearance of barbarism." 
Dr. Lowth doubts only of the third application. "The phrase,*' says 
he, " which occurs in the following examples, though pretty common, 
and authorized by custom, yet seems to be somewhat defective in the 
same way." He had been specifying inaccuracies arising from dis- 
agreement in number. The examples alluded to are, 

'7^ these thKi early taint the female eoul.f 

*Tis they that give the great Atrides* spoils ; 
*Tt8 they that still renew Ulysses' toils4 

Who was't came by ? 

^Tis tv)o or three, my Lord, that bring you word, 
Macduff is fled to £ngland.§ 

Against the first application, to persons as well as to things, nei- 
ther of these critics seems to have any objection ; and it must be 
owned, that they express themselves rather skeptically than dogma- 
tically about the other two. Yet, in my judgement, if one be cen- 
surable, they all are censurable ; and if one be proper, they all are 
proper. The distinction of genders, especially with us, is as essen- 
tial as the distinction of persons or that of numbers. I say, especially 
with us, because, though the circumstances be few wherein the gen- 
der can be marked, yet, in those few, our language, perhaps more 
than any other tongue, follows the dictates of pure Nature. The 
masculine pronoun he it applies always to males, or at least to per- 
sons (God and angels, for example) who in respect of dignity are 
conceived as males ; the feminine she to females ; and, unless where 
the style is figurative, the neuter it to things either not susceptible of 
sex, or in which the sex is unknown. Besides, if we have recourse 
to the Latin syntax, the genuine source of most of our grammatical 

* The similar use of impersonal verbs, and the U me aemble of the French, 
render this hypothesis still more probable, 
t Pope. I Prior. § Shakspeare. 
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■orupleif W6 shtll find there ui equal repugoaacj to all the appliea- 
tioQS above rehearsed.* 

Butf to clear up this matter as much as possible, I shall recur to 
some remarks of the last mentiooed critic^ concerniiig the significa- 
tioos and the uses of the neuter it. The prooouo t/," he tells us« 

is sometimes employed to express ; firsts the subject of any inquiry 
or discourse; secondly, the state or condition of any thing or per- 
son: thirdly, the thing, whatever it be, that is the cause of any eflect 
or event, or any person considered merely as a cause, without regard 
to proper personality." In illustration of the third use, he quotes 
these words. 

You heard her say herself, «l was not /— 
/ that kUrd her .f 

The observations of this author coDceroing the neuter pronoun are, 
as far as they go, unexceptionable. He ought to have added to the 
word perBonmtty^ in the third use, the words gender or number. The 
example which he hath given shows that there is no more regard to 
gender than to personediiy ; and that there ought to be no more re- 
gard to number than to either of the former, may be evinced from the 
considerations following. 

When a personal pronoun must be used indefinitely, as in asking 
a question whereof the subject is unknown, there is a necessity of 
using one person for all the persons, one gender for all the genders, 
and one number for both numbers. Now in English, custom hath 
consigned to this indefinite use, the third person, the neuter gender, 
and the singular number. Accordingly, in asking a question, nobody 
censures this use of the pronoun, as in the interrogation, l^^o is it ? 
Tet by the answer it may be found to be /, or he, one or many. But 
whatever be the answer, if the question be proper, it is proper to be- 
gin the answer by expressing the subject of inquiry in the same inde- 
finite manner wherein it was expressed in the question. The words 
it is are consequently pertinent here, whatever be the words which 
ought to follow, whether / or he, we or they.'l Nay, this way of be- 
ginning the answer by the same indefinite expression of the subject 
that was used in the question, is the only method authorized in the 
language, for connecting these two together, and showing that what 
is asserted is an answer to the question asked. And if there be no- 
thing faulty in the expression, when it is an answer to a question 
actually proposed, there can be no fault in it, where no question is 
proposed. For every answer, that is not a bare assent or denial, 
ought, independently of the question, to contain a proposition gram- 
matically enunciated ; and every affirmation or negation ought to be 
so enunciated, as that it might be an answer to a question. Thus by 
a very simple sorites it can be proved, that if the pronoun it naay be 
used indefinitely in one case, it may in every case» Nor is it possi- 

* In Latin id fuU iUe would be as gross a solecism, as id fuit egOy or id fuU 
vos. 

f Shakspeare. 

t In this observation I find I have the fconcurrence of Dr. Priestley. 



CHAP. IV.] 



Ol^ RHETORIC. 



207 



ble to conceive even the shadow of a reason^ why one number may 
not as well serve indefinitely for both numbers as one person for all 
the persons, and one gender for all the genders. 

That which hath made more writers scrupulous about the first of 
these applications than about the other two, is, I imagine, the appear- 
ance not of the pronoun, but of the substantive terb in the singular 
adjoined to some term in the plural. In order to avoid this supposed 
incongruity, the translators of the Bible have in one place stumbled 
on a very uncouth expression. Search the scriptures, for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life ; and they are they which testify of me."* 
In the other applications they have not hesitated to use the indefinite 
pronoun t7, as in this expression i^^Itis /, be not afraid."! 
phrase they are they in the first quotation, adopted to prevent the in- 
congruous adjunction of the verb in the singular, and the subsequent 
noun or pronoun in the plural, is, I suspect, no better English, than 
the phrase I am I would have been in the second, by which they 
might have prevented the adjunction not less incongruous of the third 
person of the verb to the first persona] pronoun. If there be any dif- 
ference in respect of congruity, the former is the less incongruous of 
the two. The latter never occurs, but in such passages as those 
above quoted ; whereas nothing is commoner than to use the sub- 
stantive verb as a copula to two nouns difiering in number ; in which 
case it generally agrees with the first; His meat was locusts and 
wild honey," J is a sentence which I believe nobody ever suspected to 
be Ungrammatical. Now as every noun may be represented by a 
pronoun, what is grammatical in those, must, by parity of reason, be 
grammatical in these also. Had the question been put, What was 
his meat 1" the answer had undoubtedly been proper, It was locusts 
and wild honey." And this is another argument which in my appre- 
hension is decisive. 

But this comes," as Dr. Lowth expresseth himself in a similar 
ease, of forcing the English under the rules of a foreign language, 
with which it has little concern."§ A convenient mode of speech 
which custom hath established, and for which there is pretty frequent 
occasion, ought not to be hastily given up, especially when the lan- 
guage doth not furnish us with another equally simple and easy to 
supply its place. I should not have entered so minutely into the de- 
fence of a practice sufiiciently authorized by use, but in order, if pos- 
sible to satisfy those critics, who, though both ingenious and acute, are 

• John V. 39. fMatt. xiv. 27. J Matt. iii. 4. 

§ The English hath little or no affinity in structure, either to the Latin or to 
the Grreek. It much more resembles the modern European languages, especially 
the French. Accordingly we find in it an idiom very similar to that which hath 
been considered above. I do not mean the ilya, because the a is part of an act- 
ive verb, and the words that follow in the sentence are its regimen ; consequent- 
ly no agreement in person and number is required, fiut the idiom to which I 
allude is the il est, as used in the following sentence, " 11 ett iet einimau» qui seM- 
blent reduits au toucher : Um est qui aemhlmt participer a ndtre intelligeDce."' 
Contemplation de la Nature par Bounet. I am too zealous an advocate for Eng- 
lish independency, to look on this argument as conclusive. But I think it mors 
than a sufficient counterpoise to all £at can be pleaded on the other tide from 
the tynULK of the leamea langaages. 
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apt to be rattier more ecnipttloua oo tke article of language, than tlie 
nature of the subject will admit. In every tongue there are real ano« 
maliee which have obtained the aanction of custom; for this at most 
hath been reckoned only dubious. There are particularly some in 
our own, which have never, as fiir as I know, been excepted against 
by any writer, and which, nevertheless, it is much more difficult to 
reconcile to the syntactic order, than that which I have been now de* 
fending. An example of this is the use of the indefinite article, 
which is naturally singular, before adjectives expressive of number, 
and joined with substantives in the plural. Such are the phrases fol- 
lowing, a few persons^ a great many men, a hundred or a thousand 
$hip8. 

There is another point, on which, as both the practice of writers, 
and the judgement of critics, seemed to be divided, it may not be im- 
proper to make a few remarks. It is the way of using the infinitive 
after a verb in the preterit. Some will have it that the verb governed 
ought to be in the past, as well as the verb governing ; and others 
tiiat the infinitive, ought to be in what is called the present, but what 
is in fact indefinite in regard to time. I do not think that on either 
side the different cases have been dbtinguished with suflicient accu- 
racy. A very little attention will, I hope, enable us to unravel the 
difficulty entirely. 

Let us begin with the simplest case, the infinitive afler the present 
of the indicative. When the infinitive is expressive of what is con- 
ceived to be either future in regard to the verb in the present, or con- 
temporary, the infinitive ought to be in the present* Thus, I intend 
to write to my father to-morrow." " He teems to be a man of let- 
ters." In the first example the verb to im/e, expresses what is fu- 
ture in respect of the verb intend. In the second the verb to be ex- 
presses what is equally -present with the verb teen»« About the pro- 
priety of such expressions there is no doubt. Again, if the infinitive 
after the verb in the present, be intended to express what must have 
been antecedent to that which is expressed by the governing verb, 
the infinitive must be in the preterperfect, even though the other verb 
be in the present. Thus, From his conversation he appears to ha/oe 
studied Homer with great care and judgement." To use the pre- 
sent in this case, and say, He appears to study Homer" would 

overturn the sense. 

The same rule must be followed when the governing verb is in the 
preterit; for let it be observed, that it is the tense of the governing 
verb only that marks the absolute time ; the tense of the verb go- 
verned marks solely its relative time with respect to the other. Thus 
I should say, I always intended to write to my father, though I have 
not yet done it." " He seemed to be a man of letters." *♦ From a 
conversation I once had with him, he appeared to have studied Ho- 
mer with great care and judgement." Propriety plainly requires, 
that in the two first instances the infinitive should be in the present 
tense, and in the third instance, in the preterit. 

Priestley has not expressed himself on this subject with precision. 
I found him better than I expected to find Am, is the only prefer ana- 
logical expression. Expected to have found Mm, is irreconcilable 
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alike to grammar and to sense. Indeed all yerbs expresaiye of hope« 
desire, intention, or command, must inyariably be followed bj the 
present and not the perfect of the infinitive. Every body would per- 
ceive an error in this expression : It is long since I commanded 
him to have done it." Yet expected to have found is no better. It 
i« as clear that ihe finding must be posterior to the expectation, as 
that the obedience must be posterior to the command. But though the 
anonymous remarker formerly quoted is in the right as to the particu- 
lar expressions criticised by him, he decides too generally, and seems 
to have imagined that in no case ought the preterperfect of the infi- 
nitive to follow the preterit of the indicative. If this was his opinion, 
he was egregiously mistaken. It is, however, agreed on both sides, 
diat, in order to express the past with the defective verb oughtt we 
must use the perfect of the infinitive^ and say, for exunple, «* he 
ought to have done it this in that verb being the only possible way 
of distinguishing the past from the present. 

There is only one other observation of Dr. Lowth, on which, be- 
fore I conclude this article, I must beg leave to offer some remarks. 

Phrases like the following, though very common, are improper : 
Much depends upon the nde^a being observed ; and error will be the 
consequence of its being neglected. For here is a noun and a pro- 
noun representing it, each in the possessive case,^that is, under go- 
vernment of another noun, but without other noun to govern it : for 
being observed^ and being neglectedf are not nouns ; nor can you sup- 
ply the place of the possessive case by the preposition of before the 
noun or pronoun.*'* For my part, notwithstanding what is here very 
speciously urged, I am not satisfied that there is any fault in the 
phrases censured. They appear to me to be perfectly in the idiom 
of our tongue, and such as on some occasions could not easily be 
avoided, unless by recurring to circumlocution^ an expedient which 
invariably tends to enervate the expression. But let us examine the 
matter more nearly* 

This author admits that the active participle may be employed as 
a noun, and has given some excellent directions regarding the man- 
ner in which it ought to be construed, that the proper distinction may 
he preserved between the noun and the gerund. Phrases like these, 
therefore, he would have admitted as unexceptionable, Much de- 
pends upon their observing of the rule, and error will be the conse- 
quence of their neglecting of it." Now, though I allow both the 
modes of expression to be good, I diink the first simpler and better 
than the second. Let us consider whether the former be liable to 
any objections, which do not equally afiect the latter. 

One principal objection to the first is, You cannot supply the 
place of the possessive case by .the preposition 0/ before the noun or 
pronoun." Right ; but before you draw any conclusion from this 
circumstance, try whether it will not equally edSTect both expressions ; 
for if it does, both are on this account to be rejected, or neither. In 
the first, the sentence will be made to run thus, Much depends upon 
the being observed of the rule, and error will be the consequence of 

* Introduction, &c. Sentences, Note on the 6th Phrase. 
27 
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the bnng negluied of it." Yeiy Imd without question* In tho 
second, Sius, Much depends upon th^ obtening of them of the rule» 
and error wUl be the consequence of the tugUeiing of them ef it." 
Still worse. But it may be thought that as, in the last example, the 
participial noun gets a double regimen, this occasions all the impro- 
priety and confusion. I shall tlmefore make the experiment on a 
more simple sentence. Much will depend on your puffiTt compos- 
t»jr, but more on hit reading frequently." Would it be Engliui to 
say, Much will depend on the cowpoemg of your jmpik but more 
on the reading of ktm frequently?" — No, certainly. If this argu- 
ment then prove any thing, it proves too much, and consequently can 
be no criterion. 

The only other objection mentioned is, that being observed and 



common acceptation of the word, they are not nouns, but passive par- 
ticiples ; neither is the active participle commonly a noun, neither is 
the infinitive of the verb active of passive a noun. Tet the genius 
of the tongue permits that all these may be construed as nouns in 
certain occurrences. The infinitive in particular is-employed sub- 
stantively when it is made either the nominative or the regimen of « 
verb. Now in this way not the infinitive only, but along with it M 
the words in construction are understood as one compound nonn, as 
in the examples following : ^ To love Grod and o«r neighbour^ is a 
duty incumbent on us all," and ^ The gospel strongly inculcates on 
us this important lesson, to love God tmd our neigkbour.^^ But in 
no other situation can such clauses supply the place of nouns. They 
are never used in construction with other nouns followed by a prepo- 
sition. The quotation brought from Spenser is, I suspect, a mero 
Grecism, which was not in his time more than it is at present con- 
formable to the English idiom. For is the only preposition that 
seems ever to have been construed with such clauses, afW another 
verb. And even this usage is now totally laid aside. 

I am of opinion, therefore, upon the whole, that as the idiom in 
question is analogical, supported by good use, and sometimes very 
expedient, it ought not to be entirely reprobated. 




It is acknowledged, that in th» 
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CHAPTER T* 

^ OF THE (QUALITIES OP STYLE STRICTLY RHETORICAL. 

Purity, of which I have treated at some length in the two prece- 
ding chapters, may justly be denominated grammatical truth* It 
consisteth in the conformity of the expression to the sentiment which 
the speaker or the writer intends to convey by it, as moral truth con- . 
sisteth in the conformity of the sentiment intended to be conveyed to ' 
the sentiment actually entertained by the speaker or the writer ; and 
logical truth, as was hinted above, in the conformity of the sentiment 
to the nature of things. The opposite to logical truth is properly 
error ; to moral truth, a lie ; to grammatical truth, a blunder. Now 
the only standard by which the conformity implied in grammatic truth 
must be ascertained in every language, is, as hath been evinced,* 
reputable, national, and present use, in that language. 

But it is with the expression as with the sentiment, it is not enough 
to the orator that both be true. A sentence may be a just exhibition, 
according to the rules of the language, of the thought intended to be 
conveyed by it, and may therefore, to a mere grammarian, be unex- 
ceptionable ; which to an orator may appear extremely faulty. It 
may, nevertheless, be obscure, it may be languid, it may be inele- 
gant, it may be flat, it may be unmusical. It is not ultimately the 
Justness either of the thought or of the expression, which is the aim 
of the orator ; but it is a certain effect to be produced in the hearers. 
This effect as he purposeth to produce in them by means of language, 
^ which he makes the instrument of conveying his sentiments into their 
minds, he must take care in the first place that his style be perspicu- 
ous, that so he may be sure of being understood. If he would not 
only inform the understanding, but please the imagination, he must 
add the charms of vivacity and elegance, corresponding to the two 
sources from which, as was observed in the beginning of this work,! 
the merit of an address of this kind results. By vivacity, resemblance 
is attained ; by elegance, dignity of manner. For as to the dignity 
of the subject itself, or thing imitated, it concerns solely the thought. 
If he purposes to work upon the passions, his very diction, as well 
as his sentiments, must be animated. Thus, language and thought, 
like body and soul, are made to correspond, and the qualities of the 
one exactly to co-operate with those of the other. 

But though the perfection of the body consists, as was formerly 
observed,! in its fitness for serving the purposes of the soul, . it is at 
the same time capable of one peculiar excellence, as a visible object. 
The excellence I mean is beauty, which evidently impHes more than 
what results from the fitness of the several organs and members for 
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answering their regpective ends. That there is a beauty in the per* 
ceived fitness of means to their end, and instruments to their use» is 
uncontrovertible. All that I contend for here is, that this is not the 
whole of what is implied in the term 6eo«ly. The eyes of one per- 
son may be much inferior in this respect to those of another, though 
equally fit for all the purposes of vision. The like may be said of 
every other feature. Analogous to this there is an excellence of which 
language is susceptible as an audible object, distinct fi-om its aptitude 
for conveying the sentiments of the orator with light and energy into 
the minds of the hearers. Now as mtinc is to the ear what bemUy is 
to the eye, I shall, for want of a more proper term, denominate this 
excellence in style its music ; though I acknowledge the word is 
rarely used with so great latitude. 

Thus it appears, that beside purity^ which is a quality entirely 
grammatical, the five simple and original qualities of style, consider- 
ed as an object to the understanding, the imagination, the passions, 
and the ear, are penpicuiiyt vivacity ^ ehgance^ animation^ and tniMt<i% 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OP FERSPICUITT. 

Or all the qualities above mentioned, the first and most essential 
is perspicuUy.''^ Every speaker doth not propose to please the ima- 
gination, nor is every subject susceptible of those om&rments which i 
conduce to this purpose. Much less is it 'the aim of every speech 
to agitate the passions. There are some occasions, therefore, on 
which vivacity, and many on which animation of style are not neces- 
sary ; nay, there are occasions on which the last especially would be 
improper. But whatever be the ultimate intention of the orator, to 
inform, to convince, to please, to move, or to persuade, still he must 
speak so as to be understood, or he speaks to no purpose. If he do 
not propose to convey certain sentiments into the minds of his hear- 
ers, by the aid of signs intelligible to them, he may as well declaim 
before them in an unknown tongue. " This prerogative the intellect 
has above all the other faculties, that whether it be or be not imme- 
diately addressed by the speaker, it must be regarded by him either 
ultimately or subordinately ; ultimately, when the direct purpose of 
the discourse is information, or conviction ; subordinately, when the 
end is pleasure, emotion, or persuasion. 

There is another difference also between perspicuity and the two 
last-mentioned qualities, vivacity and animation, which deserves to 
be remarked. In a discourse wherein either or both of these are re- 
quisite, it is not every sentence that requires, or even admits them ; 
but every sentence ought to be perspicuous. The effect of all the 
other qualities of style is lost without this. This being to the under- 
standing what light is to the eye, ought to be diffused over the whole 
performance. In this respect it resembles grammatical purity, of 
which I have already treated, but it is not in this respect only that it 
resembles it. Both are best illustrated by showing the different ways 
wherein they may be lost It is for these reasons that, though per- 
spicuity be more properly a rhetorical than a grammatical quality, I 
thought it better to include it in this book, which treats of the founda- 
tions and essential or universal properties of elocution, than to class 
it with those which are purely discriminative of particular styles. 

Indeed, if language were capable of absolute perfection, which it 
evidently is not; if words and things could be rendered exact coun- 
terparts to each other ; if every different thing in nature had a differ- 
ent symbol by which it were expressed ; and every difference in the 
relations of things had a corresponding difference in the combinations 
of words, purity alone would secure perspicuity, or rather these two 
would entirely coincide. To speak grammatically would, in that 

* Prima est eloquentie virtus perspicuitas.— CIuint. 
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ease, codtop infallibly and parspicuously the full meaning of the 
speaker* if he had any meamng, into the mind of every hearer who 
perfectly understands the language. There would not be even a 
possibility of mistake or doubt. But the case is widely different with 
all the languages that ever were, are, or will be in the world. 

Orammatical purity, in every tongue, conduceth greatly to perspi- 
cuity, but it will by no means secure it. A man may in respect of it 
speak unezceptionably, and yet epeak obscurely, or ambiguously ; 
and though we cannot say, that a man may speak properly, and at 
the same time speak umntelhgibly, yet this last case frUs more natu- 
rally to be considered aa an ofience against perspicuity, than as a 
violation of propriety. For when the meaning is not discovered, the 
particular impropriety cannot be pointed out In the three difierent 
wajTS, therefore, just now nmitioned, perspicoity may be violated. 



SECTION I. 

THE OBSCURE. 

Part I. — From DefocL 

This is the first offence against perspicuity, and may arise from 
several causes. First, from some defect in the expression. There 
are in all languages certain elliptical expressions, which use bath 
established, and which therefore, very rarely occasion darkness. 
When they do occasion it, they ought always to be avoided. Such 
are, in Greek and Latin, the frequent suppression of the substantive 
verb, and of the possessive pronouns ; I was going to add, and of 
the personal pronouns also : but, on reflection, I am sensible^ that, 
in the omission of them in the nominative, there is properly no ellip- 
sis, as the verb, by its inflection, actually expresses them. Accord- 
ingly, in these languages, the pronoun in the nominative is never 
rightly introduced, unless when it is emphatical. But the idiom of 
most modern tongues, English and French particularly, will seldom 
admit such ellipsis.* In Italian and Spanish they are pretty frequent. 

• The French, I iina«pne, have gone to the other extreme. T^ey require in 
maaj instances a repetition of pronouns, prepositions, and articles, which, as 
they add nothing to the perspicuity, must tender the expression laagfrid. There 
are some cases in which this repetition is conseqaential on the very eonstrm;- 
tion of their language. For example, we say properly in Engjiish, my fathtr 
and mother ; because the possessive pronoun having no distinction of gender, 
and so having but one form, is alike applicable to boui : the case being dmerent 
with them renders it necessary to follow a difierent rule, and to say man ptre ii 
ma mere. Bat it is not to instances of this sort that the rule is limited. Costov 
with them hath extended it to innumerable cases, wherein there is no necessity 
from construction. With us it is enough to say, " She was robbed of her clothes 
and jewels J* With them the preposition and the pronoun must both be repeat- 
ed, de ses habits et de ses joiaux. Again, with them it is not sufficient to say, 
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OfUn indeed* the afiectatioa of concifleneis, often the rapidity of 
thought natural to some writers, will give rise to still more material 
defects in the expression. Of these I shall produce a few examples : 

He is inspired," says an eminent writer, with a true tense of thai 
function^ when chosen from a regard to the interests of piety and vir- 
tue."* Smae in this passage denotes an inward feeling, or the im- 
pression which some sentiment makes upon the mmd. T^ow a func- 
tion cannot be a sentiment impressed or felt. The expression is 
therefore defective, aud ought to have been, — He is inspired with 
a true sense of the dignity, or of the importance of that function." — 

You ought to contemn all the wit in the world against you."t As 
the writer doth not intend to signify that all the wit in the world is 
actually exerted against the person whom he addresses, there is a 
defect in the expression, though perhaps it will be thought charge- 
able with redundancy at the same time. More plainly uus, " You 
ought to contemn all the wit that can be employed against you,'^ 
" He talks all the way up stairs to a visit.";]; There is here also a 
faulty omission, which, if it cannot be said to obscure the sense, doth 
at least withhold that light whereof it is susceptible. If the word 
visit ever meant person or people, there would be an ambiguity in the 
sentence, and we should imagine this the object talked to ; but as 
that cannot be the case, the expression is rather to be accounted 
lame, there being no verb in it mih which the words io a visit can be 
construed. More explicitly thus, He talks all the way as he walks 
up stairs to make a visit." Aii>itrary power," says an elegant wri- 
ter, I look upon as a greater evil than anarchy itself, as much as a 
savage is a happier state of life than a slave at the oar."$ Neither 
savage nor slave can be denominated a state of life, though the states 
in which they live may properly be compared. " This courage among 
the adversaries of the court," says the same writer in another piece, 

was inspired into them by various incidents, for every one of which 
I think, the ministers, or, if that was the case, the minister alone is to 
answer."!! If that was the ease^ Pray, what is he supposing to have 
been the case ? To the relative that^ I can find no antecedent, and 
am left to guess that he means, if there was but one minister, When 
a man considers not only an ample fortune, but even the very neces- 
saries of life, his pretence to food itself at the mercy of others, he 
cannot but look upon himself in the state of the dead, with his case 
thus much worse, that the last office im performed by his adversaries^ 

** The woman whom you know and isve,** but whom , you know ond whom you love 
— que V0U8 connoissez et que voui aimez. In tike manner, the relatives in French 
must never be omitted. They often are in English, and when the omission oc- 
casions no obscurity, it is not accounted improper. An expression tike this 
would in tbeur tongue be intolerable : Yon are obliged to soy ond do aU you 
can." It must ho **lo oayand to doaU thai which you eon — de dire et do faire 
tout ce que vous savez. But though in several instances the critics of that na* 
tion have re6ned on their language to excess, and by needless repetitions have 
sometimes enervated the expression, their criticisms, when usefol m assisting us 
to shun any obscurity or ambiguity, deserve to be adopted. 
* Guardian, No. 13. f Guardian, No. 63. 

I Spect. No. 8. $ Sentiments of a Church of England man. 

II Free Thoughts on the Pissent Stats of Afihirs. 
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instead of his friends."* There is a double elKpsifl in this sentence. 
You must first supply at being before the words at the merty^ and 
insert as before m the ttaU of Sie dead, I beg of you," says Steele, 
never let tho glory of our nation who made France tremble, and 
yet has the gentleness to be unable to bear opposition from the mean- 
est of his own countrymen, be calumniated in so impudent a manner, 
as in the insinuation that he affected a perpetual dictatorship,"! 
first reading, one is at a loss to find an antecedent to the pronouns 
whoy his^ and he. On reflection, one discovers that the phrase, the 
glory of our nafton, is figurative, and denotes a certain illustrious 
personage. The trope is rather too adventurous, wi^out some soft- 
ening clause, to suit the idiom of our tongue. The sense would have 
appeared immediately, had he said, Never let the man, who may 

justly be styled the glory of our nation • ." 

The instances now given will suffice to specify the obscurities in 
style which arise from deficiency. The same evil may also be oc- 
casioned by excess. But as this almost invariably offends against 
vivacity, and only sometimes produceth darkness, there will be a 
more proper occasion of considering it afterwards. Another cause 
of obscurity is a bad choice of words. When it is this alone which 
renders the sentence obscure, there is always ground for the charge 
% of impropriety, which hath been discussed already. 



Part II. — From had Arrangement. 

Another source of obscurity is a bad arrangement of the words. 
In this case the construction is not sufficiently clear. One often, on 
first hearing the sentence, imagines, from the turn of it, that it ought 
to be construed one way, and on reflection finds that he must construe 
it another way. Of this, which is a blemish too common even in the 
style of our best writers, I shall produce a few exaro))les : " It con- 
tained," says Swifl, " a warrant for conducting me and my retinue to 
Traldragdubb, or Trildrogdrib, for it is pronounced both ways, as 
near as I can remember, oy a party of ten Ww."| The words 6y 
a party of ten horse must be construed with the participle conducting^ 
but they are placed so far from this word, and so near the verb pro- 
nounced, that at first they suggest a meaning perfectly ludicrous. 
** I had several men died in my ship of calentures. "§ The preposi- 
tion of must be construed with the verb died, and not, as the first ap- 
pearance would suggest, with the noun ship immediately preceding. 
More clearly thus, " I had several men in my ship who died of calen- 
tures." I shall remark, by the way, that though the relatives who 
and which may, agreeably to the English idiom, be sometimes omit- 
ted in the oblique cases, to omit them in the nominative, as in the 
passage last quoted, almost always gives a maimed appearance to 
the expression. " I perceived it hi^ been scowered uDtth half o» 
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e^e.»# The situation of the last phrase, which is besides a very bad 
one, is liable to the same exception. " I have hopes that when Will 
confron ts him, and cdl the Uidiea in whose behalf he engages Am, cast 
kind looks and wishes of success at their champion, he will have 
some shame. ''t It is impossible not to imagine, on hearing the first 
part of the sentence, that Will is to confront all the ladies, — though 
mflerwards we find it necessary to construe this clause with the fol- 
lowing verb. This confusion is removed at once by repeating the 
adverb when, thus, " I have hopes that when Will confronts him, and 

when all the ladies cast kind looks The subsequent sentence 

is liable to the same exception : He advanced against the fierce an- 
cient, imitating his address, his pace and career, as well As the vigour 
of his horse, and his own skill would allow. ";{^ The clause as well as 
the vigour of his horse, appears at first to belong to the former part 
of the sentence, and is aflerwards found to belong to the latter. In 
idl the above instances of bad arrangement, there is what may be 
justly termed a constructive ambiguity ; that is, the words are so dis- 
posed in point of order, as would render them really ambiguous, if, 
in that construction which the expression first suggests, any meaning 
were exhibited. As this is not the case, the faulty order of the words 
cannot properly be considered as rendering the sentence ambiguous« 
but obscure. 

It may indeed be argued, that, in these and the like examples, the 
least reflection in the reader will quickly remove the obscurity. But 
why is there any obscurity to be removed ? Or why does the writer 
require more attention from the reader, or the speaker from the 
hearer, than is absolutely necessary ? It ought to be remembered, 
that whatever application we must give to the words is, in fact, so 
much deducted from what we owe to the sentiments. Besides, the 
effort that is exerted in a very close attention to the language, al- 
ways weakens the efiect which the thoughts were intended to pro- 
duce in the mind. " By perspicuity,*' as Quintilian justly observes, 
" care is taken, not that the hearer may understand, if he wilt ; but 
that he must understand, whether he will or not."§ Perspicuity ori- 
giually and properly implies transparency, such as may be ascribed 
to air, glass, water, or any other medium, through which material ob- 
jects are viewed. From this original and proper sense it hath been 
metaphorically applied to language, this being, as it were, the me- 
dium, through which we perceive the notions and sentiments of a 
speaker. Now, in corporeal things, if the medium through which we 
look at any object be perfectly transparent, our whole attention is 
fixed on the object ; we are scarcely sensible that there is a medium 
which intervenes, and can hardly be said to perceive it. But if there 
be any flaw in the medium, if we see through it but dimly, if the ob- 
ject be imperfectly represented, or if we know it to be misrepresented, 
our attention is immediately taken ofl* the object, to the medium. 
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We are thea defirous to discover the cause, either of the dim and 
confused representation, or of the misrepresentation of things which 
it exhibits, that so the defect in yision may be supplied by judgement 
The case of language is precisely similar. A discourse, then, ex- 
cels in perspicuity, when the subject engrosses the attention of the 
hearer, and the diction is so Uttle minded by him, that he can scarce- 
ly be said to be conscious, that it is through this medium he sees into 
the speaker's dioughts. On the contrary, the least obscurity, ambi- 
guity, or confusion in the style, instantly removes the attention from 
the sentiment to the expression, and Uie hearer endeavours, by the 
aid of reflection, to correct the imperfections of the speaker's lan- 
guage. 

So much for obviating the objections which are frequently raised 
against such remarks as I have already made, and shall probably 
hereafter make on the subject of language. The elements which 
enter into the composition of the hugest bodies are subtile and incon- 
siderable. The rudiments of every art and science exhibit, at first, 
to a learner, the appearance of littleness and insignificancy. And it 
is by attending to such reflections, as to a superficial observer would 
appear minute and hypercritical, that language must be improved, 
and eloquence perfected.^ 

I return to the causes of obscurity, and shall only further observe, 
concerning the efiect of bad arrangement, that it generally obscures 
the sense even when it doth not, as in the preceding instances, sug- 
gest a wrong construction. Of this the following will sufiice for an 
example : The young man did not want natural talents ; but the 
father of him was a coxcomb, who aflected being a fine gentleman 
so unmercifully, that he could not endure in his sight, or the frequent 
mention of one who was his son, growing into manhood, and thrusting 
him out of the gay world. "| It is not easy to disentangle the construc- 
tion of this sentence. One is at a loss at first to find any accusative 
to the active verb endure ; on farther examination it is discovered to 
have two, the word mention^ and the word one, which is here closely 
combined with the preposition o/, and makes the regimen of the noun 
mention, I might observe also the vile appplication of the word un- 
mercifully. This, together with the irregularity of the reference, and 
the intricacy of the whole, renders the passage under consideration 
one of those which may, with equal justice, be ranked under aotectm, 
impropriety, obscurity, or inelegance^ 



Part III. — From using the same word in different semes. 

Another source of obscurity is, when the same word is in the 
same sentence used in diflerent senses. This error is exemplified 
in the following quotation : That he should be in earnest it is hard 
to conceive ; since any reasons of doubt, which he might have in this" 

• The maxim JVa/wra se potissimtm prodU in minimis is not coniiDed to physi- 
ology- 
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case, would have been reasons of doubt in the case of other men* 
who may give more, but cannot give more evident^ signs of thought 
than their fellow-creatures."* This errs alike against perspicuity 
and elegance ; the word more is first an adjective, the comparative 
of many ; in an instant it is an adverb, and the sign of the compara- 
tive degree. As the reader is not apprized of this, the sentence 
must appear to him, on the first glance, a fiat contradiction. Perspi- 
cuously either thus, " who may give more numerousj but cannot give 
more evident signs ■— or thus, " who may give more, but cannot 
give clearer signs." 

It is but seldom that the same pronoun can be used twice or ofit- 
ener in the same sentence, in reference to dififerent ' things, without 
darkening the expression. It is necessary to observe here, that the . 
signification of the personal, as well as of the relative pronouns, and 
even of the adverbs of place and time, must be determined by the 
things to which they relate. To use them, therefore, with reference 
to different things, is in efiect to employ the same word in difierent 
senses ; which, when it occurs in the same sentence, or in sentences 
closely connected, is rarely found entirely compatible with perspicui- 



which proceeds frdm a just sufficiency and knowledge of the matter 
before him, which may naturally produce some motions of his head 
and body, which might become the bench better than the bar."*}* 
The pronoun which is here thrice used in three several senses; 
and it must require reflection to discover, that the first denotes an 
air, the second sufficiency and knowledge, and the third motions of the 
head and body. Such is the use of the pronouns those and who in 
the following sentence of the same writer : The sharks, who prey 
upon the inadvertency of young heirs, are more pardonable than 
those who trespEiss upon the good opinion of /^09e who treat with them 
upon the foot of choice and respect. "| The same fault here renders 
a very short sentence at once obscure, inelegant, and unmusical. 
The like use of the pronoun they in the following sentence almost 
occasions an ambiguity : " They were persons of such moderate in- 
tellects, even before they were impaired by their passions."§ The 
use made of the pronoun it, in the example subjoined, is liable to the 
same exception : If it were spoken with never so great skill in the 
actor, the manner of uttering that sentence could have nothing in it, 
which could strike any but people of the greatest humanity, nay, peo- 
ple elegant and skilful in observations upon t/."|| To the preceding 
examples I shall add one wherein the adverb when, by being used in 
the same manner, occasions some obscurity: " He is inspired with 
a true sense of that function, when chosen from a regard to the in- 
terests of piety and virtue, and a scorn of whatever men call great in 
a transitory being, when it comes in competition with what is un- 
changeable and eternal. "IT 




examples. 



" One may have an air 
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Part I Y. — Fnm an uneertain reference in pronoum and rehUwet^ 

A CAUSE of obscurity also arising from the ase of pronoans aod 
relatives is, whea it doth not appear at first to what they refer. Of 
this fault I shall give the three following instances : " There are 
other examples,'' says Bolingbroke, of the same kind* whicb can^ 
not be brought without the utmost horror, because in them it is sup* 
posed impiously, against principles as self-evident as any of those ne- 
cessary truths, which are such of all knowledge, that the Supreme 
Being commands by one law, what he forbids by another."^ It is 
not so clear as it ought to be, what is the antecedent to such. An- 
other from the same author : The laws of Nature are truly what my 
lord Bacon styles his aphorisms, laws of laws. Civil laws are al- 
ways imperfect, and oflen false deductions from ihem^ or applications 
of them ; nay, they stand in many instances in direct opposition to 
<&em."| It is not quite obvious, on the first reading, that the pro- 
noun them in this passage doth always refer to the laws of Nature, 
and they to civil laws. When a man considers the state of his own 
mind, about which every member of the Christian world is supposed 
at this time to be employed, he will find that the best defence against 
vice is preserving the worthiest part of his own spirit pure from any 
great offence against t/."| It must be owned that the darkness of 
&is sentence is not to be imputed solely to the pronoun. 



Part Y. — From too artificial a structure of the sentence. 

Another cause of obscurity is when the structure of the sentence 
is too much complicated, or too artificial ; or when the sense is too 
long suspended by parentheses. Some critics have been so strongly 
persuaded of the bad effect of parentheses on perspicuity, as to think 
they ought to be discarded altogether. But this, I imagine, is also 
an extreme* If the parenthesis be short, and if it be introduced in 
a proper place, it will not in the least hurt the clearness, and may add 
both to the vivacity and to the energy of the sentence. Others, again, 
have carried their dislike to the parenthesis only so far as to lay aside 
the hooks by which it is commonly distinguished, and to use com- 
mas in their place. But this is not avoiding the fault, if it be a fault ; 
it is only endeavouring to commit it so as to escape discovery, and 
may, therefore, be more justly denominated a corruption in writing 
than an improvement. Punctuation, it will readily be acknowledged, 
is. of considerable assistance to the reading and pronunciation. No 
part of a sentence requires to be distinguished by the manner of pro- 
nouncing it, more than a parenthesis ; and consequently, no part of a 
sentence ought to be more distinctly marked in the pointing. 
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Part VI. — From techiucal terms. 

Another source of darkness in composing is» the injudicious in- 
troduction of technical words and phrases, as in the following passage : 

Tack to the laH>oftrd, isind stand off to sea, 
Veer starboard sea and land — — * 

What an absurd profusion, in an epic poem too, of terms which few 
besides seamen understand ! Instrict prqpriety, technical words should 
no be considered as belonging to the language ; because not in cur- 
rent use, nor understood by the generality even of readers. They are 
but the peculiar dialect of a particular class. When those of that 
class only are addressed, as in treatises on the principles of their art, 
it is admitted, that the use of such terms maybe not only convenient, 
but even necessary. It ia allowable also in ridicule, if used sparing- 
ly, as in comedy and romance. 

Part VII. — From long sentences. 

The last cause of obscurity I shall take notice of is very long sen- 
tences. This rarely fails to be conjoined with some of the other 
faults before mentioned. The two subsequent quotations from two 
eminent writers will serve sufficiently to exemplify more than one of 
them. The first is from Bolingbroke's Philosophy : If we are so, 
contrary to all appearances, (for they denote plainly one single system, 
all the parts of which are so intimately connected and dependent one 
on another, that the whole begins, proceeds, and ends together,) this 
union of a body and a soul must be magical indeed, as Doctor Cud- 
worth calls it, so magical, that the hypothesis serves to no purpose in 
philosophy, whatever it may do in theolog;y ; and is still less compre- 
hensible than the hypothesis which assumes, that although onr idea 
of thought be not included in the idea of matter or body, as the idea 
of figure is, for instance, in that of limited extension ; yet the faculty 
of thinking, in all the modes of thought, may have been superadded 
by Omnipotence to certain systems of matter : which it is not less than 
blasphemy to deny ; though divines and philosophers, who deny it in 
terms, may be cited ; and which, whether it be true or no, will never 
be proved false by a little metaphysical jargon about essences, and 
attributes, and modes,"*}* The other quotation is from Swift's letter 
to the Lord High Treasurer, containing a proposal for correcting, 
improving, and ascertaining the English tongue : To this succeed- 
ed that licentiousness which entered with the restoration, and from 
infecting our religion and morals, fell to corrypt our language, (which 
last was not like to be much improved by those who at that time 
made up the court of king Charles the Second ; either such who had 
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followed him in his banishment ; or who had been altogether con- 
versant in the dialect of those fanatic times; or young men 
who had been educated in the same company,) so that the court 
(which used to be the standard of propriety and correctness of 
speech) was then (and, I think, hath ever since continued) the 
worst school in England for that accomplishment ^ and so will 
remain, till better care be taken in the education of our young nobili- 
ty, that they may set out into the worid with some foundation of lite- 
rature, in order to qualify them for patterns of politeness." There 
are, indeed, cases in which even a long period will not create obscu- 
rity. When this happens, it may almost always be remarked, that 
all the principal members of the period are similar in their structure, 
and would constitute so many distinct sentences, if they were not 
united by their reference to some common clause in the beginning or 
the end. 



SECTION II. 

THE DOUBLE MEANING. 

It was observed, that perspicuity might be violated, not only by 
obscurity, but also by double meaning .The fault in this case is, not 
that the sentence conveys darkly or imperfectly the author's meaning, 
but that it conveys also some other meaning, which is not the au- 
thor's. His words are susceptible of more than one interpreta- 
tion. When this happens, it is always occasioned, either by using 
some expression which is equivocal ; that is, hath more meanings 
than one affixed to it ; or by ranging the words in such an order, that 
the construction is rendered equivocal, or made to exhibit different 
senses. To the former for distinction's, sake, I shall assign the name 
of equivocation; to the latter, I shall appropriate that of ambiguity. 



Part I. — Equivocation. 

I BEGIN with the first. When the word equivocation denotes, as 
in common language, it generally denotes, the use of an equivocal 
word or phrase, or other ambiguity, with an intention to deceive, it 
doth not differ essentially from a lie. This offence falls under the 
reproof of the moralist, not the censure of the rhetorician. Again, 
when the word denotes, as agreeably to etymology it may denote, 
that exercise of wit which consisteth in the playful use of any term or 
phrase in different senses, and is denominated pun^ it is amenable in- 
deed to the tribunal of criticism, but cannot be regarded as a violation 
of the laws of perspicuity. It is neither with the liar nor with the 
punster that I am concerned at present. The only species of equi- 
vocation that comes under reprehension here is that which takes 
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place, when an author undesignedly eraploya an expression suscepti- 
ble of a sen9e different from the sense he intends to convey by it. 

In order to avoid this fault, no writer or speaker can think of dis- 
using all the homonymous terms of the language, or all such as 
have more than one signification. To attempt this in any tongue, 
ancient or modern, would be to attempt the annihilation of the greater 
part of the language ; for, in every language, the Words strictly uni- 
vocal will be found to be the smaller number. But it must be ad- 
mitted, as a rule in elocution, that equivocal terms ought ever to be 
avoided, unless where their connexion with the other words of the 
sentence instantly ascertains the meaning. This, indeed, the con- 
nexion is often so capable of affecting, that the hearer will never re- 
flect that the word is equivocal, the true sense being the only sense 
which the expression suggests to his mind. Thus the word pound 
signifies both the sum of ttoentir shilUngB sterling^ and the weight of 
sixteen ounces avoirdupois. Now if you tell me, that you rent a 
house at fifty pounds^ or that you have bought fifty pounds of meat in 
the market, the idea of weight wilt never present itself to my mind in 
the one case, or the idea of money in the other. But it frequently 
happens, through the inadvertency of writers, that the connected 
words in the sentence do not immediately ascertain the sense of the 
equivocal term. And though an intelligent reader may easily find 
the sense on reflection, and with the aid of the context, we may lay 
it down as a maxim, that an author always oflfends against perspicui- 
ty, when his style requires that reflection from his reader. But I 
shall proceed to illustrate, by examples, the fault of which I am treat- 
ing. An equivocation, then, may be either in a single word or in a 
phrase. 

As to the former, there is scarcely any of the parts of speech, in 
which you will not find equivocal terms. To begin with particles ; 
the preposition of denotes sometimes the relation which any aflection 
bear to its subject ; that is, the person whose affection it is ; some- 
times the relation which it bears to its object. Hence this expres- 
sion of the apostle hath been observed to be equivocal ; I am per- 
suaded that neither death nor life ' shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God."* By the love of God^ say interpreters, may 
be understood, either (rod's love io us^ or our love to God. It is re- 
markable, that the genitive case in the ancient languages, and the 
prepositions corresponding to that case in the modern languages, are 
alike susceptible of this double meaning. Only as to our own lan- 
guage, we may observe in passing, that of late the preposition of is 
more commonly put before the subject, and to before the object of 
the passion. But this is not the only way in which the preposition 
of may be equivocal. As it sometimes denotes the relation of the 
effect to the cause, sometimes that of the accident to the subject, 
from this duplicity of signification, there will also, in certain circum* 
stances, arise a double sense. You have an example in these words 
of Swift : " A little after the reformation 0/ Luther, — It may in- 
deed be doubted, whether this should not rather be called an impro- 
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priety, sinee the refamuUion of a man will suggest much mors readi- 
ly a change wrought on the inan« than a change wrought by him. 
And the former of these senses it could not more -readily suggest, if 
the expression in that sense were not more conformable to use. 

My next instance shall be in the conjunctions ; " They were both 
much more ancient among the Persians than Zoroaster or Zer- 
dusht"* The or here is equivocal. It senres either as a copula- 
tive to synonymous words, or as a disjunctive of different things. 
If, therefore, the reader should not know that Zoroaster and Zer- 
dusht mean the same person, he will mistake the sense. In coup- 
ling appellatives, there is not the same hazard, it being generally 
manifest to those who know the languuge, whether the words coupled 
have the same signification. If, nevertheless, in any case it should 
be doubtful, an attention to the ensuing rules may have its utility. If 
the first noun follows an article, or a preposition, or both, the article 
or the preposition, or both, should be repeated before the second, 
when the two nouns are intended to denote different things ; and 
should not be repeated, when they are intended to denote die same 
thing. If there be neither article nor preposition before the first, and 
if it be the intention of the writer to use the particle or disjunctively, 
let the first noun be preceded by either^ which will infallibly ascer- 
tain the meaning. Ob the contrary, if, in such a dubious case, it be 
his design to use the particle as a copulative to synonymous words, 
the piece will rarely sustain a material injury, by his omitting both 



The following is an example in the pronouns : She united the 
great body of the people in her and their common interest.*'! The 
word her may be either the possessive pronoun, or the accusative case 
of the personal pronoun. A very small alteration in the order totally 
removes the doubt. Say, "in their and Aer common interest" The 
word her thus connected, can be only the possessive, as the author 
doubtless intended it should be, in the passage quoted. 

An example in substantives : Your majesty has lost all hopes of 
any future excises by their consumption.^^t The word consumption 
has both an active sense and a passive, it means either the act of 
consuming, or the state of being consumed. Clearly thus : " Your 
majesty has lost all hopes of levying any future excises on what they 
shall consume." 

In adjectives : " As for such animals as are mortal or noxious, we 
have a right to destroy them."§ Here the false sense is suggested 
more readily than the true. The word mortal^ therefore, in this sen- 
tence, might justly be considered as improper ; for though it some- 
times means destructive, or causing death, it is then almost invaria- 
bly joined with some noun expressive of hurt or danger. Thus we 
say, a mortal potion, a mortal wounds a mortcd disetue, or a inortcd 
enemy ; but the phrases mortal creature^ mortal animal^ or mortai 
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man, are always tioderstood to imply creature, animal, or main Itabh 
to death. 

In verbs : •* The next refuge was to say, it was awrhbktd by one 
man, and many passages wholly written by another.'^ The word 
iyovrlookedy sometimes signifies and sometimes negtected. 

As it seems to be in the former sense that this participle is used here, 
the word revised ought to have been preferred. Another instance in 
verbs : " I have furnished the house exactly according to your fan* 
cy, or, if you please, my own ; for I have long since learnt to like 
nothing but what you <fo."f The word do in this passage may be 
either the auxiliary, or, as it might be termed, the supplementary 
verb, and be intended only to supersede the repetition of the verb 
iike ; or it may be the simple active verb, which answers to tiie Latin 
facere, and the French faire. 

In the next quotation the homonymous term may be either an ad- 
jective or an adverb, and admits a different sense in each accepta^ 
lion: 

Not ontif Jesuits can eqaiVocate.{ 

If the word only is here an adverb, the sense is " To equivocate is 
not the only thing that Jesuits can do." This interpretation, though 
not the author's meaning, suits the construction. A very small al- 
teration in the order gives a proper and tmequivoCal, though a pro- 
saic expression of this sense : ** Jesuits can not only equivocate.** 
Again, if the word only is here an adjective, (and this doubtless is the 
author's intention,) the sense is, ** Jesuits are not the only persons 
.who can equivocate." But this interpretation suits ill the composi- 
tion of the sentence. The only other instance of this error in single 
words I shall produce, is one in which, on the first glance, there ap- 
pears room to doubt whether a particular term ought to be under- 
stood literally or metaphorically. The word handled in the following 
passage will illustrate what I mean : Thus much I thought fit to 
premise, before I resume the subject, which I have already handled^ 
I mean the naked bosoms of our British ladies. Sometimes, in- 
deed, a thing like this may be said archly and of design, in which 
case it falls not under this animadversion. 

It was remarked above, that there are not only equivocal words in 
our language, but equivocal phrases. JV ot the least, and not the small* 
est, are of this kind. They are sometimes made to imply not any ; 
as though one should say, not even the le<Mtt not so much as the small* 
est ; and sometimes again to signify a very greats as though it were 
expressed in this manner, /or from being the least or smallest. Thus 
they are susceptible of two significations that are not only different 
but contrary. We have an instance in the following passage: 

Your character of universal guardian, joined to the concern you 
ought to have for the cause of virtue and religion, assure me you 
will not think that dergymeut when injured, have the least right to 
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your protection.'** This sentence hath also the disadvantage taken 
notice of in some of the preceding quotations* that the senie not in* 
tended bj the writer occurs to the reader much more readily than the 
author's real meaning. Polking less than is another phrase which, 
like the two former, is susceptible of opposite interpretations. Thus, 

He aimed at nothing less, than the crown," may denote either, 
" Nothing was less aimed at by him than the crown or, Nothing 
inferior to the crown could satisfy his ambition." AH such phrases 
ought to be totally laid aside. The expression toiU have mercy is 
equivocal in the following passage of the vulgar translation of the 
Bible : " I wiU hone mercy, and not sacrifice."']' The expression 
commonly denotea I will exercise mercy ; whereas it is in this 
place employed to signify I require others to exercise it" The 
sentiment, therefore, ought to have been rendered here, as we find it 
expressed in the prophetical book alluded to, I desire mercy and 
not sacrifice."! When the phrase in question happens to be follow- 
ed by the preposition on or upon before the object, there is nothing 
equivocal in it, the sense being ascertained by the connexion. 

So much for equivocal words and phrases. 



Part II. — Jlmbiguity. 

I COME now to consider that species of doub/e meaning which ari- 
seth, not from the use of equivocal terms, but solely from the con- 
struction, and which I therefore distinguished by the name of am6t- 
guily. This, of all the faults against perspicuity, it is in all lan- 
guages the most difficult to avoid. There is not one of the parts of 
speech which may not be so placed, as that, agreeably to the rules of 
grammar, it may be construed with different parts of the sentence, 
and by consequence made to exhibit different senses. Besides, a 
writer intent upon his subject is less apt to advert to those imperfec- 
tions in his style which occasion ambiguity, than to any other. As 
no term or phrase he employs dotli of itself suggest the false mean- 
ing, a manner of construing bis words different from that which is ex- 
pressive of his sentiment, will not so readily occur to his thoughts ; 
and yet this erroneous manner of construing thein may be the most 
obvious to the reader. I shall give examples of ambiguities in most 
of the parts of speech, beginning with the pronouns. 

As the signification of the pronouns (which by themselves express 
only some relation) is ascertained merely by the antecedent to which 
they refer, the greatest care must be taken, if we would express our- 
selves perspicuously, that the reference be unquestionable. Yet the 
greatest care on this article will not always be effectual. There are 
no rules which either have been, or I suspect can be devised in any 
language, that will in all circumstances fix the relations of the pro- 
nouns in such a manner as to prevent ambiguity altogether. I shall 
instance first in the pronoun who^ begging that the reader will observe 
its application in the two following sentences : *' Solomon, the son of 
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David, who built the temple of Jerusalem, was the richest monarch 
that ever reigned over the people of God and Solomon, the son of 
David, who was persecuted by Saul, was the richest monarch — 
In these two sentences, the who is similarly situated ; yet, in th« 
former, it relates to the person first mentioned ; in the latter, to the 
second. But this relation to the one or to the other, it would be im- 
possible for any reader to discover, who had not some previous 
knowledge of the history of those kings. In such cases, therefore, 
it is better to give another turn to the sentence. Instead of the first, 
one might say, Solomon, the son of David, and the builder of the 
temple of Jerusalem, was the richest monarch.'' The conjunc- 
tion and makes the following words relate entirely to Solomon, as 
nothing had been affirmed concerning David. It is more difficult to 
avoid the ambiguity in the other instance, without adopting some cir- 
cumlocution that will flatten the expression. In the style that pre- 
vailed in this island about two centuries ago, they would have es- 
caped the ambiguous construction in some such way as this, Solo- 
mon, the son of David, even of him whom Saul persecuted, was the 

richest But this phraseology has to modern ears, *I know 

not what air of formality that renders it intolerable. Better thus, 
" Solomon, whose father David was persecuted by Saul, was the 
richest The following quotation exhibits a triple sense, ari- 
sing from the same cause, the indeterminate use of the relative : 

Such were the centaurs of Ixion's race, 
Who a bright cloud for Juno did embrace.* 

Was it the centaurs, or Ixion, or his race, that embraced the cloud ? 
I cannot help observing further on this passage, that the relative 
ought grammatically, for a reason to be assigned aflerwards, rather 
to refer to centaurs than to either of the other two, and least of all to 
Ixion, to which it was intended to refer. f 

But there is of\en an ambiguity in the relatives who, which, that, 
whose, and whom, even when there can be no doubt in regard to 
the antecedent. This arises from the different ways wherein the lat- 

* Denham^s Progress of Learning. 

-f Let it not be imagined that in this particular our tongue has the disadvantage 
of other languages. The same difficulty, as far as my acquaintance with them 
reaches, affects them all ; and even some modern tongues in a higher degree than 
ours. In English, one is never at a loss to discover whether the reference be to 
persons or to things. In French and Italian the expression is often ambiguous 
m this respect also. In a French devotional book I find this pious admonition : 

Conservez-vous dans Pamour de Dieu, qui pent vous garantir de toute chute." 
I ask whetiier the antecedent here be Vamour or DieUy since the relative out is 
of such extensive import as to be applicable to either. The expression would be 
equally ambiguous m Italian, **Conservatevi nell» amor di Dio, che vi puo con- 
servare senza intoppo." In English, according to the present use, there would 
be no ambiguity in the expression. If the aumor meant to ascribe this energy 
to the devout affection itself, he would sa^, "Keep yourselves in the love of God, 
which can preserve you from falling if*^ to God the great object of our love, he 
would say, "w&o can preserve you " — This convenient mstinction was not, 
however, uniformly observed with us till about the middle of the last century. 
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ter is affected by the former. To express myself in the language of 
grammarians* these pronouns are sometimes ezplicatiTe* sometimes 
determinative. They are explicative^ when thej serve merely for 
the illustration of the subject, by pointing out either some property or 
some circumstance belonging to it, leaving it, however, to be under- 
stood in its full extent Of this kind are the following examples : 

Man, who is born of woman, is of few days and full of trouble." 

Godliness, which with contentment is great gain, has the promise 
both of the present life and of the future.'' The clause, ^ who is 
bom of woman," in the first example, and which with contentment 
is great gain," in the second, point to certain properties in the antece- 
dents, but do not restrain their signification. For, should we omit 
these clauses altogether, we could say with equal truth, Man is of 
few days and full of trouble." Godliness has the promise both of 
the present life and of the future." On the other hand, these pro- 
nouns are determinative, when they are employed to limit the import 
of the antecedent, as in these instances : *«The man that endureth 
to the end shall be saved." The remorse, which issues in reform- 
ation, is true repentance." Each of the relatives here confines the 
signification of its antecedent to such only as are possessed of the 
qualification mentioned. For it is not affirmed of every man that he 
shall be saved ; nor of all remorse that it is true repentance. 

From comparing the above examples, it may be fairly collected, 
that with us tike definite article is of great use for discriminating the 
explicative sense from the determinative. In the first case it is rare- 
ly used, in the second it ought never to be omitted, unless when 
something still more definitive, such as a demonstrative pronoun, 
supplies its place.* The following passage is faulty in this respect : 
I know that M worda which are signs of complex ideas furnish 

* In this respect the articles are more subservient to perspicuity in our tongue 
than in many others. In French, a writer must give the article indiscriminately 
in all the instances above specified. Thus, **L^nomme, qui est n6 de la femme, 
vit tr^s peu de tems, et il est rempli de miseres ;** and " L'homme, qui perseve- 
rera jusqu'k la fin, sera sauv^.'' In like manner, " La piet6, qui jointe avec le 
contentement est un grand grain, a les promesses de la vie presente, et de celle 
qui est k venir ;*» and *• Le rcmords aui aboutit k la reformation, est le vrai re- 
pentir." The like indistinctness will be found to obtain in Italian and some 
kMiqt modern languages, and arises, in a great measure, from their giving the 
article almost invariably to abstracts. In some instances, there appears oi late 
a tendency in writers, especially on politics, to give up this advantage entirely ; 
not by adding the article to abstracts, but (which equally destroys the distinc- 
tion) by omitting it when the term has a particular application. How oilen do 
we now find, even in books, such phrases as the followmg 7 This was an un- 
dertaking too arduous for private persons unaided by government." It is bard 
to say what measure administration will next adopt." As in both cases it is the 
present government and the present administration of the country of the author 
that is meant, these nouns ought to have the definite article prefixed to thein, 
and can scarcely be called English without it. The former of these words is 
indeed frequently used in the abstract, in which case it never has the article, as 
thus : " Government is absolutely necessary in all civilized societies." *' He 
published tracts on various subjects, on religion, government, trade, hcJ" 
Abuses, such as that here criticised, greatly hurtful to perspicuity and precis- 
ion, arise first in conversation, thence they creep into newspapers, thence into 
pamphlets, and at last unwarily find admission into books. 
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matter of mistake and cavil."* As wordi, the anteeedent, has nei* 
ther the article nor a demonstrative pronoun to connect it with the 
subsequent relative, it would seem that the clause which are signs 
of complex ideas," were -merely explicative, and >that the subject 
wards were to be understood in the utmost latitude. This could not 
be the writer's sense, as it wbald be absurd to affirm of* aU words, 
that they are signs of complex ideas. . He ought, therefore, to have 
said, either, I know that alh the words which are signs of complex 

ideas," or " I know that all those words which are signs — — ." 

Either of these ways makes the clause beginning with the relative 
serve to limit the import of the anteeedent. 

There are certain cases, it must be owned, wherein the antecedent 
would require the article, even though the relative were intended 
solely for explication, as in these words of itho psalmists My good- 
ness extendeth not to thee ; but to the sainte, and to the . excellent 
ones, in whom all my delight."! clause is probably ioot 

restrictive, the words saints and eave/^< ones necessarily requiring 
the article. Now when such antecedents are .flowed by a, deter- 
minative, they ought, for distinction's sake, to- bei-atlehded with^tbe 

demonstrative pronoun, as thusi, r- but. toi4o«e saints, and to 

(^oae excellent ones in uAom—r--^." 

Though not attending to this civeumstance, the. translators of/the 
Bible have rendered the following passage ambiguous^ even in regards 
to the antecedent : There stood by me. this night . the dngel of God* 
whose I am, and lo^om I 8erYe."t The: relatives here ti^^^e and 
whom refer more regularly to angel than to God, Thid, howeter, i» 
not agreeable to the sense of the apostle. The words, . theretbre, 
ought to have been translated "—an angel of fA« God,'? or.** ■ ■ of 
that God, whose I am, and whom I serve."§ . For though the tei?m 
God in strict propriety can be applied only.toone, and;U)ayvthereforei 
be thought to stand on the same footing with proper names, it is, in 
the common way of using it, ah appellative, and foUowa the construcr , 
tion of appellatives. Thus' we say, "the God of Abraham*" " the 
God of armies." Besides, iPaul in the passage quoted was speaking 
to heathens ; and this circumstance gives an additional propriety to 
the article. 

For an instance of ambiguity in the construction of the pronoun hisj 
I shall borrow an example from a French grammarian ;|1 for though 
an equivocal word can rarely be translated by an equivocal word, it 
is very easy, when two languages have a considerable degree of 
similarity in their stracture and analogy, to transfer an ambiguity 
from one to the other. The instance t mean is this : " Lisias pro- 
mised to his father never to abandon his friends." Were they his 
own friends, or his father's, whom Lisias promised never to aban^ 
don 1 This sentence, rendered literally, would be ambiguous in 

♦ Bolingbroke'a Dissertations on Parties, Let. 12. 

t Psalm xvi. 2, 3. J Acts, xxvii.'SS, 
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moit modtni tongoos.* In the earliest and siraplest times, the dra- 
matie manner in which people were accustomed to relate the plain- 
est &ctSy served effectually to exclude all ambigaities of this sort 
from their writings* They would have saidt ^^Listas gave a pro- 
mise to his &ther in these words, I will never abandon my friends^^ 
if they were his own friends of whom he spoke ; your friends," if 
tiiey were his fiither's. It is, I think, to be regretted, that the mo- 
dems have too much departed from this primitive simplicity. It 
doth not want some advantages beside that of perspicuity. It is 
often more picturesque, as well as more affecting ; though it must 
be owned, it requires so many words, and such frequent repetitions 
of As soul, he amweredj and the like, that the dialogue, iflong, is 
veiy apt to grow irksome* But it is at least pardonable to adopt this 
method occasionally, where it can serve to remove an ambiguity. 
As the turn which Buffier gives the sentence in French, in order to 
avoid the double meaning, answers equally well in English, I shall 
here literally translate it. On the first supposition, Lisias, speak- 
ing of his friends, promised to his father, never to abandon them^^' 
On the second supposition, Lisias, speaking of his fathers friends, 
promised to his fiither, never to abandon them/'f 

It is easy to conceive, that, in numberless instances, the pronoun 
As, will, in like manner, be ambiguous, when two or more males hap- 
pen to be mentioned in the same clause of a sentence. In such a 
case, we ought always either to give another turn to the expression, 
or to use the noun itself, and not the pronoun : for when the repeti- 
tion of a word is necessary, it is not offensive. The translators of 
the Bible have oflen judiciously used this method ; I say judiciously, 
because, though the other method be oii some occasions preferable, 
yet, by attempting the other, they would have run a much greater 
risk of destroyiog that beautiful simplicity, which is an eminent cha- 
racteristic of the language of holy writ. I shall take an instance 
from the speech of Judah to his brother Joseph in £gypt : We 
said to my lord, The lad cannot leave his father ; for if he should 

* It would be ambigaoQs in Latin. The difltinction which obtains in that 
tongue between the pronouns suus and yw, would totally preclude all doubt 

1 1 even think, that the turn of the sentence is easiisr in English than in French : 
** Lisias, pailant des amis de son pere k son pere mdme, lui promit de ne lea 
abandonner jamais.'* It may be thought that, on the first supposition, there is 
a shorter way of removins the doubt Ses propret amis, in French, and his own 
friends, in English, would eflfectually answer the end. But let it be observed, 
that the introduction of this appropriating term hath an exclusive appearance 



the distinction in Elnglish between his and her precludes several ambiguities 
that afiect most other European tongues. Suppose the promise had been made 
to the mother instead of the father, the simple enunciation of it would be equal- 



n'abandonner jamais se$ amis," is their expression, whether they be his friends 
or hers, of whom he speaks. If it were a aaughter to her father, the case would 
be the same with them, but different with us. I may remark here, by the way, 
how much more this small distinction in regard to the antecedent conduces to 
perspicuity, than the distinctions of gender and number in regard to the nouns 
with which they are joined. As to this last connexion, the place of the pro- 
noun always ascertains it, so that, for this purpose at least, the change of ter- 
mination is superfluous. 
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leave his father* his father would .die.''* The word his faiker are 
in this short verse thrice repeated, and yet are net disameahle, as 
they contribute to perspiciiity. Had the last part of the sientence 
run thus, *^If he should leave his father, he would die," it would not 
have appeared from the expression^ whether it was the child or the 
parent that would die. Some have imagined, that the pronoun ought 
always regularly to refer to the nearest preceding noun of the same 
gender and number. But this notion is founded in a mistake, and 
doth not suit the idiom of any language, ancient or modenu From 
the rank that some words maintain in Uie sentence, if I may be al- 
lowed that expression, a reader will have a natural tendency to con- 
sider the pronoun as referring to them, without regard to their situa- 
tion. In support of this observation, I shall produce two examples. 
The first shall be of the neuter singular of the third personal pro- 
noun; *'But I shall leave this subject to your management, and 
question not but you will throw it into such lights, as shall at once 
improve and entertain your reader, "f There is no ambiguity here, 
nor would it, on the most cursory reading, enter into the head of any 
person of common sense, that the pronoun it rentes to moiMiFemefil, 
which is nearer, and not to subject^ which is more remote. Nor is it 
the sense only that directs us m this preference. There is another 
principle by which we are influenced. The accusativo of the active 
verb is one chief object of attention in a sentence ; the regimen of 
that accusative hath but a secondary value ; it is regarded only as 
explanatory of the former, or at most as an appendage to it This 
consideration doth not aflect those only who understand grammar, 
but all who understand the language. The diflferent parts of speech, 
through the power of custom, produce their effect on those who are 
ignorant of their very names, as much as on the grammarian himself : 
though it is the grammarian alone who can give a nUional account of 
these effects. The other example I promised to give shall be of the 
masculine of the same number and person, in the noted complaint of 
Cardinal Wolsey immediately after his disgrace : 

Had I but serv'd my Qod, with hsif the seal 
I servM my king ; he WQuld not in mine age 
Have left me nu£ed to mine enemies.l 

Here though the word king is adjoining, and the word God at some 
distance, the pronoun 1u cannot so regularly refer to that noun as to 
this. The reason is, the whole of the second clause beginning with 
these words, **with half the zeal," maintains but a subordinate rank 
in the sentence, as it is introduced in explication of the first, and 
might be omitted, not indeed without impairing, but without destroy- 
ing, the sense. Yet neither the rank in the sentence, nor the near- 
ness of position, will invariably determine the import of the relative. 
Sometimes, indeed, as was observed by the French author last quo- 
ted, the sense of the words connected is sufficient to remove the am- 
biguity, though the reader should have no previous knowledge of the 
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subject. And, doubtless, it is equally reasonable to admit a con« 
struction wbicb, tbough naturally equivocal, is fixed bj the connex- 
ion, as to admit an equivocal term, the sense whereof is in this man- 
ner ascertained. Of an ambiguity thus removed the following will 
serve for an example : " Alexander, having conquered Darius, made 
himself master of his dominions." His may refer grammatically 
either to Alexander or to Darius, but as no man is said to make him- 
self master of what was previously his own, the words connected 
prevent the faltie sense from presenting itself to the reader. 

But it is not the pronouns only that are liable to be used ambigu- 
ously. There is in adjectives, particularly, a great risk of ambiguity, 
when they are not adjoined to the substantives to which they be- 
long. This hazard, it must be owned, is greater in our language 
than m most others, our adjectives having no declension, whereby 
case, number, and gender, are distinguished. Their relation, there- 
fore, for the most part, is not otherwise to be ascertained but by their 
place. The following sentence will '«erve for an example : God 
heapeth favours on his servants ever liberal and faithful." Is it God 
or his servants' that are liberal and faithful ? If the former, say, 
^God, ever liberal and faithful, heapeth favours on his servants." 
If the latter, say, either God heapeth favours on his ever liberal 

and faithful sen^ants," or " his servants who'are ever liberal and 

faithful." Ther6 is another frequent cause of ambiguity in the use 
of adjectives, which hath been as yet, in our language, very little at- 
tended to. Two or more are sometimes made to refer to the same 
substantive, when, in fact, they do not belong to the same thing, but 
to different things which, being of the same kind, are expressed by 
the same generic name. I explain myself by an example : " Both 
the ecclesiastic and secular powers concurred in those measures." 
Here the two adjectives ecclebiastic and secular relate to the same 
substantive powers, but do not relate to the same individual things ; 
for the powers denominated ecclesiastic are totally different from 
those denominated secular. Indeed, the reader^ perfect knowledge 
of the difference may prevent his attending to this ambiguity, or ra- 
ther impropriety of speech. But this mode of expression ought to be 
avoided, because, if admitted in one instance where the meaning per- 
haps is clear to the generality of readers, a writer will be apt inadvert- 
ently to fall into it in other instances, where the meaning is not clear, 
nay, where most readers will be misled. This too common idiom 
may be avoided either by repeating the substantive, or by subjoining 
the substantive to the first adjective, and prefixing the article to the 
second as well as to the first. Say, either Both the ecclesiastic 
powers and the secular powers concurred in those measures ;" or, 
which is perhaps preferable, *^Both the ecclesiastic powers and the 
secular concurred in those measures." The substantive being pos- 
terior to the first adjective, and anterior to the second, the second, 
though it refers, cannot, according to grammatical order, belong to 
it. The substantive is therefore understood as repeated ; besides, 
the repetition of the article has the force to denote that this is not an 
additional epithet to the same subject, but belongs to a subject totally 
distinct, though coming under the same denomination. There is, 
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indeed, one phrase liable to the aforesaid objection, which use hath 
so firmly established, that, I fear, it would savour of affectation to 
alter. The phrase I mean is, ** The lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled. Nevertheless, when it is not expected that 
we should express ourselves in the style of the law, and when we are 
not quoting either a decision of the house of peers, or an act of par- 
liament, I imagine it would be better to say, The spiritual lords and 
the temporal." — On the contrary, wherever the two adjectives are 
expressive of qualities belonging to a subject, not only specifically, 
but individually the same, the other mode of speech is preferable, 
which makes them belong also to the fiame noun. Thus we say 
properly, The high and mighty states of Holland," because it is not 
some of the states that are denominated liigh^ and others of them 
mighty, but both epithets are given alike to all. It would therefore 
be equally faulty here to adopt such an arrangement as would make 
a reader conceive them to be different. In cases wherein the article 
is not used, the place of the substantive ought to show whether both 
adjectives belong to the same thing, or to different things having the 
same name. In the first case, the substantive ought either to pre- 
cede both adjectives, or to follow both : in the second, it ought to 
follow the first adjective, and may be repeated afler the second, or 
understood, as will best suit the harmony of the sentence, or the na- 
ture of the composition ; for the second adjective cannot grathmati- 
cally belong to the noun which follows the first, though that noun 
may properly suggest to th6 reader the word to be supplied. Thus I 
should say rightly-, " It is the opinion of all good and wise wen, that a 
vicious person cannot enjoy true happiness ;" because I mean to sig- 
nify that this is the opinion of those to whom both qualities, goodness 
and wisdom, are justly attributed. But the following passage in our 
version of the sacred text is not so proper, £very scribe instructed 
into the kingdom of heaven, is like an householder, who bringeth out 
of his treasures things new and old,^^* Both epithets cannot belong 
to the same things. Make but a small alteration in the order, and 
say new things and oil, and you will add greatly both to the perspi- 
cuity and to the propriety of the expression. In cases similar to the 
example last quoted, if a preposition be necessary to the construction 
of the sentence, it ought to be repeated before the second adjective. 
Thus, Death is the common lot of all, of good men and bad." But 
when both adjectives express the qualities of an identical subject, it 
is better not to repeat the preposition. The prince gave encou- 
ragement to all honest and industriotts artificers of neighbouring na- 
tions to come and settle amongst his subjects." Here both qualities, 
honesty and industry, are required in every artificer encouraged by 
the prince. I shall observe lastly on this article, that though the ad- 
jectives relate to different things, if no substantive be expressed, it is 
not necessary to repeat the preposition- The reason is, that in such 
cases the adjectives are used substantively, or, to speak more proper- 
ly, are real substantives. Thus we may say, either, " Death is the 
inevitable fate of good and bad, rich and poor, wise and foolish," or 
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*• of good and of bad, of rich and of poor.*' When the de- 
finite article is prefixed to the first adjective, it ought to be repeated 
before the second, if the adjectives are expressive of qualities belong- 
ing to difiereht subjects ; but not if they refer to the same subject. 
Thus we say rightly, How inunense the difierence between the pi- 
ous and the profane." I address myself only to the intelligent and 
attentive." In the former^ the subjects referred to are manifestly differ- 
ent ; in the latter they coincide as both qualities are required in every 
hearer. The following passage is by consequence justly censurable. 
The exceptionable phrases are distinguished by the character : Wis- 
dom and folly, the virtuous and the vile, the learned and ignorant^ the 
temperate and debauched^ all give and return the jest."* For the same 
reason, and it is a sufficient reason, that he said, the virtuous and 
the vile," he ought to have said the learned and the ignorant, the 
temperate and the debauched." 

I proceed to give examples in some of the other parts of speech. 
The construction of substantive nouns is sometimes ambiguous. — 
Take the following instance : Ton shall seldom find a dull fellow 
of good education, but (if he happen to have any leisure upon his 
hands,) will turn his head to one of those two amusements for all fools 
of eminence, politics or po6/ri/."f The position of the words po/i- 
iic8 or poetry makes one at first imagine, that along with the term 
eminence^ they are affected by the preposition o/*, and construed with 
foola. The repetition of the to after eminence would have totally re- 
moved the ambiguity. A frequent cause of this fault in the con- 
struction of substantives, especially in verse, is, when both what we 
call the nominative case and the accusative are put before the verb. 
As in nouns those cases are not distinguished either by inflection or 
by prepositions, so neither can they be distinguished in such instan- 
ces by arrangement. 

The rising tomb a lofty column bore.} 

Did the tomb bear the column, or the column the tomb T 

And thus the son the fervent sire addre8t.§ 

This, though liable to the same objection, may be more easily recti- 
fied, at least in a considerable measure. As die possessive pronoun 
is supposed to refer to some preceding noun, which, for distinction's 
sake, I have here called the antecedent, though the term is not often 
used in so great latitude, it is always better to be construed with the 
accusative of the verb, and to refer to the nominative as its antece- 
dent. The reason is, the nominative, to which it most naturally re- 
fers, whether actually preceding or not, is always conceived in the 
order of things to precede. If then it was the son who spoke, say, 

And thus the son his fervent sire addrest. 

* Brown on the Characteristics, Ess. L Sect 5* 
t Spectator, No. 43. 

t Pope's Odyssey, Book 18. § Ibid. Book 19. 
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If the father, 

And thus his son the fervent sire addrest 

In coiifirmatioD of this, let us consider the way in which we should 
express ourselves in plain prose, without any transposition of words. 
For the first, Thus the son addressed his father for the second. 
Thus the father addressed his son ;" are undoubtedly good : 
whereas, to say in lieu of the first, Thus his son addressed the fa- 
ther and in lieu of the second, Thus his father addressed the 
son," are not English. By the English idiom, therefore, the pos- 
sessive pronoun is, in such instances, more properly joined to the 
regimen of the verb than to the nominative. If this practice were 
universal, as it is both natural and suitable to the genius of our tongue, 
it would always indicate the construction wherever the possessive 
pronoun could be properly introduced. For this reason I consider 
the two following lines as much clearer of the charge of ambiguity 
than the former quotation from the same work : 

Young Itylus, his parent's darling joy, 
Whom chance misled the mother to destroy. * 

For though the words whom and the mother are both in the accusa- 
tive, the one as the regimen of the active verb misled^ the other as 
the regimen of the active verb destroy^ yet the destroyer or agent is 
conceived in the natural order as preceding the destroyed or patieht. 
If, therefore, the last line had been, 

Whom chance misled his mother to destroy, 

it would have more naturalty imported, that the son destroyed his 
mother ; as it stands, it more naturally imports, agreeable to the po- 
et's design, that the mother destroyed her son ; there being in this 
last case no access for the possessive pronoun. I acknowledge, 
however, that uniform usage cannot (though both analogy and utility 
may) be pleaded in favour of the distinction now made. I therefore 
submit entirely to the candid and judicious the propriety of observing 
it for the future. 

The following is an example of ambiguity in using conjunctions : 
At least ray own private letters leave room for a politician, well 
versed in matters of this nature, to suspect as muckj as o. penetrating 
friend of mine tells me."']* The particle as which in this sentence 
immediately precedes the word a penetrating friend, makes fre- 
quently a part of these compound conjunctions as much as, as well 
as, as far as. — It will therefore naturally appear at first to belong to 
the words as much, which immediately precede it. But as this is not 
really the case, it ought to have been otherwise situated ; for it is not 
enough that it is separated by a comma, these small distinctions in 
the pointing being but too frequently overlooked. Alter the arrange- 
ment then, and Oie expression will be no longer ambiguous : At 
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least my owo private letters, as a penetrating friend of mine teUa me, 
leave room for a politician well versed in matters of this nature, to 
suspect as much." In the succeeding passage the same author 
gives us an example of ambiguity, in the application of an adverb and 
a conjunction : I beseech you, sir, to inform these fellows, that 
they have not the spleen, beemue they cannottalk without the help of 
a glass, or convey their meaning to each other without the interposi- 
tion of clouds."* The ambiguity here lies in the two words not 
and became. What follows beemue^ appears on the first hearing, 
to be the reason why the person here addressed is desired to inform 
these fellows, that they are not splenetic ; on the second, it appears 
to be the reason why people ought to conclude, that they are not ; 
and on the third, the author seems only intending to signify, that this ' 
is not a sufficient reason to make any body conclude that they are. 
This error deserves our notice the more, that it is often to he found 
even in our best writers. 

Sometimes a particular expression is so situated, that it may be 
construed with more or less of another particular expression which 
precedes it in the sentence, and may consequently exhibit different 
senses : " He has, by some strange magic, arrived at the value of 
half a plumb, as the citizens call a hundred thousand potin({9."t 
it a plumb or half a plumb, which the citizens call a hundred thou- 
sand pounds ?" I will spend a hundred or two pounds, rather than 
be enslaved."! This is another error of the same sort, but rather 
wqjrse. Hundred cannot regularly be understood between the ad- 
jective two and its substantive pounds. Besides, the indefinite article 
a cannot properly express one side of the alternative, and supply the 
place of a numeral adjective opposed to two. The author's meaning 
would have been better expressed either of these ways : " I will 
spend one or two hundred pounds," or, " I will spend one hundred 
pounds or two, rather than be enslaved." In the former case it is 
evident that the words hundred pounds belong to both numeral adjec- 
tives ; in the latter, that they are understood after the second. The 
r^erence and construction of the concluding words in the next quo- 
tation, is very indefinite ; " My christian and surname begin and end 
with the same letters,^^§ Doth his christian name begin with the 
same letter that his surname begins with, and end with the same let- 
ter that his surname ends with ? or, doth his christian name end with 
the same letter with which it begins, and his surname also end with 
the same letter with which it begins ? or, lastly, are all these four let- 
ters, the first and the last of each name, the same letter. || 

Sometimes a particular clause or expression is so situated, that it 
may be construed with different members of the sentence, and thus 
exhibit different meanings : it has not a word," says Pope, but 
what the author religiously thinks in $7. "IT One would at first ima- 
gine his meaning to be, that it had not a word which the author did 
not think to be in it. Alter a little the place of the two last words, 

* Spect. No. 53. f.Tatler, No. 40. 

t Swift to Sheridan. § Spect. N. 505 O. 

II All example of the first is Andrew Askew, ef the second, Hezekiah Thrift, 
and of the third Norman Neilson. 
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and the ambiguity will be removed : It has not a word in iU but 
what the author religiously thinks." Of the same kind, also, is the 
subsequent quotation : " Mr. Dryden makes a very handsome obser- 
vation on Ovid's writing a letter from Dido to iELneas, in the foU 
lowing words*^^* Whether are the following words, the words of 
Dido's letter, or of Dryden's observation 1 Before you read them, 
you will more readily suppose them to be the words of the letter ; 
after reading them, you find they are the words of the observation. 
The order ought to have been, " Mr. Dryden, in the following words 
makes a very handsome observation on Ovid's writing a letter from 
Dido to JElneas.^ 

I shall conclude this section with an instance of that kind of ambi- 
guity which the French call a squinting construction ;'\ that is, when 
a' clause is so situated in a sentence, that one is at first at a loss to 
know whether it ought to be connected with the words which go be- 
fore, or with those which come after. Take the following passage 
for an example : As it is necessary to have the head clear as well 
as the complexion, to be perfect in this part of learnings I really min- 
gle with the men, but frequent the tea-tables of the ladies."| — 
Whether, To be perfect in this part of learning, it is necessary to 
have the head clear as well as the complexion ;" or, To be perfect 
in this part of learning, does he iparely mingle with the men, but fre- 
quent the tea-tables of the ladies?" Which ever of these be the 
sense, the words ought to have been otherwise ranged. 



4 SECTION III. 

THE UNINTELLIGIBLE. 

I HAVE already considered two of the principal and most common 
ofiences against perspicuity ; and come now to make some remarks 
on the third and last offence^ mentioned in the enumeration formerly 
given. It was observed, that a speaker may not only express him- 
self obscurely, and so convey his meaning imperfectly to the mind of 
the hearer, that he may not only express himself ambiguously, and so, 
along with his own, convey a meaning entirely difierent, but even 
express himself unintelligibly, and so convey no meaning at all. One 
would, indeed, think it hardly possible, that a man of sense, who per- 
fectly understands the language which he useth* should ever speak 
or write in such a manner as to be altogether unintelligible. Yet this 
is what frequently happens. The cause of this fault in any writer, I 
take to be always one or other of the three following ; first, grea| 
confusion of thought, which is commonly accompanied with intricacy 
of expression ; secondly, afiectation of excellence in the diction ; 
thirdly, a total want of meaning. I do not mention as one of the 

* Spect No. 62. t Oxmstniction louche. t Guardian, No. 10. 
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causes of this imputation, a penury of language ; though this, doubt- 
less, may contribute to produce it. In fact, I never found one who 
had a justness of apprehension, and was free from affectation, at a 
loss to make himself understood in his native tongue, even though 
he had little command of language, and made but a bad choice of 
words. 



Part I. — From confusion of thought. 

The first cause of the unintelligible in composition is confusion of 
thought. Language, as hath been already observed, is the medium 
through which the sentiments of the writer are perceived by the 
reader. And though the impurity or the grossness of the medium 
will render the image obscure or indistinct, yet no purity in the me- 
dium will suffice for exhibiting a distinct and unvarying image of a 
confused and unsteady object. There la a sort of half-formed thoughts, 
which we sometimes find writers impatient to give the world, before 
they themselves are fully possessed of them. Now, if the writer him- 
self perceived confusedly and imperfectly the sentiments he would 
communicate, it is a thousand to one, the reader will not perceive 
them at all. But how then, it may be asked, shall he be qualified 
for discovering the cause, and distinguishing in the writer between a 
confusion of thought, and a total want of meaning ? I answer, that 
in examples of this kind the cause will sometimes, not always, be 
discovered by means of an attentive and frequent perusal of the words 
and context. Some meaning, afierlong poring, will perhaps be traced ; 
but in all such cases we may be said more properly to divine what the 
author would say, than to understand what he says ; and therefore all 
such sentences deserve to be ranked among the unintelligible. If a 
discovery of the sense be made, that it is made ought rather to be as- 
cribed to the sagacity of the reader, than to the elocution of the wri- 
ter. This species of the unintelligible (which, by the way, differs not 
in kind, but in degree, from the obscurity already considered, being 
no other than that bad quality in the extreme) I shall exemplify first 
in simple, and afterwards in complex sentences. 

First in simple sentences : ^* I have observed," says Sir Richard 
Steele, who, though a man of sense and genius, was a great master 
in this style, that the superiority among these," he is speaking of 
some cofiee-house politicians, proceeds from an opinion of gal- 
lantry and fashion."* This sentence considered in itself, evidently 
conveys no meaning. First, it is not said whose opinion, their own 
or that of others ; secondly, it is not said what opinion, or of what 
sort, favourable or unfavourable, true or false, but in general an opin- 
ion of gallantry and fashion, which contains no definite expression of 
any meaning. With the joint assistance of the context, reflection, and 
conjecture, we shall perhaps conclude, that the author intended to 
say, " that the rank among these politicians was determined by the 
opinion generally entertained of the rank in point of gallantry and 
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fashion that each of them had attained." But no part of this is ex- 
pressed. Another specimen : And as to a well taught mind, when 
jou've said an haughty and proud man, you have spoke a narrow 
conception, little spirit, and despicable cctrriage."* Here too it is 
possible to guess the intention of the author, but notio explain the 
import of the expression. 

Take the two following examples of complex sentences from the 
same hand : " I must confess we live in an age wherein a few empty 
blusterers carry away the praise of speaking, while a crowd of fellows 
overstocked with knowledge are run down by them : I say, overstock- 
ed, because they certainly are so, as to their service of mankind, if 
from their very store they raise to themselves ideas of respect and 
greatness of the occasion, and I know not what, to disable them- 
selves from explaining their thoughts."! The other example is, 

The serene aspect of these writers, joined with the great encourage- 
ment I observe is given to another, or, what is indeed to be suspect* 
ed) in which he indulges himself, confirmed me in the notion I have 
of the prevalence of ambition this way."| But leaving this, which is 
indeed the dullest species of the unintelligible, I proceed to the second 
class, that which arises from an affectation of excellence. 

Part 11. — From affeetaiion of excellence. 

In this there is always something figurative ; but the figures are 
remote, and things heterogeneous are combined. I shall exemplify 
this sort also, first in a few more simple sentences, and then in such 
as are more complex^ Of the former, take the following instances : 

This temper of soul," says the Guardian, speaking of meekness and 
humility, keeps our understanding tight about us."§ Whether the 
author had any meaning in this expression, or what it was, I shall not 
take upon me to determine ; but hardly could any thing more incon- 
gruous in the way of metaphor haVe been imagined. The under- 
standing is made a girdle to ouf other mental faculties, for the fasten- 
ii^ of which girdle, meekness and humility serve for a buckle. A 
man is not qualified for a butt, who has not a good deal of wit and 
vivacity, e«en in the ridictdoua side of hia character,^^\\ It is only 
the additional clause in the end that is here exceptionable. What a 
strange jumble ! A man's wit and vivacity placed on the side of his 
character. Sometimes in a sentence sufiiciently perspicuous, we 
shall find an unintelligible clause inserted, which, as it adds not to 
the sense, serves only to interrupt the reader, and darken the senti- 
ment. Of this the following passage will serve for an example : ** I 
seldom see a noble building, or any great piece of magnificence and 
pomp, but I think how little is all this to satisfy the ambition or iofiU 
the idea of an immortal soul."ir Pray, what addition does the phrase 
to fill the idea make to the sense ; or what is the meaning of it ? I 
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shall subjoin for the sake of variety, one poetical example from Dry- 
den, who, speaking of the univenal deluge, says. 

Yet when that flood in its own depths was drown*d, 
It left behind its false and slippery groond.* 

The first of these lines appears to me marvellously nonsensical. It 
informs us of a prodigy never heard of or conceived before^ a drown- 
ed flood ; nay, which is still more extraordinary, a flood that was so 
excessively deep, that after leaving nothing else to drown, it turned 
felo de te and drowned itself. And, doubtless, if a flood can be in 
danger of drowning in itself, the deeper it is, the danger must be the 
greater. So far at least the author talks consequentially. His mean- 
ing expressed in plain language (for the line itsetf hath no meaning,) 
was probably no more than this : When the waters ef the deluge 
had subsided." 

I proceed to give examples of a still higher order, in sentences 
more complicated. These I shall produce from an author, who, 
though far from being deficient in acuteness, invention, or vivacity, 
is perhaps, in this species of composition, flie most eminent of all 
that have written in the«English language : If the savour of things 
lies across to honesty, if die fancy be florid, and the appetite high 
towards the subaltern beauties and lower, order of worldly symme- 
tries and proportions, the conduct will infallibly turn this latter way. "f 
This is that figure of speech which ihe French critics call gaUmaiiaa^ 
and the English comprehend under the general name bambaait and 
which may not improperly be defined the iuidime of nostente. Yob 
have lofty images and high sounding words, but are always at a ]oa» 
to find the sense. The meaning, where there is a meaning, cannot 
be said to be commnnicfited and adorned by the words, but is rather 
buried under them. Of the same kind are the two following quota- 
tions from the same author : Men must acquire a very peculiar and 
strong habit of turning their eye inwards, in order to explore the in- 
terior regions and recesses of the mind, the hollow caverns of deep 
thought, the private seats of fancy, and the wastes and wildernesses, 
as well as the more fruitful and cultivated tracts of this obscure eli- 
raate."! A most wonderful way of telling us, that it is difficult to 
trace the operations of the mind. This may serve to give some no- 
tion of the figure which the French Phebus, no ofi*ence to the Grecian 
who is of a very different family, is capable of making in an English 
dress. His lordship proceeds in his own inimitable manner, or rather 
in what follows hath outdone himself : "But what can one do? or 
how dispense with these darker disquisitions and moon-light voyages, 
when we have to deal with a sort of moon-blind wits, who, ^ugh 
very acute and able in their kind, may be said to renounce daylight, 
and extinguish in a manner the bright visible outward world, by al- 
lowing us to know nothing beside what we can prove by strict atid 

♦ Panegyric on the Coronation of King Charles II. 
t Characteristics, Vol. III. Misc. ii. Chap. 2. 
i Characiteristict, Vol. III. Miatc. iv. Chap. 2. 
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formal demonstration.*^* It must be bwnedy the conditioii of thoit 
wits is truly deplorable ; for though verj acute and able in their kindt 
yet being moon-blind, they eaonot see by night^and having renounced 
day-lighty they will not see by day ; so that^ for any use they have of 
their eyes, they are no better than stone-blind. It is astenishii^ too« 
that the reason for rendenng a-moon-*light voyage indispensaMe isi 
that we have moon-blind persons only for our company, the very rea- 
son which, to an ordinary understant&ig, would seem to render such 
a voyage improper. When one narrowly esiamines a piece of writing 
of this stamp, one finds one's self precisely in the situation of the fox 
in the fable, turning over and considering the tragedian's mask,! and 
can hardly refrain from exclaiming- in the same words: 

How vast a head is here without a brain !{ 

Fart III. — From maU of fiuaning* 

I COME now to the last class of the unintelligible, which proceeds 
from a real want of meaning in the writer. Instances of this sort are 
even in the works of good authors much more numerous than is com- 
monly imagined. But how shall this defect be discovered 1 There 
are indeed cases, in which it is hardly discoverable ; there are cases, 
on the contrary, in which it may be easily discovered. There is one 
remarkable difference between this class of the unintelligible, and 
that which was first taken notice of, proceeding from confusiop of 
thought, acco^ipanied with intricacy of expression. When this is 
the cause of the difiiculty, the reader will not fs^, if he be attentive^ 
to hesitate at certain intervals, and to retrace his progress, finding 
himself bewildered in the terms, and at a loss fi^r the meaning, — 
Then he will try to construe the sentence, and to ascertain the sig- 
nifications of the words. By these means, and by $he help of the con- 
text, he will possibly come at last at what the author would have 
said. Whereas, in that species of the unintelligible which proceeds 
from a vacuity of thought, the reverse commonly happens. The sen- 
tence is generally simple in its structure, and the construction easy. 
When this is the case, provided words glaringly unsuitable are not 
combined, the reader proceeds without hesitation or doubt. He ne- 
ver suspects that he does not understand a sentence, the* terms of 
which are familiar to him, and of which he perceives distinctly the 
grammatical order. But if he be by any means induced to think 
more closely on the subject, and to peruse the words a second time 
more attentively ; it is probable that be will then begin to suspect 
them, and will at length discover, that they contain nothing, but either 
an identical proposition, which conveys no knowledge ; or a propo- 
sition of that kind, of which one cannot so much as affirm, that it is 

* Characteristics, Vol. III. Misc. iv. Chap. 2. 

t Persona tragica is commonly rendered so; but it was very different from 
what is called a mask with us. It was a case which covered the whole head, 
and had a face painted on it suitable to the character to be represented by it 
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either true or iUie. And this is jostlj allowed to be the best crite- 
rion of nonsense.* It is, indeed, more difficult to distinguish sen- 
tences of this kind from those of the second class* of the unintelligi- 
ble alreadj discussed, in which the darkness is chiefly imputable lo 
an aflfectation of excellence. But m these nrntters it is not of im- 
portance to fix the boundaries with precision. Sometimes pompous 
metaphors, and sonorous phrases, are injudiciously employed to add 
a dignity to the most trivial conceptions ; sometimes they are made 
to serve as a vehicle for nonsense. And whether some of the above 
citations fall under the one denomination or the other would scarce- 
ly be worth while to inquire. It hath been observed, that in mad- 
men there is as great a variety of character, as in those who en- 
joy the use of their reason. In like manner, it may be said of non- 
sense, that, in writing it, there is as great scope for variety of style, 
as there is writing sense. I shall therefore not attempt to give spe- 
cimens of all the characters of style which this kind of composition 
admits. The task would be endless. Let it suffice to specify some 
of the prmcipal. 



1. THE PUXRILK. 

Thk first I shall mention is the jmeriU^ which is always produced 
when an author runs on in a specious verbosity, amusing his readers 
with synonymous terms and identical propositions, well-turned pe- 
riods, and high-sounding words ; but, at the same time, using those 
words so indefinitely, that the latter can either affix no meaning to 
them at all, or may almost affix any meaning to them he pleases. 

If 'tis asked," says a late writer, ^' whence arises this harmony or 
beauty of language ? what are the rules for obtaining it? The an- 
swer is obvious — Whatever renders a period sweet and pleasant 
makes it also graceful ; a good ear is the gift of Nature, it may be 
much improved, but not acquired by art ; whoever is possessed of it 
will scarcely need dry critical precepts to enable him to judge of a 
true rhythmus, and melody of composition ; just numbers, accurate 
proportions, a musical symphony, magnificent figures, and that deco- 
mm, which is the result of all these, are unison to the human mind ; 
we are so framed by Nature, that their charm is irresistible. Hence 
all ages and nations have been smit with the love of the muses."! 
Who can now be at a loss to know whence the harmony and beauty 

* Of all that is written in this style, we may justly say in the words of Lord 
Venilam, (De Aug. Sci. L. vi. C. 2.) applying to a particular purpose the words 
ofHorace, 

Tantum series juncturaque pollet, 

Tantum de medio sumptis accedit honoris ; 

ut speciem artis, nescio cujus, praclane scepenumero reportent ea, quae si sol- 
vantur, segregentur, et denudentur, ad nihilum fere recasura forent As to the 
causes of the deception there is in this manner of writing, I shall attempt the in- 
vestigation of them in the following chapter, 
f Geddes on the Composition of Uie Ancients, Sect 1. 
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of language arises^ or what the roles for obtaioiag it are ? Through the 
whole paragraph the author proceeds in the same careless atid desul<» 
tory manner, not much unlike that of thetritical essay upon the facul* 
ties of the mind { affording at times some glimmerings of sense* and 
perpetually ringing the changes on a few favourite wonb and phrases. 
A poetical example of the same signature, in^ which there is not even 
a glimpse of meaning, we have in the following lines of Dryden : • 

Fkmh hflurmoi^, from heavenly harmony. 

This universal frame began : 

From harmony to harmony _ 
Thro' all the compass of the notes it ran, 
The diapason closing full in man.* 

In general it may be said, that in writings of this stamp, we must 
accept of sound instead of sense, being assured at least, that if we 
meet with little that can inform tl)e judgement, we shall find nothing 
that will offend the ear. 



2. THE LEARNED. 

Another sort I shall here specify is the learned nonsense. I 
know not a more fruitful source of this species than scholasttcal the- 
ology. The more incomprehensible the subject is, the greater scope 
has the declaimer to talk plausibly without any meaning. A speci- 
men of this I shall give from an author, who should have escaped 
this animadversion, had he not introduced from the pulpit a jargon 
which (if we can say without impropriety tbat.it was lit for anything) 
Was surely fitter for the cloister. For what cannot in the least con- 
tribute to the instruction of a Christian society may afford excellent 
matter of contemplative amazement to dronish monks. Although 
we read of several properties attributed to God in scripture, as wisr 
dom, goodness, justice, &c. we must not apprehend them to be seve- 
ral powers, habits, or qualities, as they are in us ; for as they are in 
God, they are neither diistinguished from one another»,nor from his 
nature or essence in whom they are said to be. In whom, I say, 
they are said to be ; for, to speak properly, they are not in him, but 
are his very essence or nature itself; which, acting severally upon 
several objects, seems to us to act from several properties or perfec- 
tions in him ; whereas, all the difference is only in our different appre^ 
hensions of the same thing. God in himself is a most simple and 
pure act, and therefore cannot have any thing in him, but what is that 
most simple and pure act itself; which, seeing it bringeth upon every 
creature what it deserves, we conceive of it as of several divine per- 
fections in the same almighty Being. Whereas God, whose under- 
standing is infinite as himself, doth not apprehend himself under the 
distinct notions of wisdom, or goodness, or justice, or the- like, but 
only as Jehovah."'t* How edifying- must it have been to the hearers 
to be made acquainted widi these deep discoveries of the men of scir 
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eiiee; difiaeftttribiiteStfrtiiehaieBoatlrilM^^ 
ttnetasdpcrfMtljtlMMme; whichaiejiwdy ascribed to Ckidy being 
■scribed to bran in scripture, but do not beloqg to biin : vbich aie 
sonetbiiig and ootbing, wbkb are the igments of bnman imagina- 
tion« mere ebioMras, ii^ch are God biniMK whidi are the acton of 
all things ; and wbieh* to sum op all, are theoMelves a simple act4 
Who uihUilua darkemik eamtBd by wardgmtkindknowUdget''* 
Can the tendency of such teaching be any other than to perplex and 
to confound, and even to throw the hearers into universal doubt and 
scepticism ? To such a style of explication these lines of our British 
bard, addressed to the patroness of sophistry as well as dulness, are 
admirably adapted : 

EspUin apon a things till all meD doubt H : 
And wrile about it, goddess, and about itj 

Of the same kind of school-metaphysics are these lines of Cowley ; 

Nothing is there to come, and nothing patL 
But an etenial tuno does always last.} 

What an insatiable appetite has this bastard-philosophy for absurdity 
and contradiction ! A noto that lasts ; that is, an instant which con- 
tinues during successive instants ; an eternal now, an instant that is 
no instant, and an eternity that is no eternity. ' I have heard of a 
preacher, who, desirous to appear very profound, and to make obser- 
vations on the commonest subjects, which had never occurred to any 
body t)efore, remarked, as an instance of the goodness of Providence, 
that the moments of time come successively, and not simultaneously 
or together, which last method of coming would, he said, occasion in- 
finite confusion in the world. Many of his audience concluded his 
remark to be no better than a bull : and yet, it is fairiy defensible on 
the principles of the school-men ; if that can be called principles 
which consists merely in words. According to them, what Pope says 
hyperbolicatly of the transient duration and narrow range of man, is a 
literal description of the eternity and immensity of God : 

His time a moment, and a point his space.§ 

I remember to have seen it somewhere remarked, that mankind being 
necessarily incapable of making a present of any thing to God, have 
conceived, as a succedaneous expedient, the notion of destroying 
what should be offered to him, or at least of rendering it unfit for any 
other purpose. Something similar appears to have taken place in 
regard to the explanation of the divine nature and attributes, attempt- 
ed by some theorists. On a subject so transcendent, if it b^ impos- 
sible to be sublime, it is easy to be unintelligible. And that the theme 
is naturally imcomprehensible, they seem to have considered as a full 
apology for them in being perfectly absurd. In the former case, what 
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people eoukl not in strietoesv bestow upon their Maker, tliey coi^ 
easily reader un^t for the use of men ; and in the ktter, if onec&nnot 
grasp what is above the reach of reason, obe can without difficulty 
say a thousand things which are contrary to reason. 

But though sehi^tic theology be the prineipalf it is not the only 
subject of learned nonsense. In other branches of pneumatology we 
oflen meet with rhapspdies of the same kind. I shall take an exafl»- 
ple from a late honourable writer, who, thou^ he gives no quarter to 
the rants of others, sometimes fails into Uie ranting strain himself : 

Pleasures are the objects of s^f-love ; happiness, that of feasoii. 
Reason is so far kom depriving un of die first, that he^^iness consists 
in a series of them : and as this can be neither attained nor enjoyed 
securely out of society, a due use of our reason makes social and 
self-love coincide, or even become in effect the same. The condi- 
tion wherein we are bom and bred, the very condition so much com- 
plained of, prepares us for this coincidence, the foundation of all hu- 
man happiness ; and our whole nature, appetite, passion, and reason, 
concur to promote it. As our parents loved themselves in us, so we 
love ourselves in our children, and in those to whom we are most 
nearly related by blood< Thus far instinct improves self-love. Rear 
son improves it further. We love ourselves in our neighbours, and 
in our friends too, with TuUy's leave ; for if friendship is formed by 
a kind of sympathy, it is cultivated by good offices. Reason pro*- 
ceeds. We love ourselves in loving the politiieal body whose mem- 
bers we ar^ ; and we love ourselves, when we extend our benevolence 
to all mankind* These are the genuine effects of reason."* I would 
not be understood to signify, that there is.no meatiing in any dause 
of this quotation, but that the greater part of it is unmeaning ; and that 
the whole, instead of exhibiting a connected train of thought, agreea- 
bly to the author's intention, prea.enta us only with a few trifling or 
ini^ignificant phrases speciously strung together* The very first aen*- 
tence i$ justly exceptionable in this jresfwot . Had he said, Pleaauire 
is the object of appetite, happiness that of seL^love," there had been 
some sense in it ; as it stands, I suspect there is none. Pope; the 
great admirer and versifier of this philosof^y, hath succeeded much 
better in contra-distinguishing the provinces of reason and passion, 
where he say s^, 

Reason the caxd, but.passicm is the gale.t 

This always the mover, that the guide. As the card serves equally 
to point to us the course that we must steer, whatever be the situation 
of the port we are bound for, east or west, south or north ; so reason 
serves equally to indicate the. means that we mast employ for the at- 
tainment of any end, whatever that end be (right or wrong, profitable 
or pernicious,) which passion impels us to pursue. All that foHows 
of the passage quoted, abounds with the like loose and indefinite de- 
clamation. If the author had any meaning, a point veiy questionable, 

♦ Bolingb. Ph. Fr. 51. ' f Essfty on Man, Ep. ii. 

t For the further elucidatioH of this point, see the analysis of persuasion given 
m Book I. Chap. VIL' Sect. IV. 
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he hath been Toiy uoheppy, and very uaphiloeophical in expreseiog it. 
Whataie we to make of thecoinddence or eamenees of eetf-love and 
social afiectioD produced by reaaon? What of parents loving them- 
selves in their children ? &c. Ate — Any thing jou please, or nothing. 
It is a sajing of Hobbes, which this author hath quoted withdeserv^ 
commendation, that ^ words are the ccwters of wise men, but the 
money of fools." The thought is ingenions and happily expressed. 
I shall only remark upon it, tint this noble writer may be produced as 
one of many witnesses, to prove, that it is not peculiar to fools to fall 
into this error. He is a wise man indeed who never mistakes these 
counters for legal coin. So much for the learned nonsense. And 
doubtless, if nonsense ever deserves to be e^posedt it is when she has 
the arrogance to assume the garb of wisdom. 



3. THE PKOPOVND. 

I PROCBED to another species, which I shall denominate ihe pro* 
ftnmdy and which is most commonly to be met with in political wri* 
tings. Nowhere else do we find the merest nothings set off with an 
air of solemnity, as the result of very deep thought and sage reflec- 
tion. Of this kind, however, I shall produce a specimen, which, in 
confirmation of a remark made in the preceding paragraph, ehnll be 
taken firom a justly celebrated tract, of a justly celebrated pen: **'Tis 
agreed," says Swift, that in all governments there is an absolute and 
unlimited power, which naturally and originally seems to be placed in 
the whole body, wherever the executive part of it lies. This holds in 
the body natural ; for wherever we place the beginning of motion, 
whether from the head, or the heart, or the animal spirits in general, 
the body moves and acts by a consent of all its parts."* The first 
sentence of this passage contains one of the most hackneyed maxims 
of the writers on politics ; a maxim, however, of which it will be more 
difficult than is commonly imagined, to discover, I say, not the just- 
ness, but the sense. .The illustration from the natural body, contain- 
ed in the second sentence, is indeed more glaringly nonsensical. — 
What it is that constitutes this consent of all the parts of the body, 
which must be obtained previously to every motion, is, I will take upon 
me to affirm, utterly inconceivable. Yet the whole of the paragraph 
from which this quotation is taken, hath such a spaciousness in it, tkit 
it is a hundred to one, even a judicious reader will not, on the first 
perusal, be sensible of the defect. 



4. THE MARVELLOUS. 

The last species of nonsense to be exemplified I shall denominate 
the marvtllou9. It is the characteristic of this kind, that it astonishes 
tmd even confounds by the boldness of the affirmations, which always 
appear flatly to contradict the plainest dictates of common sensoi and 

♦Disc, of the Contests and Dissensions in Athena and Rome, first sentence. 
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thus to involve a manifest absurdity. I know no sort of authors that 
so frequently abounds in this manner, as some artists^ who have at* 
tempted to philosophize on the principles of their art. I shall give 
an example from the English translation of a French book,* as there 
is no example which I can remember at present in any book written 
originally in.our own language : " Nature,'* says this writer, "in her- 
self is unseemly, ajnd he who copies her servilely, and without artifice, 
will always produce something poor, and of a mean taste. What ia 
called load in colours and lights can only proceed from a profound 
knowledge in the values of colours, and from an admirable industry, 
which makes the painted objects appear more true, if I may say so, 
than the real ones. In this sense it maybe asserted, that in Rubep's 
pieces. Art is above Nature, and Nature only a copy of that great 
master's works." What a strange subversion, or inversion, if you 
will, of all the most obvious, and hitherto undisputed truths. Not 
satisfied with affirming the unseemliness of every production of Na- 
ture, whom this philosopher hath discovered to be an arrant bungler, 
and the immense superiority of human Aft, whose humble scholar 
dame Nature might be proud to be accounted, he riseth to assevera- 
tions, which shock all oar notions, and utterly defy the powers of ap- 
prehension. Painting is found to be the origioal ; or rather Rubens' 
pictures are the original, and Nature is the copy: and indeed veir 
consequentially, the former is represented as the standard by which 
the beauty and perfections of the latter are to be estimated. Nor do 
the qualifying phrases, if I may say sq^ and in this sense it may be as* 
seried^ make here the smallei^ odds. For as this sublime critic has 
nowhere hinted what sense it is which he denominates this sense^ so 
I believe no reader will be able to conjecture, what the author might 
have said^ and not absurdly said, to the same efiect. The misfortune 
is, that when the expression is stript of the absurd meaning^^ there 
remains nothing but balderdash,;]: an unmeaning jumble of words 
which at first seem to announce some great discovery. § Specimens 
of the same kfnd are sometimes also to be met with in the poets. — 

• De Pile's Principles of Painting. 

fFor the propriety and import of this expressioii, see Ch. VII. Sec. II. 

X The latter part of the sentence was thus expressed in the first edition, ''a 
jumble of bold words without meaning.*' To this phraseolo^ exception was 
taken, which, though not entirely just, appears to have arisenTrom some obscu- 
rity, perhaps ambiguity, in the expression. This, I hope, is removed by the al- 
teration now made. 

§ Since writing: the above observations, I have seen De Pile's orimnal per- 
formanccy and find that his translator hath, in this place at least, done him no in- 
justice. The whole passage in the French is as follows : La Nature est ingrate 
d'elle-mdme, et qui s'attadaeroit & la co|Mer simplement comme elle est et sans 
artifice, feroit toujours (juelque chose de pauTre et d'un tite petit goCUt. Ce que 
voui nommez ezagerations dans les couleurs, et dans les lumieres, est une admi- 
rable industrie qui fait parottre les objets peints plus v6ritablei(, s*il faut ansi dire, 
que les T^ritables mdmes. C'est ainsi que les tableaux de Rubens sont plus beaux 
que la Nature, laquelle semble n'etre quels copie des ouvra^es de ce grand hom- 
me." Recueil de divers ouvrages sur la pemture et le colons. Par M. de Piles. 
Paris, 1755, p. 225. This is rather worse than the English. The qualifying 
phrase in the last sentence, we find, is the translator's, wl^ seems out of sheer 
modesty to have brought it to cover nudities. His intention was good ; but this 
is such a lag as cannot answer. 
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WitoMstbefanioiii protestation of an heme torer in oneof Dryden's 
plays : 

My woond m great, because it ie so imalK 

The nonsense of which was properly exposed by an eztemporaiy verse 
of the Duke of Buckingham, who, on hearing this linst exclaimed in 
the house. 

It would be greater, were it oooe it alL 

Hyperbola, carried to extravagance, is much of a piece, and never fails 
to excite disgust, if not laughter, instead of adnuiation. Of this the 
famous laureat just now quoted* though indeed a very considerable 
genius, affords, among many other stnkiqg instances, that which fol- 
lows: 

That star, that at your birth shone out so bright ; 
It stain'd the duller sun*s meridian light** 

Such vile fustian ought to be carefully avoided by ever writer. 

Thus I have illustrated, as far as examples can illustrate, some of 
the principal varieties to be remarked in unmeaning sentences or 
nonsense; the puerile, the learned, the profound, and the marvel- 
lous ; together with those other classes of the unintelligible, arising 
either from confusion of thought, accompanied with intricacy of ex- 
pression, or from an excessive aim at excellence in the style and 
manner. 

So much for the explication of the first rhetorical quality of style, 
perspicuity, with the tnree ways of expressing one's self by #hich it 
may be injured ; the obscure, the double meaning, and the unintelli'b 
gible. 

*Dryden on the Restoration. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

WHAT 18 THE CAUSE THAT NONSENSE SO OFTEN I^SCAPES KElNO 
DETECTED, BQTH BT THE WRITER AND Bt THE READER 2 



SECTION L 

TBE NATORB AND FOWER OF BIGNS^ BOTH IN SFRAlCiNO AND IN 

THINKING* 

Before quitting the subject of perspicuity^ it will not be amiss to 
inquire into the cause of this strange piieoomeoon ^ that even a man 
of xiiscernment should write without meaniBg, and not be sensible that 
he hath no meaning ; $md that judicious people should read what hath 
been written in this way, and npt discover the defect. Both are sur- 
prising, but the first much more than the last. A certain remissness 
will at times seize the most attentive reader ; whereas an author of 
discernment is supposed to have carefully digested all that he writes* 
It is reported of Lopea de Yega^ a famous Spanish poet, that the 
Bishop of Beller, being in Spain, asked hipa to explain one of his 
sonnets, which he said he had often read, but never understood. — 
Lopes took up the sonnet; and after reading it several times, frankly 
acknowledged that he did not understand it himself; a discovery 
which the poet probably never made before. 

But though the general fact hath frequently been observed, t do 
not find that any attcfmpt hath been yet made to account for it 
Berkeley, indeed, in his Principles of Human Knowledge, hath sug- 
gested a theory concerning language^ though not with this view, 
which, if well-founded, will go far tG Remove the principal difiiculty : 
**Itis a received opinion," says that author, ^that language has no 
Other end, but the communicating our ideas, and that every signifi^ 
cant name stands for an idea. This being so, and it being withal 
certain, that names, which yet are not thought altogether insignifi- 
cant, do not always mark out particular conceivable ideas, it is 
straightway concluded, tha( they stand for abstract notions. That 
there are many names in use am<Higst speculative men, which do not 
always suggest to others determinate particular ideas, is what nobody 
will deny. And a little attention will discover, that it is not neces* 
aary, (even in the strictest reasonings) significant names which stand 
for ideas, should, every time they are used, excite in the understand^* 
ing the ideas they are made lo stand for. In reading and discours- 
ing, names being for the mo^t part uaed« as letters are in algebra, in 
which, though a particular quantity be marked by each letter, yet to 
proceed right, it is not requisite, that in every step each letter sug- 
gest to your thoughts that particular quantity it was appointed to stand 

32 
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for."* The name principles have been adopted by the author of a 
Treatise of Human Nature, who, speaking of abstract ideas, has the 
following words : ** I believe every one who examines the situation 
of his mind in reasoning, will agree with me« that we do not annex dis- 
tinct and complete ideas to every term we make use of, and that in 
talking of govemfnenl, churchy negoHaiion^ conquest, we seldom 
spread out in our minds all the simple ideas of which these complex 
ones are composed. 'Tis, however, observable, that, notwithstand- 
ing this imperfection, we may avoid talking nonsense on these sub- 
jects, and may perceive any repugnance among the ideas, as well as 
if we had a full comprehension of them. Thus if, instead of saying 
that in war the weaker have always recourse to negotiaiion^ we should 
say, that Ihey have always recourse to conquest^ the custom which we 
have acquired of attributing certain relations to ideas still follows the 
words, and makes us immediately perceive the absurdity of that pro- 
position. ''I Some excellent observations to the same purpose have 
also been made by the elegant Inquirer into the origin of our ideas 
of the sublime and beautiful.;]; 

Now that the notions on this subject maintained by these ingenious 
writers, however strange they may appear upon a superficial view, are 
well-founded, is at least presumable trom this consideration ; that if, 
agreeably to the common hypothesis, we could understand nothing 
that is said, but by actually comparing in our minds all the ideas sig- 
nified, it would be impossible that nonsense should ever escape, un- 
discovered, at least that we should so far impose upon ourselves, as 
to think we understand what in reality is not to be understood. We 
should in that case find ourselves in the same situation, when an un- 
meaning sentence is introduced into a discourse, wherein we find our- 
selves when a sentence is quoted in a language of which we are en- 
tirely ignorant : we are never in the smallest danger of imagining that 
we apprehend the meaning of the quotation. 

But though a very curious fact hath been taken notice of by those 
expert metaphysicians, and such a fact as will perhaps account for the 
deception we are now considering; yet the fact itself, m my appre- 
hension, hath not been sufficiently accounted for. That (nere sounds', 
which are used only as signs, and have no natural connexion with the 
things whereof they are signs, should convey knowledge to the mind, 
even when they excite no idea of the things signified, must appear at 
first extremely mysterious. It is, therefore, worth while to consider 
the matter more closely ; and in order to this, it will be proper to 
attend a little to the three following connexions : first, that which sub- 
sisteth among things ; secondly, that which subsisteth between words 
and things ; thirdly, that which subsisteth among words, or the dif> 
ferent terms used in the same language. 

As to the first of these connexions ; namely, that which subsistedi 
among things ; it is evident that this is original and natural. There 
is a variety of relations to be found in things, by which they are con- 
nected. Such are, among several others, resemblance, identity,§ 

* Introd. Sect 19. f Vol. I. Book 1. Part I. Sect 7. t Part V. 
§ It may be thought improper to mention idtntUy as a relation by which dif- 
ferent things are connected ; but it must be observed, that I only mean eo far d^" 
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equalityy contrariety^ cause and effect, concoinitancy, vicinity in time 
or place. These we become acquainted with by experience : and 
they prove, by means of association, the source of various combina- 
tions of ideas, and abstractions, as they are commonly denominated. 
Hence mixt modes and distinctions into genera and species ; of the 
origin of which I have had occasion to speak already.* 

As to the second connexion, or that which subsisteth between 
words and things, it is obvious, as hath been hinted formerly, that this 
is not a natural and necessary, but an an artificial and arbitrary con* 
nexion. Nevertheless, though this connexion hath not its foundation 
in the nature of things, but in the conventions of men, its effect upon 
the mind is much the same. For, having often hadjoccasion to ob- 
serve particular words used as signs of particular things, we hence 
contract a habit of associating the sign with the thing signified, inso- 
much that either being piesented to the mind fi^quently introduces, 
or occasions the^ apprehension of the. other. Custom, in this instance, 
operates precisely in the same manner as in the formation of expe- 
rience formerly explained. Thus, certain sounds, and the ideas of 
things not naturally related to them, come to be as strongly linked in 
our conceptions, as the ideas of things naturally related to one an- 
other. 

As to the third connexion, or that which subsisteth among words, 
I would not be understood to noean any connexion among the words 
considered as sounds, such as that which results from resemblanco • 
in pronunciation, equality in the number of syllables, sameness of 
measure or cadence ; I mean solely that connexion or relation which 
comes gradually to subsist among the different words of a language, 
in the minds ef those who speak it, and which is merely consequent 
on, this, that £hose words are employed as signs of connected or re- 
lated things. It is an axiom m geometry, that things equal to the 
same thing are equal to one another. It may, in like manner, be ad- 
mitted as an axiom in psychology, that ideas associated by the same 
idea will associate one another. Hence it will happen, that if from 
experiencing the connexion of two things, there results, as infallibly 
there will result, ad association between the ideas or notions annextd 
to them, as «ach idea will moreover be associated by its sign, there 
will likewise be an association bet ween the ideas of the signs. Hence 
the sounds considered as signs will be conceived to. have a connex- 
ion analogous to that which subsisteth among the things signified ; I 
say, the sounds considered as signs for this way of considering them 
constantly attends us in speaking, writing, hearing, and reading. — 
When we purposely abstract from it, and regard them merely as 
sounds, we are instantly sensible, that they are quite unconnected, 
and have no other relation than what ariseth from similitude of tone 
or accent. But to consider them in this manner cbmmonly results 
from previous design, and requires a kind of efibrt which is not ex- 

ferentf as to constitute distinct objects to the mincl. Thus the consideration of 
the same person, when a child and when a roan, is the consideration of difierent 
objects, between which there subsists the relation of identity. 
• Book I. Chap. V. Sect. II. Part 2. On the formation of experience. 
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erted ia the ordinarj use of speech. In ordmaiy use thej are re- 
garded soleTj as signs, or rather they are confoonded with the things 
they signify ; the consequence of which is, that, in the naanner just 
DOW explained, we come insensibly to conceive a connexion among 
them, of a very difierent sort from thai of which sounds are naturally 
susceptible. 

Now this conception, habit, or tendency of the mind, call it which 
you please, is considerably strengthened both by the frequent use of 
language, and by the structure of it. It is strengthened by the fre- 
quent use of language. Language is the sole channel through which 
we communicate our knowledge and discoveries to others, and 
through which the knowledge and discoveries of others are commo- 
nicated to us. By reiterat^ recourse to this medium, it necessarily 
happens, that when things are related to each other, the words signi- 
fying those things are more commonly brought together in discourse. 
Hence the words and names themselves, by customary vicinity, con- 
tract in the fancy a relation additional to that which they' derive pure- 
ly from being the symbols of related things. Further, this tendency 
is strengthened by the structure of language. All languages what- 
ever, even the most barbarous, as far as hath yet appeared, are of a 
regular and analogical make. The consequence is, that similar re- 
lations in things will be expressed similarly ; that is, by similar in- 
flections, derivations, compositions, arrangement of words, or juxta- 
position of particles according to the genus or grammatical form of 
the particular tongue. Now, as by ti^e habitual use of a language 
(even though it were quite irregular) the signs would insensibly 1^ 
come connected in the imagination, wherever the things signified are 
connected in nature ; so, by the regular structure of a language, this 
connexion among the signs is conceived as analogous to that which 
subsisteth among their archetypes. From these principles we may 
be enabled both to understand the meaning, and to perceive the just^ 
ness of what is affirmed in the end of the preceding quotation: 

The custom which we have acquired of attributing certain relations 
to ideas still follaws the words, and makes us immediately perceive 
the absurdity of that proposition." Inmediatdy^ that is, even before 
we have leisure to give that attention to the signs which is necessary 
in order to form a just conception of the things signified. In con- 
firmation of this doctrine it may be observed, that we really think by 
signs as well as speak by them. 

I have hitherto, in conformity to what is now become a general 
and inveterate custom, and in order to avoid tiresome circumlocu- 
tions, used the terms sign and idea as exactly correlative. . This, I 
am sensible, is not done with strict propriety. All words are signs, 
but that the signification cannot always be represented by an idea, 
will, I apprehend, be abundantly evident from the observations fol- 
lowing. All the truths which constitute science, which give exercise 
to reason, and are discovered by philosophy, are general ; all our 
ideas, in the strictest sense of the word, are particular. . All the par- 
ticular truths about which wo are conversant are properly historical, 
and compose the furniture of memory. Nor do I include imder the 
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term historical the truths which belong to natural history ; for even 
these too are general. Now, beyond particular truths or individual 
facts, first perceived and then remembered, we should never be able 
to proceed one single step in thinking, any more than in conversing, 
without the use of signs. 

When it is affirmed that ike whole is equal to nil its parts^ there 
cannot be an affirmation which is more perfectly intelligible, or which 
commands a fuller assent If, in order to comprehend this, I recur 
to ideas, all that I can do is to form a notion of some individual 
whole, divided into a certain number of parts, of which it is consti* 
tuted, suppose of the year divided into the four seasons. Now, all 
that I can be said to discern here is the relation of equality between 
this particular whole and its component parts. If I recur to another 
example, I only perceive another particular Iruth. The same holds 
of a third and of a fourth. But so far am I, afVer the perception of 
ten thousand particular similar instances, from the discovery of the 
universal truth, that if the mind had not the power of considering 
things as signs, or particular ideaa as representing an infinity of others, 
resembling in one circumstance, though totally dissimilar in every 
other, I could not so rooch as conceive the meaning of an universal 
truth. Hence it is that sotne ideas^ to adopt the expression of the au« 
thor above quoted, are particular in their nature^ out general in their 
representation. 

There is, however, it must be acknowledged, a difficulty in ex« 
plaining this power the mind hath, of considering ideas, not in their 
private, but, as it wei*e, in their representative capacity ; which, on 
that author's system, who divides all the objects of thought into im* 
pressions and ideas, will be found altogether insurmountable. It was to 
avoid this difficulty that philosophers at first recurred, as is some* 
times the case, to a still greater, or rather to a downHght absurdity, 
the doctrine of abstract ideas. I mean only that doctrine as it hath 
been frequently explained ; for if any one is pleased to call that fa- 
culty by which a particular idea is regs^rded as representing a whole 
order, by the name abstraction^ I iiave no objection to the term : nay, 
more, I think it sufficiently expressive of the sense : — whilst certain 
qualities of the individual remain unnoticed, and are therefore ab- 
stracted from, those qualities only which it bath in common with the 
order engross the mind's attention. But this is not what those wri- 
ters seem to mean, who philosophize upon abstract ideas, as is evi- 
dent from their own explications. 

Th,e patrpns of this theory maintain, or at least express themselves 
as if they maintained, that the mind is endowed with a power of form- 
ing ideas or images within jtaelf, that are possessed not only of in- 
congruous, but of inconsistent qualities, of a triangle, for example, 
that is of all possible dimensions and proportions, both in sides and 
angles, at once right-angled, acute-angled, and obtuse-angled, equi- 
lateral, equicural, and scalenum. One would have thought that the 
bare mention of this hypothesis would have been equivalent to a con- 
f utation of it, since it really confutes itself. 

Yet in this manner one no less respectable in the philosophic world 
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than Mr. Locko hat, on some occasiona, expreaaed himaelf.* I con- 
aider the difference, howeyer, on this article, between him and the 
two authors above mentioned, as more apparent than real, or (which 
amounts to the same thing) more in words than in sentiments. It is 
indeed scarcely possible that men of discemment should think differ- 
ently on a subject so perfectly subjected to every one's own con- 
sciousness and experience. What has betrayed the former into such 
unguarded and improper expressions is plainly an undue, and till 
then, unprecedented use of the word idea, which he has employed 
(for the sake, I suppose, of simplifying his system) to signify not only, 
as formerly, the traces of things retained in the memory, and the ima* 
ges formed by the fancy, but even the perceptions of the senses oo 
the one hand, and the conceptions of the intellect on the other, ^ it 
being that term which," in his opinion, serves best to stand for 
whatsoever is the object of the understanding, when a man thinks."! 
Accordingly he no where, that I remember, defines it with some lo- 
gicians, ^*a pattern or copy of a thing in the mind." Nevertheless 
he has not always, in speaking on the subject, attended to the, differ- 
ent acceptation he had in the beginning affixed to the word.; but 
misled by the common definition, (which regards a more limited ob- 
ject,) and applying it to the term in that more extensive import which 
he had himself given it, has fallen into those inconsistencies in lan- 
guage which have been before observed. Thus this great man has, 
in his own example, as it were, demonstrated how difficult it is even 
for the wisest to guard uniformly against the inconveniences arising 
from the ambiguity of words. 

But that what I have now advanced is not spoken rashly, and that 
there was no material difference between his opinion and theirs on 
this article is, I think, manifest from the following passage : To 
return to general words, it is plain, by what has been said, that gene- 
ral and universal belong not to the real existence of things, but are 
the inventions and creatures of the understanding, made by it for 
its own use, and concern only signs, whether words or ideas. Words 
are general, as has been said, when used for signs of general ideas, 
and so are applicable indifferently to many particular things ; and 
ideas are general when they are set up as the represenatives of ma- 
ny particular things : but universality belongs not to things them- 
selves which are all of them particular in their existence ; even tlwst 
words and ideas which in iheir signification are general. When, 
therefore, we quit particulars, the generals that rest are only crea- 
tures of our own making ; their general nature being nothing but the 
capacity they are put into by the understanding of signifying or re- 
presenting many particulars. For the signifi^cation they have is no- 
thing but a relation that by the mind of man is added to <Ae?n."| No- 
thing, in my apprehension, can be more exactly coincident with 
Berkeley's doctrine of abstraction. Here not only words but ideas 
are made signs ; and a particular idea is made general, not by any 

• Essay on Human Understanding, B. IL C. xi. Sect. 10, 11. B. IV. C. vii. 
Sect. 9. 

t Essay on Human Understanding, B. I. C. i. Sect 8. 
t B. III. C. iii. Sect. 11. 
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change produced in itt (for then it would be no longer the same idea,) 
but " by being set up as the representative of many particular things." 
Universality; he observes, as it belongs not to things, belongs not 
even to those words and ideas, which are all of theoa particular in 
their existence, but general in their signification.'- Again, the gene- 
ral nature of those ideas is nothing but the capacity they are put 
into by the understanding, of signifying or representing many parti* 
culars and, if possible, still more explicitly, the signification they 
have is nothing but a relation na alteration on their essence, that 
by the mind of man is added 1o them." 

Some of the greatest admirers of that eminent philoi^opher seem to 
have overloolted entirely the preceding account of hia sentiments on 
this subject, and through I know not what passion for the paradoxical 
(I should rather say, the impossible and unintelligible) have shown 
an amazing zeal for defending the propriety of the hasty expressions 
which appear in the passages formerly referred to. Has not the 
mind of man, say they, an unlimited power in moulding and combin- 
ing its ideas ? The mind, it must be owned, hath an unlimited power 
in moulding and combining its ideas. It often produceth wonderful 
forms of its own, out of the materials originally supplied by sense ; 
forms, indeed, of which there is no exemplar to be found in nature, 
centaurs, and griffins, 

Gorgons, «Qd hydras, and chimeras dire. 

But still it must not attempt absolute impossibilities, by giving to its 
creature contradictory qualities. It must not attempt to conceive the 
same thing to be black and white at the same time, to be no more 
than three inches long, and yet no less than three thousand ; to con- 
ceive two or^nore lines to be both equal and unequal, the same an- 
gle to be at once acute, obtuse, and right. These philosophers sage- 
ly remark, as a consequence of their doctrine^ that the mind must be 
extremely slow in attaining so wonderful a talent; whereas, on the 
contrary, nothing can be more evident than that the power of abstract- 
ing, as I have explained it, is, to a certain degree, and must be, as 
early as the use of speech, and is consequently discoverable eveii in 
infants. 

But if such an extraordinary faculty, as they speak of, were possi- 
ble, I cannot, for my part, conceive what purpose it could serve. An 
idea hath been defined by some logicians, the form or resemblance 
of a thing in the mind, and the whole of its power and use in think- 
ing is supposed to arise from an exact, conformity to its archetype. 
What then is the use or power of that idea, to which there neither is 
nor can be any archetype in nature, Which is merely a creature of the 
brain, a monster that bears not the likeness of any thitig m the uni- 
verse t 

In the extensive sense in which Locke, who is considered as the 
most strenuous supporter of that doctrine, uses the word Idea, even 
the perceptions of the senses, as I had occasion lately to remark, are 
included under that term. And if so, it is uncontrovertible, that a 
particular idea often serves as the sign of a whole class. Thus, in 
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every one of Eaclid's theorems, a particular triangle, and a particu* 
lar parallelogram, and a" particular circle, are employed as signs to 
denote all triangles, all parallelograms, and all circles. When a geo- 
metrician makes a diagram with chalk upon a board, and from it de« 
moostrates some property of a straight-lined figure, no spectator ever 
imagines, that he is demonstrating a property of nothing else but that 
individual white figure of five incbnes long which is before him. £ve« 
ry one is satisfied that he is demonstrating a property of all that order, 
whether more or less extensive, of which it is both an example and a 
sign ; all the order being understood to agree with it in certain cha- 
racters, however different in other respects. Nay, what is more, the 
mind with the utmost facility extenda or contracts the representative 
power of the sign, as the particular occasion requires. Thus the 
same equilateral triangle will with equal propriety serve for the de- 
monstration not only of a property of all equilateral triangles, but of 
a property of all isosceles triangles, or even of a property of all tri- 
angles whatever. Nay, so perfectly is this matter understood, that 
if the demonstrator in any part should recur to some property, as to 
the length of a side, belonging to the particular figure he hath con- 
structed, but not essential to the kind mentioneS in the proposition, 
and which the particular figure is solely intended to represent, every 
intelligent observer would instantly detect the fallacy. So entirely 
for all the purposes of science doth a particular serve for a whole spe- 
cies or genus. Now, why one visible individual, or, in the style ^f 
the above mentioned author, why a particular idea of sight should, in 
our reasonings, serve, without the smallest inconvenience, as a sign 
for an infinite number, and yet one conceivable individual, or a par 
ticular idea of imagination should not be adapted to answer the same 
end, it will, I imagine, be utterly impossible to say. 

There is, however, a considerable difference in kind between such 
signs as these, and the words of a language. , Amongst all the indi- 
viduals of a species, or even of the most extensive genus there is still 
a natural connexion, as they agree in the specific or generic charac- 
ter. But the connexion that subsisteth between words and things is, 
in its origin, arbitrary. Yet the difference in the effect is not so con- 
siderable as one would be apt to imagine. In neither case is it the 
matter, if I may be allowed the expression, but the power of the sign, 
that is regarded by the mind. We find that even in demonstrative 
reasonings, signs of the latter kind, or mere symbols, may be used, 
with as much clearness and success as can be conferred by natural 
signs. The operations both of the algebraist and of the arithmeti- 
cian are strictly of the nature of demonstration. The one employs 
as signs the letters of the alphabet, the other certain numercial cha- 
racters. In neither of thesfe arts is it necessary to form ideas of the 
quantities and sums signified ; in some instances it is even impossi- 
ble, yet the equations and calculations resulting thence are not the 
less accurate and convincing. So much for the nature and power 
of artificials signs. 

Perhaps I have said too much on this siibject ; for, on review of 
what I have written, I am even apprehensive, lest some readers ima- 
gine, that, after quoting examples of the unintelligible from others* 
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I have thought fit to produce a very ample specimen of my own. 
Every subject, it is certain, is not equally susceptible of perspicuity ; 
but there is a material difierience between an obscurity which ariseth 
purely from the nature of the subject, and that which is chargeable 
upon the style. Whatever regards the analysis of the operations of 
the mind, which is quicker than lightning in all her energies, must in 
a great measure be abstruse and dark. Let then the dissatisfied 
reader deign to bestow on the foregoing observations a second peru- 
sal ; and though afler that he should be as much at a loss as before, 
the case may not be without remedy. Let him not therefore be dis- 
couraged from proceeding ; there is still a possibility that the appli- 
cation of the principles, which I have been attempting to develop, 
will reflect some light on them : >and if not, it is but a few minutes 
thrown away ; for I do not often enter on such profound researches. 



SECTION IL 

THE APPLICATION OF THE PRECEDING PRINCIPLES. 

Now, to apply this doctrine to the use for which it was introduced, 
let us consider how we can account by it for these phenomena, that 
a man of sense should sometimes write nonsense and not know itt 
and that a man of sense should sometimes read nonsense and ima- 
gine he understands it. 

In the preceding quotation from the Treatise on Human Nature, 
the author observes, that notwithstanding that we do not annex dis- 
tinct and complete ideas to every term we make use of, we may avoid 
talking nonsense, and may perceive any repugnance among the ideas, 
as well as if we had a full comprehension of them." This remark 
generally holds. Thus, in matters that are perfectly familiar, and 
are level to an ordinary capacity, in simple narration, or in moral ob- 
servations on the occurrences of life, a man of common understand- 
ing may be deceived by specious falsehood, but is hardly to beguiled 
by downright nonsense. Almost all the possible applications of the 
terms (in other words, all the acquired relations of the signs,) have 
become customary to him. The consequence is, that an unusual 
application of any term is instantly detected ; this detection breeds 
doubt, and this doubt occasions an immediate recourse to ideas. 
The recourse of the mind, when in any degree puzzled with the 
signs, to the knowledge it has of the thing signified, is natural, and 
on such plain subjects perfectly easy. And of this recourse the dis- 
covery of the meaning, or of the unmeaningness of what is said, is 
the immediate efi*ect. But in matters that are by no means familiar, 
or are treated in an uncommon manner, and in such as are of an ab- 
struse and intricate nature, the case is widely difierent. There are 
particularly three sorts of writing wherein we are liable to be imposed 
on by words wtUiout meaning. 
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The first is, where there is an exuberance of metaphor. Nothing 
is more certain than that this trope, when temperately and appositely 
used, serves to add light to the expression, and energy to the senti- 
ment. On the contrary, when vaguely and intemperately used, no- 
thing can serve more effectually to cloud the sense, where there is 
sense, and by consequence to conceal the defect, where there is no 
sense to show. And this is the case, not only where there is in the 
same sentence a mixture of discordant metaphors, but also where the 
metaphoric style is too long continued, and too fiir pursued.* The 
reason is obvious. In common speech the words are the immediate 
signs of the thought. But it is not so here ; for when a person, in- 
stead of adopting metaphors that come naturally and opportunely in 
his way, rummages the whole world in quest of them, and piles them 
one upon another, when he cannot $o properly be said to use meta- 
phor, as to talk in metaphor, or rather when from metaphor he runs 
into allegory, and thence into enigma, his words are not the imme- 
diate signs of his thought ; they are at best but the signs of the signs 
of his thought. His writing may then be called what Spenser not 
unjustly styled his Fairy Queen, a perpetual allegory or dark conceit. 
Most readers will account it much to bestow a transient glance on the 
literal sense, which lies nearest ; but will never think of that meaning 
more remote, which the figures themselves are intended to signify. 
It is no wonder then that this sense, for the discovery of which it 
is necessary to see through a double veil, should, where it is, more 
readily escape our observation, and that where it b wanting we should 
not so quickly miss it. 

There i$9, in respect of the two meanings, considerable variety to 
be found in the tropical style. In just allegory and similitude there 
is always a propriety, or, ifyou choose to call it, congruity, in the lite- 
ral sense, as well as a distinct meaning or sentiment suggested, which 
is called the figurative sense. Examples of this are unnecessary. 
Again, where the figurative sense is unexceptionable, there is some* 
times an incongruity in the expression of the literal sense* This is 
always the case in mixed metaphor, a thing not unfrequent even in 
good writers. Thus, when Addison remarks, that there is not a 
single view of human nature, which is not sufficient to e;r(tngifw^ this 
seeds of pride," he expresses a true sentiment somewhat incongru- 
ously ; for the terms extinguish and seeds^ here metaphorically used, 
do not suit each other. In like manner, there is something incon- 
gruous in the mixture of tropes employed in the following passage 
from Lord Bolingbroke i Nothing less than the hearts of his people 
will content a patriot prince, nor will he think his throne established, 
till it is established there.^^ Yet the thought is excellent. But in 
neither of these examples does the incongruity of the expression hurt 
the perspicuity of the sentence. Sometimes, indeed, the literal mean- 
ing involves a direct absurdity. When this is the case, as in the quo- 
tation from the principles of paintings given in the preceding chapter, 

* Ut modicus autem atque opportunus translatioDis usus illustrmt ormtionem : 
ita frequens et obscurat et taedio complet ; continuus vero in aUegoriam et lenig- 
mata exit. GIuint. L. viii. C. 6. 
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it is natural for the reader to suppose that there must be something 
under it ; for it is not easy to say ^ow absurdly even just sentiments 
will sometimes be expressed. But when no such hidden sense can 
be discovered) what, in the first view, conveyed to our minds a glaring 
abaurdUy^ is rightly, on reflection, denominated nonsense. We are 
satisfied that De Piles neither thought, nor wanted his readers to 
think, that Rubens was really the original performer, and God the 
copier. This th^n was not his meaning. But what he actually 
thought, and wanted them to think, it is impossible to elicit from his 
words. His words then may justly be termed bold^ in respect of 
their literal import, but unmeaning in respect of the author's in- 
tention. 

It may be proper here to observe, that some are apt to confound 
the terms absurdity and nonsense as synonymous, which they mani- 
festly are not. An absurdity, in the strictest acceptation, is a propo- 
sition either intuitively or demonstratively false. Of this kind are 
these : " Three and two make seven." All the anglers of a triangle 
are greater than two right angles." That the former is false we 
know by intuition ; that the latter is So, we are able to demonstrate. 
But the term is further extended to denote a notorious falsehood. If 
one should afiirra, that at the vernal equinox the sun rises in the 
north, and sets in the south," we should not hesitate to say, that he 
advances an absurdity ; but still what he afBrms has a meaning ; in- 
somuch, that on hearing the sentence we pronounce its falsity. Now 
nonsense is that whereof we cannot say either that it is true, or that it 
is false. Thus, when the Teutonic theosopher enounces, that *• all 
the voices of the celestial joyfulness, qualify, commix, and harmo- 
nize in the fire which was from eternity in the good quality," I should 
think it equally impertinent to aver the falsity as the truth of this 
enunciation. For, though the words grammatically form a sentence, 
they exhibit to the understanding no judgement, and consequently, 
admit neither assent nor dissent. In the former instances I say the 
meaning, or what they affirm is absurd ; in the last instance 1 say 
there is no meaning, and therefore properly nothing is affirmed. In 
popular language, I own, the terms absurdity and nonsense are not 
so accurately distinguished. Absurd positions are sometimes called 
nonsensical. It is not common, on the other hand, to say of down- 
right nonsense, that it comprises an absurdity. 

Further, in the literal sense there may be nothing unsuitable, and 
yet the reader may be at a loss to find a figurative meaning, to which 
his expressions can with justice be applied. Writers immoderately 
attached to the florid, or highly figured diction, are often misled by a 
desire of flourishing on the several attributes of a metaphor, which 
they have pompously ushered into the discourse, without taking the 
trouble to examine whether there be any qualities in the subject, to 
which these attributes can with justice and perspicuity be applied. 

In one of the examples of the unintelligible above cited, the author 
having once determined to represent the human mind under the meta- 
phor of a country, hath revolved in his thoughts the various objects 
which might be found in a country, but hath never dreamt of consi- 
dering whether there be any things in the mind properly analogous to 
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these. Hence the strange parade he makes with regions, and re- 
cesses^ hollow caverns^ and private seais^ wMtet, and wildeme9$e$^ 
fruitful and cultivated tracts^ words whichy though they have a preme 
meaning as applied to countiy, have no definite signification as ap- 
plied to mind. With equal proprietj he might have introduced all 
the variety which Satan discovered in the kingdom of darkness* 

Rocks, cavet, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and shades of death i* 

or given us with Othello* 

' All hit travel's history, 
Wherein, belike^ of antres vast and desarts idle, 
Rough quarries, rocks, and hills whose heads touch heaven, 
T had been hia bent to speak. f 

So much for the immoderate use of metaphor, which, by the way, is 
theprincipal source of all the nonsense of orators and poets. 

The second species of writing wherein we are liable to be imposed 
on by words without meaning, is that wherein the terms most frequent- 
ly occurring, denote things which are of a complicated nature, and 
to which the mind is not sufiiciently familiarized. Many of those no- 
tions which are called by philosophers mixt modes, come under this 
denomination. Of these the instances are numberless in every 
tongue ; such as government^ churchy etate^ constitution^ polity^ power^ 
commerce^ legislature^ jurisdiction, proportion, symmetry, elegance. 
It will considerably increase the danger of our being deceived by an 
unmeaning use of such terms, if they are besides (as very often they 
are) of so indeterminate, and consequently equivocal significations, 
that a writer, unobserved either by himself or by his reader, may slide 
from one sense of the term to another, till by degrees he fall into such 
applications of it as will make no sense at all. It deserves our notice 
also, that we are in much greater danger of terminating in this, if the 
different meanings of the same word have some affinity to one an- 
other, than if they have none. In the latter case when there is no 
afiinity, the transition from one meaning to another is taking a very 
wide step, and what few writers are in any danger of; it is, besides, 
what will not so readily escape the observation of the reader. So 
much for the second cause of deception, which is the chief source of 
all the nonsense of writers on politics and criticism. 

The third and last, and I may add, the principal species of compo- 
sition, wherein we are exposed to this illusion by the abuse of words, 
is that in which the terms employed are very abstract, and conse- 
quently of very extensive signification. It is an observation that 
plainly ariseth from the nature and structure of language, and may be 
deduced as a corollary from what hath been said of the use of artifi- 
cial signs, that the more general any oame is, as it comprehends the 
more individuals under it, and consequently requires the more exten- 
sive knowledge in the mind that would rightly apprehend it, the more 
it must have of indistinctness and obscurity. Thus the word lion is 
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more distinctly apprehended by the mind than the word beasts beast 
than animal^ animal than being* fiat there is, m what are called ab- 
stract subjects, a still greater fund of obscurity, than that arising from 
the frequent mention of the niost general terras. Names must be 
assigned to those qualities as considered abstractly, which never sub- 
sist independently, or by themselves, but which constitute the gene- 
ric characters and the specific differences of things. And this leads 
to a manner which is in many instances remote from the common 
use of speech, and therefore must be of more difficult conception. — 
The qualities thus considered as in a state of separation from the sub- 
jects to which they belong, have been not unfitly compared by a fa- 
mous wit of the last century, to disembodied spirits : l 

He could reduce all things to acts, 
And knew their natures and abstracts ; 
Where entity and quiddity 
The ghosts of defunct bodies fly.* 

As the names of the departed heroes which iBneas saw in the infer- 
nal regions were so constituted as effectually to elude the embrace of 
every living wight; in like manner the abstract qualities are so sub- 
tile as of^en to elude the apprehension of the most attentive mind. — 
They have, I may say, too much volatility to be arrested, were it but 
for a moment. 

■ The flitting shadow slips away, 

Like winds or empty dreams that fly the day.f Drtdbn. 

It is no wonder then, that a misapplication of such words, whether 
general or abstract, should frequently escape our notice. The more 
general any word is in its signification, it is the more liable to be 
abused by an improper or unmeaning application, A foreigner will 
escape discovery in a crowd,, who would instantly be distinguished in 
a select company. A very general term is applicable alike to a multi- 
tude of different individuals, a particular term is applicable but to a few. 
When the rightful applications of a word are extremely numerous, 
they cannot all be so strongly fixed by habit, but that, for greater se- 
curity, we must perpetually recur in our minds from the sign to the 
notion we have of the thing signified ; and for the reason afore men- 
tioned, it is in such instances difficult precisely to ascertain this no- 
tion. Thus the latitude of a word, though different from its ambigui- 
ty, hath oAen a similar effect* 

Further, it is a certain fact, that when we are much accustomed to 
particular terms, we can scarcely avoid fancying that we understand 
them, whether they have a meaning or not. The reason of this ap- 
prehension might easily be deduced from what hath been already said 
of the nature of signs. Let it suffice at present to observe the fact. 
Now, on ordinary subjects, if we adopt such a wrong opinion, we may 

♦ Hadibras, B. i. C. 1. 

t — — — Tercomprenaa manus efiugit imago, 
Par levibus ventis, volueiique simillima somno. JEnbis, I. 6. 



262 



THE FBIL080FHT 



I 



[book II. 



•asilj be undeceived. The reason is, that on such subjects the re-- 
course from the sign to the thing signified is easy. For the opposite 
reason, if we are in such an error on abstract subjects, it is next to 
impossible that ever we should be undeceived. Hence it is, if with- 
out offence I may be indulged the observation, that in some popular 
systems of religion, the Z€»l of the people .is principally exerted in 
support of certain favourite phrases, and a kind of technical and idio- 
matical dialect to which their ears have been long, inured, and which 
they consequently imagine they understand, but in which often there 
is nothing to be understood. 

From such causes it hath arisen, that ever since the earliest days 
of philosophy, abstract subjects have been the principal province of 
altercation and logomachy ; to the support of which, how far the ar- 
tificial dialect of the schoolmen, nay, the analytics and the metaphy- 
sics, the categories and the topics of the justly admired Stagyrite, 
have contributed, we have considered already.* Indeed at length 
disputation in the schools came to be so much a mechanical exercise, 
that if once a man had learned his logic, and had thereby come to 
understand the use of his weapons, and had gotten the knack of 
wielding them, he was qualified, without any other kind of know- 
ledge, to defend any position whatsoever, how contradictory soever 
to common sense, and to the clearest discoveries of reason and ex- 
perience. This art, it must be owned, observed a wonderful impar- 
tiality in regard to truth and error, or rather the most absolute indif- 
ference to both. If it was oflener employed in defence of error, that 
is not to be wondered at ; for the way of truth is one, the ways of 
error are infinite. One qualified in the manner above mentioned 
could as successfully dispute on a subject of which he was totally 
ignorant, as on one with which he was perfectly acquainted. Suc- 
cess indeed tended then no more to decide the question than a man's 
killing his antagonist in a duel serves now to satisfy any person of 
sense, that the victor had right on his side, and that the vanquished 
was in the wrong. Such an art as this could at bottom be no other 
than a mere playing with words, used indeed grammatically, and ac- 
cording to certain rules established in the schools, but quite insigni- 
ficant, and therefore incapable of conveying knowledge. 

Vain wisdom all, and false philosophy. 

This logic, between two and three centuries ago, received a con- 
siderable improvement from one Raimond LuUy, a native of Major- 
ca, who, by the ingenious contrivance of a few concentric movable 
circles, on the borders of some of which were inscribed the subjects, 
of others the predicaments, and of others the forms of questions, he 
not only superseded the little in point of invention, which the scho- 
lastic logic had till then required, but much accelerated the opera- 
tions of the artist. All was done by manual labour. All the circles, 
except the outmost, which was immovable, were turned upon the 
common centre, one afler another. In this manner the disposition 
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of flubjects, predicaments, and questions was perpetually varied. 
AH the proper questions on every subject, were suggested^ and per- 
tinent, answers supplied. In the same way did the working of the 
engine discover and apply the several topics of argument that might 
be used in support of any question. On this rare device one Atha- 
nacius Kircher made great improvements in the last century. He 
boasted that by means of a coffer of arts, divided into a number of 
small receptacles, entirely of his own contriving, a thousand prodigies 
might be performed, which either could not be effected at all by Lul- 
ly's magical circles, or at least not so expeditiously. 

Nothing can more fully prove, that the fruit of all such contrivances 
was mere words without knowledge, an empty show of science with- 
out the reality, than the ostentatious and absurd way in which the in- 
ventors and their votaries talk of these inventions. They would 
have us believe, that in these is contained a complete encyclopedia, 
that here we may discover all the arts and sciences as in their source, 
that hence all of them may be deduced a priori, as from their princi- 
ples. Accordingly they treat all those as no better than quacks and 
empirics who have recourse to so homely a tutoress as experience. 

The consideration of their pretensions hath indeed satisfied me that 
the ridicule thrown on projectors of this kind, in the account given 
by Swift* of a professor in the academy of Lagado, is not excessive, 
as I once thought it. The boasts of the academist, on the prodigies 
performed by his frame, are far less extravagant than those of the 
above mentioned artists, which in truth they very much resemble.f 

* Gulliver's Travels, Part III. 

t At what an amazing pitch of perfection doth Knittelius, a great admirer both 
of LuIIy and Kircher, suppose that the adepts in this literary handicraft may 
arrive. The assiduous and careful practice will at length, according to him, fuUy 
instruct us, Gtuomodo de quacunque re proposita statim librum concipere, et 
in capita dividere, de quacunque re extempore disserere, argumentari, de quo- 
cunque themate orationem formare, orationem mentalem per horam dies et 
septimanas protrahere, rem quamcunque describere, per apologos et fabulas 
proponere, emblemata et hieroglyphica, invenire, de quacunque re historias ex- 
pedite scribere, adversaria de quacunque re facere, dfe quacunque materia con- 
silia dare, omnes arguitas ad unam regulam reducere, assumptum thema in infi- 
nitum multiplicare, ex falso rem demoustrare, quidlibet per quidlibet probare, 

Cimus.'* Gtuirinus Kuhlmanus, another philosopher ol the last century, in a 
r to Kircher hath said, with much good sense, concerning his cofier, "Lu- 
BUS est ingeniosus, ingeniose Kirchere, non methodus, prima fronte aliquid pro- 
mittens, in recessu nihil solvens. Sine cista enim puer nihil potest respondere, 
et in cista nihil prarter verba habet ; tot profert qnot audit, sine intellectu, ad in- 
star psittaci et de illo jure dicitur quod Lacon de philomela, Vox tnt^wctterta- 
que niAU.** Could anylsody imagine, that one who tnou^t so justlv of Kircher*8 
device, was himself the author of another of the same lond ? He had, it seems, 
contrived a scientific machine, that moved by wheels, with the conception of 
which he pretended to have been inspired by ueaven, but unfortunately he did 
not live to publish it His only view, therefore, in the words above quoted, was, 
to depreciati Kircher's engine, that he might the more efiectually recommend 
his own. « Multa passim,** says Morhoff concerning him, (Polyhistor, vol I. 
lib. ii. cap. B.) **de rotis suis combinatoriis jactat, quibiu ordinatii unus homo 
miliies miUe, imo millies miUies mille scrijbas vincat ; qui tamen primarius rota- 
rum Scopus non est, sed grandier looge i'estat: nempe notitia providentias ster- 
nse, orbisque terranim motus.** And again, Nec ullus hominum tarn insulao 
judicio pneditus est, qui hac institutione libros doctos, novos, utiles, omni rerun 
Bcientia plenot, levissqna opera edere non potest** How much mere modest is 
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So muck for the third and last cause of illusion that was taken no- 
tice of, arising from the abuse of rery general and abstract termst 
which is the principal source of all the nonsense that hath been vent- 
ed hy metaphysicians, mystagogues, and theologians. 

the profesflor of Lagado. " He flatten himielf indeed, that a more noble exalt- 
ed tbonght than his never sprang in any other man's head/' but doth not lay claim 
to inspiration. " Every one knows,'* he adds, how laborious the usual me- 
thod is of attaining to arts and sci'^nnc'' ; VL tL'^frif:^ Ly his contriviiiKc, Ih^: most 
ignorant person, at a reasonable < h trii.^ nnH ujtfi a liriJe bodil} labour^ mmy 
write books in philosophy, poetr^i , [>olitici^T Uvp, mathcmatic*, and Ih^lo^,^^ 
(no mention of history,) "without the [eaat aesiatonce ftom goutua and slm^." 
He is still modest enough to require ume and &oine corpor^aJ exerciae, in order 
to the composing of a treatise ; but thoiei artists pmpo^e to busv;L a prol^ciQiit 
** statim librum concipere,** instantly, **levi*dmiL opera^" with Ikile or m pointfi 
I shall conclude, with laying before tKo Tpadof th<* opfnin^n of Li^rJ V^^nilFim, con- 
cerning the Lullian art, an opinion ih^it may wtth eqiinl ju-ni <e h< ap]'Je< U\ Ihc 
devices of all LuUy's followers and iniiUitord. *^Neque tumL n iLiud prxLcrmiLLca- 
dum, quod nonniuli viri magis tuipiidi quam docti meudarunt dtca medLhoduiii 
quandam, legitimae methodi noiniris baud dt pi urn, cum pglms «iC melhodns iizk- 
poetone, quae tamen quibusdam rLrcfpUonibufi accepti^^inia proenl dtifaio foeril.^ 
HsBC methodus ita scientias alicujus ^uUnlas asper^t, ut qiim iciolus spem tKMlh- 
nulla erudUioois ad ostentationem abulia T&Us Tuit ars LulSi, lah^ typo- 

cosmia a nonnullis exarata; qua: niliil filiiul lui^runt, tjuam vircaln^Iunun hecIs 
cujusque massa etacervus; ad hoc, iit voces artis haberaiit In promptu, 
etiam artes ipsas perdidicesse eiifttim'^rtiLir. Htjlp pwi s ila •gs Oti.'taUBi. 
cinam referunt veteramentariam, fiM prssigminft flfot^ It i jiMea t K ^ ted 
quod alicujus sit pretiL" De Augm. Scien. ub. vi. cap. 2. I shall only observe, 
that when he calls this art a method of imposture, be appears to mean that it 
puts an imposition upon the mind, not so much by infusing error instead of 
truth, as by amusing us with mere words instead of useful knowledge. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TH« EXfENBIVE USEFULNESS OF FERSPICUITT. 

SECTION 1. 

WHEN IS OBSURITY APPOSItEy IP EVER IT BE APPOSITE, AND WHAT 

KIND ? 

Having fully considered the nature of perspicuity, and the various 
ways in which the laws relating to it may be transgressed, I shall 
now inquire, whether to be able to transgress with dexterity in any of 
those Ways, by speaking obscurely, ambiguously, or unintelligibly, be 
not as essential to the perfection of eloquence, as to be able to speak 
perspicuously. 

Eloquence, it may be said, hath been defined to be, that art or ta- 
lent whereby th€ discourse is adapted to produce the effect which the 
speaker intends it should produce in the hearer.* May not then ob- 
scurity, on some occasions, be ^s conducive to the effect intended, 
as perspicuity is on other occasions? If the latter is necessary in 
order to inform, is not the former necessary in order to deceive ? If 
perspicuity be expedient in convincing us of truth, and persuading 
us to do right, is not its contrary, obscurity, expedient in effecting 
the contrary ; that is, in convincing us of what is false, and in per- 
suading us to do wrong ? And may not either of these effects be the 
aim of the speaker ? 

This way of arguing is far more plausible than just. To be ob- 
scure, or even unintelligible, may, I acknowledge, in some cases, 
contribute to the design of the orator, yet it doth not follow, that ob- 
scurity is as essential to eloquence as the opposite quality. It is the 
design of the medical art to give hea/th and ease to the patient, not 
pain and sickness ; and that the latter are sometimes the foreseen ef- 
fects of the medicines employed, doth not invalidate the general 
truth. Whatever be the real intention of a speaker or writer, whe- 
ther to satisfy our reason of what is true or of what is untrue, whether 
to incline our will to what is right or to what is wroi^g, still he must 
propose to effect his design by informing our understanding : nay 
more, without conveying to our minds some information, he might as 
will attempt to achieve his purpose by addressing us in an unknown 
tongue. Generally, therefore, this quality of style, perspicuity, is as 
requisite in seducing to evil, as in exciting to good ; in defending er- 
ror, as in supporting truth. 

I am sensible that this position must appear to many no other than 

* Book I. Chap. I. 
34 
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a paradox. What ! say they, is it not as natural to Tice and false' 
hood to skulk in darkness, as it is to truth and virtue to appear in 
light ? Doubtless it is in some sense, but in such a sense as is not 
in the least repugnant to the doctrine here advanced. That there- 
fore we may be satisfied of the justness of this theory, it will be ne- 
cessary to consider a little further the nature both of persuasion and 
of conviction. 

With regard to the former, it is evident, that the principal scope for 
employing persuasion is, when the mind balances, or may be suppo- 
sed to balance, in determining what choice to make in respect of con- 
duct, whether to do this, or to do that, or at least whether to do, or to 
forbear. And it is equally evident, tluit the mind would never balance 
a moment in choosing, unless there were motives to influence it on 
each of the opposite sides. In favour of one side perhaps is the love 
of glory, in favour of the other the love of life. Now, whichever side 
the orator espouses, there are two things that most carefully be studied 
by him, as was observed on a former occasions* the first is, to excite 
in his hearers that desire or passion which favours his designs ; the 
second is, to satisfy their judgements, that there is a connexion be- 
tween the conduct to which he would persuade them, and the gratifi- 
cation of the desire or passion which he excites. The first is effect- 
ed by communicating natural and lively ideas of the object ; the 
second by arguments from experience, analogy, testimony, or the plu- 
larity of chances. To the communication of natural and vivid ideas, 
the pathetic circumstances formerly enumerated,'}' are particularly 
conductive. Now to the efficacious display of those circumstances, 
nothing can be more unfriendly than obscurity, whose direct tendency 
is to confound our ideas, or rather to blot them altogether. And as 
to the second requisite, the argumentative part, that can never require 
obscurity, which doth not require even a deviation from (ruth. It may 
be as true, and therefore as demonstrable, that my acting in one way 
will promote my safety, or what I regard as my interest, as that my 
acting in the contrary way will raise my fame. And even when an 
orator is under a necessity of replying to what hath been advanced 
by an antagonist, in order to weaken the impression he hath made, 
or to lull the passion he hath roused, it is not often that he is obliged 
to avail himself of any false or sophistical reasoning, which alone can 
render obscurity useful. Commonly, on the contrary, he hath only 
to avail himself of an artful exhibition of every circumstance of the 
case, that can any way contribute to invalidate or to subvert his ad- 
versary's pica, and consequently to support his own. Now it is a 
certain fact, that in almost all complicated cases, real circumstances 
will be found in favour of each side of the question. Whatever side 
therefore the orator supports, it is his business, in the 6rst place, to 
select those circumstance that are favourable to his own plea, or 
which excite the passion that is directly instrumental in promoting 
his end ; secondly, to select those circumstances that are unfavoura- 

• Book I. Chap. VII. Sect. IV. See the analysis of persuasion, 
t Book I. Chap. VII. Sect V. The explication and use of those circum- 
stances. 
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ble to the plea of his antagonist, and to add to all these such clear- 
ness and energy by his eloquence, as will effectually fix the attention 
of the hearers upon them, and thereby withdraw their regards from 
those circumstances, equally real, which favour the other side. In 
short, it is the business of the two antagonists to give different or 
even opposite directions to the attention of the hearers ; but then it 
is alike the interest of each to set those particular circumstances, to 
which he would attract their notice, in as clear a light as possible. 
And it is only by acting thus that he can hope to effectuate his pur* 
pose. 

Perhaps it will be urged, that though, where the end is persuasion, 
there doth not seem to be an absolute necessity for sophistry and ob- 
scurity on either side, as there is not on either side an absolute ne- 
cessity for supporting falsehood ; the case is certainly different when 
the end is to convince the understanding. In this case, whatever is 
spoken on one side of the question, as it is spoken in support of error," 
must be sophistical ; and sophistry seems^ to require a portion of ob- 
scurity, to serve her as a veil, that she may escape discovery. Even 
here, however, the case is not so plain, as at first it may be thought. 
Sophistry (which hath sometimes been successfully used in support 
of truth,) is not always necessary for the support of error. Error 
may be supported, and hath been often strenuously supported, by very 
cocrent arguments and just reasoning. 

But as this position will probably appear to many very extraordi- 
nary, if not irrational, it will be necessary to examine the matter 
more minutely. It is true, indeed, that in subjects susceptible of de- 
monstrative proof, error cannot be defended but by sophistry ; and 
sophistry, to prevent detection, must shelter herself in obscurity. 
This results from the nature of scientific evidence, as formerly ex- 
plained.* This kind of evidence is solely conversant about the in- 
variable relations of number and extension, which relations it evolves 
by a simple chain of axioms. An assertion, therefore, that is con- 
trary to truth in these matters, is also absurd and inconceivable ; nor 
is there any scope here for contrariety of proofs. Accordingly, de- 
bate and argumentation have no footing here. The case is far other- 
wise with moral evidence, which is of a complex nature, which admits 
degrees, which is almost always combated by opposite proofs, and 
these, though perhaps lower in degree, as truly of the nature of proof 
and evidence, as those whereby they are opposed. The probability, 
on the whole, as was shown already ,t lies in the proportion which the 
contrary proofs, upon comparison, bear to one another ; a proportion 
which, in complicated cases, it is often difficult, and sometimes even 
impossible, to ascertain. The speakers, therefore, on the opposite 
sides have each real evidence to insist on ; and there is here the same 
scope as in persuasory discourses, for all the arts that can both rivet 
the hearer's attention on the circumstances of the proof favourable to 
the speaker's design, and divert his attention frcm the contrary cir- 
cumstances. Nor is there, in ordinary cases, that is, in all cases 



♦ Book I. Chap, V. Sect il 



t Book I. Chap. V. Sect ii. 



268 



THB FHII.080FHT 



[SQOK U* 



real] J dubiotw and dispotable, aoj BeceMity, on •tifaer nde, for what 
ia properly called sophiady. 

The natural place for aopbiatry ia« when a apeaker finds himself 
obliged to attempt the refutation of arguments that are both clear and 
convincing. For an answerer to overlook such arguments alto- 
gether might be dangerous, and to treat them in such a manner as to 
elude their force* requires the moat exquisite address. A little so- 
phistry here will, no doubt, be thought necessary, by one with whom 
victory hath more charms than truth ; and sophistry, as was hinted 
above, always implies obscurity ; for that a sophism should be mis- 
taken for an argument, can be imputed only to this, that it is not 
rightly understood. 

As from what hath been said, we may learn to distinguish the few 
cases wherein a violation of the laws of perspicuity may be pertinent 
to the purpose of the orator, I shall next inquire what kind of viola* 
tion is in such cases best fitted for answering his design. It is evi- 
dent it cannot be the first, which for distinction's sake was denomi- 
nated by the general name Obscurity. When a hearer not only doth 
not understand, but is himself sensible that he doth not understand, 
what is spoken, it can produce no effect on him, but weariness, sus- 
picion, and disgust, which must be prejudicial to the intention. Al- 
though it is not always necessary that every thing advanced by the 
speaker should convey information to the hearer, it is necessary that 
he should believe himself informed by what is said, ere he can be 
convinced or persuaded by it. For the like reason, it is not the 
second kind of transgression, or any discoverable ambiguity in what 
is spoken, that is adapted to the end of speaking. This fault, if dis- 
covered, though not of so bad consequence as the former, tends to 
distract the attention of the hearer, and thereby to weaken the im- 
pression which the words would otherwise have made. It remains, 
that it is only the third and last kind above discussed, when what is 
said, though in itself unintelligible, a hearer may be led to imagine 
that he understands. When ambiguities can artfully be made to 
elude discovery, and to conduce to this deception, they may be used 
with success.* Now, though nothing would seem to be easier than 
this kind of style, when an author falls into it naturally ; that is, whea 
he deceives himself as well as his reader ; nothing is more difficult 
when attempted of design. It is besides requisite, if this manner 
must be continued for any time, that it be artfully blended with some 
glimpses of meaning ; else, to persons of discernment, the charm 
will at last be dissolved, and the nothingness of what hath been spo- 
ken will be detected ; nay, even the attention of the unsiftpecting 
multitude, when not relieved* by any thing that is level to their com- 
prehension, will infallibly flag. The invocation in the Dunciad ad- 
mirably suits the orator who is unhappily reduced to the necessity of 
taking shelter in the unintelligible. 

• That they are often successful this way hath been justly remarked by Arifl- 
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Of darkness visible so much be lent, 
As half to show, half veil the deep intent 

There is but one subject in nature (if what is unintelligible can be 
called a subject) on which the appetite of nonsense is utterly insatia- 
ble. The intelligent reader needs not be informed that I mean what 
is commonly termed mystical theology ; a subject whose supposed 
sublimity serves with its votaries to apologize for its darkness. That 
here indeed there may be found readers who can, not only with pa- 
tience, but with avidity, not only through pages, but through volumes, 
lose themselves in wandering over a ma^e of words unenlightened by 
a single ray of sense, the translation of the works of Jacob Behmen, 
and our modern Hutchinsonian performances, are lamentabfe proofs. 
But this case is particular. 

Afler all, we are not to imagine, that the sophistical and unmean- 
ing, when it miay in some setise be said to be proper, or even neces- 
sary, are, in respect of the ascendant gained over the mind of the 
hearer, ever capable of rivalling conclusive arguments perspicuously 
expressed. The effect of the ^rmer is at most only to confound the 
judgement, and by the confusion it produceth, to silence contradic- 
tion ; the effect of the latter is, fully to convince the understanding. 
The impression made by the first can no more be compared in dis- 
tinctness and vivacity to that effected by the second, than the dreams 
of a person asleep to his perceptions when awake. Hence wc may 
perceive an eminent disadvantage, which the advocate for error, when 
compelled to recur to words without meaning, must labour under. 
The weapons he is obliged to use are of such a nature, that there is 
much greater difficulty in managing them, than in managing those 
that must be employed in the cause of truth ; and when managed 
ever so dexterously, they caimot do equal execution. A still greater 
disadvantage the patron of the cause of injustice or of vice must 
grapple with. For though he may find real motives to urge in de- 
fence of his plea, as wealth, perhaps, or ease, or pleasure, he hath to 
encounter or elude the moral sentiments which, of all motives what- 
ever, take the strongest hold of the heart. And if he finds himself 
under a necessity of attempting to prove that virtue and right are on 
his side, be hath his way to grope through a labyrinth of sophistry 
and nonsense. 

So much for the legitimate use of the unintelligible in oiatory. 



SECTION II. 

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

But are there not some subjects, and even some kind of composi- 
tion, which from their very nature demand a dash of obscurity 1 Voih 
not decency oflen require this? Doth not deUeacy require this? And 
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is this even essential to the allegoric stjle^ and to the enigmatic ? 
As to the manner which decency sometimes requires, it will be found 
on examination to stand opposed more properly to vivacity than to per- 
spicuity of style, and will ^erefore fall to be considered afterwards. 

I shall now, therefore, eiamine, in the first place, in what respect 
delicacy maybe said to demand obscurity. Thus much indeed is 
evident, that delicacy often requires that certain sentiments be rather 
insinuated than expressed ; in other words, that they be not directly 
spoken, but that sufficient ground be given to infer them from what is 
spoken. Such sentiments are, though improperly, considered as ob- 
scurely expressed, for this special reason, that it is not by the first 
operation of the intellect, an apprehension of the meaning of what is 
said, but by a second operation, a reflection on what is implied or pre- 
supposed, that they are discovered ; in which double operation of the 
mind there is a faint resemblance to what happens in the case of real 
obscurity. But in the case of which I am treating, it is the thought 
more than the expression that serves for a veil to the sentiment sug- 
gested. If therefore in such instances there may be said to be ob- 
scurity, it is an obscurity which is totally distinct from obscurity of 
language. 

That this matter may be better understood, we must carefully dis- 
tinguish between the thought expressed, and the thought hinted. The 
latter may be affirmed to be obscure, because it is not expressed, but 
hinted ; whereas the former, with which alone perspicuity of style is 
concerned, must always be expressed with clearness, ortherwise the 
sentiment will never be considered as either beautiful or delicate.* 
I shall illustrate this by examples. . 

No subject requires to be treated more delicately than praise, espe- 
cially when it is given to a person present. Flattery is so nauseous 
to a liberal spirit, that even when praise is merited, it is disagreeable 
at least to unconcerned hearers, if it appear in a garb which adulation 
commonly assumes. For this reason, an ecomium or compliment 
never succeeds so well as when it is indirect. It then appears to es- 
cape the speaker unawares, at a time that he seems to have no inten- 
tion to commend. Of this kind the following story will serve as an 
example, A gentleman who had an employment bestowed on him, 
without so much as being known to his benefkctor, waited upon the 
great man who was so generous, and was beginning to say, he was 
infinitely obliged ■ J^oi at a/i, says the patron, turning from him to 
another : Had I known a more deserving man in England, he should 
not have had Here the apparent intention of the minister was 
only to excuse the person on whom the favour had been conferred the 
trouble of making an acknowledgement, byassuring him that it bad not 
been given from personal attachment or partiality. But whilst he 

• This will serve to explain what Bouhours, a celebrated French critic, and a 
great advocate for perspicuity, hath ad^vanced on this subject : " Souvenez-vous 
que rien n'est plus oppos6 k la veritable delicatesse que d*exprimer trop lea 
choses, et que le grand art consiste k ne pas tout dire sur certain sujets ; k glia- 
ser dessus plfttot que d*y appuyer ; et un mot, k en laisser penser aux autres 
plus que Ton n'en dit*' Maniere de bein penser, &c. 

t Tatler, No. 17. 
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appears intending only to say thist he bbjb what implies the greatest 
praise, and, aa it were, accidentally betrays the high opinion he enter- 
tained of the other's merit. If he had said directly, **You are the 
tnost deserving man that I know in England,'^ the answer, though 
implying no more than what he did say, would have been not only in- 
delicate, but intolerable. On so slight a turn in the expression it fre- 
quently depends, whether the same sentiment shall appear delicate or 
gross, complimental or affronting. 

Sometimes praise is veiry successfully and very delicately convey- 
ed under an appearance of chagrin* This constitutes the merit of 
that celebrated thought of Boileau : **To imagine in such a warlike 
age, which abounds in Achilleses, that we can write verses as easily 
as they take towns The poet seen>s only venting his complaints 
against the unreasonable expectationsi[>f soipe persons, and at the ^ame 
time discovers, as by chance, the highest admiration of his monarch 
and the heroes who served him, by suggesting the incredible rapidity 
of the success with which their arms were crowned. 

Sometimes also commendation will be couched with great delicacy 
under an air of reproach. An example of this I shall give from the 

paper lately quotsd : ^My Lordj said the Duke of B m, after 

his libertine way, to the £arl of O— — y, you wiU certainly be 
damned. How, my Lord, said the earl, with some warmth. JVay, 
replied the duke, there* 8 no kelp for it^ for it is positively said^ Cursed 
is he of whom all men speak v3tUJ**'\ A still stronger example in this 
way we bave from the Drapier, who, speaking to Lord Molesworth of 
the seditious expressions of which he had himself been accused, says, 
**I have witnesses ready to depose* that your Lordship hath said and 
writ fifty times worse, and, what is still an aggravation, with infinitely 
more wit and learning, and stronger arguments : so that, as politics 
run, I do not know a person of more exceptionable principles than 
yourself : and if ever I shall be discovered, I think you will be bound 
in honour to pay my fine and support me in prison, or else I may chance 
to inform aginst you by way of reprisaL"| 

I shall produce one other instance from the same hand, of an indi- 
rect, but successful manner of praising, by seeming to i^v^rt the 
course of the obligation, and to represent the person obliging as the 
person obliged. Swift in a letter to the Archbishop of Dublin, speak- 
ing of Mr. Harley, then Lord High Treasurer, afterwards earl of Ox- 
ford, by whose means the Irish clergy had obtained from the queen 
the grant of the first fruits and tenths, says, I told him, that, for my 
part, I thought he was obliged te the clergy of Ireland,, for giving him 
an occasion of gratifying the pleasure he took in doing good to the 
church."§ 

It may be observed, that delicacy requires indirectness of manner 
no less in censure than in praise. If the one, when open and direct* 
is liable to be branded with the name of flattery^ the other is no less 

* Et dans ce terns guerrier et fecond en Achillei 

Croit que Ton fait les vers, comme I'on prend let villes. 
t Tatler, No. 17. " \ Drapier's L«t 6. 

§ Swift's Letters, 10. 
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exposed to the opprobrious sppenation of ofttcae, both alike, though io 
different ways, offensive to persons of taste and breeding. I shall 
give from the work last quoted, a specimen (I cannot say of great de- 
licacy) in stigmatizing, but at least oCsuch an indirect manner as is 
sufficient to screen the author from the imputation of downright rude- 
ness. I hear you are like to be the sole opposer of the bank ; and 
you will certainly miscarry, because it would prove a moet perfidious 
thing. Bankrupts are always for setting up banks ; how then can you 
think a bank will fail of a majority in both houses 1"^ It must be 
owned that the veil here is extremely thin, too thin to be altogether 
decent, and serves only to save from the imputation of scurrility a very 
severe reproach. It is the manner which constitutes one principal 
distinction between the libeller and the satirist. I shall give one in- 
stance more of this kind from another work of the same author. To 
smooth the way for the return of popery in Queen Mary's time, the 
grantees were confirmed by the pope in the possession of the abbey- 
lands. But the bishop tells us, that this confirmatioti was fraudulent 
and invalid. I shall believe it to be so, although I happen to read it 
in his Lordship's history."! Thus he insinuates, or sisnifies by im- 
plication, that his Ijordship's history is full of lies. Now, from all 
the specimens I have exhibited, it will, I suppose, sufficiently appear 
to any person of common understanding, that the obscurity required 
by delicacy, either in blaming or in commending, is totally distinct in 
kind from ot>scurity of expression, with which none of the examples 
above quoted is in the smallest degree chargeable. 

The illustrations I have given on this topic will contfibute in some 
measure to explain the obscurity that is requisite io allegoriest apo* 
logues, parables, and enigmas. In all these iOtts of €Mpo«ti«#i 
there are two senses plainly intended, the liteafal sod the figmtifV^j 
the language is solely the sign of the literal sen^iind tbe litwtf Mjfff 
is the sign of the figurative. Perspicuity in tb# itylAt wluch 
only the literal sense, is so far from being to be dispenwd with hm^ 
that it is even more requisite in this kind of compoaitioti than in any 
other. Accordingly, you will perhaps nowhere Htul more iV ct mo- 
dels both of simplicity and of perspicuity of stylt\ lhnrj in thr par;iblea 
of the gospel. Indeed, in every sort of compos iiiou of a iigurative 
character, more attention is always and justly considered as due to 
this circumstance than in any other sort of writing. JEsop's fables 
are a noted example of this remark. In further confirmation of it, we 
may observe, that no pieces are commonly translated with greater 
ease and exactness than the allegorical ; and that even by those who 
apprehend nothing of the mystical sense. This sure could never be 
the case, if the obscurity were chargeable on the language. 

The same thing holds here as in painting emblems, or graving de- 
vices. It may, without any fault in the painter or engraver, puzzle 
you to discover what the visible figure of the sun, for example, which 
you observe in the emblem or the device, was intended to signify ; 
but if you are at a loss to know whether it be the figure of the sun 

• Swift's Letter, 40. 

t Preface to the Bishop of Sarum's Introduction to the 3d volume of hiu Histo- 
ry of the Reformation. 
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or the figure of the moon, that you are looking at, he must have un- 
doubtedly been a bungling artist. The body, therefore, if I may so 
express myself, of the emblem, or of the device, and precisely for the 
same reason, of the riddle, or of the allegory, must be distinctly ex- 
hibited, so as scarcely tO' leave room' for a possibility of mistake. 
The exercise that in any of these performances is given to ingenuity 
ought wholly to consist in reading the soul. 

I know no style to which darkness of a certain sort is more suited 
than to the propheticaL Many reasons might be assigned which 
render it improper that prophecy should be perfectly understood be^ 
fore it be accomplished^ Besides, we are certain that a prediction 
may be very dark before the accomplishment, and yet so plain after- 
wards, as scarcely to admit a doubt in regard to the events suggest- 
ed. It does not belong to critics to give laws to prophets, nor does . 
it fall within the confines of any human art to lay down rules for a 
species of composition so far above art. Thus far, however, we may 
warrantably observe, that when the prophetic style is imitated in po- 
etry, the piece ought, as much as possible, to possess the character 
above mentioned. This character,. in my opinion, is possessed in a 
very eminent degree by Mr. Gray's ode called Tke Bard. It is all 
darkness to one who knows nothing of the English history posterior 
to the reign of Edward the first, and all light to one who is well ac- 
quainted with that history. But this is a kind of writing whose pe* 
culiarities can scarcely be considered as exceptions firom ordinary 
rules. 

But, further, may not a little obscurity be sometimes very suitable 
in dramatic composition ? Sometimes, indeed, but very seldom ; 
else the purpose of the exhibition would be lost. The drama is a 
sort of moral painting, and characters must be painted as they are. 
A blunder cannot properly be introduced conversing with all the 
perspicuity and precision of » critic, no mo«e than a clown can be 
justly represented expressing himself in the polished style of a cour- 
tier. In like manner, , when the mind is in confusion and perplexity, 
arising from the sudden conflict of violent passions, the language yviVi 
of necessity partake of the perturbation. Incoherent hints, precipi- 
tate sallies, vehement exclamations, interrupted perhaps by feeble 
checks from religion or philosophy, in short, every thing imperfect, 
abrupt, and desultory, are the natural expressions of a soul over- 
whelmed in such a tumult. But even here it may be said with truth, 
that to one skilled in reading Nature, there will arise a light out of 
the darkness, which will enable him to penetrate farther into the spi* 
rit than he could have done by the help of the most just, most per- 
spicuous, and most elaborate description. This might be illustrated, 
were it necessary ; but a case so singular is hardly called an excep-^ 
tion. The dramatist then can but rarely claim to be indulged in ob- 
scurity of language, the fabulist never. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

MAT THBRB NOT BB AH BXCBBB OP PBBBPiCUITTt 

I SHALL conclude this subject with inqairivg whether it be possi- 
ble that perspicuity should be cerried to excess. It hath been said, 
that too much of it has a tendency to cloy the reader, and, as it gives 
no play to the rational and actiTe powers of the mind, will soon grow 
irksome through excess of facility. In this manner some able critics 
have express^ themselves on this point, who will be found not to 
differ in sentiment, but only in expression from the principles above 
laid down. 

The objection ariseth manifestly from the confounding of two ob- 
jects, the common and the clear, and thence very naturally their con- 
traries, the new and the dark, tfiat are widely different. If you en- 
tertain your reader solely or chiefly with thoughts that are either trite 
or obvious, you cannot fail soon to tire him. You introduce few or 
no new sentiments into his mind, you give him little or no informa- 
tion, and consequently afford neither exercise to his reason, nor en- 
tertainment to his fancy. In what we read, and what we hear, we 
always seek for something in one respect or other new, which we 
did not know, or at least attend to before. The less we find of this, 
the sooner we are tired. 8uch a trifling minuteness, therefore, in 
narration, description, or argument, as an ordinary apprehension 
would render superfluous, is apt quickly to disgust us. The reason 
is, not because any thing is said too perspicuously, but because many 
things are said which ought not to be said at all. Nay, if those very 
things had been expressed obscurely, (and the most obvious things 
may be expressed obscurely,) the fault would have been mch great- 
er ; because it would have required a good deal of attention to dis- 
cover what, after we had discovered it, we should perceive not to be 
of suflicient value for requiting our pains. To an author of (his kind 
we should be apt to apply the character which Bassanio in the play 
gives of Gratioano's conversation : ^ He speaks an infinite deal of 
nothing. His reasons are as two grains of wheat hid in two bushels 
of chaff; you shall seek all day ere you find them, and when you 
have them they are not worth the search."* It is therefore Aitility 
in the thought, and not perspicuity in the language, which is the fault 
of such performances. There is as little hazard that a piece shall • 
be faulty in this respect, as that a mirror shall be too faithful in re- 
flecting the images of objects, or that the glasses of a telescope shall 
be too transparent. 

At the same time, it is not to be dissembled, that, with inattentive 
readers, a pretty numerous class, darkness frequently passes for 
depth. To be perspicuous, on the contrary, and to be superficial. 



* Shakspeare's Merchant of Venice. 
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are regarded by them as synonymous. But it is not surely to their 
absurd notions that our language ought to be adapted. 

It is proper, however, before I dismiss this subject, to observe, that 
every kind of style doth not admit an equal degree of perspicuity. 
In the ode^ for instance, it is difficult, sometimes perhaps impossibioy 
to reconcile the utmost perspicuity with that force and vivacity which 
the species of composition requires. But even in this case, though 
we may justly say, that the genius of the performance renders obscu- 
rity to a certain degree excusable, nothing can ever constitute it aa 
excellence. Nay, it. may still be affirmed with truth, that the more 
a writer can reconcile > this quality of perspicuity with that which is 
the distinguishing excellence ofthe species of composition, his suc- 
cess will be the greater. 
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BOOK III. 
THE DISCRIMINATING PROPERTIES OP ELOCUTION. 
CHAPTER I. 
Of Vivacity as dependmg on the Choice of Words. 

Having discussed the subject of perspicuity, by which the dis- 
course is fitted to inform the understanding, I come now to those 
qualities of style by which it is adapted to please the imagination, and 
consequently'to awake and fix the attention. These I have already 
denominated vivacity and elegance, which correspond to the two 
sources, whence, as was observed in the beginning of this inquiry,* 
the merit of an address to the fancy immediately results. By viva- 
city of expression, resemblance is attained, as far as language can 
contribute to the attainment ; by elegance, dignity of manner. 

I begin with vivacity, whose nature (though perhaps the word is 
rarely used in a signification so extensive,) will be best understood 
by considering the several principles from which it arises. There 
are three things in style on which its vivacity depends, the choice of 
words, their number, and their arrangement. 

The first thing then that comes to be examined is, the words 
chosen Words are either proper terms or rhetorical tropes ; and 
whether the one or the other, they may be regarded not only as 
signs, but as sounds ; ^nd consequently as capable, in certain cases, 
of bearing in some degree a natural resemblance or affinity to the 
things signified. These three articles therefore, proper terms, rhe- 
torical tropes, and the relation which the sound may be made to bear 
to the sense, I shall, on the first topic, the choice of words, consider 
severally as far as concerns the subject of vivacity. 
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SECTION I. 

PROPBR TXRHI. 

I BEGIN with proper terms, and observe that the quality of chief 
importance in these for producing* the end proposed is, iheir speeifdiiy. 
Nothing can contribute more to enliven the expression, than that all 
the words employed be as particular and determinate in their signifi- 
cation, as will suit with the nature and the scope of the discourse. 
The more general the terras are, the picture is the fainter ; the more 
special they are, it is the brighter. The same sentiments may be ex- 
pressed with equal justness, and even perspicuity, in the former way, 
as in the latter ; but as the colouring will in that case be more lan- 
guid, it cannot give equal pleasure to the fancy, and by consequence 
will not contribute so much either to fix the attention, or to impress 
the memory. I shall illustrate this doctrine by some examples. 

In the song of Moses, occasioned by the miraculous passage of the 
Israelites through the Red Sea, the inspired poet, speaking of the 
Egyptians, says, They sank as lead in the mighty waters.''* Make 
but a small alteration on the expression, and say, They fell as mettd 
in the mighty waters ; and the difference in the efiect will be quite 
astonishing. Yet the sentiment will be equally just, and in either way 
the meaning of the author can hardly be mistaken. Nor is there 
another alteration made upon the sentence, but that the terms are 
rendered more comprehensive or generical. To this alone, there- 
fore, the difference of the efiect must be ascribed. To tink is, as it 
were, the species, as it implies only ** falling or moving downwards 
in a liquid element;" to fall answers to the geaas:;! in like manner, 
lead is the suecies, metal is the genus. 

" Consider," says our Lord, '* the lilies how they grow : they toil 
not, they spin not ; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. If then God so elothe the 
grass which to-day is in the field, and to-morrow is eastinto the oven, 
how much more will he clothe you Let us here adopt a little of 
the tasteless manner of modern paraphrasts, by the substitution of 
more general terms, one of their many expedients of infrigidating«and 
let us observe the efiect produced by this change. ^vConsider the 
fiowers how they gradually increase in their size* they do no manner 
of work, and yet I declare to you, that no king whatever, in his roost 
splendid habit, is dressed up like them. If then God in,his,provi- 

*Exod. XV. 10. 

.1 1 am sensible that genus and species are not usually, and perhaps cannot be 
so properly, applied to verbs ; yet there is in the reference which the meaning 
of two verbs sometimes bear to each other, what nearly resembles this rotation. 
It is only when to faU means to move downwards, as a brick from acbimney-top^ 
or a pear from the tree, that it may be denominated a gemis in respect of the verb 
to sink. Sometimes, indeed, the former denotes merely a sudden change of pos« 
ture, from erect to prostrate, as when a man who stands upon the ground is said 
to fall, though he remain still on the ground. In this way we speak of the fall of 
. a tower, of a house, or of a wall 
I Luke xii. 27 and 28. 
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dence doth so adorn the vegetable productions which continue but a 
little time on the land, and are afterwards put into the fire, how much 
more will he provide clothing for you How spiritless is the same 
sentiment rendered by these small variations ? The very particular- 
izing of to-day and lo-morrow is infinitely more expressive of transi- 
toriness, than any description wherein the terms are general, that can. 
be substituted in its room^ 

Tet to a cold annotator; a man of mere intellection without fancy r> 
the latter exhibition of the sentiment would appear the more emphati* 
cal of the two. Nor would he want some show of reason for this pre- 
ference. As a specimen, therefore, of a certain mode of criticising, 
not rarely to be met with, in which there is I know not what sem- 
blance of judgement without one' particle of taste,. I shall suppose a^ 
critic of this stamp entering on the comparison of the preceding quo- 
tation and the paraphrase. •* In the one," he would argue, " the beauty^ 
of only one sort of flowers is exalted above the efl^cts of human in- 
dustry, in the other the beauty of the whole kind. In the former, one 
individual monarch is said not to have equalled them in splendour ; in 
the latter, it is affirmed that no monarch whatever can equal them.'^' 
However specious this way of reasoning may be, we are certain that 
it is not solid! because it doth not correspond with the principles of 
our nature. Indeed what was explained above,* in regard to abstrac- 
tion, and the particularity o/our ideas, properly so<;alled, may serve 
in a great measure to account for »he0eiect which speciality hath upon^ 
the imagination. Philosophy, which, strictly considered, addresseth 
only the understanding,, and^ is conversant about abstract truth, 
abounds in general terms^ because these alone are adequate to the 
subject treated. On the Contrary,.when the address is made by elo- 
quence to the fancy, which requires a lively exhibition of the object 
presented to it, those terms must be culled that are as^ particular aa 
possible^ because it is solely by these that the object can be depicted. 
And even the most rigid philosopher, if he choose that his disquisi- 
tions be not only understood, but relished, (and without being relished 
they are understood to little purpose,) will not disdain sometimes to 
apply to the imagination of his disciples, mixing the pleasant with the 
useful. This is one way of sacrificing to the Graces. 

But I proceed to give examples in such of the difierent parts of 
speech as are most susceptible- of this beauty.^ The first shall be in* 
the verba^ 

It seemM as there the British Neptune stood, 
Wilh all his hosts of waters at command';. 

Beneath them to submit th' officious flood 
And with his trident skov^d them oflTthe sand.f - 

The word^ submit ^Lud shoved are particularly expressive of the action > 
here ascribed to Neptune. The former of these verbs, submit, may 
indeed be called' a latinism in the^ignification it hath in this passage. 
But such idioms,. though improper in prose, are sometimes not un- 
graceful in the poetic dialect If in the last line instead of «ftov'd, the. 
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poet had used the verb rai9edt whkdi, though not equivalent, would 
have conveyed much the same meaningy the expression had been 
fainter.* The next example shall be in adjectives and participles^ 

The kiss maUh^d hasty tioni the tiddang maid, 
On purpose guardless .f 

Here both the words tiddong and matched are very suniificant« and 
contribute much to the vivacity of the expression. Taken or to'eii 
substituted for the latter, would be much weaker. It may be re- 
marked, that it is principally in those parts of speech which regard life 
and action that this species of energy takes place. 

I shall give one in nouns from Milton, who says concerning Satan, 
when he gotten into the garden of Eden, 

Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life 
Sat like a conMrant,t 

If for cormorant he had said bird of prey, which would have equally 
suited both the meaning and the measure, the ima^e would still have 
been good, but weaker than it is by this specification. 

In adjectives the same author hath given an excellent example, in 
describing the attitude in which Satan was discovered by ithuriel and 
his company, when that malign spirit was employed in infusing per* 
nicious thoughts into the mind of our first modier, 

— Him there they found 
Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Eve.§ 

No word in the language could have so happily expressed the pos- 
ture, as that which the poet hath chosen. 

It will be easy from the same principles to illustrate a remark of 
the Stagyrite, on the epithet rosy^Jingered^ which Homer hath given 
to the morning. This, says the critic, is better than if he h«i said 
purpU'Jingisred^ and far better than if he had said red-fingered. \\ Aris- 
totle hath observed the effect solely in respect of beauty, but the re* 
mark holds equally true of these epithets in respect of vivacity. This 
in a great measure may be deduced from what hath been said ahready. 
Of all the above adjectives the last is the most vague and general, 
and therefore the worst; the second is better, because more special, 
purple being one species comprehended under red ; the first is the 
best, because the most particular, pointing to that single tint of put^^ie 
which is to be found in the rose, 1 acknowledge, at the same time, 
that this metaphorical epithet hath an excellence totally distinct from 
its vivacity. This I denominate its elegance. The object whence 
the metaphor is taken is a grateful object. It at once gratifies two of 

* In this instance Dryden hath even improved on the original he imitated : 
which is not often the case either of translators or of imitators. Virgil says sim* 
ply, " Levat ipse tridenli." 

t Thompson's Winter. % Paradise Lost, B. iv. § Ihid. 

II Artist. Rhet. L. 3, Aca^eprt 6* ctiretv, oiov po6o6aKrv\os ira>( ftaXKov n ^ivucoSaxrO' 
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thesenses, the nose by its frtgraneey and the eye by its beauty. But 
of this quality I shall have occasion to treat afterwards. 

I proceed at present in producing examples to confirm the theory 
advanced. And to show how much even an adverb that is very par- 
ticular in its signification, may contribute to vivacity, I shall again 
have recourse to the Paradise Lost. 

Some say, be bid bis angels tium utkanee, 
Tbe peles ofeaith, twice ten degrees and morei 
From tbe sun's axle . 

irthe poet, instead of saying askance^ had said aside^ which properly 
enough might have been said, the expression would have lost much 
of its energy. This adverb is of too general a signification, and 
might have been used with equal propriety, if the plane of the ecliptic 
had been made perpendicular to that of the equator ; whereas the 
word askance^ in that case, could not have been employed, it denot- 
ing just such an obliquity in the inclination of these two planes as 
actually obtains. We have an example of the same kind in the de- 
scription which Thomson gives us of the sun newly risen. 

— — Lo ! now apparent all, 

Aslant the dew bright eartbi and colonrM air, 

He looks in boundless majesty abroad.* 

Further, it will sometimes have a considerate effect in enlivening 
the imagery, not only to particularise, but even to individuate the ob« 
ject presented to the mind. This conduct Dr. Blair, in his very in- 
genious Dissertation on the Poems of Oasian, observes to have been 
generally followed by his favourite hard. His similitudes bring to 
our view tht mat ou the hiU of Cromkiiike storm on the sea of Mat* 
mor, and the reeds of the lake of Lego. The same vivacious man- 
ner is oAen to be found in holy writ, swift as a roe or as a fawn 
upon fnount JSeiher^1[ white as the snow Saknan,% fragrant as the 
smell of Lebanon.^ And in the passage lately quoted from the gos- 
peK the introduction of the name of Sok»mon hath an admirable elect 
in invigorating the sentiment, not only as it points out an individual, 
but one of great fame in that country among the people whom our 
Saviour addressed ; one besides, who was universally esteemed tbe 
wisest^ tbe richest, and the most magnificent prince that ever reigned 
over Israel. Now, this is a consideration wluch was particularly op- 
posite to the design of the speaker. 

It may indeed be imagined, that this manner can enliven the 
thought only to those who are acquainted with the individuals men- 
tioned ; but, on mature reflection, we may easily discover this to be 
a mistake. Not only do we, as it were, participate by sympathy, in 
the known vivid perceptions of the speaker or the writer, but the very 
notion we form of an individual thing known or unknown, from its 
being conceived as an individual, or as one thing is of a more fixed 
nature than that we form of a species^ which is conceived to be equal- 



* Sunuaer. t Cant. ii. 17. } Pisl..lxviii. 14. $ Hosea nv. d. 
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ly applicable to aevoral things, reaembiiiig indeed in eome respectSf 
though unlike in others : and for the same reason, the notion we have 
of a species is of a more steady nature than that we farm of a gemu , 
because this last is appUcable to a still greater number of objectSt 
amongst which the difference is greater and the resemblance less. 

1 mean not however to assert, that the method of individuating the 
object ought always to be preferred by the poet or the orator. If it 
have its advantages, it has its disadvantages also and must be used 
sparingly by those who choose that thf^ir h n tings should be mote f in- 
tensively known than in their own n* « a ^ - 1 ► " i ^ f h ood * Prof? er nn m es 
are not in the same respect essential lo \ Imguiv^u as (ipptUaiirta. 
And even among the former, there is & diETun t! bi tw^Min iha inmics 
known to fame, and the named of persons or things coriipyrativety oh- 
scure. The last kind of names will t\tr !J|'[>car ti^ strangers Lo the 
greater part of readers, even to those who iue nui^ltrs; of the lan- 
guage. Sounds to which the ear is not accustomed, have a certain 
uncouthness in them, that renders them, ^hen ocrurrijig frequently, 
fatiguing and disagreeable. But that, nevertheleHB, when pertinently 
introduced, when neither the ear is tired by their ^equency, nor the 
memory burdened by their number, thej liave a c ana ide ruble efTect 
in point of vivacity, is undeniable. 

This holds especially when, from the nature of the subject, the in- 
troduction of them may be expected. Every one is sensible, for in- 
stance, that the most humorous or engaging story loseth egregiously, 
when the relator cannot or will not name the persons concerned in it. 
No doubt the naming of them has the greatest etkci on those who 
are acquainted with ihem either personally or by character ; but it 
hath some effect even on those who never heard of them before. R 
must be an extraordinary tale indeed which we can bear for any time 
to hear ; if the narrator proceeds in this languid train, A certun 
person, who shall be nameless, on a certain occasion, said so andtOf 
to which a certain other person in the company, who likewise shall 
be nameless, made answer." ~ Nay, so dull doth a narrative com- 
monly appear wherein anonymous individuals only are concerned, 
-that we choose to give feigned names to the persons rather than none 
at all. Nor is this device solely necessary for precluding the ambi- 
guity of the pronouns, and saving the tediousness of circumlocution ; 
for where neither ambiguity nor circumlocution would be the conse- 
quence, as where one man and one woman are all the interlocutors, 
this expedient is nevertheless of great utility. Do but call them any 
thing, the man suppose Theodosius, and the woman Constantia,* 
and by the illusion which the very appearance of names, though we 
know them to be fictitious, operates on the fancy, we shall conceive 

* The choice however ia not quite arbitrary even io fictitious names. It is al- 
ways injudicious to employ a name which, from its customary application, may 
introduce an idea unsuitable to the character it is affixed to. This error I think 
Lord Bolingbroke chargeable with, in assigning the name Damon to his philo- 
sophical antagonist (Let. to M. de Pouilty.) Though we read of a Pythagorean 
philosopher so called, yet in this country we are so much accustomed to meet 
with this name in pastorals and amorous songs, that it is impossible not to asso- 
ciate with it the notion of some plaintive shepiierd or love-sick swain. 
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ourselves to be better acquainted with the actors, and enter with more 
spirit into the detail of their adventures, than it will be possible for us 
to do, if you always speak of them in the indefinite, the general, and 
therefore the unafTecting style of the gentlemen and the lady^ or he 
and she. This manner, besides, hath air of concealment, and is ever 
reminding us that they are people we know nothing about. 

It ariseth from the same principle that whatever tends to subject 
the things spoken of to the notice of our senses, especially of our eyes, 
greatly enlivens the expression. In this way the demonstrative pro- 
nouns are often of considerable -use. I have coveted," says Paul 
to the elders of Ephesus, " no man's silver, or gold, or apparel ; yea, 
ye yourselves know that these hands have ministered to my necessi- 
ties, and to them that were with me."^ Had he said, ^*my hands," 
the sentence would have lost nothing either in meaning or in perspi- 
cuity, but very much in vivacity. The difierence to hearers is obvi- 
ous, as the former expression must have been accompanied with the 
emphatic action of holding up his hands to their view. To readers 
it is equally real, who in such a case instantaneously enter into the 
sentiments of hearers. In like manner, the English words yon and 
yonder are more emphatical, because more demonstrative, than the* 
pronoun thcU, and the adverb there. The two last do not necessari- 
ly imply that the object is in sight, which is implied in the two first. 
Accordingly, in these words of Milton, 

For proof look up, 
/ And read toy fate m yon celestial sign,! 

the expression is more vivid than if it had been that celestial sign." 
" Sit ye here," saith our Lord, " whilst I go and pray yonder.^^f 
The adverb there would not have been near so expressive. § Thougn 
we cannot say properly that pronouns or adverbs, either of place or 
of time, are susceptible of genera and species, yet we can say, (which 
amounts to the same as to the effect,) that some are more'and some 
less limited in signification. 

To the above remarks and examples on the subject oC speciality^ I 
shall only add, that in composition, particularly of the descriptive kind, 
it invariably succeeds best for brightening the image, to advance from 
general expressions to more special, and thence again to more par- 
ticular. This, in the language of philosophy, is descending. We 
descend to particulars ; but in the language of oratory it is ascend- 
ing. A very beautiful climax will sometimes be constituted in this 
manner, the reverse will often have all the efiect of an anticlimax. 
For an example of this order in description, take the following pas- 
sage from the Song of Solomon: *'My beloved spake and said to 
me. Arise, my love, my fair, and come away ; for lo, the winter is 

• Acts XX. 33, 34. f Paradise Lost. JMatt. xxvu 36. 

§ Le Clerc thus renders the original into French, Asseyez-vousici, pendant 
que je m'en irai prier 2d.'' At the same time sensible bow weakly the meaning 
is expressed by the adverb Id, he subjoins in a note, Dans uii lieu qu'il leur 
moBtroit du doigL'* The Engliah version needs no such supplcMeat. 
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past, the rain it over and goii6« the flewen appev on the earth, the 
time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land* the fig-tree puiteth forth her green figs, and the 
vines with the tender grape perfume the air. Arise, mj love, my 
lair, and come away."* The poet here, with admirable address, 
begins with mere negatives, obeerving the absence of every evil 
which might discourage his bride from barkening to his importu* 
nate request ; then he proceeds by a fine gradation to paint tiie 
most inviting circumstances that coold serve to insure the compli- 
ance of the fair. The fint expression is the most general: ^The 
winter is past.'' The next is more special, pointing to one consider- 
able and very disagreeable attendant upon winter, the raitu The 
rain is over and gone." Thence he advanceth to the positive indi- 
cations of the spring, as appearing in the effects produced upon the 
plants which clothe the fields, and on the winged inhabitants of the 
grove. The flowere appear on the earth, and the time of the sing- 
ing of birds is come." But as though this were still too general, 
from mentioning birds and plants, he proceeds to specify the turtle^ 
perhaps considered as the emblem of love and constancy ; the ^g- 
iree and the vtne, as the earaest of friendship and festive joy, selects 
ing that particular with regard to each, which most strongly marks 
the presence of the all-reviving spring. The voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land, the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and the 
vines with the tender grape perfume the air." The passage is not 
more remarkable for the hveliness, than for the elegance of the pic- 
ture it exhibits. The examples are all taken from whatever can con- 
tribute to regale the senses and awaken love. Tet, raverse the or- 
der, and the beauty is almost totally effaced. 

So much for tbat quality in proper terms^ which confers vivacity on 
the expression. 



SECTION n. 

RHETORICAL TROPES. 

Part I. — preliminary observations concerning tropes. 

I COME now to inquire how far the judicious use of tropes is also 
conducive to the same end. It hath been common with rhetoricians 
to rank under the article of diction, not only all the tropes, but even 
the greater part of the figures of eloquence, which they have uniform- 
ly considered as qualities or ornaments merely of elocution, and there- 
fore as what ought to be explained among the properties of style. It 
is however certain, that some of them have a closer connexion with 
the thought than with the expression, and by consequence fall not so 
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naturally to be cottsidered here. Thus all the kinds of comparison, 
as tbej imply a likeness in the things^ and not in the symbols^ belong 
properly to the thought. Nay, some comparisons, as was remarked 
above,^ are not mere illustrations of a particular sentiment, but are 
also4u:guments from analogy in support of it. And if thus comparison 
holds more directly of thought than of language, the same may doubt- 
less be said of all those other figures which, I have already observed, 
are but di6ferent modes of exhibiting a comparison. 

It must be owned, however, that metaphor, though no other in ef- 
fect than comparison in epitome, hath at least as intimate a connexion 
with the style as with the sentiment, and may therefore be considered 
under either head. That we may perceive the reason of this peculi 
arity, let it be observe4f that there is a particular boldness in meta- 
phor, which is not to be found in the same degree in any of the figures 
of rhetoric. Without any thing like an explicit comparison, and com- 
monly without any warning or apology, the name of one thing is ob- 
truded upon us, for the name of another quite different, though resem- 
bling in some quality. The consequence of this is, that as there is 
always in this trope an apparent, at least, if it cannot be called a real, 
impropriety, and some degree of obscurity, a new metaphor is rarely 
to be risked. And as to ordinary metaphors, or those which have 
already received the public sanction, and which are commonly very 
numerous in every tongue, the metaphorical meaning comes to be as 
really ascertained by custom in the particular language, as the origi- 
nal, or what is called the. literal meaning of the word. And in this 
respect metaphors stand on the same foot of general use with proper 
terms. 

What hath now been observed concerning metaphor may with very 
little variation be affirmed of these three other tropes, synecdoche, 
metonymy, and antonomasia. These are near akin to the former, as 
they also imply the substitution of one word for another, when the 
things signified are related. The only difference among them is, that 
they respect different relations. In metaphor the sole relation is re- 
semblance ; in synecdoche, it is that which subsisteth between the spe- 
cies and the genus, between the part and the whole, and between the 
matter and the thing made from it ; in meionxfiny, which is the most 
various of the tropes, the relation is nevertheless always reducible to 
one or other of these three causes, effects, or adjuncts ; in antonoma^ 
Ma, it is nearly that of the individual to the species, or conversely. — 
There is one trope, irony, in which the relation is contrariety. But 
of this I shall have occasion to speak, when I come to consider that 
quality of style which hath been named animation. 

On a little attention it will be found to be a plain consequence of 
what hath been observed above, that though any simile, allegory, or 
prosopopeia, is capable of being translated (and that even without 
losing any of its energy,) from one tongue into another, a metaphor, a 
synecdoche, or a metonymy, (for this holds more rarely of antonoma- 
sia,) which is both significant and perspicuous in an original perform- 
ance, is frequently incapable of being rendered otherwise than by a 
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proper word. The corresponding metaphoTt 83meedoch69 or metony- 
my, in another language will often be justly chargeable with obscuri- 
ty and impropriety, perhaps even with absurdity. In support of this 
remark, let it be observed, that the noun 9€dl in our tongue is frequently 
used, and by the same trope that the noun puppis^ in I^tin, to denote a 
ship. Let these synecdoches of a part for the whole, which are so 
very similar, be translated and transposed, and you will immediately 
perceive, that a man could not be said to speak Latin, who in that 
language should call a ship velum ; nor would you think that he spoke 
better English, who in our language should call it a poop,* These 
tropes therefore are of a mixed nature. At the same time that they 
bear a reference to the primitive signification, they derive from their 
customary application to the figurative sense, that is, in other words, 
from the use of language, somewhat of the nature of prr)[>er tcrm.s. 

In further confirmation of this truths it may be retnurk^^iL tli^t of 
two words, even in the same language, wKicb fire r^ynnwyniou?, or 
nearly so, one will be used figuratively to df^ not« sin ot>jci:t wiirch st wou Id 
be unsuffKrable to employ the other to denot^^ ihuu>rh natural Ly as fit 
for suggesting it. It hath been said, thnt dn excellent vein of satira 
runs through the whole of Gulliver's travels.'^ Substitute here mitry 
in the room of vein, and you will render tlie sentence absolutely ridir 
culous. The two words, beast and brulet are often metaphoricaUy 
applied to human creatures, but not in ihc suine significatioii. The 
former denotes either a blockhecui or a, volupiuartj of thegrossesf kind f 
the latter, one in the highest degree unmannerlif Bud Jkroewm^ Ac^ 
cordingly, we speak of beastly ignorance ; wm m0^*^^^liiQmf is m 
beastly vice but we should say, his bebaviMr to iSit WPh*in( 
people was quite bmtal.'' The word 

ved from the same root, is employed like Beasuy, to denote stupid or 
ignorant. Thus to say of any man, He acted brutishly," and to say, 
he acted brutally," are two very different things. The first implies 
he acted stupidly ; the second, he acted crueUy and rudely. If we 
recur to the nature of the things themselves, it will be impossible to 
assign a satisfactory reason for these differences of application. The 
usage of the language is therefore the only reason. 

It is very remarkable that the usages in dififerent languages are in 
this respect not only different, but even sometimes contrary ; inso- 
much that the same trope will suggest opposite ideas in different 
tongues. No sort of metonymy is commoner amongst eveiy people 
than that by which some parts of the body have been substituted to 
denote certain powers of affections of the mind, with which they are 

* This doctrine mioht be illustrated by innumerable examples/ if it were ne- 
cessary. For an instance, take that expression of Cicero, (ProLegario,) " Cu- 
jus latus ille mucro petebat ?" Here we have a synecdoche in the word mucrOf 
and a metaphor in the word petebat^ neither of which can be suitably rendered 
into English. ** Whose side did that point seek ?*» is a literal version, but quite 
intolerable. "Whom did you mean to assail with that sword Here the sense 
is exhibited ; but as neither trope is rendered, much of the energy is lost In 
like manner in the phrase, ** Vario Marte pugnatum est," They fought with 
various success,** there is a metonymy in the word Marte, which no translator 
into any modern language, who hath common sense, would attempt to trans- 
plant into bis verai^. See Trait6 des Tropes, par M. Du Marsais, Art. vii. iv. 
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supposed to be connected. But as the opinions of one nation differ 
on this articte from those ofanother, the figiirative sense in one tongue 
will by no means direct us to the figurative sense in another. The 
same may be said of different ages. A commentator on Persius has 
this curious remark : Natar^ists affirm, that men laugh with the 
spleen, rage with the gall, love with the liver, understand with the 
heart, and boast with the lungs."* A modem maj say with Sgana-* 
relle in the comedy, It was so formerly, but we have changed all 
that."! For so unlike are our notions, that the spleen is accounted 
the seat of melancholy and ilUhumour. The word is accordingly of- 
ten used to denote that temper ; so that with us a splenetic man, and 
a laughing merry fellow, form two characters that are perfect contrasts 
to each other. The heart we consider as the seat not of the under- 
standings b Lit of the a^ections and of courage. Formerly indeed we 
egarded the liver as the seat of courage ; hence the 
bti tor cowardly. J 

finsequence of the doctrine on this head which I have 
urtDg to elucidate is, that in every nation where from 
(hera is an increase of knowledge, and an improvement 
^ there often appear new works of genius in philo- 
peiry, there will be in many words a transition 
[as that improvement is more or less rapid, from 
Ive to their being the proper signs of certain ideas, 
1 their being the figurative sign of one, to their 
Rgns of another idea. And this, by the way, dis- 
Nhe many sources of mutation to be found in every 
. . k^iasition will perhaps more frequently happen in me- 
in other tropes, inasmuch as the relation of resemblance 
is genei all v lesa striking, and therefore more ready to be overlooked, 
thuu those relations on which the others are founded. Yet that they 
too will sometimes be aifected by it, we have no reason to question* 



* CorautuB oo these words of the first satire, Sum petulanti spUne eaehmno, 
Physici dicunt homines splene ridere, feile irasci, jecore amare, corde sapere, 
et pulmone jactari.'' In the ancient piece called the Testaments of the twelve 
patriarchs, supposed to be the work of a Christian of the first century, we find 
these words in the testament of Nephtali, for illustration that God made all things 
good, adaptkig each to its proper use : Kapitav tts fpouriotvj it^a^ vpot Bvnov^ x'^^^^ 
rpof TtKptaVf tts ysXtara rXirvO) vtfpovs sis rayMipycav. Grab. Spicil, patrum, 1 . Sec. 
T. 1. Ed. 2. p. 212. 

t *< Cela etoit autrefois ainsi; mais nous avons change tout cela." Le mede- 
cin malgr6 lui. Moli^re. 

t From these things we may observe, b^ the way, how unsafe it is m translate 
ing, especially from an ancient language into a modern, to reckon that because 
the proper sense in two words of the difierent languages corresponds, the meta- 
phorical sense of the same words will correspond also. In this last respect the 
words, as we have seen, may nevertheless be very different in signification, or 
even opposite. I think, in particular, that many translators of the Bible havis 
been betrayed into blunders, though not sufficiently adverting to this circum- 
stance. For instance, nothing at fust appears to be juster, as well as a more 
literal version of the Greek iK^npoKopStos, than the English hard-hearted. Yet I 
suspect, that the true meaning of the former term, both in the Septua^nt and in 
the New Testament, is not cruel, as the English word imports, but tndoci/e, in- 
tractable. The general remark might be illustrated by numberless examples ; 
but this is not the place. 
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proper word. The corresponding metaphor, syneedocM, or metonj- 
mji in another language will often be juatlj chargeable with obacuri- 
tj and impropriety, perhaps even with absurdity. In support of this 
remark, let it be observed, that the noun sail in our tongue is frequently 
used, and by the same trope that the noun puppis^ in Latin, to denote a 
ship. Let these synecdoches of a part for the whole, which are so 
very similar, be translated and transposed, and you will immediately 
perceive, that a man could not be said to speak Latin, who in that 
languas'e should call a ship velum ; nor would you think that he spoke 
better English, who in our language shouki call it a poop,* These 
tropes therefore are of a mixed nature. At the same time that they 
bear a reference to the primitive signification, they derive from their 
customary application to the figurative sense, that is, in other words, 
from the use of language, somewhat of the nature of proftcr tcrm.^. 

In further confirmation of this truths it may he re marked ^ that of 
two words, even in the same language^ which are Hyrmnymoiis, or 
nearly so, one will be used figuratively to detiQte an objcc { whvch it wou Id 
be unsufferable to employ the other to deiiotef though natunUly ^it 
for suggesting it. It hath been said, iKal " an exi:e11erLt vdn of ^atiro 
runs through the whole of Gulliver's travels." Sub^tiiyle here ar/cry 
in the room of vein, and you will render the mntence absolute]/ ridi- 
culous. The two words, beoit and bi*ti(e, are ofliBD metaphorically 
applied to human creatures, but not in the same signMcatioD, Tho 
former denotes either a blockhead or a vo(uptmrg of the grossest kind | 
the latter, one in the highest degree tifln|4|iiiifW^ nAferociom* Ao* 
cordingly, we speak of beastly ignorance ; w« aajft ^ glnli|0^it m 
beastly vice but we should say, hii bdl^viour ta IttMI'iMMDm 
people was quite brutal.*^ The word.^mHri^ hmf^wm^ Ai6mi^^m& 
ved from the same root, is employed like beastly , to denote stupid or 
ignorant. Thus to say of any man, He acted brutishly," and to say, 
he acted brutally,*' are two very different things. The first implies 
he acted stupidly ; the second, he acted crueUy and rudely. If we 
recur to the nature of the things themselves, it will be impossible to 
assign a satisfactory reason for these differences of application. The 
usage of the language is therefore the only reason. 

It is very remarkable that the usages in different languages are in 
this respect not only different, but even sometimes contrary ; inso- 
much that the same trope will suggest opposite ideas in different 
tongues. No sort of metonymy is commoner amongst every people 
than that by which some parts of the body have been substituted to 
denote certain powers of affections of the mind, with which they are 

* This doctrine might be illustrated by innumerable examples,' if it were ne- 
cessary. For an instance, take that expression of Cicero, (Pro Legariot) Cu- 
jus latus iUe mucro petebat ?*> Here we have a synecdoche in the word mturo, 
and a metaphor in the word petebat^ neither of which can be suitably rendered 
into English. Whose side aid that point seek 1^ is a literal version, but quite 
intolerable. "Whom did you mean to assail with that sword 7'* Here the sense 
is exhibited ; but as neither trope if rendered, much of the energy is lost In 
like manner in the phrase, ^ Yario Marte pugnatum est," They fought with 
various success,*' there is a metonymy in the word J^arte, which no translator 
into any modern language, who hath common sense, would attempt to trans- 
plant into 1^ ver^i^ft. See TraitA des Tropes, par M. Du Marsaio, Art vii. iv. 
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supposed to be connected. But as the opinions of one nation differ 
on this articte from those ofanother, the figiirative sense in one tongue 
will by no means direct aa to the figurative sense in another. The 
same may be said of different ages. A commentator on Persius has 
this curious remark : Natdr^ists affirm, that men laugh with the 
spleen, rage with the gall, love with the liver, understand with the 
heart, and boast with the lungs."* A modem may say with Sgana-* 
relle in the comedy, It was so formerly, but we have changed all 
that."! For so unlike are our notions, that the spleen is accounted 
the seat of melancholy and ill*humour. The word is accordingly of- 
ten used to denote that temper ; so that with us a splenetic man, and 
a laughing merry fellow, form two characters that are perfect contrasts 
to each other* The heart we consider as the seat not of the under- 
standing, but of the affections and of courage. Formerly indeed we 
seem to have regiirded the liver as the seat of courage ; hence the 
term milk-livered for cowardly. J 

One plain consequence of the doctrine on this head which I have 
been endeavouring to elucidate is, that in every nation where from 
time to time there is an increase of knowledge, and an improvement 
in the arts, or where there often appear new works of genius in philo- 
sophy, history, or poetry, there will be in many words a transition 
more or less gradual, as that improvement is more or less rapid, from 
their Aing the figurative to their being the proper signs of certain ideas, 
and sometimes from their being the figurative sign of one, to their 
being the figurative signs of another idea. And this, by the way, dis- 
closes to us one of the many sources of mutation to be fouiid in every 
tongue^^^his transition will perhaps more fre<|uently happen in me- 
taphor than in other tropes, inasmuch as the relation of resemblance 
is generally less striking, and therefore more ready to be overlooked, 
than thoise relations on which the others are founded. Yet that they 
too will sometimes be affected by it, we have no reason to question* 

* gornutiu 00 these words of the first satire, Sum petulanti spUne eachmno, 
Phvsici dicunt homines splene ridere, felle irasci, jecore unare, corde sapere, 
et pulmone jactari.'' In the ancient piece called the Testaments of the twelve 
patriarchs, supposed to be the work of a Christian of the first century, we find 
these words in the testament of Nephtali, for illustration that God made all things 
good, adaptkig each to its proper use : "Kapitav sts fpovrioivj it^a^ irpos Bvitov^ x^^f*^ 
wpof rtKpia¥t tts Y^<»''''^ rXirvo, vtfpavs ttt wufMpyioy. Grab. Spicil> patnim, 1 . Sec. 
T. 1. Ed. 2. p. 212. 

t *< Cela etoit autrefois ainsi; mais nous avons change tout cela." Le mede- 
cin malgr6 lui. Moli^re. 

t From these things we may observe, b^ the way, ho# unsafe it is in translate 
ing, especially from an ancient language into a modem, to reckon that because 
the proper sense in two words of the difierent languages corresponds, the meta- 
phorical sense of the same words will correspond also. In this last respect the 
words, as we have seen, may nevertheless be very different in signification, or 
even opposite. I think, in particular, that many translators of the Bible hayh 
been betrayed into blunders, though not sufficiently adverting to this circum- 
stance. For instance, nothing at mi appears to be juster, as well as a more 
literal version of the Greek IxKn^Kopiios^ than the English kard-htmitd. Yet I 
suspect, that the true meaning of the former term, bom in the Septuasint and in 
the New Testament, is not cruel, as the English word imports, but tndoeiU, tn- 
tnctMe, The general remark might be ilhistrated by numberless examples ; 
but this IB not the place. 



2S8 



THK PHILOflOFHT 



[book UU 



That in those metooymies in psrticukr, of which some instances have 
been given, wherein the connexion maj be justljr accounted more 
imaginary than real, such changes in the application should arise, 
might imturally be expected. The transition from the figurative to 
the proper in regard to such terms as are in daily use, is indeed in- 
evitable. The word vt$$el in £nglish hath doubtloss been at first in- 
troduced by a synecdoche to signify a Mhip^ the genus for the species, 
but is now become by use as much a proper term in this signification, 
as the word ship itself. 

With regard to metaphor, it is certain, that in all languages there 
are many words which at first had one sense only, and afterwards 
acquired another by metaphorical application, of which words both 
senses are now become so current, that it would be difficult for any 
but an etymologist to determine which 'm iho ori^in^t! <ind vvl]i<h tlio 
metaphorical. Of this kind in the English tun^oe are the .substan- 
tives conception^ apprehension^ expression ; the Hif&i of these, couap- 
ffOfi, when it notes an action of the mind, and whep the beginning of 
pregnancy in a female, is alike supported by use ; the seeood and 
third terms, apprehension for seizure, and ej^rtB»ion Tor squeemng 
out, are now rather uncommon. Yet these are douhlkaa the primi* 
tive significations. 

It may be farther remarked, that in som Mpjii^ miiiptoical 
sense has justled out the original sense a|^|rfltal^«<iuti^ in Anippg 
of it they are become obsolete. Of this kin^ m^m t9Rfl»«e» are, ^ 
verbs to iratn, to cur6, to edify^ to embrace^ the jitiiolliva ^p^atiflDi 
whereof were, to draw, to hind, to build, to bft. Aid tfene ehoM 
now speak of the acnieness of a razor, or of the mrdomt of a fire, we 
could not say that to a linguist he would apeak ^&iDteitigibly> but by 
every man of sense he would be thought to express birnselt both pe- 
dantically and improperly. The word ruminfife, thou^ih good in the 
metaphorical sense, to denote mtf^'ng* on tx .stjbji'ct, ixontd ^carceiy 
be admitted, except in poetry, in the litem] ^tjnsc, for cheirm^ ihe 
cud. Thus it happens with languages as with countries ; strangers 
received at first through charity, oAen in time grow strong enough to 
dispossess the natives. 

Now in regard to all the words which fall under the two last re- 
marks, whatever they were formerly, or in whatever light they may 
be considered by the grammarian and the lexicographer, they cannot 
be considered as genuine metaphors by the rhetorician. I have al- 
ready assigned the reason. They have nothing of the effect of meta- 
phor upon the hearer. On the contrary, like proper terms, they sug- 
gest directly to his mind, without the iutervention of any image, the 
ideas which the speaker proposed to convey by them. 

From all that hath been said, it evidently follows, that those meta- 
phors which hold mostly of the thought, that is, those to which the 
ear hath not been too much familiarized, have most of the peculiar 
vivacity resulting from this trope ; the invariable effect of very fre- 
quent use being to convert the metaphorical into a proper meaning. 
A metaphor hath undoubtedly the strongest effect, when it is first 
ushered into the language ; but by reason of its peculiar boldness, 
this, as was hinted already, is raerly to be hazarded. I may say, it 
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ought never to be hazarded, unless when both the perspicuity is se- 
cured to an ordinary understanding bj the connexion, and the resem- 
blance suggested is very striking. A new metaphor (and the same 
holds, though in a lower degree, of every trope) is never regarded 
with indifference. If it be not a beauty, it is a blemish. Besides, 
the more a language advanceth in richness and precision, and the 
more a spirit of criticism prevails among those who speak it, the more 
delicate the people become in this respect, and the more averse to 
the admission of new metaphors. It is even proper it should be so, 
there not being the same plea of necessity in such languages, as in 
those that are but poorly supplied with words. Hence it is that in 
modern times, the privilege of coining these tropes is almost confined 
to poets and orators ; and as to the latter, they can hardly ever be 
said to have this indulgebce, unless when they are wrought up to a 
kind of enthusiasm by their subject. Hence also have arisea those 
qualifying phrases in discourse, which, though so common in Greek 
and Latin, as well as in modern languages, are rarely, if ever, to be 
met with either in the rudest or in the most ancient tongues. These 
are, so to speak^ if 1 may thus express myselfi and the like. 

I cannot help remarking, before I concjude this article of the ori- 
gin of tropes^ and of the changes they undergo, through the gradual 
operation of custom, that critics ought to show more reserve and mo- 
desty than they commonly do, in pronouncing either on the fitness Or 
en the beauty of such as occur sometimes in ancient authors. For 
first, it ought to be observed, (as may be collected from what has 
been shown above,) that the less enlightened a nation is, their Ian-* 
guage will of necessity the more abound in tropes, and the people 
will be the less shy of admitting those which have but a remote con- 
nexion with the things they are employed to denote. Again, it ought 
to be considered that many words which, must appear as tropical to a 
learner of a distant age,, who iicquires the language by the help of 
grammars and dictionaries, may, through the imperceptible influence 
of use, have totally lost that appearance to the natives, who consider- 
ed them purely as proper terms. A stranger will be apt to mistake 
a grammatical for a rhetorical trope, or even an accidental homonymy 
for a far-fetched figure. Lastly, it ought to be remembered, how 
much the whole of this matter is every where under the dominion of 
caprice, and how little the figurative part of the language of any peo- 
ple is susceptible of a literal translation, that will be accounted tole- 
rable, into the language of any other. If th^se things were properly 
attended to, I imagine we should, on these subjects, be more diffident 
of our own judgement, and consequently less captious and decisive. 

So much for the nature of tropes in general, and those universal 
prin<$iptes on which in every tongue their efficacy depends; and so 
nSach for the distinction naturally consequent on those principles into 
grammatical tropes and tropes rhetorical. 

Part II. — The different s<^tts of tropes conducive to^ vivacity. 

I now consider severally the particular ways wherein rhetorical 
tropes may be rendered subservient to vivacity. 

37 
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1. TBK LKM FOR THK MORS GENRRAL. 

Thr first way I shall mentioD is« when, by meanB of the trope, a 
species is aptly represented by an individual, or a genus by a species. 
I begin with this, because it comes nearest that speciality in Uie use 
of proper terms, from which, as was evinced ahreiBidy, their vivacity 
chiefly results. Of the individual for the species I shall, give an ex- 
ample from our celebrated satirist Mr. Pope : 

May vome choice patron blesa each gray goose quill ! 
May ev'ry Bavius have his Bufo still !* 

Here, by a beautiful antonomasia, Bavius, a proper name, ts made to 
represent one whole class of men ; Bufo, tjm R pK>per namei (it dmI^ 
ters not whether real or fictitious,) is roadel^fepfWRt motter chm. 
By the former is meant every bad poet, Jal(9r44K^ rich fool 

who gives his patronage to such. As what pnH^etffiflftrXfls&y se* 
cures the perspicuity, (and in introducing tropes of this kindi espe- 
cially new ones, it is necessary that the perspicuity be thaii eeciured,) 
it was impossible in another manner to iaqffM^||l|| • WlU^ll^ili^'^yfiik ' 
equal vivacity. 

There is also a sort of antonomasia to which use hath long ago 
given her sanction, and which therefore needs not be introduced with 
much precaution. Such is the following application of famous names; 
a Solomon for a wise man, a Cresus for a rich man, a Judas for a 
traitor, a Demosthenes for an orator, and a Homer for a poet. Nor 
do these want a share of vivacity, when apposite and properly ma- 
naged. 

That kind of synecdoche by which the species is put for the genus, 
is used but sparingly in our language. Examples however occur 
sometimes, as when an assassin is termed a aU'tkrocU^ or a fiction a 
/te, as in these words of Dryden, 

The cock and fox the fool and knave imply, 
The truth is moral, tho' the tale a lit, 

In like manner, slaughter, especially in battle, is by poets sometimes 
denominated murder^ and legal prosecution, persecution. Often in 
these instances the i»ord may justly be said to be used without a 
figure. It may however, in general, be affirmed of all those terms, 
that they are more vivid and forcible, for this single reason, because 
they are more special. 

There is one species of the onomatopeia, which very much resem- 
bles the antonomasia just now taken notice of. It is when a verb is 
formed from a proper name, in order to express some particular ac- 
tion, for which the person to whom the name belonged was remarka- 
ble. An example of this we have in the instructions which Hamlet 
gave the players who were to act his piece before the king and the 
queen. He mentioned his having seen some actors who in their 
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way out-heroded Herod, intimating, that hy the outrageous gestures 
they used in the representation, they overacted even the fury and 
violence of that tyrant. This trope hath been admirably imitated by 
S wifl, who says concerning Blackmore, the author of a translation of 
some of the psalms into English verse, 

Sternhold himself he out-stemholded. 

How languid in comparison of this would it have been to say, that 
in Sternhold's own manner Sir Richard outdid him. But it must be 
owned, that this trope, the onomatopeiay in any form whatever, hath 
little scope in our tongue, and is hardly admissible except in bur- 
lesque. 



2. THE MOST INTERESTING CIRCUMSTANCE DISTINGUISHED. 

The second way I shall take notice of, wherein the use of tropes 
may conduce to vivacity, is, when the trope tends to fix the attention 
on that particular of the subject which is most interesting, or on which 
the action related, or fact referred to, immediately depends. This 
bears a resemblance to the former method ; for by that an individual 
serves to exhibit a species, and a species a genus ; by this a part is 
made to represent the whole, the abstract, as logicians term it, to 
suggest the concrete, the passion its object, the operation its subject, 
the mstrument the agent, and the gif\ the giver. The tropes which 
contribute in this way to invigorate the expression are these two, the 
synecdoche and the metonymy. 

For an illustration of this in the synecdoche, let it be observed, 
that by this trope, the word hand is sometimes used for man, espe- 
cially one employed in manual labour. Now in such expressions as 
the following. 

All hands employed the reyal work grows warm 

it is obvious, from the principles above explained, that the trope con- 
tributes to vivacity, and could not be^ith equal advantage supplied 
by a proper term. But in such phrases as these, " One of the 
bands fell overboard " All our hands were asleep," it is ridicu- 
lous, as what is affirmed hath no particular relation to the part speci- 
fied. The application of tropes in this undistinguishing manner is 
what principally characterizes the contemptible cant of particular 
professions. I shall give another example. A sail with us fre- 
quently denotes a ship. Now to say, ** We descried a sail at a dis- 
tance," hath more vivacity than to say, •* We descried a ship," be- 
cause in fact the sail is that part wbicti Is first discovered by the eye ; 
but to say our sails ploughed the main," instead of " our ships 
ploughed the main," would justly be accounted nonsensical, because 
what is metaphorically termed ploughing the main is the immediate 
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actioD of the keel, a very differeot part of the yesael. To produce 
but one other iostance, the word roof is emphatically put for house in 
the following quotation : 

' Retorn to her? and fifty men dismiss^? 

No ; rather I abjure aJl roo/f, and choose 
To be a comrade with the wolf and owl. 
To wage against the enmity o' th* air, 
Necessity's sharp pinch* 

The notion of a house as a shelter from the inclemeocies of the sky, 
alluded to in these lines, directly leads the imagination to form a 
more vivid idea of that part of the building which is over our heads.'f' 
It was observed, that the metonymy ^so contributes in this way 
to vivacity. It doth so by substituting the instrument for the agent, by 
employiog the abstract to represent the concrete, or by naming the 
passion for its object, the gif% for the giver, the operation for the sub- 
ject. Of the first sort, the instances are very cf mmon t as wlien 
we say of a poem, that it is the production of an lU / ni, i[istoad 
of an elegant writer. In the same v/^lj pencil is -^tii* limes used Ibr 
painter. It must be owned, that the triteness of sn < Ij e x|jrc^:?iori;i con- 
siderably lessens their value, and that for a reason t xj^hiincd \n the 
preceding part of this Section. It is however certaitJi tbat »hot vi- 
vacity can justly be ascribed to them ariseth purely from I he princi- 
ple which hath just now been illustrated in the syn^ cdoehe ; uamel^ 
a coincidence in the expression with the bent of the imagination, bdm 
pointing to that particular with which the subject spi^keti of is inime* 
diately connected. Nay, so close is the relation It^timD thi^ ^^c* 
cies of the metonymy, and that of the synecdoche above exemplified, 
that the same expression may sometimes be considered indifferently 
as belonging to either trope. Thus in the quotation brought from 
Dryden, All hands employ'd," it is of no consequence whether we 
denominate the word hands one or other, a part for the whole, or the 
instrument for the agent. 

* Shakspeare's Lear. 

t The Latin example quoted fi-om Tully in a note on the first part of this 
Section afibrds a good illustration of this doctrine. "Cujus latus ille macro 
petebat?" Mucro for gladius, the point for the weapon, is in this place a trope 
particularly apposite. From the point the danger immediately proceeds to 
It therefore, in any assault, the eye both of the assailant and of uie assailed, are 
naturally directed : of the one that he may guide it aright, and of the other 
that he may avoid it. Conse<|uently on it the imagination will fix, as on that 
particular which is the most mteresting, because on it the event directly de- 
pends : and wherever the expression thus happily assi.^ts the fancy, by coin- 
ciding with its natural bent, the sentiment is exhibited with vivacity. We may 
remark by the way, that the specifying of the part aimed at, by savinor Cujus 
latuSf and not simply quenij makes the expression still more ^phical. Yet 
latut here is no trope, else it had been Quod /aiu«, not Cujus lotus. But that 
we may conceive the difierence between such a proper use o( tropes, as is here 
cxempli5ed, and such, an injudicious use as noway tends to enliven the ez- 
ression, let us suppose the oratQr had intended to say, *• he held a sword in 
is hand.*' If instead of tho proper word he had employed the sipieedoehi, 
and said, ** mucronem manu tenebat," he would have spoken absurdly, and 
counteracted the bent of the fancy, which in this instance leads the attention to 
the hilt of the sword, not to the point 
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The second species of metonymy mentioned, the abstract for the 
concrete, occurs much seldomer, but hath also in the same way a 
very good effect. Isaac Bickerstaff, in his lucubrations, acquaints 
us with a visit which an eminent rake and his companions made to a 
protestant nunnery erected in England by some ladies of rank. — 

When he entered," says the author, upon seeing a servant coming 
towards him, with a design to tell him, this was no place for them, 
up goes my grave Jmpu£net to the maid."* £very body must per* 
ceive, that the expression would have been incomfmrably fainter, if 
he had said, Up goes my grave imptidmi feUow to the maid." The 
reason is obvious, an impudent feJhvo means one who, amongst other 
qualities, has that of impudence; whereas, by personifying the ab- 
stract, you leave no h>om for thinking of any other quality ; the atten- 
tion is entirely fixed on that to which the i^tion related is imputable, 
and thus the natural tendency of the fancy is humoured by the ex- 
pression. \ 

The last species of this trope I took notice of* if that can be called 
one species which is so various in its appearances, presenting us 
sometimes with the passion instead of its object, sometimes with the 
operation instead of its subject, and sometimes with the gift instead 
of the giver, is in very frequent use. By this trope the Almighty 
hath been styled " the Urror of the oppressor^ and the refuge of the 
oppressed ;" which, though the same in sense, is more emphaticai 
than the object of terror to the oppressor, and the giver of refuge to 
the oppressed." The Lord is my M^ng-," says Moses,*' he is be- 
come my «a/i;a/ton,"t that is, the subject of my song, the author of 
rov salvation. Dryden makes Lord Shaftesbury style the Duke of 
Monmouth 

The people's prayer, the glad diriner'^theine. 
The young men's vwton, aad the old men's dream.X 

Here the terms prayer^ vision^ dream^ (for the word theme is lite- 
ral) are used each for its respective subject. Nothing is more na- 
tural or more common amongst all nations, the simplest as well as 
the most refined, than to substitute the passion for its object Such 
tropes as these, my love^ ^yjoy% my delighif my avereion^ my horror^ 
for that which excites the emotion, are to be found in every language. 
Holy writ abounds in them ; and they are not seldom to be met with 
in the poems of Ossian. The sigh of her secret soul," is a fine 
metonymy of this kind to express tne youth for whom she sighs in 
secret. As the vivacity of the expression in such quotations needs 
no illustration to persons of taste ; that the cause of this vivacity 
ariseth from the concidence of the expression with the bent of the 
imagination, fixing on the most interesting particular, needs no evic- 
tion to persons of judgement. 
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8. THINOfl •BNUBI.B FOR THIlfCW IHTBLUOIBLB. 

A THIRD way wliereio tropes may be rendered gabseirient to vi- 
vacityy u when things intelligible are represented by things sensible. 
There is no truth more evident than that the imagination is more 
strongly affected by what is perceived by the senses, than by what is 
conceived by the understanding. If« therefore, my subject be of 
things only conceivable, it will conduce to enliven the style, that the 
tropes which I employ, when I find it convenient to employ tropes, 
exhibit to the fency things perceivable. 

I shall illustrate this doctrine first in metaphors. A metaphor, if 
apposite, hath always some degree of vivacity, from the bare exhibi« 
tion of likeness, even though literal and the figurative senses of 
the word belong to the same class of objects ; I mean only in this 
respect the same, that they be both sensible or both intelligible. — 
Thus a blund^ in the administration of public afiairs hath been 
termed a MolecUm in politics, both things intelligible. Again, when 
the word saiU is employed to denote the wines of a fowl, or converse- 
ly, when the word toings is adopted to signify the sails of a ship, both 
objects are of the same class, as both things are sensible ; yet these 
metaphors have a considerable share of vivacity, by reason of the 
striking resemblance, both in the appearance of the things signified, 
and in their use. The last, however, is the best, for a reason which 
will be given' in the next remark. But in general it may be asserted, 
that, in the representation of things sensible, there is less occasion 
for this trope: accordingly this application of it is now almost en- 
tirely left to the poets. On Ihe contrary, if we critically examine any 
language, ancient or modem, and trace its several terms and phrases 
to their source, we shall find it hold invariably, that all thl^ words 
made use of to denote spiritual and intellectual things, are in their 
origin metaphors, taken from the objects of sense. This shows evi- 
dently, that the latter have made the earliest impressions, have by 
consequence first obtained names in every tongue, and are still, as it 
were, more present with us, and strike the imagination more forcibly 
than the former. 

It may be said, that if this observation be true, it is to no purpose 
to mention, as a method of enlivening the diction, the representing of 
intelligible things by sensible images, since it is impossible by lan- 
guage to represent them otherwise. To this I answer, that the 
words of which I am speaking I call metaphors in their origin*; not- 
withstanding which, they may be at present, agreeably to what was 
formerly observed, proper terms. When speaking of tropes in gene- 
ral, it was remarked that many words, which to a grammatical eye 
appear metaphors, are in the rhetorician^s estimate no metaphors at 
all. The ground of this difference is, that the grammarian and the 
rhetorician try the words by very difierent tests. The touch-stone 
of the former is etymology, that of the latter is present use. The 
former peruseth a page, and perhaps finds not in the whole, ten words 
that are not metaphorical ; the latter examines the same page, and 
doth not discover in it a single metaphor. What critic, for example. 
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would ever think of applying this appallation to terms such as these, 
spirit^ evidence^ underatandtngf reflection? Or what etymologist 
would not acknowledge, that to this trope solely these terms had owed 
their hirth ? 

But I proceed to give examples of vivacity, hy true rhetorical meta- 
phors, wherein things sensible are brought to signify things intelli- 
gible. Of this the following is one from Pope : 

At length Erasmus, that great injur'd namey 
(The ^ory of the priesthood^ and the shame !) 
Stemmed the wild torrent of a barbarous age, 
And droye those holy Vandals c^the stage. 

Here the almost irresistible influence of general manners, which is an 
object purely of the understanding, is very appositely and vivaciously 
represented by^ a torrent^ an object both of the sight and of the feel- 
ing. By the same vivid kind of metaphor, UgfU is used for know- 
ledge, bridle for restraint ; we speak otbuming with zeal, being tfi- 
flamed with anger, and himng a rooted prejudice* 

But metaphor is not the only trope which can in this way confer 
vivacity, metonymy frequently in a similar manner promotes the same 
end. One very common species of the metoojrmy is, when the badge 
is put for the office, and this invariably exhibits a sensible in lieu of 
an intelligible object. Thus we say the mitre for the priesthood, the 
crown for the royalty ; for the military occupation we say the sword; 
and for the literary professions, those especially of theology, law, and 
physic, the Common expression is the govm, Oflen also in those 
metonymies wherein the cause is put for the effect, and contrariwise 
in those wherein the effect is put for the cause, we have the same 
thing exemplified, a sensible object presented to the mind instead of 
an intelligible. Of the former, the cause for the eflect, the following 
lines of Dryden may serve as an illustration : 

'Tis all thy business, business how to shun, 
To bask thy naked body in the ran.* 

Though the rhyme had permitted the change, the word Min-afttiie, 
instead of the sun, would have rendered the expression weaker. — 
The luminary itself is not only a nobler and dbtincter, but a more 
immediate object to the imagination than its effulgence, which, though 
in some respects sensible as well as the other, is in some respect 
merely intelligible, it not being perceived directly no more than the 
air, but discovered by reflection from the things which it enlightens. 
Accordingly we ascribe to it neither magnitude nor figure, and scarce 
with propriety evon colour. As an exemplification of the latter, the 
effect or something- consequential for the causey or at least the imple- 
ment for the motive of using it, these words of scripture will serve, 

the word without, and terror within,"t where Uie term siiTord, 
which presents a particular and perceivable image to the fancy, must 
be more picturesque than the word tvor, which conveys an idea that 
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18 vague and only coocetTable, not being otherwise eeneible bat bj 
iU coneequences. 



4. TRmae anihatb for things lifeless. 

A FOURTH way in wkich tropes maj promote vivacity is, when 
things sensitive are presented to the fancy instead of things lifeless ; 
or, which is nearly the same, when life, perception, activity, design, 
passion, or any property of sentient beings, is by means of the trope 
attributed to things inanimate. It is not more evident that the ima- 
gination is more strongly affected by things sensible than by things 
intelligible, than it is evident that things animate awaken greater at- 
tention, and make a stronger impression on the mind, than things 
senseless. It is for this reason that the qnality of which I am treat- 
ing hath come to be termed vivacity, or liveliness of style. 

In exemplifying what hath been now advanced, I shall proceed in the 
method which I took in the former article, and begin with metaphor. 
By a metaphor of this kind, a literary performance hath been styled 
the offhpring of the brain ; by it a state or government in its first 
stage is represented as a child in these lines Dryden, 

When empire in its ekUdkood firat appears, 
A watchful fate o'eraees its tender years.* 

In the two last examples we have thinca lifeless exhibited by things 
animate. In the following, wherein the effect is much the same, 
sense, feeling, and affection, are ascribed metaphorically to inanimate 
matter. Thomson, describing the influence of the sun-beams upon 
the snow in the valley, thus vividly and beautifoUy expresseth him- 
self, 

■ '■ Perhaps the vale, 
RtUtUt a while to the reflected ray.f 

£very hedge," says the Tatler, was cofMcum* ef more than what 
the representations of enamoured swains admit of."| Who sees 
not bow much of their energy these quotations owe to the two words 
reUnti and c(m$ciou$ ? I shall only add, that it is the same kind of 
metaphor which hath brought into use such expresnons as the follow- 
ing : a kappy period, a Uamed age, the thirsty ground, a melancholy 
disaster. 

There are several sorts of the metonymy which answer the same 
purpose. The first I shall mention is that wherein the inventor is 
made to denote the invention, Ceres, for instance to denote bread, 
Bacchus wine. Mars war, or any of the pagan deities to denote that 
in which he is specially interested, as JYeptune the sea, Phto hell, 
Pallas wisdom, and Fenu^the amorous affection. It must be own- 
ed, that as this kind seems even by the ancients to have been con- 
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fined to the discoveries, attributes, or doounions, ascribed in their my- 
thology to the gods, it is of little or no use to us moderns.* 

Another tribe of metonymies, which exhibits things living for 
things lifeless, is when the possessor is substituted for his possessions. 
Of this we have an example in the gospel : Wo unto you, scribes 
and pharisees, hypocrites, for ye devour the families of widows."-*— 
Here the word families is used for their means of subsistence.'}' 
Like to this is an expression in Balaam's pi'ophecy concerning Is« 
rael : " He shall eat up the nations his enemies."|; 

A third tribe of metonymies which often presents us with animate 
instead of inanimate objects, is when the concrete is made to signify 
the abstract ; as, the fooly ui^ed for folly, the knave^ fbr knavery, the 
philosopher^ for philosophy. I shall illustrate this by some exam« 
pies. Dryden hath given us one of this kind that is truly excellent. 

The Blaveting cadden propt apoii the stafi) 
Stood ready gaping wtih a grinning laugh,. 
To welcome her awake, nor durst oegin 
Toepeak, but wisely kept the fool within.§ 

The whole picture is striking. The proper words, every one of 
them, are remarkably graphical as well as the metonymy, with which 
the passage concludes. Another from the same hand. 

Who follow next a double danger bring, 
Not only hating David but the ktng.ji 

As David himself was king, both the proper name and the appellative 
would point to the same object^ were they to be literally interpreted. 
But the oppos^ition here exhibited, manifestly shows, that the last 
term, the king^ is employed by metonymy to denote the royalty. The 
sense therefore is, that they have not only a personal hatred to the 
man that is king, but a detestation of the kingly office. A trope of 
this kind ought never to be introduced, but when the contrast, as in 
the present example, or something in the expression, effectually re- 
moves all obscurity and danger of mistake. Jn the passage last quo- 
ted, there is an evident imitation of a saying recorded by historians, 
of Alexander the Great, concerning two of his courtiers, Oraterus 
and Hephestion: Craterus,'' said he, loves the A;tng, but He- 
pheston loves Alexander.*^ Grotius hadi also copied the same mode 

* Even when such tropes occur in ancient authors, they can scarcely be trans- 
lated into any modern tongue, as was hinted on Part First, in regard to the 
phrase Vario Marte pugnatum est." Another example of the same thing, 
** Sine Cerere et Baecho friget VtnusJ'* 

t Matt, xxiii. 14. The noun otxias may b^ rendered either /omi/m or houses. 
The last, though used by our translators, hath here a double disadvantage. — 
First, it is a trope formed upon a trope, (which rarely hath a good effect,) the 
house for the family, the thing containing for the thing contained, and Hie janni- 
ly for their means of living j secondly, ideas are intrpduced which are incom- 
patible. There is nothing improper m speaking of a persoh or family being de- 
voured ; but to talk of devouring a house is absiud. It may be destroyed, demo- 
lished, undermined, but not devoured. 

X Deut zxiv. 8. { Cymofn ajid Iphigenia. | Absalom and Architophel;. 
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of expreMioD, id a remark whiefa he hath madey peHiaps with more 
ipgenuity than truth, on the two Apostlee, Peter and John. The at- 
tachment of John, be observes, was to Jsmw, of Peter to the Meg- 
siak,* Accordingly their roaster gave the latter the charge of his 
church, the former that of his family, recommending to him in parti- 
cular the care of Mary his mother. The following sentiment of 
Swift is somewhat similar : 

I do the most that friendship can ; 
1 bate the viceroy, love the man. 

The viceroy for the viceroyalty. I shall only add two examples more 
in this way : the first is from Addison, who, speaking of Tallard 
when taken prisoner by the allies,, says. 

An English muse in touch*d with generoaa wo. 
And in th' unhappy man forgets the/oe,j[ 

The foe^ that is, his state of hostility with regard to us at the time : for 
the second I shall again recur to Dryden : 

A tjnrant's power in rigou^ is eiprest, - 

The father > earns in the true prince's breast 

The father to denote fatherly affection, or the disposition of a father. 
In fine, it may be justly affirmed of the whole class of tropes, that as 
metaphor in general hath been termed an allegory in epitome, such 
metaphor and metonymies as present us with things animate in the 
room of things lifeless are prosopopeias in miniature. 

But it will be proper here to obviate an objection against the last men- 
tioned species of metonymy, an objection which seems to arise from 
what hath been advanced above. Is it possible, may one say, that 
the concrete put for the abstract should render the expression livelier, 
and that the abstract put for the concrete should do the same ? Is 
it not more natural to conclude, that if one of these tropes serves to 
invigorate the style, the reverse must doubtless serve to flatten it. 
But this apparent inconsistency will vanish on a nearer inspection ? 
It ought to be remembered, that the cases are comparatively few in 
which either trope will answer better than the proper term, and the 
few which suit the one method, and the few which suit the other, are 
totally different in their nature. To aflirm that in one identical case, 
methods quite opposite would produce the same e£^t, might, with 
some appearance of reason, be charged with inconsistency ; but 
that in cases not identical, nor even similar, contrary methods might 
be necessary for effecting the same purpose, is nowise inconsistent. 
But possibly the objector will argue ou the principles themselves se- 
verally considered, from which, according to the doctrine now ex- 
plained, the efficacy of the tropes ariseth: *• If," says he, "the abstract 
for the concrete confers vivacity on the expression, by concentrating 
the whole attention on that particular with which the subject is most 
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intimately eonaectedy doth it not lose as much on the other hand, by 
presenting us with a quality instead of a person, an intelligible for a 
sensible, an inanimate for a living object V* If this were the effect, 
the objection would be unanswerable. But it is so far otherwise, 
that, in all such instances, by ascribing life, motion, human afiections, 
and actions, to the abstract, it is in fact personified, and thus gains 
in point of energy the one way, without losing any thing the other. 
The same thing holds of all the congenial tropes, the dole for the 
donor, and the rest. In like manner, when the concrete is used for 
the abstract, there is, in the first place, a real personification, the 
subject being in fact a mere quality both inanimate and insensible : 
nor do we lose the particularity implied in the abstract, because, where 
this trope is judiciously used, there roust be something in the sen- 
tence which fixes the attention specially on that quality. Thus, to 
recur to the preceding examples, when David and the king, though 
known to be the same person, are contradistinguished in the same 
line, the mind is laid under a necessity of considering the word king 
as implyiog purely that which constitutes him such, namely, the royal 
power. The same may be said of the other instances. So far in- 
deed I agree with the objector, that wherever the trope is not dis- 
tinctly marked with the words with which it is connected, it is faulty 
and injudicious. It both misses vivacity, and throws obscurity on 
the sentiment. 

I have here examined the tropes so fer only as they are subservi- 
ent to vivacity, by presenting to the mind some images which, from 
the original principles of our nature, more strongly tfrtaches the fan- 
cy than conld have been done by the proper terms whose place they 
occupy. And in this examination I' havo found, that they produce 
this effect in these four cases : first, whien they can aptly represent 
a species by an individual, or a genus by a species ; secondly, when 
they serve to fix the attention on. the most interesting particular, of 
that with which the subject is moetr intimately connected : thirdly^ 
wh^n they exhibit things intelligible by things sensible : and, fourthly* 
when they suggest things lifebss by things animated How condu- 
cive the tropes are, in like manner, both to elegance and to anima- 
tion, will be examined aderwards. They even sometimes conduce 
to vivacity, not from any thing preferable in the ideas conveyed by 
them, but in a way that cannot properly come under consideration, 
till we inquire bow far this quality depends on the number of th^ 
words, and on their arrangement. 

Part III. — Thti»$e »/ those trof eg which ohstrucixw to 
vivcuiity. 

Let us now, ere we finish this article, bestow some attention on 
the opposite side, (for contrhties serve best t6 illustrate eslch othei^,) 
and make a few remarks on those tropes which ^ther have a natural 
lendeocy to render the expression more languid, or at least are no- 
way fitted for enltvenidg the diction. That there are tropes whoMr 
dir^t tendibncy is even to enfeeble- the expMsioo, is'oertainly traor 
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though they are fewer m number, and more rarely used, than those 
which produce the contrary effect. The principal tropes of this kind* 
which I remember at present, are three sorts of the synecdoche, the 
genus for the species, the whole for a part, and the matter for the in- 
strument or thing made of it, and some sorts of the metaphor, as the 
intelligible for the sensible. Of the genus for the species, which is 
the commonest of all, vmei for ship, creeUurt or animal for man, will 
serve as examples. Of the whole for a part, which is the most un- 
common, I do not recollect another instance but that of theman or 
woman by name, sometimes for the body only, sometimes only for 
the soul ; as when we say, sUch a one was buried yesterday," that 
is, " the body of such a one was buried yesterday.** MneM saw 
his father in Elysium," that is, his father's ghost. The common 
phrase all the world," for a great number •f people, and some others 
of the same kind, have also been produced as axamples, but impro- 
perly ; for in all such expressions there is an evident hyperbole, the 
intention being manifestly to magnify the nunkber. Of the third 
kind, the matter for what is made of it, there are doubtles^s several 
instances, such as silver for money, eanvaas for sail, and steel for 
sword. 

It is proper to inquire from what principles in our nature tropes of 
this sort derive their origin, and what are the purposes which they 
are intended to promote. The answer to the first of these queries 
will serve effectually to answer both. First, then, they may arise 
merely from a disposition to vary the expression, and prevent the too 
frequent recurrence of the same sound upon the ear. Hence often 
the genus for the species. This is the more pardonable, if used 
moderately, as there is not even an apparent impropriety in putting^ 
at any time the genus for the species, because the latter is always 
comprehended in the former ; whereas, in the reverse, there is inevi- 
tably an appearance of impropriety, till it is mollified by use. If one 
is speaking of a linnet, and sometimes instead of linnet says 6trcl, be 
is considered rather as varying the expression, than as employing a 
trope. Secondly, they may arise from an inclination to suggest con- 
tempt without rudeness ; that is, not openly to express, but indirectly 
to insinuate it Thus, when a particular man is called a creature or 
an animal, there is a sort of tacit refusal of the spcRcific attributes of 
human nature, as the term implies only the direct acknowledgement 
of those eiyoyed in common with the brutes, or even with the whole 
creation. The phrases no creature wad every creature^ like all the 
vjorldj are a kind of hyperbolic idioms, which come not under this ca- 
tegory. Thirdly, they may proceed from a love of brevity in cases 
wherein perspicuity cannot be hurt. Thus to say. 

Your friend Alexander lies here interred, 

is briefer, and not less perspicuous, than to say, The corpse of your 
friend Alexander " — - Fourthly, they may spring from a desire tO' 
find a term that will make a better counterpart, in respect either of 
the sense or of the sound, to some other word which the speaker oi* 
Ih^ writer hath had occasion to xise, the ideas conveyed by the two^ 
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words being also related. This occasions sometimes not only that 
the genus is used for the species, but (hat the matter is made to sig- 
nify the thing made of it ; both of which will be further illustrated 
when I come to consider how far vivacity may result from arrange* 
menu Fifthly, (and this is the last source thiat occurs to my thoughts,) 
tropes of this k4nd may arise from a desire of palliating the repre- 
sentation, and that either from humanity, from courtesy, or from de- 
cency. 

By the first of the five principles above mentioned, if used discreet- 
ly, something is done for the sake of variety, where the vivacity of 
the expression is tittle afiected ; by the second, even a farther end, 
a species of animation is attained ; by the third and fourth, what is 
lost of vivacity in one way^ is more than compensated in another ; 
but by the fifth, we are led to avoid this quality as a fault. 

There are some subjects of which it may be necessary on certain 
occasions to speak, which, nevertheless, present an object to the ima- 
gination that is either disagreeable or indecent. It is sufficient that 
such things be hinted to the understanding, so that the meaning may 
be apprehended, it is by no means fit that they be painted in the live- 
liest colours to the fancy. There are some things which a painter 
may find it expedient to introduce into a picture, and to render just 
discoverable by placing them in the shade, in the back-ground, or at 
a corner, which it would be extremely improper to set in such a point 
of view as would immediately attract and fix the eye of the spectator. 
The like doubtless holds with regard to the orator. And it hath been 
chiefly to veil without darkening what the smallest degree of delica- 
cy requires us to avoid exposing in the strongest light, that certain 
sorts of tropes and modes of expression have first been brought into 
use. To the same cause is also to be ascribed the recourse that is 
often had to circumlocution, which will fall to be considered in the 
ensuing chapter. 

All such tropes and modes of expression have come under the 
common denomination of the ewphemiBtnt a name that hath been as- 
signed purely from the consideration of the purpose for which they 
are employed ; which is to express in terms that are iboffensive, an 
object in some respect or other ofifensive. The euphemism is not a 
distinct trope, (as itiiath improperly been accounted by some critics,) 
but a certain application of other tropes, especially of metaphor and 
synecdoche, and even of some of the figures of elocution, the peri- 
phrasis in particular. Sometimes we are led to this from a principle 
of civility, or even of affection, ivhen the plain and direct mention of 
an object might either recall grief, or hwrt sensibility ; and sometimes 
from ideas of decorum. 

It is by an euphemism that the words deceased and departed came 
at first to be used instead of dead, which is no other than a synecdo- 
che of the genus for the species ; falling iasleep for dyings which is a 
metaphor, there being an evident resemblance between sleep and 
death, and slapping payment for kieeoming bankmpi^, which is a me- 
tonymy of the efiect for the cause. There is, indeed, in employing 
this figure, the euphemism, more than in any other, a natural ten- 
dency to change. The reason may easily be deduced from the ge- 



303 



[book UI* 



neral doctrioe concenuiig tropest esphioed in the first part of this 
section. The frequent use of any word io this manner brings it in- 
sensibly to have all the effect of the proper term whose place it was 
intended to supply : no sooner is thb effect produced by it, than the 
same principle that influenced us at first to employ it, operates with 
equal strength in influencing us to lay it aside* and in its stead to 
adopt something newer and still more remote. The excessive deli- 
cacy of the French in this respect hath given rise to expressions 
which it would not be easy to trace, from any known trope or figure 
of oratory, and which, to say the truth, have somethitfg ridiculouB in 
their appearance. Thus a disbanded regiment is with them a re- 
fomud regiment ; a coMhiired officer is a rejorwud officer ; and a 
man is said to reform his eqaipi^ when necessity obliges him to 
give it up ; even the hangman, through the supermbuadanoe of their 
complaisance, is titled me moBter of ike high isorlw.* In the use 
of this figure among the ancients, superstition ia regard to some 
words which were thought to be of bad omen, seeaui to have had as 
great a shore as either a delicate sympathy with the feeling of others, 
or a very nice sense of what is decent and cleanly* 

As to the nature and extent of the last source which was assigned 
of the euphemism, it will be proper to be a little Dme particular. — 
Those things which it is indecent to express vividly are always such 
tis are conceived to have some turpitude in them, either natural or 
moral. An example of this decency in expression, where the sub- 
ject hath some natural turpitude, you will find in Martha's answer, 
as it is in the original, when our Saviour gave orders to remove the 
stone from the sepulchre of her brother Lazarus, Lord, by this time 
he smelleih ,for he hath beea dead four days*"! In our version it is 
somewhat indelicately, not to say indecently, rendered alktheth. Our 
translators have in this instance unnecessarily receded from their or- 
dinary rule of keeping as close as possible to the letter. The synec- 
doche in this place answers just as well in Edgiish aain Greek ; the 
perdpicuity is such as secures the reader from the possibility of a mis- 
take, at the same time that the expression is free firom the indecency 
with which the other is chargeable. But if it be necessary to avoid 
a vivid exhibition of what appears uncleanly to the eateraaft senses, it 
is much more necessary in whatever amy have a teadeacy to pollute 
the mind. It is not always the mention of vice as such which has 
this tendency. Many of the most atrocious crimes may be men- 
tioned with great plainness without any such danger, and dierefore 
without the smallest indecorum. What the subfeots ara which are 
in this way dangerous, it is svurely needless to explain. - Aflod- as every 
person of sense will readily conceive the truth of the general senti- 
ment, to propose without necessity to produce examples for the elu- 
cidation of it^ might justly be charged with being a breach of (hat de- 
cency of which I am treating. 

So much for the use that may be made of tropes in softening and 
even enervating, as weU as in enlivening and invigorating the ex- 
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presflion ; though it must be owned that the occasions ere compara- 
tively few, on which the former porpose can be said to be expedient* 

I shall only add a few remarks concerning the caiachresis, which 
hath in like manner been improperly reckoned a separate trope. 
The reason that I have taken no notice of it hitherto, is, that it is but 
rarely defensible in modern languages, which require the strictest 
regard to propriety. And even in the few cases wherein it is defen- 
sible, it is purely so because necessary ; but is seldom eligible, as it 
rarely contributes either to ornament or to strength. 1 shall explaia 
myself by some instances. 

One species of the catachresis is, when words are used in a sig- 
nification that is very near their ordinary meaning, but not precisely 
the same* Examples of this would be a high man for a iall man, a 
large oration for a long oration, a big genius for a great genius. 
This, if any thing, would be classed under the metaphor, as there is 
a resemblance in ihe import of the words. Unluckily the word 
adopted is too near a coincidence with the right epithet, to present an 
image to the fancy, at the same time that it is not entirely coincident, 
and therefore cannot be denominated a proper term. In this appli- 
cation the name cataehresis is no more than another word for impro- 
priety. Of this kind there is an example in the fifth commandment, 
as it runs in our version, that thy days may be long (anglic6 many) 
upon the land."* — It is impossible to avoid such blunders in trans- 
lating, when one aims at being literal, without attending to the' differ- 
ent geniuses of different tongues. In original performances they are 
more rarely to be met with, being just such improprieties as none but 
novices in the language are apt to fall into. 

A second species of this figure is, when words, which, from their 
etymology appear to be applioable solely to one kind of thing, come 
afterwards to be applied to another, which is nearly related in its nature 
or design, but with which, neverthel^iss, the analysis of the word will 
not accord. This is sometimes not only excusable from necessity, 
as when the language doth Hot furnish a proper term, but sometimes 
also receives the sanction of general use. And in this case, what- 
ever it was originally, it becomes proper. I shall give some exam- 
ples of this in our own tongue. As it is probable, that amongst our 
Saxon ancestors, candle^holders were solely made of wood, they 
were properly denominated candleeiitks ; afterwards^ when, through 
an increase of wealth and luxuryt s^eh utensils were made of metal, 
the old name was nevertheless retained, and at first by a catachresis 
applied to these. But the application is now ratified, and the word 
appropriated by custom. The name inkham^ denoting a portable 
case for holding ink, probabfy at first made only of Aom, is a similar 
instance. In like manner the word parricide in £nglish«likepaY-tctda 
in Latin, at first perhaps signified only the murderer of his father, but 
hath come to be equally applied to kim who murders his mother, his 
brother, or his sister. In all these instances there was an excuse at first 
from necessity, the language not affording words strictly proper. But 
now having obtained the universal suffrage, which in every country 
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gires law to language, they need no exceee. There is an instance 
of a catachresis of this kind in oor ttanslation of the Bible, which 
(not being supported by the plea of necessity) ought to be considered 
as a glaring impropriety ; He made the laver of brsss, and the foot 
of it of brass, of the looking''gla$$e» of the woown."* It is however 
probable that the word nUrrour was not in such common use then as 
It is now. There are a few phrases which come under the same de- 
nomination, and which, though favoured by custom, being quite un- 
necessary, deserve to be exploded. Such, amongst others, are the 
following : the workmanBhip of God, for the work of God ; a man of 
war, for a ship of war; and a mtrchantwuuh for a trading vessel. — 
The absurdity in the last two instances is commonly augmented by 
the words connected in the sequel, in which, by the application of the 
pronouns she and ker^ we are made to understand that the man spoken 
of is a female. I think this gibberish ought to be left entirely to ma- 
riners ; amongst whom, I suppose, it hath originrted. 

The only remaining species of the catachresis, which I can recol- 
lect at present, is no other dian a far-fetched and incongruous meta- 
phor. Nothine can more justly be reduced under this class than the 
application of the attributes of one corporeal sense to the objects of 
another ; as if we should say of a voice, that it is bwuiiftU to the ear ; 
or of a face, that it is melodUnu to the eye* Nothing succeeds bet- 
ter, as hath been observed already, than metaphors taken from the 
objects of sensation, to denote the objects of pure intellection ; yet 
nothing generally succeeds worse than metaphors that are only trans- 
ferred from sense to sense. I say f^eneralhft because such is the 
omnipotence of fashion, in respect of language, that it is capable of 
conciliating us even to such applications. Thus the term sweet be- 
longs properly to the sense of tasting alone ; yet it hath been trans- 
ferred to the sense of smelling, of Imriqg, wad of seeing; We say 
a sweet scent, sweet melody, a sweet prospect The word sofi in hke 
manner belonged originally to the sense of touching, and to it only. 
Yet it hath been applied metaphorically, and (as we learn by the 
event) successfully to other senses. Thus we talk of a soft whisper, 
and Pope speaks of the soft-eyed virgin. Customary applications at 
length become proper, though they do not exhibit the primitive sense. 
For this reason, several of the aforesaid instances are not to be con- 
sidered at present as examples of the catachresis. Sometimes, how- 
ever, even a new catachresis of the last mentioned kind, which is the 
most hazardous, will please the roost fastidious critic. Take the 
following example from Toung : 

Her voice is but the thadow of a aoundLf 

The reason of our approbation in this case is, if I mistake not, that 
an allusion or comparison is suggested which exhibits more strongly 
the author's meaning, than it could have been exhibited by any other 
words in the same compass. The sentiment is, that the same rela- 
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tion which the shadow bears to the substance of which it is the sha^ 
doWf the lady's voice bears to an ordinary sound. 

Having now discussed what was proposed here concerning tropes, 
I shall conclude with observing, that, in this discussion, there hath 
been occasion, as it were, incidentally to discover, — that they are 
so far from being the inventions of art, that, on the contrary, they re- 
sult from the original and essential principles of the human mind ;— 
that accordingly they are the same up^n the maui, in all nations, bar- 
barous and civilized; — that the simplest and most ancient tongues 
do most abound with them, the natural effect of improvement in sci- 
ence and language, which commonly go together, being :o regulate 
the fancy and to restrain the passions ; — Siat the sole business of 
art in this subject is to range the several tropes and figures into 
classes, to distinguish them by names, and to tr^e the principles in 
the mind which gave them birth. 

The first, in£ed, or rather the only people upon the earth, who 
have thought of classing under proper appellations the numerous 
tropes and figures of elocution, common to all languages, were the 
Greeks. The Latins, and all modem nations, have in this particu- 
lar, only borrowed from them, adopting the very names they used. 
But as to the tracing of those figures to the springs in human nature 
from which they flow, extremely little hath as yet been attempted. 
Nay, the names that hath been given are but few, and by conse- 
quence very generical. £ach class, the metaphor and the metonymy 
in particular, is capable of bemg divided into several tribes, to which 
no names have yet been assigned. 

It was. affirmed, that the tropes and figures of eloquence are found 
to he the same upon the main in all ages and nations. Tlie words 
upon the mam were added, because, though the most and the princi- 
pal of them are entirely the same, there are a few which presuppose 
a certain refinement of thought, not natural to a rude and illiterate 
people. Such in particular is that species of the metonymy, the con- 
crete for the abstract, and possibly some others. We shall aifterwards 
perhaps have occasion to remark, that the modem improvements in 
ridicule have ffiven rise to some which cannot properly be ranged 
under any of the classes above mentioned ; to which, therefore, no 
name hath as yet been appropriated, and of which I am not sure 
whether antiquity can furnish us with an example. 



SECTION III. 

WORDS COnSIDKRBIX AS SOUHDS. 

Whin I entered on the consideration of vivacity as depending on 
the choice of words I observed that the words may be either proper 
terms, or rhetorical tropes ; and whether the one or the other, they 
may be regarded not only as signs but as sounds, and consequently 
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as ca|Mible in certain cases of bearing, in some degree, a natural re- 
semblance or affinity to tbe things signified. The two first articles, 
proper terms and rhetorical tropes, I have discussed already, regard- 
ing only the sense and application of the words, whether used hterally 
or figuratively. It remains now to consider them in regard to the 
aound, and the affinity to the subject of which the sound is suscepti- 
ble. When, as Pope expressetb it, ^ the sound is made an echo to 
the sense,"* there is added in a certain degree, to the association 
arising from custom, the influence of resemblance between the signs 
and the things signified ; and this doubtless tends to strengthen the 
impression made by tbe discourse. This subject, I acknowledge, 
hath been very much canvassed by critics ; I shall therefore be the 
briefer in my remarks, confining myself chiefly to the two following 
points. First, I shall inquire what kinds of things language is capa- 
ble of imitating by its sound, and in what degree it is capable ; second- 
ly, what rank ought to be assigned to this species of^xeellence»and 
in what cases it ought to be attempted. 

Part I. —What are articulate soundi capable of imUating^ and in 
what degree ? 

First, I shall inquire what kinds of things language is capable of 
imitating by its sound, and in what degree it is capable. 

And here it is natural to think, that the imitative power of lan- 
guage must be greatest, when the subject itself is things audible. 
One sound may surely have a greater resemblaQce to another sound, 
than it can have to any thing of a different nature. In the description, 
therefore, of the terrible thunder, whirlwind and tempest, or of the 
cooling zephyr and the gentle gale, or of any other thing that is sono- 
rous, the imitation that may be made by the sound of the description 
will certainly be more perfect, than can well be expected in what con- 
cerns things purely intelligible, or visible, or tangible. Tet even here 
the resemblance, if we consider it abstractly, is very faint. 

The human voice is doubtless capable of imitating, to a considera- 
ble degree of exactness, almost any sound whatever. But our pre- 
sent inquiry is solely about what may be imitated by articulate sounds, 
for articulation greatly confines the natural powers of the voice ; nei- 
ther do we inquire what an extraordinary pronunciation may efiectu- 
ate, but what power in this respect the letters of the alphabet have, 
when combined into syllables, and these into words, and these again 
into sentences, uttered audibly indeed and distinctly, but without any 
uncommon effort. Nay, the orator, in this species of imitation, is 
still more limited. He is not at liberty to select whatever articulate 
sounds he can find to be fittest for imitating those concerning which 
he is discoursing. That he may be understood, he is under a neces- 
sity of confining himself to such sounds as are rendered by use the 
signs of the things he would suggest by them. If there be a variety 
of these signs, which commonly cannot be great, he hath some scope 
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for selection, but not otherwise. Tet so remote is the resemblance 
here at best, that in no language, ancient or modem, are the mean- 
ing of any words, except perhaps those expressing the (Jries of some 
animals, discoverable, on the bare hearing, to one who doth not un- 
derstand the language. 

Indeed, when the subject is articulate sound, the speaker of the 
writer may do more than produce a resemblance, he may even ren- 
der the expression an example of that which he affirms. Of this 
kind precisely are the three last lines of the following quotation from 
Pope : 

These equal syllables alone require, 
Tho' oft the ear the open vowi ls tire, 
While expletives thoir feeble aid do join, 

And ten low words oft cnep in one dull line,* 

But this manner, which, it must be owned, hath a very good effect in 
enlivening the expression, is not imitation, though it hath sometimes 
been mistaken for it, or rather confounded with it. 

As to sounds inarticulate, a proper imitation of them hath been 
attempted in the same piece, in the subsequent lines, and with tole- 
rable success, at least in the concluding couplet : 

Soft is the strain when Zephyr gently blows, 
And the smooth stream in smoother numbers flows ; 
But when loud surges lash, the sounding shore. 
The hoarse rough verse should like the torrent roar.f 

An attempt of the same kind of conformity of the sound to the sense, 
is perhaps but too discernible in the following quotation from the 
same author : 

0*erall the dreary coasts! 

Dreadful gleams, 

Dismal screams, 
. Fires that glow, 

Shrieks of wo, 

Sullen moans, 

Hollow groans, 
And ones of injured ghosts.^ 

Milton's description of the opening of hell-gates ought not here to be 
overlooked. 

• On a sudden open fly 
With impetuous recoil and jarring sound, 
Th' infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harsh thunder — — — § 

The same author has, in another performance, given an excellent 
specimen in this way, 
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He succeeds the better here, that what he says is evidently accom- 
IMuued with a design of exciting cootempt This induceth us to 
make allowance for his leaving the beaten road in seaich of epithets, 
la this passage of the Odyssey, 



Hit Uoody hand 



Snatched two anbappj of my martial band ; 
And dashM like dogs against the stony floor ;t 

the sound, but not the abrubtness of the crash, is, I imagine, better 
imitated than in the original, which, on account of both, especially 
the last, was much admured by the critic of Halicamassus. An ex- 
cellent attempt in this way we have in a poem by Dyer : 



- The Pilgrim oft 



At dead of night >mid his orison hears 
Aghast the voice of time, disparting towers. 
Tumbling all precipitous down-dash'd, 
Rattling around, loud thundering to the moon.} 

But the best example to be found in our language is, in my opinion, 
the following lines of Mr. Pope : 

What I like Sir Riehaid, rambling, rongh and fierce, 
With arms, and Gkorge, and Bninswio croud the veree^ 
Rend with tremendous sounds your ears asunder, 
With drum, gun, trumpet, blunderbuss, and thunder 7 
Then all your muse's softer art display. 
Let Caroima smooth the tuneful lay, 
Lull with Amelia's liquid name the nine, 
And sweetly flow through all the royal line.§ 

The success here is the greater that the author appears through the 
whole to deride the immoderate aflfectation of this over-rated beauty, 
with which some modern poetasters are so completely dazzled. On 
the whole, the specimens produced, though perhaps as good as any 
of the kind extant in our language, serve to evince rather how little 
than how much can be done in this way, and how great scope there 
is here for the fancy to influence the judgement 

But there are other subjects besides sound, to which language is 
capable of bearing some resemblance. Time and motion, for exam- 
ple, or whatever can admit the epithets of quick and slow, is capable 
in some degree of being imitated by speech. In language there are 
long and short syllables, one of the former being equal or nearly equal 

* Lycidias. An imitation of a line of Virgil, Eel. S. 

Stridenti miserum stipula disperdere carmen, 
t Pope's Od. In Homer thus, 

KoTT*. ■ ' ' 

X Ruins of Rome, Dodsley's Collection, vol. L 
§Sat. 1. 



OBAK I.] 



OV RHBTORIC. 



809 



to two of the latiler. As these umy be vnriously combined in a sen- 
tence, and syllables of either kind may be made more or less to pre- 
dominate, the sentence niay be rendered by the sound, more or less 
expressive of cdbrily or tardiness. And though even here the power 
of speech seems to be much limited, there being but two degrees in 
syllables, whereas the natural degrees of quickness or slowness in 
motion or action may be infinitely varied, yet on this subject the imi- 
tative power of articulate sound seems to be greater and mm-Q distinc- 
tive than OB any other. This appears to particular advantage in verse, 
when, without violating the rales of prosody, a greater or a less num- 
ber of syllables is made to suit the time. Take the following exam- 
ple from Milton : 

Wh^n the meny belli ring round, 
And the jocund rebeci sound 
To many & youth &Dd many ft mftid 
Dancing in the checkered shade.* 

In this passage the third line, though consisting often syllables, is, by 
means of two anapests, pronounc^, without hurting the measure, in 
the dame time with an iambic line of eight syllables, and therefore well 
adapted in sound to the airy diversion ne is describing. At the same 
time it must be owned, that some languages have, in this particular, a 
remarkable superiority over others. In English the iambic verse, 
which is the commonest, admits here and there the insertion of a 
spondee, for protracting, or of an anapest, as in the example quoted, 
for quickening the expression^! 

But, in my opinion, Greek and Latin have here an advantage, at 
least in their heroic measure, overall modern tongues. According- 
ly Homer and Virgil furnish us with some excellent specimens in this 
way. But that we may know what our own tongue and metre is ca« 
pable of effectiog, let us recur to our own poets, and first of all to the 
celebrated translator of the Grecian bard. I have made choice of 
him the rather as be was perfectly sensible of this beauty in the origi- 
nal, which he copied, and endeavoured, as much as the materials he 
had to work upon would permit him, to exhibit it in his version. Let 
us take for an example the punishnient of Sisyphus in the other world* 
a passage which had on this very account been much admired in Ho- 
mer by all the critics both ancient and modern. 

Up the high hill he heaves a huge round stone; 

The huge round stone resulting with a bound, 

Thunders impetuous down, and smokes along the ground.! 

* L' Allegro. 

t Perhaps the feet employed in ancient poetry are not in strict propriety ap» 
plicable to the measures adopted by the English prosody. It is not my business 
at present to enter into this curious question. It suffices that I think there is a 
rythmus in our verse plainly discernible by the ear, and which, as it at least 
bears some analogy to the Greek and Latin feet, makes this application of their 
names sufficiently mtelligible. 

I In Greek thus : 

' Aooy ayo> wOtcn won Xtfw ' 

Avrii mirv mdbixdf gvXivikf Xaat avaidw. Od. 
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It is remarkable thatHoner (Ihooglh greatlypreferable to his transla- 
tor in both) hath succeeded beat in descnbiog the fall of the stone. 
Pope in relating how it was heaved up the hilL The success of the 
English poet here is not to be ascribed entirelj to the length of the 
syllables* but partly to another cause, to be explained afterwards. 

I own I do not approve the expedient which this admirable versifier 
hath used, of introducing an Alexandrine line for expressing rapidity. 
I entirely agree with Johnson,* that this kind of measure is rather 
stately than swifl ; yet our poet hath assigned Ibis last quality as the 
reason of his choice. I was too sensible," says he in the margin, 
of the beauty of this, not to endeavour to imitate it, though unsuc- 
cessfully. 1 have, therefore, thrown it into the swiftness of an Alex- 
andrine, to make it of a more proportionable number of syllables with 
the Greek." Aye, but to resemble in length is one thing, and to re- 
semble in swiftness is another. The difference lies here : in Greek, 
an hexameter verse, whereof all the feet save one are dactyls, though 
it hath several syllables more, is pronounced in the same time with an 
hexameter verse, whereof all the feet save one are spondees, and is, 
therefore, a just emblem of velocity ; that is, of moving a great way 
in a short time. Whereas the Alexandrine line, as it consists of more 
syllables than the common English heroic, requires proportionably 
more time to the pronunciation. For this reason, the same author, 
in another work, has, I think, with better success, made choice of this 
very measure to exhibit slowness : 

A needleta Alexandrine ends the BonQ, 

That, like a wounded anake, drags its slow length along.f 

It deserves our notice, that in this couplet he seems to give it as his 
opinion of the Alexandrine, that it is a dull and tardy measure. Tet, 
as if there were no end of his inconsistency on this subject, he intro- 
duceth a line of the same kind a little after in the same piece, to re- 
present uncommon speed : 

Not so when swift Camilla scours the plain, 

Flies o'er th' unbending com, and skims along the main.^ 

A most wonderful and peculiar felicity in this measure to be alike 

In Latin verse, Vida, in his Art of Poetry, hath well exemplified this beauty, from 
his great master, Virgil. 

Ille autem membris, ac mole ignavius ingens 
Incedit tardo molimine subsidendo.' 

Here not only the frequency of the spondees, but the difficult of formine the - 
elisions ; above all, the spondee in the fifth root of the second line instead of a 
dactyl greatly retard the motion. For the contrary expression of speed, 

Si se forte cava extulerit mala vipera terra, 

Tolle moras, cape saxa manu, cape robora, pastor, 

Ferte citi flanimas, date tela, repellite pestem. 

Here every thing concurs to accelerate the motion, the number of dactyls, no eli- 
sion, no dipthon^, no concurrence of consonants, unless where a long syllable 
is necessary, and even there the consonants of easy pronunciation. 
* Rambler, No. 82. f Essay on CriticisM. t 
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adapted to imitate the opposite qualities of swiftness and slowness. 
Such contradictions would almost tempt one to suspect, that this spe- 
cies of resemblance is imaginary altogether. Indeed, the fitness of 
the Alexandrine to express, in a certain degree, the last of these qua- 
lities, may be allowed, and is easily accounted for. But no one would 
ever have dreamt of its fitness for the first, who had not been misled 
by an erroneous conclusion from the effect of a very different measure, 
Greek and Latin hexameter. Yet Pope i» not the only one of our 
poets who hath fallen into this error. Dryden hath preceded him in 
it, and even gone much farther. Not satisfied with the Alexandrine, 
he bath chosen a line of fourteen syllables, for expressing uncommon 
celerity : 

Which urgM, and labour'd, and forc'd up with pain, 

Recoils, and rolls impetuous down, and smokes along the plain.* 

Pope seems to have thought that in this instance, though the principle 
on which Dryden proceeded was good, he had exceeded all reasona- 
ble bounds in applying it; for it is this very line which he bath cur- 
tailed into an Alexandrine in the passage from the Odyssey already 
quoted. Indeed, the impropriety here is not solely in the measure 
but also in the dipthongs ot, and otr, and oa, so frequently recurring* 
than which nothing, not even a collision of jarring consonants, is less 
fitted to express speed. The onljr word in the line that seems adapt- 
ed to the poet's view is the term tmpetuous, in which two short sylla- 
bles, being crowded into the time of one, have an effect similar to that 
produced by the dactyl in Greek and Latin. Creech, without the aid 
of an Alexandrine, hath been equally if not more unsuccessful. The 
same line of the Latin poet he thus translates. 

And with swift force roll through the humble plain. 

Here the sentiment, instead of being imitated, is contrasted by the 
expression. A more crawling spondaic verse, our heroic measure 
hardly ever admits. 

At the same time, in justice to English prosody, it ought to be re- 
marked, that it compriseth one kind of metre, the anapestic, which is 
very fit for expressing celerity, perhaps as much as any kind of mea- 
sure, ancient or modern. But there is in it a light familiarity, which 
is so ill adapted to the majesty of the iambic, as to render it but rarely 
admissible into poems written in this measure, and, consequently 
either into tragedy or into epic. 

Ere I conclude what may be said on the subject of motion, I shall 
observe further, that there are other affections of motion beside swift- 
ness and slowness, such as vibration, intermission, inequality, which, 
to a certain degree, may be imitated in the sound of the description! 
The expression 

Troy's turrets totter»d — 
in the translation of the Iliad, is an instance of the first, the vibration 
* hoionda; B. HI. 
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being represented bj the frequent and qoiek roearraBee of the naam 
letters ranged a httle differentij. In the line 

Taiabiiiig all fiiecipittts dawn daab'd, 

already quoted frooi the Baina of Romet there is an attempt to um- 
tate the motkm as weU aa the aound. The hwt of the four following 
lines froBB Milton contains also a tolerable imitation of both : 

Oft on a plat of ritins froinid 
1 hear the far-off cuneu touod, 
Over some wide-water'd shore, 
SwingiDf slow with sullen roar.* 

Another veiy natural subject of imitation is size, or whatever the 
terms great or little may be applied to, literally or metaphorically. 
Things grand may be imitated bj long and well-sounding words ; 
things bulky by long and ill-sounding words ; things little by short 
words. The connexion here is as obvious as in either of the two 
former cases ; but the power of our language is ritther less. It af- 
fords so little variety in the choice of wonis in respect of length, that 
oflen the grandest objects in nature cannot be expressed, with pro- 
priety, otherwise than by a poor monosyllable. Bulkiness, accom- 
panied with motion, will fall to be exemplified in the next article. 

A fourth subject of imitation in language is difficulty and ease. 
There is a cousiderable difference in this respect in the pronuncia- 
tion of different words and sentences, which, if happily accommoda- 
ted is the sentiment, adda to the effect of the expression. If for in- 
stance, what is difficultly, acted be difficultly pronounced, and if, on 
the contrary, what is performed with facility be uttered with ease, 
there will result a certain degree of vivacity from this slight resem- 
blance. For it is an invariable maxim, that the ear is grated with hear- 
ing what the organs of speech find it upeasy to articulate. Several 
things contribute to render pronunciation difficult. First, the collis- 
ion of vowels ; that is, when one syllable ends with a vowel, and the 
next (it matters not whether it be in the same word or not,) begins 
with the same vowel, or with one which approaches to it in sound. 
Re-enter, co-operate, re-inforce, re-animate, tho'ofl, the ear, the open, 
are examples of this. A certain effort is required to keep them as it 
were asunder, and make both be distinctly heard as belonging to dif- 
ferent syllables. When the vowels are very unlike in sound, or the 
formation of the one is easily accomplished afler the articulation of 
the other, they have not the same effect Thus, in the words variety, 
coeval, the collision doth not create a perceptible difficulty. Now, 
as difficulty is generally the cause. pf slowness in any operation, such 
a clashing of vowels is often employed to represent a tardy or linger- 
ing motion. I A second cause of difficulty in utterance is the frequent 
recurring of the aspirate, (h,) especially when placed between two 
vowels that are both sounded. It is this which renders the transla- 

II Penseroso. 

t It is chieOy from this cause that the line in the Odyssey above quoted is so 
expressive of both. Aaav av» J(^t9n , 
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tion of the passage above quoted from the Odyssey so significant of 
the Mine qualities. 

Up the Aigh he /ieares a huge round stone. 

A like effect is produced by any of the mutes that aro aspirated, as 
the th and ph, or /, especially if combined with other consonants. 
The following line of Chaucer is not a bad example of this : 

He through the thickest of the throng gan threke.* 

A third cause of difficulty in pronunciation is the clash of two or 
more janiug consonants. Some consonants are easily combined ; 
the combinations of such are not expressive of this quality, but it is 
not so with all. An instance of this diiScuIty we have in the follow- 
ing line : 

And strains from hard bound brains six lines a-year.f 

We have here once five consonants, sometimes four, and sometimes 
three, which are all pronounced without an intervening vowel. The 
difliculty is rendered still more sensible by the double pause, which 
occasions a very drawling movement. Another example I shall take 
from the same author : 

When Ajax strives some rocVs Tast weight to throw, 
The line too labours, and the words move slow.j: 

In the first of these lines, the harsh combinations of consonants make 
the difficulty of pronunciation very observable ; in the second, the 
author hath not been so successful. I know not how it might affect 
the more delicate ear of an Italian, but if we compare it with the 
generality of English verses, we shall find it remarkably easy and 
flowing. It has nothing in respect of sound, either in the syllables 
separately, or in the measure, that in the least favours the sentiment, 
except only in its ending in a spondee, instead of an iambus. But 
this IS too common in our poesy to have any effect that is worthy of 
notice. Yida's translator, in a passage extremely similar, hath been 
happier, if he may not be thought to have exceeded in this respect: 

If some large weight his huge arm strive to shove, 

The verse too labours, the throng'd words scarce move.§ 

First, the word verse is harshef than line ; secondly, the ending is in 
two spondees, which, though perhaps admissible into the iambic 
measure, is very rare, and hath for that reason a more considerable 
effect. A fourth cause of difficulty in the pronunciation is t~he want 
of harmony in the numbers. This is frequently an effect of some of 
the fore-mentioned causes, and may be illustrated by some of the ex- 

* Knight's Tale. f Pope, Fragment of a Satire, 

t Essay on Criticitm. § Pitk 

4d 
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amplea already quoted. In the following paaiage from MihoDi one 
of the most unhannonious in the book, hugeness of size* slowness 
and difficulty of motion, are at once aptly imitated : 

Part, hoge of bulk ! 

Wallowing, unwieldy, enormous m their 
Tempest Uie ocean • 

An illustration of tardiness, difficulty, and hesitancy through fear, 
the same author hath also given us in the ill-compacted lines which 
follow : 

He came^ and with him Eve, *'* more btb, ' tho> fint 
To offend, diacoantenaac'd both, and discompoa'd.! 

Several of the foregoing causes concur in the following couplet : 

So be with difTiculty, and labour hard, 
Mov'd on, with difficulty and labour Imu| 

A fifth cause of difficulty, the last I shall take notice of, is, when 
there is a frequent recurrence of the same letters or syllables, espe- 
cially where the measure requires a quick pronunciation, because then 
there is the greatest risk of mistake and confusion. § 

I shall just mention another subject of imitation by sound, which 
is very general, and may be said to comprehend every thing not in- 
cluded in those above mentioned. The agreeable in things may be 
adumbrated to us by smooth and pleasant sounds, the disagreeable 
by such as are harsh and grating. Here, it must be owned, the re- 
semblance can be but very remote ; yet even here it will sometimes 
serve to enliven the expression. 

Indeed, the power of numbers, or a series of accordant sounds, 
is much more expressive than that of single sounds. Accordingly, 
in poetry, we are furnished with the best examples in all the kinds : 
and as the writer of odes hath in this respect a much greater latitude 
than any other kind of versifier, and at pleasure may vary his mea- 
sure with his subject, I shall take a few illustrations from our lyric 
poets. All sorts of English verse, it hath been justly rwarked, are 
reducible to three, the iambic, the trochaic, and the anapestic. In 
the first of these, the even syllables are accented, as some choose to 
express it, or, as others, the even syllables are long ; in the second, 
it is on the odd syllables that the accent rests ; in the third, two un- 
accented syllables are followed by one accented. The nearer the 
verses of the several kinds are to perfection, the more exactly they 
correspond with the definitions just now given ; though each kiiul 
admits deviations to a certain degree, and in long poems even requires 

• Paradise Lost, B. VIL f Paradise Lost, R X. t IWd. B. IL 

§ An excellent example of this kind we have from the Iliad : 

HoXXa ^' avctUra, Karamaj wapavra re iojjiia r^^\Bo¥» 

This recurrence is the happier here, aa it is peculiarly descriptive of nigged ways 
and jolting motion. 
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them for the sake of variety. The iambus is expressive of dignity 
and grandeur ; the trochee, on the contrary, according to Aristotle,* 
is frolicsome and gay. It were difficult to assign a reason of this 
difference that would be satisfactory ; but of the thing itself, I ima- 
gine, most people will be sensible on comparing the two kinds to- 
gether. I know not whether it will be admitted as a sufficient reason, 
that the distinction into metrical feet hath a much greater influence 
in poetry on the rise and the fall of the voice, than the distinction into 
words ; and if jso, when the cadences happen mostly after the long 
syllables, the verse will naturally have an air of greater gravity than 
when they happen mostly after ibe short. An example of the differ- 
ent effects of these two measures we have in the following lines of 
an admired modern, whose death lately afforded a just subject of 
lamentation to every good man, as well as to every friend of the 
muses. 

Thee the voice, the dance obej^ 
TemperM to thy warbled lay. 
O'er idalia*s Velvet green 
The rosy crowned loves are seen 
On Cytnerea^s day, 

With antic sports, aud blue ey*d pleasures, 

Frisking li^ht in Frolic measures ; 

Now pursuing, now retreating, 

Now in circling troops they meet ; 

To brisk notes in cadence beating. 

Glance their manj^-twinkling feet 

Slow melting strains their queen's approach declare t 

Where'er she turns, the Graces homage pay. 

With arms sublime, that float upon the air, 

In gliding state she wins her easy way : 

O'er hhr warm cheek and rising bosom move 

The bloom of young desire, and purple light of love.f 

The expression of majesty and grace in the movement of the six 
last lines is wonderfully enhanced by the light and airy measure of the 
lines that introduce them. — The anapest is capable, according as it 
is applied, of two effects extremely different ; ffrst, it is expressivex^f 
ease and iamiliarity, and accordingly is often used with success both 
in familiar epistles and in pastoral. The other effect is an expression 
of hurry, confusion, and precipitation. These two, however different, 
may be thus accounted for. The first is a consequence of its resem- 
blance to the style of conversation : there are so many particles in 
our language, ^uch as monosyllabic pronouns, prepositions, conjunc- 
tions, and articles, on which the accent never rests, that the short 
syllables are gi'eatly supernumerary. One consequence of this is, 
that common chat is with greater ease, as I imagine, reduced to this 
measure thaa to any other. The second consequence ariseth purely 
from its rafiidity compared with other measures. This effect it is es- 
pecially fitted to produce, when it is contrasted with the gravity of the 
lambit^. measure, as maybe done in the ode ; and when the style is a 
little elevated, so as to be sufficiently distinguished from the style of 
comfersation. All these kinds have been employed with success in 



* Rhet Lib. m. 



t Gray's Progress of Poesy. 



816 



THS PHILOSOPHY 



[book IU 



the Alexander's Feast, aa ode that hath heed as much celebrated as 
perhaps any in our language, and from which I propose to produce 
some illustrations. The poet, on recognising Jove as the father of 
his hero, hath used the most regular and perfect iambics — *- 

The list'iiin? cr6wd admire the s6imd, 

A pi6-«cnl c!6!ty' they shbut ai6und, 

A present ci6ify' the vaulted rbofs rebdand. 

With r6vi8h*d e&n 

The nn6 latch hrirs, 

Aj«s6me8 the cbd, 

A(1%i tfl to n6d, 
And s^uDia to sbdke the spheres. 

But when he comes to sing the jovial god of wine, he veiy judiciously 
changes the measure into the brisk trochaic. 

Bicchua 6ver ftir and y6un^, 
Drinkin? jiiyadid first ord&in« 
Bdcchiis' bl^ff^ins^s Are a trcaaurti 
Drinkin? 18 the fdldier'a pl^aaure. 

Rich the trdanurc. 

Sw6et the pleasure, 
Sw6et is pleasure 6fter pain. 

Again, when he describes his hero as wrought up to madness, and 
setting fire to the city in a fit of revenge, he with great propriety ex- 
hibits this frenzy in rapid anapests, the efl^ect of which is set off the 
more strongly by their having a few iambic lines interspersed. 

R6ven£e, rAvenge, Tim6tbeus cries, 
See the (6 ii's aiise ! 
See the sn&kes that they rear. 
How they hiss in their h&ir, 
And the sparkles that flish from their ey'ei ! 
Beh61d how they t6ss their torches on high, 
liow they point to the Persian abOdes 
And alitterin^ t6nipies of their hostile g6da. 
^ The piinces applaud with a fdrious j6y ; 

And the kia^ seiz'd a fliinbeau with zfeul to destroy — 

So much for the power of numbers. It may not be amiss now, ere I 
conclude this topic, to make a few cursory remarks on the imitative 
powers of the several letters which are the elements of all articulate 
sounds. And first, soft and delicate sounds are mostly occasioned by 
an equal mixture of consonants with short and monophthong vowels ; 
the consonants being chiefly those denominated liquids, /, m, n, r, and 
those among the mutes called slender, p, t, or c and ch when they 
sound as A: ; to these add v, also 2 and 5, when they sound as in the 
two words Zion and Asia. In like manner the duplication of a con- 
sonant sounds more delicately than the combination of different con- 
sonants. Thus ammiro is softer than admiro^faito than /acto, alio., 
than apto^ and disse than dixt. Secondly, strong and loud sounds are 
better exhibited by dipthongs and long vowels, those of the mutes 
called middle^ and which comparatively may be termed hard^ b^dy g, 
in both its sounds, and 7; especially when these are combined with 
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liquids which render them more sonorouSif^ithout occasioning harsh- 
ness, as in the words hmnhard^ thunder^ clangour^ bludgeon^ grumble. 
Thirdly, to roughness the letter A, contributes as well as the gutturals. 
Such is the Greek Xj ^ which there is no corresponding sound in 
English, though there is in Spanish and in German ; also those of the 
mutes called aspirates, as /, or pA, and tk\ in both its sounds,* the 
double r, and all uncouth combinations. Fourthly, to sharp and cut- 
ting rounds the foll6wiug letters best contribute, s when it sounds as 
in mass^ c when it has the same sounds ch when it sounds as in chide^ 

sh^ and wh ; from the abounding of which letters and combinations 
amongst us, foreigners are apt to remark I know not what appearance 
of whistling or hissing in our conversation. Indeed, the word whistU 
is one whose sound is as expressive of the signification, as perhaps 
any other word whatever. Fifthly, obscure and tingling sounds are 
best expressed by the nasals, ng, and wAj, as in ringing, swingings 
twanging, sinkings by the as in snuffle, sneeze, snort ; and even 
by the n simply when it follows another Wqaid or mute, and when the 
vowel (if there be a vowel interposed between it and the preceding 
consonant,) is not very audibly pronounced, as in mom, horn, sullen, 
fallen, bounden, gotten, beholden, holpen. This sound formerly much 
abounded in English. It was not only the termination of many of 
the participles, but also of most plurals, both of nouns and of verbs. 
As a plural termination, if we except a very few nouns, we may say 
it is now entirely banished, and very much, perhaps too mucli, disused 
in participles. The sound is unmusical, and consequently when too 
frequent, offensive, but may, nevertheless, have a good effect when 
used sparingly. Besides, it would be convenient, especially in verse, 
that we could oftener distinguish the preterit from the participle, than 
our language permits. 

Now, of the five sorts of sound above explained, it may be remark- 
ed by the way, that the first is characteristic of the Italian, the second 
of the Spanish, the third of the Dutch, and perhaps of most of the 
Teutonic dialects; the fourth of the English,' and the fiflh of the 
French, whose final m and n, when not followed by a vowel, and whose 
terminations, enf and ant, are much more nasal than the ng and nk of 
the English. I suspect too, both from their prosody and from their 
pronunciation, that of all the languages above mentioned, the French 
is the least capable of that kind of imitatiom of which I have been 
speaking. On the other hand, I think, but in this opinion I am not 
confident, that of all those languages the English is, on the whole, the 
most capable. TherCv is perhaps no particular excellence of sound 
in which it is not outdone by one or other of themt the Italian hath* 
doubtless more sweetness, the Spanish more majesty, the German 
perhaps more bluster ; but none of them is in this respect so various 
as the English, and can equal it in all the qualities. 

So much for the properties in things that are susceptible of a kind 
of imitation by language, and the degree in which they are susceptible. 

* Of >the8e one occart in the noun bnM, the other in the verb WetUhe, iThe 
first is the roughest 
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Part IL — In what e$teem ought IhU kind of i$nUalion to be heldi 
a$ui whm ought U iobe ulUmpUd? 

, It remains now to consider what rank ought to be assigned to this 
species of beautjt and in what cases it ought to be attempted. 

As to the first of these inquiries, from what hath been abready said 
it appears very plain, that the resemblance or analogy which the aound 
can be made in any case to bear to the seosey is at best, when we 
consider the matter abstractly, but very remote. Often a beauty of 
this kind is more the creature of the reader's fancy, than the effect of 
the writer's ingenuity. 

Another observation, which will assist us in determining the ques- 
tion, is, that when the other properties of elocutton ate attained, the 
absence of this kind of imagery, if I may express it by so strong a term, 
occasions no defect at all. We never miss it* We never think of it. 
Whereas an ambiguous, obscure, improper, languid, or inelegant ex- 
pression, is quickly discovered by a person of knowledge and taste, 
and pronounced to be a blemish. Nor is this species of resemblance 
to be considered as on the same footing with those superior excellen- 
ces, the want of which, by reason of their uncommonness, is nev^r 
censured as a fault, but which, when presentf give rise to the highest 
admiration. On the contrary, not the absence only, but even the at- 
tainment of this resemblance, as far as it is attainable, runs more risk 
of passing unheeded than any other species of beauty in the style. I 
ought however to except from this, the imitatidn produced by the dif- 
ferent kinds of measure in poetry, which, I acknowledge, is sufficiently 
observable, and hath a much stronger effect than any other whereof 
language alone is susceptible. The reason why in other cases it may 
so readily pass unnoticed is, that even the richest and most diversified 
language bath very little power, as hath been shown already, in this 
particular. It is therefore evident, that if the merit of every kind of 
rhetorical excellence is to be ascertained by the effect, and I know of 
no other standard, to this species we can only assign with justice the 
very lowest rank. It ought consequently ever to give place to the 
other virtues and ornaments of elocution, and not they to it 

As to the other question. In what cases it may be proper to aim at 
the similitude in souud of which I have been treating ; those cases 
will appear to one who attentively considers what hath been already 
advanced on the subject, to be comparatively few. Hardly any com- 
positions in prose, unless those whose end is to persuade, and which 
aim at a certain vehemence in style and sentiment, give access to ex- 
emplify this resemblance. And even in poetry it is only the most 
pathetic passages, and the descriptive parts, to which the beauty where- 
of I am speaking seems .naturally adapted. The critical style, the ar- 
gumentative, and the didactic, by no means suit it. Yet it may be 
said, that some of the examples above quoted for the illustration of 
this subject, are taken from the writings of the kind last mentioned, 
from Pope on Criticism, and Yida on Poesy. But it must be observ- 
ed, that the authors, in the passages alluded to, are discoursing on 
this very subject. An exemplification was therefore necessary in 
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them, in order to coDvej to their readers a distinct idea of what they 
meant to recommend. 

I must further observe, that, even in those poems wherein this kind 
of resemblance is most suitable, it is only in a few passages, when 
something more striking than ordinary comes to be described, that it 
ought to be attempted. This beauty in language is not to be consi- 
dered as bearing an analogy to dress by which the whole person is 
adorned, but to those jewels which are intended solely for the decora- 
tion of certain parts, and whose effect depends very much on their 
being placed with judgement It is an invariable rule, that in every 
poem and oratiofi, whatever be the subject, the language, in the gene- 
ral tenour of it, ought to be harmonious and easy. A deviation in a. 
few particular passages may not only be pardonable, but even merito- 
rious. Yet this merit, when there is a merit in introducing harsh 
sounds and jarring numbers, as on some occasions there doubtless is, 
receives great relief from its conteariety to the general fbw of the 
style. And with regard to the general flow, as I observed already, 
the rule holds invariably. Supposing the subject of the piece were 
the twelve hibours of Hercules, should the poet, in order to adapt his 
language to his theme, choose words of the most difficult utterance, 
and through the whole performance studiously avoid harmony and 
grace ; far from securing to himself admiration, he would not even be 
read. 

I shall only add, that though it is not prudent in an author to go a 
step out of his way in quest of this capricious beauty, who, when she 
does not act spontaneously, does nothing gracefully, a poet in particu- 
lar may not unreasonably be more solicitous to avoid her opposite, 
especially in the expression of the more striking thoughts ; as nothing 
in such a case can be more ungraceful in the style, than when, either 
in sound or m measure, it secvoa aa a eontnurt to the sentiment. 
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CHAPTER II. 

OP VITACITT AS DKPBHDIMG ON THK MUMBKB OP THB WORDS* 



SECTION I. 
THIS QUALITY KXPLAINBD AND BXBMPUFIBD. 

When I entered on the subject of vivacity,* I observed thet this 

auality of style might result either from a happy choice of words, from 
lieir number, or from their arrangement The first I have already dis- 
cussed, and shown how words may conduce to vivacity, not only from 
their sense, whether they be proper or figurative, but also from their 
Bound. 

' I come now to consider how far vivacity may be affected by the 
number of the words. Of this article it may be established as a 
maxim that admits no exception, and it is the only maxim which this 
article admits, that the fewer the words are, provided neither proprie- 
ty nor perspicuity be violated, the expression is always the more vivid. 

Brevity," says Shakspeare, is the soul of wit.^f Thus much is 
certain, that of whatever kind the sentiment be, witty, humorous, 
grave, animated, or sublime, the more briefly it is expressed the energy 
is the greater, or the sentiment is the more enlivened, and the particu- 
lar quality for which it is eminent the more displayed. 

Among the ancients the Lacedemonians were the most remarka- 
ble for conciseness. To use few words, to speak energetically, and 
to be laconic, were almost synonymous. As when the rays of the 
sun are collected into the focus of a burning glass, the smaller the spot 
is which receives them, compared with (he surface of the glass, the 
greater is the splendour ; or as in distillation, the less the quantity of 
spirit is that is extracted by the still, compared with the quantity of 
liquor from which the extraction is made, the greater is the strength ; 
so in exhibiting our sentiments by speech, the narrower the compass 
of words is wherein the thought is comprised, the more energetic is 
the expression. Accordingly we shall find, that the very same senti- 
ment, expressed diffusely, will be admitted barely to be just ; express- 
ed concisely, will be admired as spirited. 

To recur to examples, the famous answer returned by the Count- 
ess of Dorset to the letter of Sir Joseph Williamson, • secretary of 
state, to Charles the Second, nominating to her a member for the bo- 
rough of Appleby, is an excellent illustration of this doctrine. ** I 
have been bullied," says her ladyship, by an usurper, I have been 
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neglectedy by a court, but I ^ill not be dictated to by a subject, your 
mtLti sha'n't stand.''* If we consider the meaning, there is mention 
made here of two facts, which it was impossible that any body of 
common sense, in this lady's circumstances, should not have ob- 
served, and of a resolution in consequence of these, which it was 
natural for every person who had a resentment of bad usage to make. 
Whence then results the vivacity, the fire which is so manifest in the 
letter ? Not from any thing extraordinary in the matter, but purely 
from the laconism of the manner. An ordinary spirit would have 
employed as many pages to express the same thing, as there are 
affirmations in this short letter. The epistle might in that case have 
been very sensible, and withal very dull, but would never have been 
thought worthy of being recorded as containing any thing uncom- 
mon, or deserving a reader's notice. 

Of all our £ngfi^h poets none hath more successfully studied con- 
ciseness, or rendered it more conducive to vivacity, than Pope* 

^Take the following lines as one example of a thousand which 
might be produced from his writings : 

See how the world its veterans rewards ! 
r A youth of frolics, an old age of cards ; . 
Fair to no purpose, artful to no end ; 
Young without lovers, old without a friend ; 
A fop their passion^ but their prize a sot ; 
Alive ridiculous, and dead forgoLf 

Nothing is more evident than that the same passage may have great 
beauties and great blemishes. There is a monotony in the measure 
of the above quotation, (the lines being all so equally divided by the 
pauses,) which would render it, if much longer, almost as tiresome 
to the ear as a speech in a French tragedy ; besides, the unwearied 
run of antithesis through five successive lines is rather too mucbv as 
it gives an air of quaintness to the whole. Yet that there is a great 
degree of liveliness in the expression is undeniable. This excel- 
lence is not, I acknowledge, to be ascribed solely to the brevity. — 
Somewhat is doubtless imputable both to the words themselves and 
to their arrangement ; but the first mentioned is still the principal 
cause. The trope in the fiflh line, their passion^ for the object of 
their passimi^ conduceth to vivacity, not only as being a trope, but as 
rendering the expression briefer, and thereby more nervous. £ven 
the omission of the substantive verb, of the conjunctions, and of the 
personal pronouns, contribute not a little to the same end. Such 
ellipses are not indeed to be adopted into prose, and may even 
abound too much in verse. This author in particular hath some- 
times exceeded in this way, and hath sacrificed both perspicuity and 
a natural simplicity of expression to the ambition, of saying a great 
deal in few words. But there is no beauty of style for which one 
may not pay too high a price. And if any price ought to be deemed 
too high, either of these certainly ought ; especially perspicuity, be- 
cause it is this which throws light on every other beauty. 



* Catalogue of royal and nobb authors. f Moral Essays, Ep. IL 
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Propriety may sometifiiea he bappily violated. An improper ex- 
pressioQ may have a vivacity « whichv if we should reduce the words 
to grammatical correctoesst would be annihilated. Shakspeaie 
abounds in such happy improprieties. For instance. 



David's accusation of Joab, that he had Bhed the blood of war in 
peace^'l or what Solomon says of the virtuous woman* that she eaieih 
not the bread of idlene$$^§ serve also to verify the same lemark. — 
Every body understands these expressions ; every body that knows 
Englicih perceives an impropriety in them, which it is perhaps impos- 



is unperceivable is no beauty. Without perspicuity, words are not 
signs, they are empty sounds ; speaking is beating the air, and the 
most fluent declaimer is but as a sounding brass and a tinkling 
cymbal. 

Tet there is a sort and a degree of obscurity which ought not to 

* Macbeth. f Hamlet 

I 1 Kin|8 ii. 5. j Prov. zxzi. 37. 

li The Hebrarsm in each of these quotations from scripture constitutes the 
peculiarity; and as the reasons are nearly equal with regard to ail modern 
languages, for either admitting or rejecting an oriental idiom, the observation 
will equally afiect other European tongues into which the Bible is translated. 
A scrupulous attention to the purity ofthe language into which the version is 
made must often hurt the energy of the expression. Saci, who in his transla* 
tion hath been too solicitous to frenchify the style of scripture, hath made non- 
sense of the first passage, and (to say the least) bath greatly enervated the se- 
cond. The first he renders in such a manner as implies that Joab had killed 
Abner and Amasa oftener than once. Ayant repandu leur sang*' (le sang 
d'Ahner et d* Amasa) *' durant la paix^ comme il avoit fait durant la guerre." 
A terrible man this Joab, 

And thrice he routed all his foes, and thrice he slew the slain. 

The other passage he renders " Elle n'a point mangft son pain dans Poisivet^.** 
The meaning is very indistinctly expressed here. Can a sluggard be said to be 
idle when eating ? or does the most industrious disposition require that in the 
time of eating one should be employed in something else ? Such a translation 
as this is too free to exhibit the style of the original, too literal to express the 
sense, and therefore is unlucky enough to hit neither. Diodati hath Succeeded 
better in both. The last he renders literally as we do, and the first in this man- 
ner: "Spandendo in tempo di pace, il sangue che si spande in battaglia." 
This clearly enough exhibits the sense, and is sufficiently literal. The meaning 
of the other passagfe, stripped of the idiom, and expressed in plain English, is 
neither more nor less than this, She eateth not the bread which she hath not 
earned." In many cases it may be difficult to say whether propriety or energy 
should have the preference. I thmk it safer in every dubious case to secure Sit 
former. 



And be these joggling fiends no more believed. 
That palter with us in a double sense, 
That keep the word promise to our ear^ 
And ftreak U to our hope,^ 



In another place, 
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be considered as falling under this censure. I speak not of those 
sentences wherein more is meant than meets the ear, the literal 
meaning being intended piH-ely to snggest a further meaning, which 
the speaker had chiefly in view. I gave some examples in this way, 
when on the subject of perspicuity, and showed that they are not to 
be regarded as exceptions from the role.* But what I here princi<- 
pally alluded to is a species of darkness, if I may call it so, resulting 
irofo an excess of vivacity and conciseness, which, to a certain de- 
gree, in some sorts of composition, is at least pardonable. In the 
ode, for instance, the enthusiastic fervour of the poet naturally car- 
ries him to overlook those minutenesses in language on which perspi- 
cuity very much depends. It is to abruptness of transition, boldness 
of figure, laconism of ei^ression, the congenial issue of that frame of 
mind in which the piece is composed, that we own entirely the 

Thoughts that breath, and words that bam. 

Hence proceeds a character of the writing, which may not unhappily 
be expressed in the words of Milton, «*datk with excessive bright.'^ 
I have camnared vivacity produced by a happy conciseness to the 
splendour occasioned by concentring sunbeams into a little spot. 
I^ow, if by means of this the light is rendered dazzling, it is no more 
a fit medium for viewing an object in, than too weak alight would be. 
Though the causes be contrary, the effects are in this respect the 
same. Objects in both are seen indistinctly. But the cases to 
which this observation is applicable are extemely few. 

Indeed, the concise manner in any form is not alike adapted to 
every subject There are some subjects which it particularly suits. 
For example, the dignity and aulhority of the preceptive style re- 
ceives no small lustre from brevity. In the following words of 
Micheal to Adam, how many important lessons are couched in two 
lines 1 

Nor love thy life, nor hate ; but what thou liv'et, 
Live well ; how long, or short, permit to Heaven. f 

The aphoristic style, and the proverbial, receive likewise considerable 
strength from the laconic manner. Indeed, these two styles diflfer 
from each other only as the one conveys the discoveries in science, 
and the other the maxims of common life. In Swift's detached 
thoughts we find a few specimens of this manner. The power of 
fortune is confessed by the miserable ; the happy ascribe all their 
success to merit." — Every man desires to live long ; but no man 
would be old." — "A nice man is a man of nasty ideas." — "The 
sluggard," saith Solomon, hideth his hand in his bosom ; it grieveth 
him to bring it to his mouth,"| — " The desire of the slothful killeth 
him, for his hands refuse to labour. "§ — A fool," says the son of 
Sirach, " travaileth with a word, as a woman in labour of a child."|| 



* Book 11. Chap. via. Sect 2. 

i Proverbs zxvi. 16w 
Ecdea xxu 11. 



t Paradise Lost 
§ Pn>verb« xxh 29. 
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It is indeed true, that a great degree of conciaeneM is scaicely at- 
tainable, unless the stjie be figurative ; but it is also trae, that the 
vivacity of the espression is not to be attriboted solely to the figure* 
but partly to the brevity occasioned by the figure. But though the 
combination of the figurative with the concise is very common, it is 
not necessary. This will appear from some of the examples already 
given, wherein, (hough we discover a happy comprehension of a great 
deal of meaning in little compass, there is neither trope nor figure. 
Nor, indeed, is there either of these, in the picture that Swift gives 
of himself, where he says, I am too proud to be vain," in which 
simplicity, perspicuity, and vivacity, are all happily united. An in- 
ferior writer, in attempting to delineate fully the same character^ 
would have employed many sentences, and not have said near so 
much. Further, the writer on politics often avails himself of a sen- 
tentious coociaeness, which add no little energy to the sentiments 
he unfolds. Of the successful application of brevity in this way, we 
have an excellent mod<^l in the spirit of laws. It hath no bad eiTecty 
if used sparingly, even in narrative.* 

On the other hand, the kinds of writing which are less susceptible 
of this ornament are, the descriptive, the pathetic, the^eclamatory, 
especially the last. It is, besides, much more suitable in writing than 
in speaking. A reader has the command of his time, he may read 
fast or slow, as he finds convenient ; be can peruse a sentence a 
second time when necessary, or lay down the book and think. But 
if, in haranguing to the people, you comprise a great deal in few 
words, the hearer must have uncommon quickness of apprehension 
to catch your mean ng, before you have put it out of his power by 
engaging his attention to something else. In such orations, there- 
fore, it is particularly unseasonable ; and by consequence it is, in all 
kinds of writing, addressed to the people, more or less so, as they 
partake more or less of popular declamation. 



SECTION II. 

THE PRINCIPAL OFFENCB8 AGAINST BREVITT CON8IDBREO. 

fiuT though this energetic brevity is not adapted alike to every 
subject, we ought, on every subject to avoid its contrary, a lai^uid 
redundancy of words. It is sometimes proper to be copious, but 
never to be verbose. I shall, therefore, now consider some of the 
principal faults against that quality of style of which I have been 
treating. 

• The veniy vicU, ricf, of Caesar derives hence its principal beauty ; / eanUf I 
«ato, Iconqueredj is not equal. So small a circumstance, as the repetition of the 
pronoun, without which the sentence in our language would Mpp^ maimed, 
takes much from its vivacity and force. 
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Part I. — Tautology. 

Thb first I shall take notice of is the tautology^ which is either a 
repetitioa of the some sense in difierent words, or a representation of 
any thing, as the cause, condition^ or consequence of itself. Of the 
first, which is also the least, take the following example from Addison : 

The d&wn is overcast ; — ^ the morning lounr ; 
And '■ heavily in douds brings on the day ' 

Here the same thought is represented thrice in diflTerent words. Of 
the last kind I shall produce a specimen from. Swift. I look upon 
it as my duty^ so far as God hath enabled me, and as long as I keep 
within the bounds of truth, ot duty^ and of decency — "I It would 
be strange indeed that any man should think it his duty to transgress 
the bounds of duty. Another example from the same band you have 
in the words which follow : **So it is,^that I must )>e forced to get 
home, partly by stealth and partly by jorceJ*^X How many are 
there," says Bolmgbroke, " by whom these tidings of good new$ 
were never heard }"§ This is tidings of tidingSt or news of news* 
IS ever did Atticus succeed better in gaining the universal love and 
esteem of all men."|| Either of the two words in italics might have 
been used, but not both. 

It is also considered as of the nature of tautology, to lengthen a 
sentence by coupling words altogether or nearly synonymous, whether 
they be substantives or adjectives, verbs or* adverbs. This fault is 
very common, and to be foand even in our best writers. In the 
Attic commonwealth," says Doctor Swift, it was the privilege and 
birthright of every citizen and pqet^ to rail aloud and m|)tt6/»c."ir 
If he had said simply, *^In the Attic commonwealth it was the privi- 
lege of every citizen, to rail in public," — the sentence would have 
lost nothing of the sense. And it is an invariable maxim, that words 
which add nothing to the sense or to the clearness must diminish the 
force of the expression. There are certain synonymas which it is 
become customary with some writers regularly to link together ; 
insomuch that a reader no sooner meets with one of them, than he 
anticipates the introduction of its usual attendanL It is. needless to 
quote authorities ; I shall only produce a few of those couples which 
are wont to be thus conjoined, and which every English reader will 
recollect with ease. Such are, plain and evident, clear and obvious, 
worship and adoration, pleasure and satisfaction, bounds and limits, 
suspicion and jealousy, courage and resolution, intents and purposes. 
The frequent recurrence of such phrases is not indeed more repug- 
nant to vivacity than it is to dignity of style. 

But, ia there no occasion on which synonymous words may be used 
properly ? I answer. There are two occasions : and I do not at pre- 
sent recollect any other. One is, when an obscurer term, which wa 



* Cato. 

i Letter to Mr. Sberidaa. 
Spectator, No. 467. 21 



t Letter to Lord Littleton. 
§ Ph.Fr. 38. 

f Preface to the Taleofa Tub. 
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cannot avoid employing, on account of tome connexion with what 
either precedes or follows, needs to be explained by one that is 
clearer. The other is, when the language of the passions is exhi- 
bited. Passion naturally dwells on its object : the impassioned 
speaker always attempts to rise in expression ; but when that is im- 
practicable, he recurs to repetition and synonymy, and thereby in 
some measure produces the same efiect. The bearer perceiving 
him, as it were, overpowered by his subject, and at a loss to find 
words adequate to the strength of his feelings, is by sympathy car- 
ried along with him, and enters into all his sentiments. There is in 
this case an expression in the very effort shown by recurring to syno- 
nymas, which supplies the deficiency in the words themselves. Bo- 
lingbroke exclaims in an invective against the times, But all is lit- 
tle, and low, and mean among us."* It must be owned, that there 
is here a kind of amplification, or at least a stronger expression of 
indignation, than any one of these three epithets could have effected 
atone ; yet there is no climax in the sentence, and in this metapho- 
rical use of the words, no sensible difference of signification, t But 
every body must perceive that this manner suits only the popular and 
declamatory style, and that in those compositions which admit no spe- 
cies of the pathetic, it can have no place. 

I observe, further, that an adjective and its substantive will some- 
times include a tautology. This happens when the former expresses 
nothing but what is implied in the signification of the latter: Let 
them," says the Craftsman, throw as much foul dirt at me as they 
please.";!; Of the same stamp are, the verdant green, the umbrage^ 
0U8 shade, the sylvan forest, expressions not frequently to foe met with, 
except perhaps in the writings of some of our minor poets. First ag' 
gressors, standard-pattem, subject-matter, and some few, are much 
commoner, but deserve to be exploded for the same reason. 

Lastly, in some single words there is so much of the appearance 
of tautology, that they ought, in prose at least, to be avoided. Such 
are, Most highest, xcorser, lesser, chiefest, extremest ; for Most high^ 
worse, less, chief, extreme. The first occurs of\en in the translation 
of the Psalms inserted in the liturgy, and has thence acquired some- 
thing venerable in its appearance ;§ the second, though used in 
Shakspeare's time, is at present obsolete. I know not why the 
other three have not before now shared the same fate. 

* Spirit of Patrioti?in. 

t In these words of Cicero conccrninjg Catiline, Abtit, excessit, evasit, em* 
pit," there is a stronger expression of triumph than in any of them singly. 
+ No. 232. 

§ It is to this, I think, solely, that the approbation of those whose «ars are 
accustomed to that expression in public worship is to be ascribed^ and not as 
Dr. Lowth supposes, [Introd. Adject.] to a singular propriety from the subject 
to which it is applied, the Supreme Beins, who is higher than the highest. 
For if this reason were good, we should also find a singular propriety In the 
phrases most wisest, and most beat^ when applied to God, because he is as cer- 
tainly wiser than the wisest, and better than the best. By the same rule, tke 
Suprenusl Biimg would be a title much more emphatical than the Supreme Being. 
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Part II. — Pleonasm* 

Another trespass against this species of vivacity is the p/eonam, 
which implies barely superfluity, or more than enough. Here, though 
the words do not, as in the tautology, repeat the sense, they add no- 
thing to it. For instance, They returned back again to the Mime 
city from whence they came ftn'th instead of " They returned to 
the city whence they came." The five words back, again, same, 
from, and forth, are mere expletives. They serve neither for orna- 
ment nor for use, and are therefore to be regarded as encumbrances. 
" I went home," says the Guardian, full of a great many serious 
reflections much better, full of serious reflections." If he 
happens," says the Spectator, to have any leisure upon his ftonds."! 
To what purpose upon his hands /" The everlasting club," says the 
same author, treats all other clubs with an eye of contempt ;";]; for 

treats all other clubs with contempt." To treat with the eye is also 
chargeable with impropriety and vulgarism. Flavia, who is the 
mamma," says the Tatler, has all the charms and desires of youth 
still about W."§ The two last words are at least superfluous. 

In such a phrase as this, I wrote a letter to you yesterday," the 
French critics would find a pleonasm ; because it means no more 
than what is clearly expressed in these words, I wrote to you yes- 
terday." Yet in the last form there is an ellipsis of the regimen of 
the active verb ; and one would imagine, that the supplying of an 
ellipsis could never constitute a pleonasm. It is at least certain, that 
where the supply is so unnecessary, as it is here, it is better to follow 
the usual mode of speaking. But when any additional circumstance 
requires the insertion of the nouut the nicest judge will not condemn 
the expression as pleonastic ; as, " I wrote you a long letter yester- 
day." This is the third letter I have written you on the same sub- 
ject."|| 

It may not be improper here to remark, that every word that is ac- 
counted an expletive, doth not always constitute a pleonasm. For 
example, the ao and the did, as the signs of the tenses, are frequent- 
ly necessary, and sometimes emphatical. The idiom of the lan- 
guage renders them for the most part necessary in negation and in- 
terrogation ; and even in affirmation they are found in certain circum- 
stances to give an emphasis to the expression. For instance, Did 
I object to this measure formerly? I do object to it still." Or, 

What I did publicly afiirm then, I do affirm now, and I will affirm 
always." The contrast of the different tense in these examples is 

* No. 34. t No. 43. t No. 73. § No. 206. 

11 It deserves our notice, that on this article, the idiom of the tongue hath great 
influence, insomuch that an expression in one language may contain a pleonasm, 
which, if literally rendered into another,* would express no more than is quito 
necessary. Thus the phrase in French, ** II lui donna des coups de ta main,** 
is pleonostic ; but there is no pleonasm in these words in English, **He gav9 
him blows with hi$ hand." On the contrary, II lui donna des coups de ma. n/* 
is proper in French. ** He gave him blows with hand,** is defective in Engfisb. 
The sense, however, may be ezpresBed in oar language with equal propriety and 
greater bievity ia this ntaiuiery ^ Be gtve him handy blows.** 
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more precisely marked by such moiiO0yHable«,asare intended singly 
to point out that circumstance, than they can be by the bare inflec- 
tions of the verb. The oarticle <Aere, when it is not an adverb of 
place, may be coosiderea as a kind of exp1etive« since we cannot as- 
sign it to a separate sense. Nevertheless it is no pleonasm ; for 
though it is not easy to define in words the import of such terms, yet 
if the omission of them make the expression appear either stiff or de- 
fective, they are not to be regarded as useless. 

Lastly, I shall observe on this subject, that as there are some 
single words, which have I know not what air of tautology, there are 
some also which have a pleonastic appearance. Such are the fol- 
lowing, untOf imft7, selfsanu^ four$quar9^ devau/, dup<nU dUamwU 
mtckwhaU ojieniifMa^ twwadays^ downfaU^ furihttmore^ ttkerewiihal ; 
for to, ft'//, same, iquare^ void^ <pot/, munul^ rnncA, oftm^ now, faU^fur- 
iker^ whernnih. The use of such terms many writers have been led 
into, partly from the dislike of monosyllables, partly from the love of 
variety. The last end it hardly answers, as the simple word is still 
included ; and as to the first, I am persuaded that this dislike bath 
carried some modem writers to the other extreme, and, I imagine, 
the worse extreme of the two. It hath proceeded on an opinion, 
which I shall afterwards evince to be erroneous, that a frequent re- 
currence of monosyllables is inconsistent with harmony. However, 
with regard to the words specified, it would not be right to preclude 
entirely the use of them in poetry, where the shackles of metre render 
variety more necessary, but they ought to be used very sparingly, if 
at all, in prose. 

It is worth while to remark, that the addition of a short syllable to* 
the termination of a word, when that syllable hath no separate signi- 
fication, doth not exhibit the appearance of a pleonasm, which any 
syllable prefixed, or a long one added, never foils to exhibit. Thus, 
mountain, fountain^ meadow, valley, island, eUmaie, are as good as 
mount, fount, mead, vale, isle, clime, and in many cases preferable^ 
Indeed the words fount, mead, vale, and clime, are now almost con- 
fined to poetry. Several adjectives, may in like manner be length- 
ened by the addition of an unaccented svllable, as eccletiaetical, os- 
tronomical, philosophical, grammatical, from ecclesiasUc^ astronomic^ 
phihsophic, grammatic ; in all which, if the choice be not a matter 
of absolute indifierence, it may at least be determined by the slightest, 
consideration of variety or of sound. Sometimes custom insensibly 
assigns different meanings to such difierent formations, as in the 
words comic and comical, tragic and traguol, poHiic and polUicaL 
Though the words here coupled were at first equally synonymous 
with those before mentioned, they are not entirely so at present. 
Tragic denotes belonging to tragedy ; tragical, resembling tragedy. 
The like holds of comic and comical. We say, the tragic muse, 
the comic muse and " a tragic poet," for a writer of tragedy ; ** a 
comic poet," for a writer of coinedy ; but I heard a tragical story," 
for a mournful story; and I met with a comical adventure," for a 
droll adventure. We say, a politic man," for an artful fellow ; 
but a political writer, for a writer on politics. There is not, how- 
ever, a perfect uniformity in such applicatioDa* for we eonstantly use 
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the phrase the body polUic^^^ and not poUiicalf for the civil society. 
On the whole, however, it would seem that what is affixed, especially 
when unaccented, is conceived as more closely united to the word, 
than what is prefixed is conceived to be. In this last case the su- 
pernumerary syllable, if it make no change on the signification, al- 
ways conveys the notion of an expletive, which is not suggested in 
the first. 

But before I quit this subject, it will not be beside the purpose to 
observe, that there are cases in which a certain species of pleonasm 
may not only be pardonable, but even have a degree of merit. It is 
at least entitled to indulgence, when it serves to express a pertinent 
earnestness of affirmation on an interesting subject, as in phrases 
like these, We have seen with our eyes," We have heard with 
our ears," which perhaps are to be found in every language. * Again, 
in poetical description, where the fancy is addressed, epithets which 
would otherwise be accounted superfluous, if used moderately are 
not without effect. The azure heaven^ the siher moon, the blushing 
mom, the seagirt isle. Homer abounds in such. They often oc- 
cur also in sacred writ. The warm manner of the ancient Orientals, 
even in their prose compositions, holds much chore of poesy, than the 
cold prosaic diction of us moderns and Europeans. A stroke of the 
pencil, if I may so express myself, is almost always added to the ar- 
bitrary sign, in order the more strongly to attach the imagination. 
Hence it is not with them, the beasts^ the birds^ thefish^ the heaven^ 
and the earth ; but the beasts of the fields the birds of the atr, the fish 
of the sea^ the heaven above^ and the earth beneath. But though in 
certain cases there is some indulgence given to terms which may 
properly be styled pleonastic, I scarcely think that an epithet which 
is merely tautological, is in any case tolerable. 



Part III. — Verbosity. 

The third and last fault I shall mention against a vivid concise- 
ness is verbosity. This it may be thought coincides with the pleo- 
nasm already discussed. One difference, however, is this ; in the 
pleonasm there are words which add nothing to the sense ; in the 
verbose manner, not only single words, but whole clauses may have 
a meaning, and yet it were better to omit them, because what they 
mean is unimportant. Instead, therefore, of enlivening the expres- 
sion, they make it languish. Another difference is, that in a proper 
pleonasm a complete correction is always made by razing. This 
will not always answer in the verbose style ; it is often necessary to 
alter as well as blot. 

It will not be improper here further to observe, that by verbosity I 
do not mean the same thing which the French express by the word 
verbiage^ as some persons, misled by etymology, may be inclined to 
think. By this term is commonly understood a parade of fine words, 
plausibly strung together, so as either to conceal a total want of 

* Vocemque his aaribus hau9i. Vidi ante oculos ipfe meoi. 
42 
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meaningi or to disguise something weak and inconclusive in the 
reasoning. The formerf with which alone we are here concerned* 
is merely an offence against vivacity ; the latter is more properly a 
transgression of the laws of perspicuity. 

One instance of a faulty exuberance of words is the intemperate 
use of circumlocution. There are circumstances wherein this figure 
is allowable, there are circumstances wherein it is a beauty, there are 
circumstances wherein it is a blemish. We indulge it often for the 
sake of variety, as when, instead of tke tromen, an author says ike 
fair fex, or when, instead of the Mm, a poet puts the lamp of day, we 
choose it sometimes for the sake of decency, to serve as a sort of 
veil to what ought not to be too nakedly exposed, or for the sake of 
avoiding an expression that might probably offend.* Sometimes in- 
deed propriety requires the use of circumlocution, as when Milton 
says of Satan, who had been thrown down headlong into hell, 

Atne timet the tpaee that nuMures datf and night 
To mortal he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquieh'd rolling in the fiery gulf.t 

To have said nine days and nighia would not have been proper, when 
talking of a period before the creation of the sun, and consequently 
before time was portioned out to any being in that manner. Some- 
times this figure serves, as it were accidentally, to introduce a cir- 
cumstance which favours the design of the speaker, and which to 
mention of plain purpose, without apparent necessity, would appear 
both impertinent and invidious. An example I shall give from 
Swifl, " One of these authors {the fellow thai was piUoriedy I have 
forgot his name,) is so grave, sententious, dogmatical a rogue, that 
there is no enduring him."t What an exquisite antonomasia have 
we in this parenthesis ! Yet he hath rendered it apparently neces- 
sary by his saying, " I have forgot his name." Sometimes even the 
vivacity of the expression may be augmented by a periphrasis, as 
when it is made to supply the place of a separate sentence. Of this 
the words of Abraham afford an instance : Shall not the judge of 
all thi earth do ri^ht The judge of all the earth is a periphrasis 
for 6oD, and as it represents him in a character to which the acting 
unjustly is peculiarly unsuitable, it serves as an argument in support 
of the sentiment, and is therefore conducive even to conciseness. In 
this view we may consider that noted circumlocution employed "by 
Cicero, who, instead of saying simply. Mile's domestics killed Clo- 
dius, says, They did that which every master would have wished 
his servants to do in such an exigence."|| It is far from be- 
ing enough to say of this passage, that it is an euphemism, by 

• See Book III. Chap. I. Sect 2. Part 3. 

t Paradise Lost, B. I. 

t Letters concerning the Sacramental Test 

SQen. xviii. 25. 
" Fecerunt id servi Milonia, — <|uod fuoa quisque aervos in tali re faeere vo- 
laiaset.'* Cicbro |m> MUcae. 
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which thefodious word killed is avoided. It contains also a power- 
ful vindication of the action, by an appeal to the conscience of every 
hearer, whether he would not have approved it in his own case. But 
when none of these ends can be answered by a periphrastical ex- 
pression, it will inevitably be regarded as injuring the style by flat- 
tening it. Of this take the following example from the Spectator : 

I won't say, we see often, in ti^e next tender things to children^ 
tears shed without much grieving."* The phrase here employed 
appears, besides, affected and far-fetched. 

Another source of languor in the style is when such clauses are 
inserted, as to a superficial View appear to suggest something which 
heightens, but on reflection are found to pre-suppose something 
which abates the vigour of the sentiment. Of this I shall give a 
specimen from Swifl : Neither is any condition of life more hon- 
ourable in the sight of Grod than another, otherwise he would be a 
respecter of persons, tohich he assures us he is^not."i[ It is evident 
that this last clause doth not a little enervate the thought, as it im- 
plies but too plainly, that without this assurance from God himself, 
we should naturally conclude him to be of a character very different 
from that here given him by the preacher. 

Akin to this is the juvenile method of loading every proposition 
with asseverations. As such a practice in conversation more com- 
monly infuseth a suspicion of the speaker's veracity, than it engages 
the belief of the hearer, it hath an effect somewhat similar in writing. 
In our translation of the Bible, God is represented as saying to Adam, 
concerning the fruit of the tree of knowledge, In the day Uiou eatest 
thereof, thou shalt surely die."| The adverb surely^ instead of en- 
forcing, enfeebles the denunciation. My reason is the same as in 
the former case. A ground of mistrust is insinuated, to which no af- 
firmation is a counterpoise. Are such adverbs then never to be used ? 
Not when either the character of the speaker, or the evidence of the 
thing, is such as precludes the smallest doubt. In other cases they 
are pertinent enough. But as taste itself is influenced by custom, and 
as, for that reason, we may not be quick in discerning a fault to which 
our ears have from our infancy been habituated, let us consider how 
it would affect us in an act of parliament, to read that the offender 
shall for the first offence certainly be liable to such a penalty, and for 
the second he shall surely incur such another. This style would ap- 
pear intolerable even to one of ordinary discernment. ^ Why ? The 
answer is obvious. It ill suits the dignity of the British senate, to use 
a manner which supposes that its authority or power can be called in 
question. That which hath misled our translators in the passage 
quoted, as in many others, hath been an attempt to express the im- 
port of a hebraism, which cannot be rendered literally into any Euro- 
pean tongue. But it is evident, that they have not sufficiently attend- 
ed to the powers of the language which they wrote. The English 
hath two futures, no inconsiderable advantage on some occasions, 
both for perspicuity and for emphasis. The one denotes simply the 
futurition of the event, the other also makes the veracity and power of 
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tlie speaker Yoochera of its fotnritioiu Tke fanner is ab«redeclara- 
tiou ; the latter is alwajs in the second peiMn and the diird, unless 
when osed iinperati?ely« either a promise or a threatening. No lan- 
guage that I know exactly hits this distinction but oar own. In other 
kn^iages joo most infer* not always infidbbly* from the tenoor of the 
storjt whether the futore is of the one import or <tf the other ; in Eng- 
lish you find this expressed in the words.* 

Further, it was observed that affirmative adveifas are no less im- 
proper when doubt is entirely precluded by the evidence <^the fact* 
than when it is prevented by the authori^ of the speaker. I have 
given an example of the latter, and shall now produce one of the for- 
mer. An Israelite informing David concerning Goliath, is represent- 
ed in our version as saying, ** Smrely^ to defy Israel is he come up."t 
Had the giant shown himself between the camps, and used menacing 
gestures, or spoken words which nobody understood, this expression 
would have been natural and proper. But no man could have talked 
in this manner who had himself been a witness that every day, for 
forty days successively, this champion bad given an open defiance to 
Israel in the most explicit terms, and in the audience of all the army. 
Such adverbs always weaken an assertion that is founded on the evi- 
dence of sense, or even of unexceptionable testimony, and are suited 
only to cases of conjecture or probability at most It requires a cer- 
tain justness of taste to know when we have said enough, through 
want of which, when we attempt to say more, we say less. 

Another example, of a nature pretty simihtr, and arising from a simi- 
lar cause, is the manner wherein our interpreters have attempted, in 
the New Testament, to strengthen the negation, wherever the double 
negative! occurs in the Greek, even in the most authoritative threat- 
enings, by rendering it sometimes tn no eo«e, sometimes tn no wise. 
It is evident that, in such instances, neither of these phrases express- 
eth more than the single adverb no<, and as they partake of the nature 
of circumlocution, aod betray an unsuccessful aim at saying more, 
they in effect debilitate the expression. The words Ye shall not 
enter the kingdom of heaven," as they have more simplicity! have 
also, from the mouth of a legislator, more dignity and weight than 

* This remark needs perhaps a farther illustration, and in order to this it will 
be necessary to recur to some other language. The passage quoted is thus 
translated into Latin by Castalio : St ea vesceris, moriere. He jadged right not 
to add cerli or profeeto even in Latin. Neither of these adverbs could have ren- 
dered the expression more definite ; and both arc !iable to the same exception 
with the English adverb aurdy. Yet take the version as it stands, and there is 
an evident ambiguity in the word moriere. It may be either the declaration of 
one who knew that there was a poisonous quality in the fruit, and meant only to 
warn Adam of his danger, by representing the natural consequence of eating it ; 
or it may be the denunciation or a legislator against the traDsgression of hit law. 
Every one who understands English will perceive immediately, that, on the first 
supposition, he must render the words into our langnage, ''If thou eat there- 
of, thou wUl die and on the second supposition, ne roust render tbero^ *'If 
thou eat thereof, thou ahaU die." If there be any thing emphatical in the origi* 
nal idiom, it serves here, in my opinion, to mark the distinction between a simple 
declaration and the sanction of a law ; which are perfectly distinguished in our 
tongue by the two futures. 

t 1 Sam. xvii. 95. t ^9. 
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shall tn no eofe^^ w " in no wise enter into it," as though there 
were vitrious ways and means of getting thither. The two nega- 
tives of the Greek are precisely on the same footing with the two 
negatives of the French,* our single particle not is a full equivalent 
to both. For should a translator from the French attempt to render 
every double negative by such a periphrasis in English, his version 
would be justly accounted ridiculous. It may be thought a conse- 
quence of this doctrine, that the solemn protestation, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you," so often adopted by our Lord, would rather weaken 
than enforce the sentiment. But the case is different. As these 
words enter not into the body of the proposition, but are employed 
solely to introduce it, they are to be considered purely as a call to at- 
tention, serving not so much to affirm the reality, as the importance 
of what is to be said. Or if they are to be understood as affirming 
the reality, it is from this single consideration, because said by him. 

I add, as another cause of a languid verbosity, the loading of the 
style with epithets, when almost every verb hath its attendant adverb, 
which may be called its epithet, and every substantive its attendant 
adjective, and when both adjectives and adverbs are often raised to the 
superlative degree. .Epithets used sparingly and with judgement, have 
a great efiect in enlivening the expression, but nothing has more of an 
opposite tendency than a profusion of them. That such profusion 
has this tendency may be deduced, partly from a principle already 
mentioned, partly from a principle which I am going to observe. That 
already mentioned is, that they lengthen the sentence without adding 
proportionable strength. The other principle is, that the crowding of 
epithets into a discourse betrays a violent effort to say something ex- 
traordinary ; and nothing is a clearer evidence of weakness than such 
an effort when the effect is not correspondent. I would not how- 
ever, be understood to signify^ that adjectives and adverbs are always 
to be regarded as mere epithets. Whatever is necessary for ascer- 
taining the import of either noun or verb, whether by adding to the 
sense, or by confining it, is something more than an epithet, in the 
common acceptation of that term. Thus, when I say the glorioua 
sun," the word glorious is an epithet, because it expresses a quality, 
which being conceived always to belong to the object, is, like all its 
other qualities, comprehended in the name. But when I say the 
meridian sun," the word meridian is not barely an epithet, because it 
makes a real addition to the signification, denoting the sun in that si- 
tuation wherein he appears at noon. The like may be said of the 
rt«n^," or '* the Betting sun." Again, whCT I say " the towering 
eagle," I use an epithet, because the quality towering may justly be 
attributed to all the kind ; not so when I say ^ the golden eagle," be- 
cause the adjective golden serves to limit the sense of the word eagU 
to one species only, and is, therefore, in effect a part of the name.— 
Let it not be imagined hence, that mere epithets are always useless. 

* AV pm ornon point* Sometimes the French uee even three negatives where 
we can properly empl^ but one in Enslish, as in this sentence : Je ne nie put 

Sue je we l*aye dit." "I do nol deny that I said it'* I believe no man who un* 
erstands both languages will pretc«d that the negation here is eipieteed more 
strongly by them than by us. 
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Though all the essential qualities of a genus are included in the name, 
the scope of a discourse often renders it important, if not necessary, 
that some particular qualities should be specially attended to by the 
hearer. And these, by consequence, require to be specified by the 
speaker. On the contrary, a redundancy of these never fails to give 
a tiresome sameness to the composition, where substantives and ad- 
jectives, verbs and adverbs, almost invariably strung together, offend 
not more against vivacity than against harmony and elegance.* This 
vicious quality of style is sometimes denominated juveniUty^ as deno- 
ting immaturity of judgement, or an inexperience like that which would 
make a roan mistake corpulency for the criterion of health and vigour. 
Besides, in young writers, a certain luxuriance in words is both more 
frequent and more pardonable. 

* There is one kind of composition, the paraphrase, of whose style 
verbosity is the proper character. The professed design of the para- 
phrast is to say in many words what his text expresseth in few : ac- 
cordingly all the writers of this class must tie at pains to provide them- 
selves in sufficient stock of synonymas, epithets, expletives, circum- 
locution, and tautologies, which are, in fact, the necessary implements 
of their oraft. I took notice, when treating of the influence which the 
choice of proper terms might have on vivacity, of one method of de- 
pressing their subject very common with these men, by generalizing 
as much as possible the terms used in the text. The particulars just 
now recited are not only common with them, but essential to their 
work. I shall produce an example from an author, who is far from 
deserving to be accounted either the most verbose, or the least judi- 
cious of the tribe. But, first, let us hear his text, the words of Jesus 
Christ : Therefore^ whosoever heareth these sayings of mtne, and doth 
them^ 1 will liken him to a wise man, who built his house upon a rock ; 
and the rain descended^ and the floods came, and the winds 6/ew, and 
heat upon that house^ and it fell not ; for it was founded upon a roek,"'^ 
Now let us hear the paraphrast. Wherefore he that shall not only 
hear and receive these my instructions, but also remember^ and const' 
der^ and practise^ and live according to them ; such a man may be 
compared to one that builds his house upon a rock ; for as a h<^se 
founded upon a rock stands unshaken and jfirm, against all the assaults 
of rains and floods and storms ; so the man who, in his life and con- 
versation, actually practises and obeys my instructions, will firmly re- 

* I cannot help thinking, that the following passage, which RoUin has quoted 
from Mascaron, as an example of style elevated and adorned by means of cir- 
cumlocution and epithet, is justly exceptionable in this way. Le roi, pour 
donner une marque immortelle de Pestime et de I'amitii dont il honoroit ce grand 
capitaine (Jtf. de Turenne^) donne une place illustre k ses glorieu^es cendrc s, 

f»armi ces maitres de la terra, qui conservcnt encore dans la magnificence de 
eurs toiubeaux une image de celle de leurs tr6ne3.*' The ibing, thai he may give 
an immortal mark of the esteem and friendship wherewith he honoured this great 
captain^ gives an illuslrioiu place to his glorious ashes, among those masters of the 
earthy who still preserve, in the magnificence their tombs, an image of that qf 
their thrones, Bel. Let Liv. III. Chap. iii. Art. ii. $6. In the quick succession 
of such yokemates as these, imirwrtal mark, great captair^f^ustrious place, glori* 
ous ashes, ma^ificent tombs, there appears a strong attempt towards the grand 
manner, whici after all, terminates m the tunid. 
fMatU vii. 24 aad 2&i 
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sist all the temptations of the devil, the allurements of pleasure, and 
the terrors of pensecutionf and shall be able to stand in the daj of 
judgement, and be rewarded of God."* It ^ould be difficult to point 
out a single advantage which this wordy, not to say flatulent, inter- 
pretation hath of the text. Is it more perspicuous 1 It is much less 
so ; although it is the chief, if not the sole end of this manner of wri- 
ting, to remove every thing that can darken the passage paraphrased, 
and to render the sense as clear as possible. But lest this censure 
should be thought rash, let it be observed that two things are clearly 
distinguished in the text, which are in themselves certainly distinct, to 
hear the commands of our master, and to obey them. There was the 
greater need that this distinction should be properly preserved, because 
it was the plain intention of the speaker to contrast those who heard 
and obeyed with those who heard but obeyed not ; as we learn from 
the similitude contained in the two following verses.^ Tet, this pri- 
mary distinction is confounded in the paraphrase, by a multitude of 
words partly synonymous, partly different in signification. Thus, for 
whosoever heareth these sayings of mtne, and doth them^ we have, 
him that hears, and receives, and remembers, and considers, and 
actually practises, and obeys these my instructions, and lives accord- 
ing to them." I might allege, as another instance of the want of per- 
spicuity, that the duty and the reward are strangely blended through- 
out the whole. A deficiency of words is, no doubt, oftener than the 
contrary, a cause of obscurity ; but this evil, as I had occasion for- 
merly to remark, may also be the effect of an exuberance. By a 
multiplicity of words the sentiment is not set off and accommodated, 
but, like David equipt in Saul's armour, it is encumbered and op- 
pressed. 

Yet this is not the only, or perhaps the worst consequence result- 
ing from this manner of treating sacred writ. We are told of the tor- 
pedo, that it has the wonderful quality of numbing every thing it touch- 
es, paraphrase is a torpedo. By its influence, the most vivid sen-« 
timents become lifeless, the most sublime are flattened, the most fer- 
vid chilled, the most vigorous enervated. In the very best composi- 
tions of this kind that can be expected, the Gospel may be compared 
to a rich wine of a high flavour, diluted in such a quantity of water as 
renders it extremely vapid. This would be the case, if the paraphrase 
(which is indeed hardly possible,) took no tincture from the opinions 
of the paraphrast, but exhibited faithfully, though insipidly, the sense 
of the Evangelist. Whereas, in all those paraphrases we have had 
occasion to be acquainted with, the Gospel may more justly be com- 
pared to such a wine, so much adulterated with a liquor of a very dif- 
ferent taste and quality, that little of its original relish and properties 
can be discovered. Accordingly, in one paraphrase Jesus Christ 
appears a bigoted Papist ; in another, a flaming Protestant : In one, 
he argues with all the sophistry of the Jesuit ; in another, he de- 
claims with all the fanaticism of the Jansenist : in one, you trace the 
metaphysical ratiocinations of Arminius ; in another, you recognise 
the bold conclusions of Gomarus ; and in each, you hear the language 
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of a man who has Ihorooghlj imbibed the eyatem of one or other of 
our Chriatiao rabbia. So rarious and ao opposite are the characters 
which* in those performances, our Lord is made to exhibit, and the 
dialects which he is made to speak. How different ia his own cha* 
racter and dialect from Ihem all ! If we are susceptible of the im- 
partialitj requisite to eoustitute us proper judges in these matters, we 
ahall find in him nothing that can be thought to favour the subtle dis- 
quisitions of a sect. His language is not« like that of all dogmatists, 
the language of a bastard philosophy, which, under the pretence of 
methodizing religion, hath corrupted it, and, in less or more, tinged 
all the parties into which Christendom is divided. His language is 
not so much the language of the head as of the heart. His dbjeci is 
not science, but wisdom ; accovdin^y, hia diseouraea abound more 
in sentiments than in opuiiona.* 

But I have digressed from mj sulject, and diall therefose return 
to it by observing, that another species of verbosity, and the only one 
which remains to be taken notice oC ia, a prolixity in narration arising 
from the mention of unnecessary circumstances* Circumstances may 
be denominated unneceasary, either because not of such importance 
as that the scope of the relation is afl^ted by their being known, or 
because implied in the other circumstances related* An error of the 
former kind belongs properly to the thought, of the latter to the lan- 
guage. For the tot, when it is habitual, a man is commonly styled 
loquacious ; for the second, verbeee. Such a sentence as the follow- 
ing would be an instance of the second ; for with the first I am not 
here concerned. " On receiving this information, he arose, went out, 
saddled his horse, mounted him, and rode to town." All is implied 
in saying, On receiving this information, he rode to town." Thia 
manner, however, in a certain degree, is so strongly characteristic of 
the uncultivated, but unaffected, style of remote ages, that in hooka 

' * I would not be underatootl to signify by this censure, that paraphrase can 
never be a useful mode of explication, tnoogh I own, that, in my opinion, the 
cases wherein it may be reckoned not improper, nor alto^^ether unosefii^ are 
not numerous. As the only valuable aim of this species of commentary is to 
give greater perspicuity to an original work, obscurity is the only reasonable 
plea for employing it. When the style is very concise or figurative, or when 
there is an allusion to customs or incidents now or here not generally known, 
to add as much as it necessary for supplying an ellipsis, eaplaining an unusual 
figure, or suggesting an unknown fact, or mode alluded to, may serf e to ren- 
der a performance more intelligible, without taking much from its energy. But 
if the use and occasions of paraphrase are only such as have been now repre- 
sented, it is evident that there are but a few books of scripture, and bat certain 
portions of those few that reauire to be treated in this manner. The notions 
which the generality of paraphrasts (I say not all) entertain on this subject are 
certainly very difierent If we may judge from the|r productions, we should 
natural fy conclude that they have considered such a size of tubjeei nuUter (if I 
may be indulged this once in the expression,) as aflbrding a proper foundation 
for a composition of such a magnitude ; and have, therefore, lavi it down as a 
maxim, from which, in their practice, thev do not often depart, that the most 
commodious way of giving to their work the extent proposed, is that equal por- 
tions of the text (perspicuous or obscure, it matters not,) ^ould be spun out to 
equal length. Thus regarding only quantity, they view their text, and parcel it, 
treating it in much the same manner as goldbeaters and wiredrawers treat the 
metals on which their art is employed. 
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of the highest antiquity, particularly the second code, it is not at all 
ungraceful. Of this kind are the following scriptural phrases : He 
lifted up his voice and wepU She conceived and bore a son. He open- 
ed kis mouth and said. For my own part, I should not approve the 
delicacy of a translator, who, to modernize the style of the Bible, 
should repudiate every such redundant circumstance. It is true, that 
in strictness they are not necessary to the narration, but they are of 
some importance to the composition, as bearing the venerable signa- 
ture of ancient simplicity. And in a faithful translation, there ought 
to be not only a just transmission of the writers sense, but, as far as 
is consistent with perspicuity and the idiom of the tongue into which 
the version is made, the character of the style ought to be preserved. 

So much for the vivacity produced by conciseness, and those ble- 
mishes in style which stand in opppsitioa to it, tautology, pleonasm, 
and verbosity. > 
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CHAPTER III. 

or VITACITf, AS DEFEHDIIIG OR THB ARRAHGEMKHT OP THE 

WORDS. 

SECTION I. 

OF THB HATURE OP ARRANOBMBIIT, AND THB PRINCIPAL DIVISION 
OP SENTENCES. 

Having already shown how far vivacity depends either on the 
words themselves, or on their number, I come now, lastly, to con- 
sider how it is affected by their arrangement. 

This, it must be owned, hath a very considerable influence in all 
languages, and yet there is not any thing which it is more difficult to 
regulate by general laws. The placing of the words in a sentence 
resembles, in some degree, the disposition of the figures in a history- 
piece. As the principal figure ou^t to have that situation in the pic- 
ture which will, at the first glance, fix the eye of the spectator, so the 
emphaiical word ought to have that place in the sentence which will 
give it the greatest advantage for fixing the attention of the hearer. 
But in painting there can rarely arise a doubt concerning either the 
principal figure, or the principal place ; whereas here it is otherwise. 
In many sentences it may be a question, both what is the word on 
which the emphasis ought to rest, and what is the situation which (to 
use the language of painters) will give it the highest relief. In most 
cases, both of simple narration and of reasoning, it is not of great con- 
sequence to determine either point; in many cases it is impossible. 
Besides, iu English, and other modem languages, the speaker doth 
not enjoy that boundless latitude, which an orator of Athens or of 
Rome enjoyed, when haranguing in the language of his country. 
With us, who admit very few inflections, the construction, and con- 
sequently the sense, depends almost entirely on the order. With the 
Greeks and the Romans, who abound in inflections, the sense often 
remains unalterable, in whatever order you arrange the words. 

But, notwithstanding the disadvantage which, in this respect, we 
Britons labour under, our language even here allows as much liberty 
as will, if we know how to use it, be of great service for invigorating 
the expression. It is true, indeed, that when neither the imagination 
nor the passions of the hearer are addressed, it is hazardous in the 
speaker to depart from the practice which generally obtains in the 
arrangement of the words ; and that even though Ihe sense should 
not be in the least affected by the transposition. The temperament 
of our language is phlegmatic, like that of our climate. When, there- 
fore, neither the liveliness of representation, nor the warmth of pas- 
sion, serve, as it were, to cover the trespass, it is not safe to leave 
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the beaten track. Whatever is supposed to be written or spoken in 
a cool and temperate inood« must rigidij adhere to the established 
order, which with us, as 1 observed, allows but little freedom. What 
is said will otherwise inevitably be expose^ to the censure of quaint- 
ness and affectation, than which, perhaps, no censure can do greater 
prejudice to an orator. But as it is indubitable, that in many cases 
both composition and arrangement may, without incurring this re* 
proach, be rendered greatly subservient to vivacity, 1 shall make a 
few observations on these, which I purpose to illustrate with proper 
examples. 

Composition and arrangement in sentences, though nearly con- 
nected, and, therefore, properly in this place considered together, are 
not entirely the same. Composition includes arrangement and some- 
thing more. When two sentences difier only in arrangement, the 
sense, the words, and the construction^ are the>same ; when they dif-: 
fer also in other articles of composition, there i^ust be some diflference 
in the words themselves; or, at least, in the manner of construing them. 
But I shall have occasion to illustrate this distinction in the examples 
to be afterwards produced. 

Sentences are either simple or complex ; simple, consisting of one 
member only ; as this, In the beginning, God created the heaven 
and the earth complex, consisting of two or more members link- 
ed together by conjunction ; as this, Doubtless thou art our father, | 
though Abraham be ignorant of us, | and Israel acknowledge us not."| 
In the composition of the former, we have only to consider the distri- 
bution of the words ; in that of the latter, regard must also be had to 
the arrangement of the members. The members too are sometimes 
complex, and admit a subdivision into clauses, as in the following ex- 
ample, The ox knoweth his owner | and the ass his master's crib ; 
but Israel doth not know, | my people doth not consider. "| This de- 
compound sentence hath two members, each of which is subdivided 
into two clauses. When a member of a complex sentence is simple, 
having but one verb, it is also called a clause. Of such a sentence 
as this, *«I have called, | but ye refused we should say indifferent- 
ly, that it consists of two meniibers, or of two clauses. || The members 
or the clauses are not always perfectly separate, the one succeeding 
the other ; one of them is sometimes very aptly enclosed by the other, 
as in the subsequent instance : When Christ (who is our life,) shall 
appear ; — then shall ye also enppear with him iu glory."1[ This sen- 
tence consists of two members, the former of which is divided into 
two clauses ; one of these clauses, " who is our life," being as it were 
embosomed in the other, when Christ shall appear." 

So much for the priinary distinction of sentences into simple and 
complex. 

♦ Gi n. i. 1. t laaiah, Ixiil 16. 

t Isaiah, i. 3. § Prov. i. 24. 

II The words member and claute in English are used as corresponding to the 
Greek xtaUv and KOfifia, and to the Latin mmbrum and incitum. 
T Col. iil 4. 
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SECTION 11. 

81MFLB SBITTBlfCBB. 

With regard to simple sentences, it ought to be observed first, that 
there are degrees in simplicity. ^ Ood made man,'' is a very simple 
sentence. On the sixth day God made man of the dust of the earth 
after his own image,'' is still a simple sentence in the sense of rheto- 
ricians and critics, as it hath but one verb, but less simple than the 
former, on account of the circumstances specified. Now it is evi- 
dent, that the simpler any sentence is, there is the less scope for va- 
riety in the arrangement, and the less indulgence to a violation of the 
established rule. Tet even in the simplest, whatever strongly im- 
presses the fancy, or awakens passion, is sufficient to a certain de- 
gree to authorize the violation. 

No law of the English tongue relating to the disposition of words 
in a sentence holds more generally than this, that the nominative has 
the first place, the verb the second, and the accusative, if it be an ac- 
tive verb that is employed, has the third \* if it be a substantive verb, 
the participle, or predicate of whatever denomination it be, occupies 
the third place. Tet this order, to the great advantage of the expres- 
sion, is often inverted. Thus in the general uproar at Ephesus, on 
occasion of Paul's preaching among them against idolatry, we are in- 
formed, that the people exclaimed for some time without rotermission, 
^ Great is Diana of the Ephesians."'}* Alter the arrangement, restore 
the grammatic order, and say, ^ Diana of the Ephesians is great 
and you destroy at once the signature of impetuosity and ardour re- 
sulting, if you please to call it so, from the disarrangement of the 
words. 

We are apt to consider the customaiy arrangement as the most 
consonant to nature, in consequence of which notion we brand every 
departure from it as a transgression from the natural order; This way 
of thinking ariseth from some very specious causes, but is far fix>m 
being just. Custom," it hath been said, becomes a second na- 
ture." Nay, we often find it strong enough to suppress the first 
Accordingly, what is in this respect accounted natural in one lan- 
guage, is unnatural in another. In Latin, for example, the negative 
particle is commonly put before the verb, in English it is put after 
it ; in French one negative is put before, and another after. If in 
any of these languages you follow the practice of any other, the or- 
der of the words will appear unnatural. We in Britain think it most 
suitable to nature to place the adjective before the substantive ; the 
French and most other Europeans think the contrary. We range 

* Let it be observed, that in speaking of English Syntax, I use the terms noini- 
native and accusative, merely to avoid tedious circumlocutions, sensible that in 
strict propriety our substantives have no such cases. By the nominative 1 mean 
always the efficient agent, or instrument operating, with which the verb agrees, 
in number and person ; by the accusative, the effect produced, the object aimed 
at, or the subject operated on. 

t Acts, zix. 28 and ZA. 
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the oblique casei of the ^vacmBA pronouns, as-we do the wmnk vhese 
place they occDpy after the verb; they range them invariably before* 
notwithstanding diat when the regimen is a substantive they make it 
come afler the verb as we do. Th^ and we have both the same 
reason, custom^ which is different in different countries. 

But it may be said, that mote than this can be urged in support of 
the ordinar^ arrangement of a simple sentence above explained. 
The nominative, to talk in the logicians' style, is the subject ; the 
adjective, ^r participle, is the predicate; and the substantive verb, 
the copula. Now, fs it not most natural, diat the subject be men- 
tioned before the thing predicated of it? and what place so proper Ibr 
the copula which nnites ^em^ as the middle ? This is plausible, and, 
were the midd a pure hitellect, without fancy^ taste, or passion, per* 
haps it would be just. But as the case is difierent with human na* 
ture, I suspect there will be found little uniformity in this particular 
in different tongues, unless where, in respect either of matter or of 
form, they have been m a great measure derived from some common 
source. 

The Hebrew is a very simple langoage, and hath not that varie^ 
either of moods or of conjunctions that is requisite for forming a 
complicated style. Here, therefore, if any where, one would expect 
to find an arrangement purely natural. Tet in this language, the 
most usual, and what would with them therefore be termed the gram- 
matical disposition of the words, is not the disposition above men^ 
tioned. In the historic style, or wheA past events are related, they 
commonly place the verb first, then the nominative, aflerwards the 
regimen, predicate, or attendant circumstances.^ The freedom 

* Thns the very first words of Genesis, a book even amon^ the books of 
Scripture remarkable for simplicity of style, are an evidence of this in the active 
verb: rin t^^'^i)» l^'ia fi^m"^^ ri^n mi t^'mm- The order is preserved 
exactly in the Viilgrat. ** In principio creavit Deus coelum et terram." That 
the same order is observed in disposing the substantive verb, appears from the fifth 
verse, t3l*i *VT'1 *^tl^^- The arrangement here is perfectly exhi- 
bited in the Latin version of Junius and Tremellius, which is generally very lite- 
ral. "Sic fuit vespera et fuit mane dici primi.*' Yet in English we should be 
apt to call the order in both passages, especially the last, rather unnatural. ** In 
the beginning created God the heavens and the earth." ** And was evening 
and was morning day first" The same thing might be illustrated in the pas- 
sive verbs, in the neuter, and in the recipjocal, if necessary. Nothing there- 
fore can be more evident, than that it is custom only i^hicb makes us Britons 
prefer one order of words and others another, as the natural order. I ana sur- 
prised that a critic of so much taste and discernment as Bpuhours (see his £n- 
tretiens d?Jhristt et d'Eugene. 2. la langue Francoisty) should represent this as one 
of the excellencies of the French tongue, that it follows the natural order of the 
words. It is manifest, from what bajs been said, tt^at its common arrangement 
has no more title to be denoanjinated natural, than that of any other language. 
Nay, we may raise an argumant for confuting this silly pretence, from the very 
laws that obtain in this language. Thus, if the natural order require that the re- 
gimen should follow the active verb, their way of arranging the oblique cases 
of the pronouns is unnatural, as tbej always place them before the verb ; if, on 
the contrary, the natural order require that the regimen should precede the go- 
verning verb, their way of arranging nouns governed by verbs is unnatural, 
since they always place them after the verb; so that, whichever be the natural 
way, thoy depart from it in the disposition of one or other of these parts of 
speech. The like may bs wgpd io .rtg^d to ths oomiaatif e, which, though for 
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which Oraek sod Latin allow on this article, renders it improper to 
denominate one order grammatical excluaively of others. I ima- 
gine, therefore, that perhaps the only priociple in which on this sub- 
ject we can safely rest, as being founded in nature, is, that whatever 
most strongly fixes the attention, or operates on the passion of the 
speaker, will first seek utterance by the lips. This is agreeable to a 
common proverb, which, perhaps, to speaJi in Shakspeare's phrase,* 
i$9omeUUng swsty, but significant enough, Nearest the heart, near- 
est the mouth." In these transpositions, therefore, I maintain, that 
the order will be found, on examination, to be more strictly natural, 
than, when the more general practice in the tongue is followed. 

As an irrefragable argument iu snpport of this doctrine, it may be 
pleaded, that, though t^ most usual, which is properly the artificial 
order, be different in different languages, the manner of arranging, 
or, (if you like the term better,) of transposing, above specified, 
which is always an effect of vivacity in the speaker, and a cause of 
producing a livelier conception in the hearer, is the same in all lan- 
guages. It is for this reason, amongst others, that I have chosen 
to take most of my examples on this topic, not from any original per- 
formance in £nglish, but from the common translation of the Bible, 
and shall here observe once for all, that, both in the quotations al- 
ready made, and those hereafter to be made, our translators have ex- 
actly followed the order of the original. And, indeed, all translators 
of any taste, unless when cramped by the genius of the tongue io 
which they wrote, have in such cases done the samcf It may be 

the most part it go before the motive verb, in certain cases follows it. This 
happens frequently when the verb is urecedcd by the oblique case of the rela- 
tive, as in this sentence : *' Le retaraement, que 8ot{ffre U /edeur, le rend plus 
attentif.*' And even in placine their adjectivoe, wherever use bath made excep- 
tions from the general rule, it oas carried the notion of what is natural along 
with it. They would call it as unnatural to say hanmujeimey as to say gardim 
•Hire All therefore that can be affirmed with truth is, that the French adhere 
more inviolably than other nations Io the ordinary arrangement established in 



imperfections of that tongue. The case with which the Italian admits either or- 
der in the personal pronouns, especially in poetry, adds oflen to the harmony 
and the elegance, as well as to the vivacity of the expression, as in these lines 
of Metastasio'a Artuserse. 



Bouhours, in the dialogue above mentioned, has dropped the character of critic 
and philosopher^ for that of encomiast He talks like a lover about his mistress. 
He sees neither blemish nor defect. All is beauty and excellence. For my 
part, if I were to prove the iaferiority of French to Italian and Spanish, the two 
languages with which ho compares it, I should not desire other or better topics 
for evincing the point, than the greater part of those which he has employea, in 
my judgement very unsuccessfully, for tlie contrary purpose. 
• Hamlet 

t Gr. MeyaXi^ ri Aprsftif Kt^eotap. Lat- Vulg. Erasm. Magna Diana Ephe- 
siorum.'* Castal. Beza, " Ma^a est Diana Ephesiorum.'* Ital. CKodati, 
** Grande e la Diana degli Efesii.'' How weak in compartHon is the French 
version of Le Clerc ! ** La Diane des Ephesiens est une grande deese.'* How 
deficient that of Beausobre ! La grande Diane dee Ephesiens.** How ridicu- 
lous that of Saci ! « Vive la grande Diane des Eph68iefia.«» 



the language But this, as I ho| 




io the sequel, is one of the greatest 



Sallo amor, Io sanno i numi ; 
U mio core, il tuo lo sa. 
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proper also to remark, that tliere are some modem tongues, which in 
this respect is much more inflexible than ours. 

The next example I shall produce is ver3r similar to the former, as 
m it the substantive verb is preceded by the participle passive, and 
followed by the nominative. In the acclamations of the people on 
our Saviour's public eptry into Jerusalem, the historian informs us, that 
they cried out, "Blessed is he that cometliln the name of the Lord."* 
Instead of this, say, " He thkt cometfi in the name of the Lord is 
blessed and by this alteration is the order of the words, apparently 
trifling, you convert a fervid exclamation into a cold aphorism. 

The third example shall be of an active verb, preceded by the ac- 
cusative, and followed by the nominative. It may be proper to ob- 
serve by the way, that, unless one of theses is a pronoun, such an 
arrangement is scarcely admissflole in our language. These cases 
in our nouns, not being distinguished by inflection, as they are in our 
pronouns, are solely ascertained by place. But to come to the pro- 
posed example, we are inforined by the sacred historian, that when 
Peter and John ordered the cripple who sat begging at tbe beautiful 
gate of the temple to look on them, he looked at them very earnestly, 
expecting ' to receive something from them. Then Peter said, 
" Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have, give I thee ; in 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, arise and walk.^t Here the 
wishful look and expectation of the beggar naturally leads to a vivid 
conception of that which was the object of his thoughts, and this con- 
ception as naturally displays itself in the very form of the declaration 
made by the apostle. But as every thing is best judged by comparison, 
let us contrast with this the same sentence arranged according to the 
rigid rules of grammar, which render it almost a literal translation of 
the Italian and French versions quoted in the margin : ** I have no 
gold and silver ; but I give thee that which I have : In the name of 
— The import is the same, but the expression is rendered quite 

*Matt. zxi. 9. Or, KvXoytijttvot 6 tpx^'^ ^ ovo/t^ri Kv^mv. Lat. Vulg. 
Eras. Bez. ^ Benedictus qui v«Mt wl notniae Domini." Cast. Ben6 sit ei 
qui venit, &c." Ital. piod. Benedetto colui cbevieneoel oomedelSigniore." 
Fr. Le Clerc, Beaus. Saci, " Beoi soit celui qui vient au nom du Seigneur." 

t Acta lit. 6. Gr. Apyvpiov Haixfnxriov ovj^ ^«'*<f>X** i ^ «X**'* Siito- 
fit. Ev opOfiaTt Ii}(ro« Xpirov rov Na^ci)|Miov eysipai xai vepiiram. Lat. Vul. Eras. 
Bez. Argentnm et aurom non est mihii ; quod ttutem babeo, hoc tibi do. la 
nomine Jeau Christi Nazareni, surge et ambula,'' Castaglio hath not adhered 
so closely to the order of the words in the original, but hath in this and some 
other places, for the sake of latinity, weakened the expression. Nec argen- 
tum mihi nec aurum est; sed quod habeo, hoc tibi do. In nomine,*' &c. It 
would seem that neither the Italian language nor the French can admit so great 
a latitude in arranging the words ; for in these the vivacity resulting from the 
order is not only weakened, but destroyed. Diod. lo non ho ne argento ne 
oro ; ma quel cbe ho, io t'el dono : nel nome di Jesu Christo il Nazareo, levati e 
camina." Le Clerc, EKeausobre, Je n^ai ni or ni argent ; mais ce que j'ai, je 
vous le donne : au nom de Jesus Christ de Nazareth, levez-vous et marchez." 
Saci*s is the same, except in the last member, where, by transposing the words, 
y au nom de Jesus Christ de N&zareth," and putting them after *MevezpV0U8," 
he hath altered the sense, and made that a circumstance attending the action of 
the lame man, which was intended to express the authority whereby the apos- 
tle gavo the order. 
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eiaoimato. Tot the mteuces difibr eVtdiy in amDgemeot» the 
other diiTerence io compoeitioo b inconsidereble. 

There is another happy tranaposition in the Engliah Teraion of the 
passage under review, whicht though peculiar to our version, de- 
serves our notice, as it contributes not a little to the energy of the 
whole. I mean not only the separation of the adjective none from 
its substantives tUver and^oU, but the placing of it at the end of the 
clause, which, as it were, rests upon it* Silver and gM have I 
fipfM." For here, as in several other instances, the next place to 
the first, in respect of emphasis, is the last* We shall be more sen- 
sible of this by making a very small alteration on the composition and 
structure of the sentence, and saying, ^ Silver and gold are not in my 
possession which is manifestly weaker. 

My fourfh example should be one wherein the verb occupies the 
first place in the sentence, which often happens in the ancient lan- 
guages with great advantage in point of vivacity. But this cannot 
frequently obtain in English, without occasioning an ambiguity ; the 
first place, when given to the verb, beiog, by the rules of our syntax, 
^propriated to distinguish these three thmgs : a command, as ^* Stag 
pot here a queatioo, as, Were the^ present!*' and a supposition, 
as, Had I known," from an assertiout as, " Fe slay not here ;" 

The^ were present and I had known." A few trifling phrases, 
as, sold kef repHtd ihey^ are the sole exceptions in the simple tenses, 
at least in prose* In some instances, however, in the compound 
tenses, the verb may precede without giving rise to any double mean- 
ing. In such cases it is not the .auxihary or the substantive vorb 
that begins the sentence, as in supposition aud interrogation, but the 
infinitive of the principal verb in the active voice, and the participal in 
the passive, as in expresmons like these, Go 1 must, whatever may 
ensue." AjM it h^ cpuld not by any mepms*" An instance in 
the passive voice hath been given in the second e;i»mple. I shall 
here observe, that in one passage of scripture our translators, by not 
attending to this small circumstance, that the import of the passive 
verb lies in the participle, have, without necessity, not only given up 
the emphatical arrangement, but, in order to be literal, have copied a 
figure, which, though forcible in the original, is, in the place assigned 
it in the translation, rather unnatural and insignificant. The passage 
alluded to is this : " Another angel followed, saying, Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great city."* Here* as it was the event itself 

• Rev. xiv. 8. Gr. Eirtctv^ tmvn BafivXav ti rohs n firyaXi?. As the expression is 
taken from Isaiah xxi.9. the same order is (bund in the Hebrew, JiaS lltas niB3- 
All the X^atin translations that I have seen have followed the same order. — 
*' Cecidit, cecidit Babylon, urbs ilia raaCTa." Le Clerc, and Saci, in the French, 
both ajree with the arrangement in the English, Babylone, est tomb^e ; elte 
est tomb^e ; cette grande ville.*^ Beaasobre's version in that tongue is rather 
better, as it comes nearer the order of the words in the Greek. He begins with 
the pronoan, and pats the name afler the verb. EUe est tomb^, elle est torn- 
b^e, Babylone la grande ville.*' This, I believe, is as near the original as the 
idiom of the French will permit. In the Italian, Diodati hath preserved en* . 
tirely the vivacity resulting both from the disposition of the words, and the re- 
duplication of the verb, and hath given the passage that turn which the English 
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that chiefiy occopied the aogel^s mind) the ^rb in the Greek with 
great propriety begins the proclamation : Again, as it was an event 
of so surprising a nature, and of such mighty consequence, it was 
natural to attempt, by repeating the word, to rivet it in the minds of 
the hearers, ere he proceeded any further. The words is fallen^ in 
our language, answer to the single word by which the verb is ex- 
pressed in the original. Our translators Were sensible they could 
DOt say, la falkn^ ia fallen^ Babylon that great city." This could 
convey no meaning, being neither affirmation nor interrogation, hy- 
pothesis nor wish. For this reason they have preferred the colder 
arrangement, prescribed by grammarians, though by so doing they 
have also lost the effect of the reduplication. A little attention to 
the genius of our tongue would have shown them, that all the effect, 
both of the order and of the figure, would have been preserved by 
saying, " Fallen^ fallen^ Babylon the great city."* 

Often a particle, such as an adverb or preposition belonging to a 
compound verb, (for it matters hot in which way you consider it,) 
emphatically begins the sentence, as in that formerly quoted for an- 
other purpose. Up goes my grave Impudence to the maid." In 
the particle up, that circumstance is denoted, which particularly 
marks the impudence of the action. By the help of it, too, the verb 
is made to precede the nominative, which otherwise it could not do. 
In negations it holds very generally, that the negative particle should 
be joined to the verb. Yet, in some cases the expression is greatly 
enlivened, and consequently the denial appears more determinate, 
by beginning the sentence with the adverb. " Not every one," says 
our Saviour, that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ; but he that doth the will of my father who is in 
heaven."! Vary but the position of the negative in the first mem- 
ber, and say, £very one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven," and you will flatten the expres- 
sion exceedingly. On so slight a circumstance in the arrangement 
does the energy of a sentence sometimes depend. We have some 
admirable examples of the power of this circumstance in Shakspeare. 

interpreters might and should have ^iTen it: ^'Caduta, caduta e Babilonia la 
gran citta." It is evident that in this matter the Italian allows more liberty 
than the French, and the En;sii8h more than the Italian. The truth of this ob- 
servation will appear mote fully afterwards. 

* Somewhat similar it the admirable example we have in this passage of 
Virgil: 

me, adsum qui feci, in me eonvertite ferrunu Mn- L. 9. 

The emphasis here is even the stronger, that the pronoun so happily begun with 
and repeated is perfectly irregular, it being quite detached from the construc- 
tion of the sentence. 

t Matt. vii. 3 1 . Qr. Ov n^s h ^syw /tai, Ksapu Kvpt«, cir<Xcw<rai at npr ^avtXetw 
rwy ov^viay. All the Latin translator?, however difierently they express thd 
sense, agree in beginning with the negative particle. So also doth Diodati in 
the Italian : " Aon chiunque mi dice, Signore, Sighore, entrera nel regno deP 
cieli." — Not so the French. L« CUrc and Beausobre thus : Tons ceux qui in« 
disent, Seigneur, Seigneur, n*entreront pas dans le royaume du ciel." Saci 
thus, Ceux qui me diaent, Seigneur, Seigneur, n'entreront pas toua dani le 
royaume dea cieux.** 



346 



THB PUILOfeOFHT [bOOK IU. 



In the cooferefice of Molcolm with Macduff ; after the former had 
asserted that he himself was so wicked that even Macbeth, com- 
pared with him, would appear ioDOcent as a lamb, Macduff replies 
with some warmth, 

— — AW in tbe legioos 

Of horrid bell, can conM a de^il more damo'd, 

In iUf to top Macbeth.* 

The arrangement in this sentence is admirably adapted to the speak- 
er's purpose ; whereas, if you dispose the words in the usual man- 
ner, and saj, A more damned devil in the legions of horrid bell 
cannot come lo top Macbeth in ills ;" we shall scarcely be persuaded 
that the thought is the same. If it were needful to multiply exam- 
ples, I might easily- show that other adverbs, particularly those of 
time and of place, when such circumstances require special notice, 
may, with great advantage to the energy, appear foremost in the sen- 
tence. 

I proceed to observe, that when a sentence begins with a conjunc- 
tion, whether it be expressed in one word or more, with naming or 
titling the persons addressed, with a call to attention, or even with a 
term that is little more than an expletive, the place immediately fol- 
lowing such phrase, title, or connective, will often give the same ad- 
vantage to tbe expression that fill# it, as in other cases tbe first place 
will do. The first term or phrase is considered only as tbe link 
which connects the sentence with that which went before ; or, if it 
have no relation to the preceding, as an intimation that something is 
to be said. Of this a few examples will suffice. The place imme- 
diately after a conjunction which begins the sentence is sometimes 
emphatical, as in that of Milton : 

— — — At last kit $ail4nroad vans 
He spreads for flight ;t 

where the description is the more picturesque that the verb is pre* 
ceded by its regimen. The possessive pronoun and the epithet, un- 
less when a particular emphasis rests upon ooe of them, are regarded 
only as constituting parts of one complex sign with tbe noun. Se- 
condly, the place after tbe address, as in that of the same author. 

Powers and dominions, deities of heaven I 
* « * ' « * » 

Me, tho* just right, and the fizt laws of heaven 
Did first create your leader.} 

Nothing could better suit, or more vividly express, the pride and arr 
rogance of the archapostate, than the manner here used of introducing 
himself to their notice. Thirdly, the place after a call to attention, 
as that of the apostle, " Behold, noto is the accepted time : behold, 
now is the day of salvation."§ Lastly, the piece after an expletive : 



• Macbeth. 
{Ibid. 



t Paradise Lost, B. II. 
§ 2 Cor. y'u Si 
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There came no more such abundance of spices as these which the 
queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon."* Perhaps the word tkere^ 
in this passage cannot properly be termed an expletive ; for though 
it be in itself insignificant, the idiom of the language renders it neces- 
sary in this disposition of the sentence ; for such is the power of this 
particle, that by its means even the simple tenses of the verb can be 
made to precede the nominative, without the appearance of interro- 
gation. For when we interrogate we must say, •* Came there — " 
or *• Did there come — " A little attention will satisfy us, that the 
verb in the passage produced ought to occupy the emphatical place, 
as the comparison is purely of what was brought into the country 
then, and what was at any time imported afterwards. Even though 
the particle there be preceded by the copulative, it will make no odds 
on the value of the place immediately following.^ " And there ap- 
peared to them, Elias, with Moses.^f The apparition is here the 
striking circumstance. And the first place that is occupied by a sig- 
nificant term is still the emphatical place. In all the three preceding 
quotations from scripture, the arrangement is the same in the origi- 
nal, and in most of the ancient translations, as it is with us. The 
modern versions vary more, especially in regard to the passage last 
quoted.J 

I shall add one example more from the scripture, wherein the ob» 
lique case of the personal pronoun, though preceded by two conjunct 
tions, emphatically ushers the verb and its nominative.-— ^tnong* many 
nations there was no king like Solomon, who was beloved oj" his God^ 
and God made him king over all Israel : nevertheless even htm did out» 
landish women cause to sin,^ My remark^ concerns only the last 

* 1 Kin^s X. 10. 

t Mark ix. 4. Gr, Kai ofBri avrois HXiag aw MoMrei. 

I In Italian, Diodati renders it, *'£t Elia apparue loro, insieme con Moise.'' 
In French, Le Clerc, £n»uite Elie et Mqlse leur apparurent." Beausobre, 

lis virent aussi paroUre Molse et Elie.'* Saci, Et ils virent parolire Elie et 
MoYse." It would seem that neither of these tongues can easily admit the sim- 
ple tense to precede both its nominative and its regfimen. By the aid of the 
particle tkere, this is done in English without ambiguity, and without violence to 
the idiom of the lans^uage. 

§ Neh. xiii. 26. The clause affected by this criticism stands thus in the ori^nal : 
' tlT^lSDn ?a'^p3n Ift^tsnn yill* D3 The order is exactly the same in the Ureek 
of the Septuajsrint : Kai tovtov e^tKXivav at yvvaiKes al aWorptat : and nearly the same 
in the Latin Vui^at : " Et ipsum ergo duxerunt ad peccatum mulieres alienige- 
niB." Junius is rather more literal. Etiam ipsum ad peccandum induxenmt 
feminv alieni^enae " Castalio, with at least equal energy, places the pronoun 
before the conjunction. Eum tamen ad peccandum mulieres perduxerunt extra- 
nas." In all these, as in the English translation, what is principally emphatical 
in the arrangement is preserved, the pronoun being the first among the signifi^ 
cant terms. It is not so in Diodati*s Italian version : " E pure le donne straniere 
lo fuero peccare:** nor in Saci's French: "Et apr6s cela neanmoins des fem- 
mes etrangeres le firent tomber dans le peche." It is remarkable, that though 
the ordinary grammatic rules, both of French and of Italian, place the pronoun 
eoverned before the governing verb, the reverse of which ohtams in English, the 
latter language is more capable of accommodating itself to such an expressive 
disposition of the words, as has been now exemplified, than either of the former. 
The reason is, though these tongues make the obliciue case of the pronoun ge- 
nerally precede the verb, they do not admit the nommative to intervene, but tor 
the most part, except ia asking % question, place it before both. 
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clause of the eeoleDce. It ie nuunfeit that tfie eonphaaki here ought 
to rest on the him^ who, from what iiDmediateiy precedes, might have 
beeo thought proof .agaiost all the arts, eveo of female seduction. — 
This clause, every body must perceive, would have been much more 
weakly expressed, bad it been arranged thus : Nevtrthdm ouilaadUk 
women did cause even him to #tn. 

Sometimes indeed it is necessary, in order to set an eminent object 
in the m jst conspicuous light, to depart a little from the ordinary mode 
of composition, as well as of arrangement. The following is an ex- 
ample in this way : Your fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, 
do they live for ever 1"* A colder writer would have satistied him- 
self with saying, Where are your fathers? and do the prophets live 
for ever fiut who that has the least spark of imagination sees not 
how languid the latter expression is, when compared witb the former % 
The sentiment intended to be conveyed in both, namely, the frailty 
and mortality of man, is one of those obvious tiuths, which it is im-> 
possible for any person in his senses to call in question. To intro- 
duce the mention of it, in order to engage iny assent to what nobody 
ever denied or doubted, would be of no consequence at all ; but It is 
of consequence to rouse my attention to a truth, which so nearly con- 
cerns every man, and which is, nevertheless, so little attended to by 
any. In such cases the end of speaking is not to make us believe^ 
but to make us feel. It is the heart and not the head wbich ought to 
be addressed. And nothing can be better adapted to this purpose* 
than first, as it were independently, to raise clear ideas in the imagi* 
nation, and then, by the abruptness of an unexpected question, to send 
us to seek for the archetypes. 

From all the examples above quoted, those especially taken from 
holy writ, the learned reader, af\er comparing them carefully, both 
with the original, and with the trauslations cited in the margin, will be 
enabled to deduce, with as much certainty as the nature of the ques- 
tion admits, that that arrangement which I call rhetorical, as contri- 
buting to vivacity and animation, is, in the strictest sense of the word, 
agreeably to what hath been already suggested, a natural arrange- 
ment ; that the principle which leads to it operates similarly on every 
people, and in every language, though it is much more checked by the 
idiom of some tongues than by that of others ; that, on the contrary, 
the more common, and what for distinction's sake I call the gramma- 
tical order, is, in a great measure, an arrangement of convention, and 
differs considerably in different languages.f He will discover, also, 

♦ Zech. i- 5. 

t All the French critics are not so immoderately national as Bouhours. — ^ 
Since corapofling the foregoing obiervations, I have been shown a book entitled 
Train de la formation meckaniqiu dts Umguea, The sentiments of the authoi 
on this subject are entirely coincident with mine. He refers to some other trea- 
tise?, particularly to one on Inversion, by M. de Batteux, which i have not seen. 
Concerning it he says, Ceux qui l*auront lu, verront que e'est le d6faut ds 
termioaisoQs propres k distinguer le nominstif de l*accusatif qui nous a forc6 
prendre cet ordre inoins natural qu*on ne le croit : que I'inversion est dans n6tre 
langue, non dans la langue latine, comme on se le figure: que lee mots ^tant 
plus fails pour Phomme que pour lea choses, |Pordre essentiel k suivre dans le 
discours repr^sentatif de I'ld^e des ebjets n'es pas Unt la marcbe commune des 
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that to reader tho ftrtifieial or eonvAnttonal arran^eiiMiit, as it weret 
sacred and inviolable, by represonfing every deviation (whateirer be 
the subject, whatever be the design of the work,) as a trespass against 
the laws of composition in the language, is one of the most effectual 
ways of stinting the powers of elocution, and even of damping the vi- 
gour both of imagination and of passion. I observe this (he rather, 
that, in my apprehension, the criticism that prevails amongst us at pre- 
sent leans too much this way. No man is more sensible of the ex- 
cellence of purity and perspicwty, properly so called; but I would 
ifot hastily give up some not inconsiderable advantages of the English 
tongue, in respect both of eloquence and of poetry, merely in exchange 
for the French neiteii. 

I should next proceed to make some remarks on the disposition and 
the form of the clauses in complex sentences ; for though some of the 
examples already produced are properly complex, in these I have 
only considered the arrangement of the words in the principal mem- 
ber, and not the disposition of the members. But before I enter on 
this other discussion, it will be proper to observe, and by some suita- 
ble examples' to illustrate the observation, that the complex are not so 
favourable to a vivacious diction as the simple sentences, or such as 
consist of two clauses at the most. 

Of all the parts of speech, the conjunctions are the most unfriendly 
to vivacity ; and next to them the relative pronouns, as partaking of 
the nature of conjunction. It is by these parts, less significant in them- 
selves, that the more significant parts, particularly the members of 
complex sentences, are knit together. The frequent recurrence, 
therefore, of such feeble supplements, cannot fail to prove tiresome, 
especially in pieces wherein an enlivened and animated diction might 
naturally be expected. But nowhere hath simplicity in the expre-ssion 
a better effect in invigorating the sentiments, than in poetical descrip- 
tion on interesting subjects. Consider the song composed by Moses, 
on occasion of the passage of the Israelites through the Red Sea, and 
you will find, that part of the effect produced by that noble hymn is 
justly imputable to the simple, the abrupt, the rapid manner adopted 
in the composition. I shall produce only two verses for a specimen. 

The enemy said, I will pursue ; I will overtake ; I will divide the 
spoil ; my revenge shall be satiated upon them ; I will draw my 
sword ; my hand shall destroy them : thou blewest with thy breath ; 
the sea covered them ; they sank as lead in the mighty waters."* 

ehoses dans la nature, que la succession veritable des pensees, la rapidity des 
sentimens, on de I'int^iJlt du coeur, la fid61it6 de IHmage aans la tableau de Inac- 
tion: que le latin en prftferant ces points capitaux procede plua-natureUement 
que le fran^ois.*' &c No.S9. 

* Gxod. XV. 9, 10, The word by our interpreters rendered wind also denotes 
tpirU and breath. A similar homonymy, in the corresponding term, may be ob- 
served not only in the oriental, but in almost all ancient languages. AVhen this 
noun has the affix pronoun, bv which it it appropriated to a person, the signi- 
fication wind is evidently excluded, and the meaning is limited to either apirii 
or breath. When it is, besides, construed with the verb 6iot0, the signification 
spirit is also excluded, and the meaning confined to breath. It is likewise the 
intention of the inspired penman, to represent the wonderful facility with which 
Jehovah blasted ail the towering hopes of the Egyptians. Add to this, that such 
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This is the figure which the Gieek ihetoriciaiifl call asyodetoD, and 
to which they ascribe a wonderful efficacy. It ought to be observed, 
that the natural connexion of the particulars mentioned is both close 
and manifest ; and it is this consideration which entirefy supersedes 
the artificial signs of that connexion, such as conjunctions and rela- 
tives. Our translators (who* it roust be acfcoowMged, are not often 
chargeable with this fault,) have injured one passage in endeavouring 
to mend it. Literally rendered it stands thus: ^* Thou sentest forth 
thy wrath ; it consuosed them as stubble."* These two simple sen- 
tences have appeared to them too much detached. For this reason, 
they have injudiciously combined them into one complex sentence, 
by inserting the relative which^ and thereby weakened the expression. 

Thou senteth forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble." 
They have also thought fit sometimes to add the conjunction andf 
when it was not necessary, and mi^bt well have been spared. 

If any one perceives not the difierence, and, consequently, is not 
satisfied of the truth of this doctrine, let him make the following ex- 
periment on the song now under review. Let him transcribe it by 
himself, carefully inserting conjunctions and relatives in every place 
which will admit them in a consistency with the sense, and then let 
him try the effect of the whole. If, after all, he is not convinced, I 
know no argument in nature that can weigh with him. For this is 
one of those cases in which the decision o^ every man's own taste 
must be final with regard to himself. 

But those who feel the diflference in the effects will permit such as 
are so disposed to speculate a little about the cause. All that come 
under the cognizance of our senses, in the operations either of Mature 
or of Art, is the causes which precede, and the effects which follow. 
Hence is suggested to the mind the notion of power, agency, or cau- 
sation. The notion or idea (call it which you please) is from the 
very frame of our nature suggested, necessarily suggested, and often 
instantaneously suggested ; but still it is suggested, and npt perceiv- 
ed. I would not choose to dispute with any man about a word, and, 
therefore, le^t this expression should appear exceptionable, I declare 
my meaning to be only this, that it is conceived by the understanding, 
and not perceived by the senses, as the causes and the effects them- 
selves oiten are. Would you then copy Nature in a historical or de- 
scriptive poem, present to our imagination the causes and the efiects 
in their natural order ; the suggestion of the power or agency which 
connects them will as necessarily result from the lively image you 
produce in the fancy, as it results from the perception of the things 
themselves, when they fall under the cognizance of the senses. 

But if you should take the other method, and connect with accu- 
racy where there is relation ; and with the help of conjimctions and 
relatives deduce with care effects from their causes, and allow no- 
thing of the kind to pass unnoticed in the description, in lieu of a 

a rnanner is entirely in the Hebrew taste, which considers every great natural 
object as bearing some relation to the Creator and Sovereign of the universe. 
The thunder is God's voice ; the wind, his breath; the heavens, his throne ; the 
earth, h s footstool ; the whirlwind and the tempest are the blasts of his nostrils. 
♦ E^od. XV. 7. i 
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picture you will present us with a piece of reasoning or declamation. 
Would you, on the contrary, give to reasoning itscslf the force and vi- 
vacity of painting, follow the method first prescribed, and that even 
when you represent the energy of spiritual causes^, which were never 
subjected to the scrutiny of sense. You will thus convert a piece of 
abstruse reflection, which, however just, makes but a slender im- 
pression upon the mind, into the most affecting and instructive 
imagery. ' 

It is in this manner the psalmist treats that most sublime, and, at 
the same time, most abstract of all subjects, the providence of God. 
With what success he treats it, eveiy person of taste and sensibility 
will judge. After a few strictures on the life of man, and of the in- 
ferior animals, to whatever element, air, or earth, or water, they be- 
long, he thus breaks forth : ^ These wait aH upon thee, that thou 
mayest give them their meat in due season. Thou givest them. 
They gather. Thou openest thy hand. They are filled with good. 
Thou hidest thy face. They are troubled. Thou takest away their 
breath. They die and return to their dust. Thou sendest forth thy 
Spirit. They are created. Thou renewest the face of the earth."* 
It must be acknowledged, that it is not every subject, no, nor every 
kind of composition, that requires, or even admits the use of such 
glowing colours. The psalm is of the nature of the ode, being, pro- 
perly defined, a sacred ode ; and it is allowed that this species of po- 
esy demands more fire than any other. 

It may indeed be thought, that the vivacity resulting from this man- 
ner of composing is sufficiently accounted for, from the brevity which 
it occasions, and of which I treated in the preceding chapter. It is 
an undoubted truth, that the brevity here contributes to the force of 
the expression, but it is not solely to this principle that the effect is to 
be ascribed. A good taste will discern a difi^erence iii a passage al- 
ready quoted from the song of Moses^ as it stands in our version, and 
as it is literally rendered from the Hebrew ;'f though in both, the 
number of words, and even of syllables, is the same. Observe, also, 
the expression of the psalmist, who, having compared man, in respect 
of duration, to a flower, says concerning the latter, The wind pass- 
eth over it, and it is gone. ''J Had he said, " The wind passing over 
it, destroys it," he had expressed the same sentiment in fewer words, 
but more weakly. 

But it may be objected. If such is the power of the figure asyn- 
deton, and if the conjunctive particles are naturallv the weakest parts 
in a sentence, whence comes it that the figure^polysyndeton, the re- 
verse of the former, should be productive of that energy which rheto- 
ricians ascribe to it? I answer, the cases must be very different 
which require such opposite methods. Celerity of operation, and 
fervour in narration, are best expressed by the first. A deliberate at- 
tention to every circumstance, as being of importance, and to this in 
particular, the multiplicity of the circumstances, is best awakened by 
the second. The conjunctions and relatives excluded by the asyn- 
deton are such as connect clauses and ihembers ; those repeated by 



* Psalms ciT. 27^30. f ^od. xv. 7. I Psalms ciiL 16. 
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tho polysyndeton are mioh as eonood single words only. All con- 
nectives alike are set aside by the fonner ; tbe latter is confined to 
copulatives and disjunctives. A few examples <^ this will illustrate 
the difference. While the earth remaineth," said God inmiediate- 
1y after the deluge, ** seedtime, and harvest, and cold, and heat, and 
sammer, and winter, and day, and night, sImH not cease."* Every 
thing to which a permanency of so great importance is secured, re- 
quires the most deliberate attention. And in the following dec^ara- 
tion of the apostle, much additional weicht and distinctne a s are given 
to each particular by the repetition of Uie conjunction. I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God.'t 



SECTION ni. 

COMPLEX 8EHTBNCBS. 

Part I. — Subdivison of tke9e into ptrioi» and loost stnienee^* 

I COMB now to the consideration of complex sentences. These 
are of two kinds. The^ are either periods, or sentences of a 
looser composition, for which the language doth not furnish us with 
a particular name. A period is a complex sentence, wherein the 
meaning remains suspended till the whole is finished. The con- 
nexion consequently is so close between the beginning and the end, 
as to give rise to the name period^ which signifies circuit The fol- 
lowing is such a sentence : Corruption could not spread with so 
much success, though reduced into system, and though some minis- 
ters, with equal impudence and folly, avowed it by themselves and 
their advocates to be the principal expedient by which they governed, 
if a long and almost unobserved progression of causes and efiects 
did not prepare the conjunction/';]; The criterion of a period is this : 
If you stop any where before the end, the preceding words will not 
form a sentence, and therefore cannot convey any determined sense. 
This is plainly the case with the above example. The first verb be- 
ing cofUd^ and not can, the potential and not the indicative mood, 
shows that the sentence is hypothetical, and requires to its comple- 
tion some clause beginning with ift ttn/e««, or some other conditional 
particle. And afler you are come to the conjunction, you find no 
part where you can stop before the end.§ From this account of the 

• Gen. viii. 9?. t R«n.viii 38,39. 

J Bolingb. Spirit of Patriotism. 

§ It IS surprising that most modem critics seem to have mistaken totally the 
import of the woxd period^ coafounding it with tbe complex sentence in generali 
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nature of a period, we may justly infer, that it waa much easier in 
Greek and Latin to write in periods than it is in English, or perhaps 
in any European tongue. The cpustruction with^them depended 
mostly on inflection ; consequently, the ^arrangement, which ascer* 
tains the character of the sentenceinrespectof composition, was very 
much in their own power ; with us,, on the contrary, the construction 
depends mostly on arrangement, which is therefore comparatively 
very little in our power. Accordingly, as the sense in every sen- 
tence hangs entirely on the verb, one ordinary way with ibem of 
keeping the sense suspended inras, by reserving the verb to the end. 
This in most cases the structure of modern languages will not per- 
mit us to imitate. An example of a complex sentence, that is not a 
period, I shall produce from the same performance. One party 
had given their whole attention, during several years, to the project 
of enriching ihenuelnea^ and impoverishing the rest of the nation ; 
and by these and other means, of establishing their dominion^ under 
the government^ and with the favour of a family who were foreign- 
e^9, and therefore might believe' that they were established on the 
throne, by the good wilt and strength, of this party alone." The cri- 
terion of such loose sentences is as follows : There will always be 
found in them one place at least before the end, at which, if you 
make a stop, the construction of the preceding part will render it a 

and sometimes even with the Mmple but circumstantiated sentente. Though, 
none of the ancients, as far as I remember, either Greek or Latin, liave treated 
this matter with all- the precision that might be wished, yet it appears to me evi- 
dent, from the expressions thejr employ, the similitudejs they use, and the exam- 
ples they produce, that the distinction given above perfectly coincides with their 
notions on this subject But nothing seems more decisive than the instance 
which Demetrius Phalereus has given of a period from Demosthenes, and which, 
(dt the sake of illustrating the difference, he has also thrown ;nto the form of a 
loose sentence. I refer the learned reader to the book itself : Ilepi l^nnveias I. 
I A. The ancients did indeed sometimes apply the word period to simple but 
circumstantiated sentences of a certain structure. I shall give the following ex- 
ample in our own language for an illustration : At last, after much fatigua, 
through deep roads and bad weather, we came with no snoall difficulty to our 
journey's end." Otherwise thus, " We came to our journey's end at lastf wjth no 
small difficulty after muchfatiguej through deep roadst and bad weather." * The 
latter is in the loose, the ^rmer in the periodic composition. Accordingly in 
the latter there are, before the conclusion, no leaathan five words, which i have 
distinguished by the character, namely, end, laat, difficulty, faliguet road», with 
any of which the sentence might have terminated. One would not have ex pet-ted 
that a writer so accurate and knowing as M. Du Marsais should have so far mis- 
taken the meaning of the word period in the nsage of the ancients, as to define 
it in this manner: Laperiodt eat un atietnHage de pnip9§ifkn8, liie9 entr* dies par 
dei eonjoncHons, et qw toutea tnsemkiefaid im smm^iiI. The period is an aa- 
semblage of propositions connected by conjunctions, and making altogether one 
complete sense." (Principes de Grammaire, La Periode.) This is a proper de- 
finition of a complex sentence ; and that he meant no more is manifest from all 
his subsequent illustrations. Take the following for an example, which he gives 
in another place of the same vrork : // y a tm ananltage rid d lire wi<ln««( ; mats 
U ne/aut pas que eet wantage inspire de l^argueil.** . There is a real advantage 
in bein^ instructed ; but we ought not to be proud of this advantage.*' He 
adds, Le mais raproche les deux propositions ou membres de la periode, et lea 
met en opposition." The hut connects the two proposttidm or members of 
the period, and sets them in opposition.** Des conjonctions. It if evident that 
the seateiica adduced is bo period in the seaie of Um aacioats^ 
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complete sentence. Thus in the example now ghren, whether yon 
stop at the word ihemHlvet^ at noHomf at domMonj at getemmmi^ or 
at Jforeigners^ all which words are marked in the quotation in italica» 
jou will find jou haye read a perfect sentence. 

Wherefore, then, it may be asked, is this denominated one sen- 
tence, and not several ? For this reason, that thoogh the preceding 
words, when you have reached any of the stops above mentioned, 
will make sen^e, and may he constnied separately, the same cannot 
be said of the words which follow. In a period, the dependence of 
the numbers is reciprocal ; in a loose sentence the former members 
have not a necessary dependence on the latter, whereas the latter 
depend entirely on the former. Indeed, if both former and latter 
members are, in respect of construction, alike independent on one 
another, they do not constitute one sentence, but two or more. And 
here I shall remark, by the way, that it is by applying the observation 
just now made, and not always by the pointing, even where the laws 
of punctuation are most strictly observed, that we can discriminate 
sentences. When they are closely related in respect of sense, and 
when the sentences themselves are simple, they are for tho most part 
separated only by commas or by simicolons, rarely by colons, and 
almost never by points. In this way the passages above quoted 
from the song of Moses and the Paalmet m pointed in all our Eng- 
lish Bibles. 

But there is an intermediate sort of sentences which must not be 
altogether overlooked, though they are neither entirely loose, nor 
perfect periods. Of this sort is the following : The other institu- 
tion," he is speaking of the ucharist, ^ has been so disguised by or- 
nament, II and so much directed in your church at least, to a different 
purpose from commemoration, that if the disciples were to assemble 
at Easter in the chapel of his holiness, Peter would know his suc- 
cessor as little, II as Christ would acknowledge his vtcar ; and the 
rest would be unable to guess || what the ceremony represented \\ or 
intended."* This sentence may be distributed into fuur members. 
The first is complex, including two clauses, and ends at eammemarO' 
Hon, The second is simple, ending at kolines$. It is evident that 
the sentence could not terminate at either of these places, or at auy 
of the intermediate words. The third member is subdivided, into 
two clauses, and ends at vicar. It is equally evident that if the sen* 
tence had been concluded here, there would have been no defect in 
the construction. The fourth member, which concludes the sen- 
tence, is also compound, and admits a subdivision into three clauses* 
At the word represented, which finishes the second clause, the sen- 
tence might have terminated. The two words which could have 
admitted a full stop afler them, are distinguished by italics. Care 
hath also been taken to discriminate the members and the clauses. 
It may, however, justly be affirmed, that when the additional clause 
or clauses are, as in the preceding example, intimately connected 
with tho foregoing words, the sentence may still be considered as a 
p^liod, since it Imth much the same effect. Perhaps some of the 
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examples of periods to be produced in the sequel, if examined very 
critically, would fall under that denomination. But this is of little or 
no consequence. 

On comparing the two kinds of complex sentences together, to 
wit, the period and the loose sentence, we find that each hath its ad> 
vantages and disadvantages. The former savours more of artifice 
and design, the latter seems more the result of pure Nature. The 
period is nevertheless more susceptible of vivacity and force ; the 
loose sentence is apt, as it were, to languish and grow tiresome. The 
first is moi-e adapted to the style of the writer, the second to that of 
the speaker. Bjjt as that style is best, whether written or spoken, 
which hath a proper mixture of both ; so there are some things in 
every species of discourse, which require a looser, and some which 
require a preciser manner. In general, the use of periods best suits 
the dignity of the historian; the political writer, and the philosopher. 
The other manner more befits the facility which ought to predomi- 
nate in essays, dialogues, famiUair letters, and moral tales. These 
approach ^nearer the style of conversation, into which periods can 
very rarely find admittance. In some kinds of discourses intended 
to be pronounced, but not delivered to the public in writing, they may 
properly find a place in the exordium and narration, for thus far some 
allowance is made for preparntion ; but are not so seasonable, unless 
very short, in the argumentative part, and the pathetic. 

Part II. — Observations on periods^ cmd on the use of antithesis in 
. the composition of sentences. 

I NOW proceed to offer some observations on the period. It hath 
been affirmed to have more energy than a sentence loosely com- 
posed. The reason is this : The strength which ra diffused through 
the latter is in the former collected, as it were, into a single point. 
You defer the blow a little, but it is solely that you may bring it down 
with greater weight. But in order to avoid obscurity, as well as the 
display of art, rhetoricians have generally prescribed that a period 
should not consist of more than four members. For my own part, 
as members of sentences differ exceedingly both in length and in 
structure from one another, I do not see how kny general rule can 
be established to ascertain their number. A period consisting of but 
two members may easily be founds that is at once longer, more arti- 
ficial, and more obs^cure, than another consisting of five. The only 
role which will never fail is, to beware both of prolixity and of intri- 
cacy ; afid the only competent judges in the case are, good sense 
and a good ear. 

A great deal hath been said, both by ancient critics and by modern, 
on the formattpn and turn of periods. But their remarks are chiefly 
catcolated with a view to harmony. In order to prevent the necessi- 
ty of repeating afterwards, I shall take no notice of these remarks at 
present, though the rules founded on them do also in a certain de« 
gree contribute both to perspicuity and to strength. 

That kind of period whiob hath vioit vi^ity is commonly that 
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wherein yoa find an antitbeeb in the members, the several parts of 
one having a similarity to those of the other* adupted to some resem- 
blance in the sense. The effect produced by the corresponding 
members in such a sentence, is like that produced in a picture where 
the figures of the group are not all on a side, with their faces turned 
the same way, but are made to contrast each other by their several 
positions. Besides, this kind of periods is geneially the most per- 
spicuous. There is in tbeai not only that original light, which re- 
sults from the expression when suitable, but there is also that which 
is reflected reciprocally from the opposed members. — The relation 
between these is so strongly married, that it is next to impossible to 
lose si^ht of it The same quality makes them also easier for the 
memory. 

Yer, to counterbalance these advantages, this sort of period often 
appears more artful and studied than any other. I say ojten^ because 
nothing can be more evident, than that this is not always the case. 
Some antitheses seem to arise so naturally out of the subject, that it 
is scarcely possible in another manner to express the sentiment. 
Accordingly we discover them even in the scriptures, the style of 
which is perhaps the most artless, the most natural, the most unaffect- 
ed, that IS to be found in any composition now extant. 

But I shall satisfy myself with producing a few specimens of this 
figure, mostly taken from the noble author lately quoted, who is com- 
monly very successful in applying it. If Cato," says he, may be 
censured, severely indeed but justly, || for abandoning the cause of 
liberty, || which he would not however survive ; . . what shall we say 
of those, 11 who embrace it faintly, || pursue it irresolutely, . . grow 
tired of it, || when they have much to hope, . . and give it up, |[ when 
they have nothing to fear ?"* In this period there is a double anti- 
thesis, the two clauses which follow the pronoun tho$€ are contrast- 
ed, so are also the two members (each consisting of two clauses,) 
which conclude the sentence. Another specimen of a double anti- 
thesis differently disposed, in which he hath not been so fortunate, 
I shall produce from the same work.^ Eloquence that leads man- 
kind by the ears, | gives a nobler superiority | than power that every 
dunce may use, | or fraud that every knave may employ, | to lead 
them by the nose." Here the two intermediate clauses are con- 
trasted, so are also the first and the last. But there is this differ- 
ence. In the intermediate members, there is a justness ia tbe 
thought as well as in the expression, an essential requisite in this 
figure. In the other two members the antithesis is merely verbal ; 
and is, therefore, at best but a trifling play upon the words. . We see 
the connexion which eloquence has with the ears, but it would puzzle 
Oedipus himself to discover the connexion which either power or 
fraud has with the nose. The author, to make out the contrast, is 
in this instance obliged to betake himself to low and senseless cant. 

Sometimes, though rarely, the antithesis affects three several clau- 
ses. In this case the clauses ought to be very short, that the artifice 
may not be too apparent. Sometimes too, the antithesis is not in^ the 
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different memberB of tbja i&me sentence, but in different sentences. 
Both the last observations are exempiified in the following quotation 
from the same performance : He can bribe, || but he<sannot seduce. 
He can buy, || but he cannot gain. He can lie, || but he cannot de- 
ceive." There is likewise in each sentence a little of antithesis be- 
tween the very short clauses themselves. 

Neither is this figure entirely confined to periods. Sentences of 
looser composition admit it ; but the difference here is the less ob- 
servable, that an antithesis well conducted produces .the effect of a 
period, by preventing the languor which invariably attends a loose 
sentence, if it happen to be long. The following is an instance of 
antithesis in such a sentence : No man is able to make a juster ilp- 
pltcatiun of what hath been here advanced^ to the most important in- 
terests of your country, to the true interest of your royal master, and 
to your private interest too ; if that will add, as I presume it will, 
some weight to the scale ; and if that requires, as I presume it does, 
a regard to futurity as well as to the present moment."* That this 
is a loose sentence, a little attention will satisfy every reader. I have 
marked the words in italics, at which, without violating the rules Of 
grammar, it might have terminated. I acknowledge, however, that 
the marks of art are rather too visible in the composition. 

Sometimes an antithesis is happily carried through two or three 
sentences, where the sentences are not contrasted, with one another, 
as in the example already given, but where the same words are con- 
trasted in the different members of each sentence somewhat differ- 
ently; Such an antithesis on the words men^ angels^ and godSf yoi^ 
have in the two following couplets : 

Pride still is aiming at the blest abodes ; 
Men would be angels, || angels would be gods. 
Aspiring to be gods, || if angels fell ; — 
Aspiring to be angels, || men rebel. t 

The like varied opposition in the words principles, meant, and ends, 
may be observed in the two following sentences : They are design- 
ed to assert and vindicate the honour of the revolution : of the princi- 
ples established, of the means employed, and of the ends obtained by 
it. They are designed to explode our former distinctions, and to 
unite men of all denominations, in the Support of these principles, in 
the defence of these means, and in the pursuit of these ends."j; You 
have in the subsequent quotation an antithesis on the words true and 
ju9t, which runs tfirough three successive sentences. The anec- 
dotes here related were true, and the reflections made upon them 
were just many years ago. The former would not have been rela- 
ted, if he who related them had not known them to be true ; nor the 
latter have been made, if he who made them had not thought them 
just : And if they were true and just then, they must be true and just 
now, and alway8."§ 

* Ded catbn to the Dissertation on Parties, 
t Essay on Man. 

{ Dedication to the Dissertation on Parties. 
§ Adrortiseamt to the Letters oaPtttriolifBk , 
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Soawtbnes the wofds contrasted ki the second claaae are mostly 
the same that are used in the first, only the construction and the ar- 
rangement are inverted* as in this passage, ^ The old may inform the 
young ; || and the young may animate the old."* In Greek and Latin 
this kind of antithesis generally receives an additional beauty from the 
change made in the inflection, which is necessary in those ancient 
lans^uages for ascertaining what in modem tongues is ascertained 
solely by the arrangement.t This obtains sometimes, but more 
rarely, in our own luiguage, as in these lines of Pope« 



Something pretty similar is also to be remarked, when the words in 
the contrasted membera remain the same under d'tflferent inflections, 
the construction varied but not inverted. And this is the last variety 
of tbe antithesis that I shall specify ; for to enumerate them all would 
be impossible. Tou have an example of this kind of contrast in the 
last line of the following couplet : 



r shall now consider both what the merit of the antithesis is, and 
to what kind of composition it is best adapted. It hath been remark- 
ed already, and cannot be justly questioned, that it oflen contributes 
botb to vivacity and perspicuity ; on the other hand, it hath been 
charged with bearing the manifest signatures both of artifice and of 
puerility ; of artifice, because of the nice adjustment of the corres- 
pondent clauses : of puerility, because of the supposed insignificance 

* Dedication to tho Dissertation on Parties. 

t An instance of this is that given by Gtuint. 1. ix. c 3. ''Nun ut edam yivo, 
sed ut vivam edo.*' A literal translation into English, ** I do not live that I OMy 
eat, but I eat that I ma;)r live,'*j>reserves the antithesis^ but neither Ibe vivacity 
nor the force of the original. The want of inflection is one reaf>on of the infe- 
riority, bat not the only reason. It weakens the expression that we mu^tt em- 
ploy fit Wen wordi«, for what is expressed in Latin with equal perspicuity in eighL 
Perhaps it would be better rendered, though not so explicitly, " I do not live to 
eat, but I eat to live.'* Another example in point is the noted epigram of Au- 
■onius, 



But though it 18 chiefly in this sort which the ancients called avTi^tra$o\ii that 
the advantage of varied inflections appears^ it is not in this sort only. In all 
antitheses, without exception, the similar endings of the contrasted words add 
both tight and energy to the expression. Nothing can better illustrate this than 
the compliment paid to Casar by Cicero, in his pleading for Ligarjus — P^ihil 
habet nec fortuna tua majus quam ut possia, nec nature tua melius quam ut veils, 
conservare quam plurimos." This perhaps would appear td us rather too arti- 
ficial. But this appearance ariseth merely from the diflTerent structure of mo* 
darn languagea. What would in most cases be impossible to us, the genius of 
their ton^^ue rendered not only easy to them, but almost unavoidable. 
{ Dunciad, B. IV. 

§ Pope*9 Iiaiutioas of Horace. II. Epk ii 



Whate'cr of mongrel no one class aiimits, 
A wit with dunces, y and a dunce with wits^ 



Leave such to trifle with more grace and ease, 
Whom folly pleases, )j and — whose follies please.§ 
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of the task of balancing words and syllables. The latter of these 
charges results^o eotirely from the former« that an answer to one is 
an Adswer to both. It is solely the appearance of artifice that con« 
veys s the notion of a task, and thereby gives rise to the charge of 
childishness. If, therefore, in any instance an antithesis cannot be 
reckoned artificial,nt will not, at least on account of (he expression, 
be deemed puerile. ' 

It was remarked, when I entered on the consideration of this figure, 
that it sometimes ariseth so naturally from the subject, as to appear, 
inevitable. This particularly is the case where a comparison is either 
directly made, or only hinted. Samuel, we are told, said to Agag, 
immediately before he killed him, ^ As thy sword hath made women 
childless ; so shall ihy mother be childless among woimen."* The 
sentiment here expressed, namely, that the treatment which the tyrant 
was to receive was due to him by the law of retaliation, rendered some 
antithesis in the words scarcely avoidable. Yet the antithesis in this 
passage is more in the thought than in the expression ; as the words 
in the contrasted clauses are not opposed to each other with that 
nicety which many authors would have employed. 

But though accuracy of opposition may on some occasions have a 
very good efiect, this will never be the case, where it gives rise to any 
thing thatlappears forced in the construction, unnatural in the arrange- 
ment, or linharmonious in the cadeqce. Nature, ease, and fluency, 
are first to be regarded. In the two following examples you haive 
precision in the contrast, without the appearance of too much art in 
the expression. Beware of the ' ides of March, said the Roman 
augur to Julius Csesar. Beware of the month of May, says the Bri* 
tish Spectator to his fair countrywomen." Again, I must observe, 
that as in some climates there is a perpetual spring, so in some fe- 
male constitutions there is a perpetual May.^'f In either instance, 
if the comparison itself escape censure, the expression will be pro* 
nounced faultless. An antithesis therefore doth not always necessa- 
rily imply art ; and if inr some instances it doth to a certain degree 
imply art, it ought to be remembered, that there are some kinds of 
composition, which not only admit, but even require, a more ekibo* 
rate diction than other kinds ; and that in every kind of composition 
there are some parts wherein even the display of art is more allowa- 
ble than in other parts. The observations with regard to the proper 
subjects for periods will very nearly answer here, and therefore need 
not be repeated. ' 

The antithesis, it is thought, is particularly unfkyourable to per8u»> 
sion, and therefore quite unfit for the more vehement , and argumen- 
tative parts of a discourse. This is true of some sorts of antithesis, 
(for they differ greatly in their nature,) but it is not true of all. It is 
true of such as are sometimes found in long and complicated senten- 
ces. But it is not true of those which sentences of a less compound 
nature may admit. The enthymeme itself, the common syllogism of 
orators, is often successfully cast into this mould. Demetrius Pha- 
lereus, in his treatise of elocution, hath given us an example of this, 
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from one of the roo^t eloquent omtione of Demosdieiies against his 
famous rival. The example translated into English equally suits cMir 
present purpose. For as, if anj of those had then been condemn* 
ed, II you would not now have transgressed ; so if jou should now 
be condemned, || others will not herMifter transgress."* The sen* 
tence is besides a perfect period, consisting of two members, each of 
which is subdivided into two clauses. I shall give the same argu* 
ment with as little apparent antithesis as possible, by imitating the 
f attempt which Demetrius hath made to express the sense in a looser 

manner. Do not overlook this transgression of your laws ; for if 
such transgressors were punished, this man would not now have act- 
ed as he hath done ; nor will another do so afterwards, if he should 
be condemned on this occasion.'*t The argument is the same, though 
much less forcibly, and even less naturally expressed. But if £e 
enthymeme is often cast into the form of antithesis, we may say of the 
dilemma, a species of argument in like manner frequent with orators, 
that it is hardly susceptible of another form, as in that given by Cice* 
ro : If he is a bad man, why do you associate with him t if he is a 
good man, why do you accuse him Nor are these the only sorts 
of argument that may be used in this manner. There is hardly any 
which may not in some cases derive both light and energy from this 
figure. What can be more cogently urged, or belter adapted for si- 
lencing contradiction, than the answer w^eh Balaam gave Balak, who 
used various expedients to induce him to turn the blessing he had 
pronounced on Israel into a curse. Yet the prophet's reply, rune 
wholly in antithesis. God is not a man, || that he should lie ; . »■ 
neither the son of man, jj that he should repent. Hath he said, || and 
shall he not do it ? . . or hath he spoken, ji and shall he not make il 
good ?§ In the same antithetic form the rsalmist disposeth hie ar- 
gument in support of the Divine knoiWedge. He that planted the 
ear, || shall he not hear ? He that formed the eye, || shall he not see I'^IT 
He argues from the effect to the cause, the only way in which we can 
argue intelligibly concerning the Divine attributes. But it would not 
be easy, I imagine, to give in so few words, either a more perspicu- 
ous or a more persuasive turn to the reasoning. It is not then every 
kmd of antithesis that either savours of artifice^ or is unsuited to per- 
suasion. 

One thing to which it seems agreed on all sides that this figure is 
particularly adapted, is the drawing of characters. You hardly now 
meet with a character, either in prose or in verse, that is not wholly 
delineated in antithesis. This usage is perhaps excessive. Yet the 
fitness of the manner can scarcely be questioned^ when one considers 

•n^joi 'Ej9/i. A A. Q<nrsp yap sirts ucttv^v loKa^ cv ra i^ovK aw eypaiffis' ov*rm avn 
¥vy\\uyf^ aXXos ev ypax^fti. 

t Htpi 'Kpn. A A. Miy tnirptntrt ton ra mpawfia Ypa^ovW ttyap MtiXvovro, ow to 
vw w'tos ravn typarptv' ovi' trtpot trt ypa^, Twro» wvp a'Aowrvc. 

{ De Inventione, lib i. Ab the antithewt in the wordi is nore perfect, tnd 
the expression more simple in the Latin, than it is possible to render them in a 
translation into any modem ton^e ; so the argument itself appears more forci- 
ble. " Si improbus est, cur utens 7 sin probus, cur accuses ?»» 

§ Numb, xxxii. 19. f Psalm xoiv. 9l 
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that the contrasted features ta this moral painting serves to ascertain 
the direction and boundaries of one another with greater precisiqii than 
could otherwise be accomplished. It is too nice a matter, without the 
aid of this artifice, for even the most copious and expressive language. 
For a specimen in this way take these lines of Pope : 

Should such a man, too fond to rule alone, 
Bear, like the Turk, n6 brother near the throne, 
View him with scornful, yet with jealous eyes, 
And hate for arts, that caus'd himself to rise ; 
Damn with faint praise, |j assent with civil leer. 
And without sneering, teach the rest to sneer ; 
Willing to wound, || and yet — afraid to strike, 
Just hint a fault, |[ and — hesitate dislike ; 
Alike reserved to blame, or to commend, 
A tim'rous foe, || by flatterers besieged, 
And so obliging, || that he ne'er obuged.* 

With what a masterly hand are the colours in this picture blended ! 
and how admirably do the different traits, thus opposed, serve, as it 
were, to touch up and shade one another ! I would not be understood 
by this to signify my opinion of its likeness tO the original. I should 
be sorry to think that it deserves this praise. The poet had received, 
or fancied he had received, great provocation. A perfect impartiality 
in one under the influence of resentment is more than can be expect* 
ed from human nature. I only speak of the character here exhibited, 
as one, who, speaking of a portrait, without knowing the person for 
whom it was drawn, says it is well painted, knd that there is both life 
and expression in the countenance. 

If there be any style of composition whkh excludes antithesis alto* 
gether, (for I am not positive that there is,) it is the pathetic But 
the true reason which hath induced some critics immoderately to de-> 
cry this figure is, that some authors are disposed immoderately to 
employ it. One extreme naturally drives those who perceive the er- 
ror to the opposite extreme. It rarely leaves them, even though per* 
sons of good sense and critical discernment, precisely where they 
were before. Such is the repulsive power of jarring tastes. Nay, 
there is a kind of mode, which in these, as well as iu other matters, 
oflen influences our censures without our knowing it. It is this which 
sometimes leads us to condemn as critics what as authors we our- 
selves practise. Witness the following reproach from the author just 
now quoted. 

I see a chief who leads my chosen sons, 
All arm*d with points, antitheses, and puns.! 

On the other hand, it is certain, that the more agreeable the appo« 
site and temperateruse of this figure is, the more offensive is the abuse, 
or, which is nearly the same, the immoderate nse of it. When used 
moderately, the appearance of art, which it might otherwise have, is 
veiled, pardy by the energy of the expression, which doth not permit 
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the hearer at first to attend critically to the ^ompositioD, and partly by the 
8iinplicity» or at least the more artless structure, both of the preening 
aeoteoct^s and of the following. But if a discourse run in a continued 
string of antithesis, it is impossible the hearer should not become sen- 
sible of this particularity. The art is in that case quite naked. Then 
indeed the frequency of the figure renders it insipid, the sameness 
tiresome, and the artifice insufierable. 

The only original qualities of style which are excluded from no part 
of a performance, nay, which ought, on the contrary, to pervade the 
whole, are purity and perspicuity. The others are suited merely to 
particular subjects and occasions. And if this be true of the qualities 
themselves, it must certainly be true of the tropes and figures which 
are subservient to these qualities. In the art of cookery, those spi- 
ceries which give the highest relish must be used the most sparingly. 
Who then could endure a dish, wherein these were the only ingredi- 
ents ? There is no trope or figure that is not capable of a good efiect, 
I do not except those which are reckoned of the lowest value, allite- 
ration, paronomasis, or eveapun. But then the efiect depends entirely 
on the circumstances. If these are not properly adjusted, it is always 
difierent from what it was intended to be, and often the reverse. 

The antithesis in particular gives a kind of lustre and emphasis to 
the expression. It is the conviction of this that hath rendered some 
writers intemperate in the use of it. But the excess itself is an evi- 
deuce of its value. There is no risk of intemperance in using a liquor 
which hath neither spirit nor flavour. On the contrary, the richer the 
beverage is, the danger is the greater, and therefore it ought to be used 
with the greater caution. Quintilian hath remarked concerning the 
writings of Seneca, which are stufied with antithesis, that they 
abound in pleasant faults."* The example had not been dangerous, 
if the faults had not been pleasant. But the danger here was the 
greater, as the sentiments conveyed under these figures were ex- 
cellent. The thought recommended the expression. An admiration 
of the former insinuated a regard to the latter, with which it was so 
closely connected, and both very naturally engaged imitation. Hence 
Seneca is justly considered as one of the earliest corrupters of the 
Roman eloquence. And here we may remark by the way, that 
the language of any country is in no hazard of being corrupted by 
bad writers. The hazard is only when a writer of considerable 
talents hath not a perfect chastity of taste in composition ; but, as 
was the case of Seneca, afiects to excess what in itself is agreeable. 
Such a style, compared with the more manly elocution of Cicero, we 
call effemiiyate, as betraying a sort of feminine fondness for glitter 
and ornament. There is some danger that both French and English 
will be corrupted in the same manner. There have been some wri- 
ters of eminence in both, who might be charged, perhaps as justly as 
Seneca, with abounding in pleasant faults. 

But enough of the antithesis ; I return to the consideration of pe- 
riods in general. And on this head I shall only further remark, that 
when they consist of complex members, we must follow the same 
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rule in arranging the clauses of each member, in order to give all 
possible energy to the sentence, that we do in arranging the mem- 
bers of the period. By doing this, we shall never be in danger of 
thinking that the member is complete till it actually be so, just as by 
the structure of the period we are prevented from thinking the sen- 
tence finished before the end. A disappointment in the former case 
is of less moment, but it is still of some. In each it occasions a de- 
gree of languor which weakens the expression* 

I shall give an example of a period where, in one of the members, 
this rule is not observed. "Having already shown how the fancy is 
affected by the works of Nature, and afterwards considered in gene- 
ral both the works of Nature and of *Art \\ how they mutually assist and 
complete each othet^ || in forming such scenes and prospects J| as pre 
most apt to delight the mind of the beholder ; I shall in this paper 
throw together some reflections on that particular art, || which has a 
more immediate tendency than any other, || to produce those pleasures 
of the imagination, || which have hitherto been the subject of this dis- 
course."* This sentence is a period, agreeably to the definition for- 
merly given. Wherever we stop, the sentence is imperfect till we 
reach the end. But the members are not all composed according to 
the rule laid down. It consisteth of three members. The first ends 
at jyature, is a single clause, and therefore not affected by the rule ; 
the second is complex, consisting of several clauses, and ends at 6c- 
holder ; the third is also complex, and concludes the sentence. The 
last number cannot be faulty, else the sentences would be no period. 
The fault must then be in the structure of the second, which is evi- 
dently loose. That member^ though not tbe sentence, might con- 
clude, and a reader naturally supposes that it doth conclude, first at 
the word art, afterwards at the word other, both which are before its 
real conclusion. Such a composition, therefore, even in periods, oc- 
casions, though in a less degree, the same kind of disappointment to 
the reader, and consequently the same appearance of feebleness in 
the style, which result from long, loose, and complex sentences. A 
very little alteration in the faulty member will unite the clauses more 
intimately, and entirely remove the exception ; as thus, — — 
*♦ and afterwards considered in general, how, in forming such scenes 
and prospects as are most apt to delight the mind of the beholder, the 
works both of Nature and of Art mutually assist and complete each 
other." 

It may be thought, and justly too, that this care will sometimes 
make the expression appear elaborate. I shall only recommend it 
as one of the surest means of preventing this effect, to render the 
members as simple as possible, and particularly to avoid synonymas 
and redundancies, of which there are a few in the member now criti- 
cised. Such are^ scenes and prospects, cusist and complete, mutually 
and each other. With the aid of this reformation also, the whole pe« 
riod will appear much better compacted as follows : " Having already 
shown how the fancy is affected by the works of Nature ; and a^ 
terwards considered in general, || how in formingjsuch scenes as are 
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mo6t apt to delight the mind of the beholder, || the woriu both of Na* 
ture and of Art assist each other ; 1 shall io this paper throw to- 
gether some reflections oo that particular art, || which has a more im- 
mediate tendency than any other, || to produce those primary plea- 
sures of the imaginatioo, [|' which have hitherto been the subject oi 
this discourse.'' 



Part III. — ObwrvaHaiu im loo$e »enienee$. 

Iif complex sentences of looser composition, there is, as was ob- 
served, a much greater risk of falling into a languid manner. This 
may arise from different causes. First, even where the sentence in 
neither long nor complex, the members will sometimes appear dis- 
jointed. The consequence always is, that a hearer will at first be ia 
doubt, whether it be one sentence or more. Take the following for 
an example : ^ However, many who do not read themselves, | ara 
seduced by others that do; and thus become unbelievers upoQ 
trust, and at second hand; and this is too frequent a case."* The 
harmony of the members taken severally contribute to the bad efiect 
of the whole. The cadence is so perfect at the end both of the first 
member and of the second, that the reader is not only disappointed, but 
surprised, to find the sentence still unfinished. The additional 
clauses appear out of their proper pUce, like something that had 
been forgotten. 

Another cause of languor here is the excessive length of a sen- 
tence, and too many members. Indeed, wherever the sentiments of 
an author are not expressed in periods, the end of a member or clause* 
or even an intermediate word, as bath been observed already, may 
be the end of the sentence. Yet the commonness of such sentences, 
when they do not exceed an ordinary length, prevents in a great 
measure a too early expectation of the end. On the contrary, when 
they transgress all customary limits, the reader begins to grow im- 
patient, and to look for a full stop or breathing-placp at the end of 
every clause and member. An instance of this excess you have in 
the succeeding quotation : Though in yesterday's paper, we consid* 
ered how every thing that is great, new, or beautiful, is apt to affect 
the imagination with pleasure, we must own that it is impossible for 
us to assign the necessary cause of this p/easure, because we know 
neither the nature of an idea, nor the substance of a human soul^ 
which might help us to discover the conformity or disagreeableness 
of the one to the other ; and therefore, for want of such a light, all 
that we can do, in speculations of this kind, is, to reflect on those 
operations of the soul that are most agreeable^ and to range, under 
their proper heads, what is pleasing or displeasing to the mtnd, with- 
out being able to trace out the several necessary and efficient camts 
from whence the pleasure or displeasure arises."']* The reader will 
observe, that in this passage I have distinguished by italics all those 
words in the body of the sentence, no fewer than seven, at any of 
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which, if there were a full stop, the construction of the preceding 
part would be complete. The fault here is solely in the length of 
the whole, and in the number of the parts. The members them- 
selves are well connected. 

In the next example we have both the faults above mentioned in 
one sentence ^ " Last year a paper was brought here from England^ 
called a Dialogue between the Archbishop of Canterbury and Mr. 
Higgins^ which we ordered to be burnt by the common hangman^ a$ 
it well deserved^ though we have no more to do with his Grace of 
Canterbury, than you have with the Archbishop of Dublin^ whom 
you tamely suffer to be abused openhj^ and by name, by that paltry 
rascal of an observaior ; and lately upon an affiiir wherein he had no 
concern; I mean the business of_the missionary of Drogkeda^ 
wherein our excellent primate was engaged^ and did nothing but ac- 
cording to law and discretion."* Hardly will you find in any of the 
worst £nglish writers a more exceptionable sentence in point of 
composition than the preceding, which is taken from one of the 
best. The stops which might be in it will be found, on ad attentive 
perusal, to be no fewer than fourteen ; the clauses are exceedingly 
unequal, abrupt, and ill-compacted. Intricacy in the structure of a 
complex sentence might also be here exemplified as a cause of lan- 
guor. But as this errror never fails to create obscurity, it hath been 
considered already under a former head. 

Part IY. — Review of what has been deduced above in regard to ar* 

rangemeni, 

I HAV£ now briefly examined how far arrangement may contribute 
to vivacity, both in simple sentences and in complex, and from what 
principles in our nature it is that the effect ariseth. 

In this discussion I have had occasion to consider, in regard to 
simple sentences, the difference between what may properly be called 
the rhetorical and natural order, and that which I have denominated 
the artificial and grammatical, or the customary way of combining 
the words in any particular language. I have t)bserved, as to the 
former, and taken some pains to illustrate the observation, that it is 
universal, that it results from the frame of spirit in which the senti- 
ment, whatever it be, is spoken or written, that it is by consequence 
a sort of natural expression of that frame, and tends to communicate 
it to the hearer or the redder. I have observedr also, that this order, 
which alone deserves the name of Natural, is in every language more 
or less cramped by the artificial or conventional laws of arrangement 
in the language ; that, in this respect, the present languages of Eu- 
rope, as they allow less latitude, are considerably inferior to Greek 
and Latin, but that English is not a little superior in this particular 
to some of the most eminent of the modern tongues. I have shown 
also, that the artificial arrangement is different in different languages, 
and seems chiefly accommcKiated to such simple explanatiooi narra- 
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tion, and deductioD« as scarcelj admits the exertion either of fancy 
or of passion. 

In regard to complex senfences, both compound and decompound, 
I have remarked the difference between the loose sentence and the 
period ; I have observed the advantages and the disadvantages of 
each in point of vivacity, the occasions to which they are respect- 
ively suited, the rules to be observed in composing them, and the 
faults which, as tending to enervate the expression and tire the 
reader, ought carefully to be avoided. 1 have also made some re- 
marks on the different kinds of antithesis, and die uses to which they 
may properly be applied. 

Thus much shall suffice for the general illustration of this article, 
concerning the vivacity which results from arrangement. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF THE COMNBCtlVBS EMPLOT£D IH COMBINING THE PARTS OF A 

SENTENCE. 

I AM very sensible that the remarks contained in the preceding 
chapter, on the particular structure and the particular arrangement in 
sentences, whether simple or complex, which are most conducive to 
vivacity, however well these remarks are founded, and however much 
they may assist us in forming a judgement concerning any perform- 
ance under our review, are very far from exhausting this copious 
subject ; and stilV farther from being sufficient to regulate our prac- 
tice in composing. 

For this reason I judged that the observations on the nature and 
the management of connexive particles contained in this chapter and 
the succeeding, might prove an useful supplement to the two pre- 
ceding ones, (for they are connected with both,) and serve at once to 
enlarge our conceptions on this subject, and to assist our practice. 
At first, indeed, I have intended to comprehend both these chapters 
in the foregoing. But when I reflected, on the other hand, not only 
that they would swell that article far beyond the ordinary bounds, but 
that, however much the topics are related, the nature of the itivesti- 
gation contained in them is both different in itself, and must be dif^ 
ferently conducted, I thought it would have less the appearance of 
digrei^sion, and conduce more to perspicuity, to consider them seve- 
rally under their proper and discriminating titles. 

I need scarcely observe, that by connectives I mean all those 
terms and phrases, which are not themselves the signs of things, of 
operations, or of attributes, but by which, nevertheless, the words in 
the same clause, the clauses in the same member, the members in 
the same sentence, and even the sentences in the same discourse, 
are linked together, and the relations subsisting among them are sug- 
gested. The last of these connexions I reserve for the subject of 
the ensuing chapter ; all the rest I comprehend in this. The proper 
subject of this is the connectives of the several parts in the sentence ; 
the proper subject of the next is the connectives of the several sea- 
lences in the discourse. 
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SECTION I. 

• OF coif JUMCTIONS. 

It wtifl obsenred already coDceraing the connectives, that of all 
the parts of speech thej are the most uafhendlj to vivacity. In their 
nature they are the least considerable parts, as their value is merely 
secondary. Tet, in respect of the difficulty there is in culling and 
disposing thenii they often prove to an author the most considerable. 
In themselves they are but the taches which serve to unite the con- 
stituent parts in a sentence or a paragraph. Consequently, the less 
conspicuous they are the more perfect will the union of the parts be« 
and the more easily will the hearer glide, as it were, from one word, 
clause, or member of a period into another. The more observable 
they are, the less perfect will the union be, and the more difficulty 
will the hearer pass on from member to member, from clause to 
clause, and from word to word. The cohesion of the parts in a cabi- 
net or other piece of furniture seems always the more complete, the 
less the pegs and tacks so necessary to effect it, are exposed to view. 

It is a secret sense of the truth of this doctrine with regard to lan- 
guage, which imperceptibly, as the tasle improves in a nation, influ- 
eace^ their writers to prefer short to long conjunctions. With us in 
particular, it is the more necessary to attend to this circumstance, as 
the nouns and the verbs, which are the most significant words, are 
mostly monosyllables. For as every thing is judged by comparison, 
polysyllabic conjunctions must appear the more cumbersome on that 
very account. Happily enough at present our conjunctions and re- 
latives in most frequent use (for the last also are merely a species of 
connectives) are monosyllables.* A few which do not occur so 
often are dissyllables.! Almost all the polysyllabic conittnctions are 
now either disused altogether or occur but rarely. 

In the ancient style which obtained in this island, the conjunctioos 
were sometimes lengthened and rendered remarkable by combining 
them together. Thus the particle tkaU which is both a conjunction 
and a relative, was annexed to most of tbem^ Two centuries ago 
we should not have said, *AfUr I have spoken,'' but, JSLfier that I 
have spoken." In like manner we should then have scud, beeaUae 
thaU before^ that, although thai^ whiUi ihat^ iiulU ihat^ txapi ihati 
unless thatt since that^ and seeing thai. Sometimes they even used, 
if that, for that, and when that. This particle seems to have been 
addedi in order to distinguish the conjunction from the preposition or 

* Such are the following, in several of which the constituent syllable is also 
short, and, tu>Oy or, nor, nay, yea, but, yet, (/; tho\ U»t, than^oif ere, UU, sinee,^, 
for J that, whilst, when, who, whose, whom, which, whaL 

t These are, also, likewise, before, after, because, besides, further, again, unless, 

whereas, altho*. 

I These are, however, moreover, nevertheless, notwUhstandii^ that, insmnueh that^ 
cibeit, furthermore, forasmuch as. The three last may be counted obsolete^ except 
with scriveners. The rest cannot entirely be dispensed With. 
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the adverb, as the word to which it was annexed was oflen suscepti- 
ble of both uses, and sometimes of all the three.* But the event 
hath shown that this expedient is quite superfluous. The situation 
marks sufficiently the character of the particle, so that you will rare- 
ly find an ambiguity arising from this variety in the application. 
The disuse therefore of such an unnecessary appendage is a real 
improvement. 

The relatives, as was hinted before, partake of the nature of con- 
junction, both as they arB the instruments of linking the members of 
sentences together, and as they have no independent signification of 
their own. These, when in coupling the clauses of a paragraph they 
are joined with a preposition, form what may properly be termed a 
sort of complex conjunctions. Such are, according to the original 
form of the words, upon wkich^ vnto which^ mth ihaU which^ or, 
according to a method of combining entirely analogical in our lan- 
guage, whereupon^ whereunto, theretoiihi whereby. In the use of 
such drawling conjunctions, whether in the loose or in the compound 
form, there is a considerable risk, as is evident from the principles 
above explained, of rendering the sentence tiresome, and the expres- 
sion languid. 

Some writers, sensible of the eflTect, seem totally to have mistaken 
the cause. They have imputed the flatness to the combination, im- 
agining that the uncompounded form of the preposition and the pro-, 
noun would nowise affect the vivacity of the style. Lord Shaftes- 
bury was of this opinion, and his authority has misled other writers. 
His words are : ** They have of late, 'tis true, reformed in some 
measure the gouty joints and darning work o{whereunto\ whereby^a^ 
thereoP»^ tkerewitk^a, and the rest of this kind : by which compli- 
cated periods are so curiously strung, or hooked on, one to another, 
af\er the long-spun manner of the bar or pulpit "f Accordingly se- 
veral authors have been so far swayed by this judgement, as to con- 
demn, in every instance, this kind of composition of the adverbs 
where, here, and there, with prepositions. But if he would be satis- 
fied that the fault, where there is a fault, doth not lie in the composi- 
tion, let us make the experiment on one of the long-spun complicated 

The same maDner of forming the conjunctions is retained to this day, both 
in French and in Italian. They are in French, apres qtte, parce que^ avani que, 
bien que, de peur que, tandia que, jtuqv^a ce que, a mains que, depuii que, lort que ; 
in Italian, euhUo, ehi, perthio ehe^pHmo ehe, ehe,p«r tema ehe, mentre the, 

sin tanto che, aUro cKe, da che, gia na e^e. An effect of the improvement of 
taste, though not in the same degree, ma^ he ohietyed in both these languages, 
similar to that which hath been remarked in English. Some drawling conjunc- 
tions formerly used are now become obsolete, as in French, encore bien que^ 
bien entendu que, eomme mnri eoU que / m Italian, conci$ foete eoea eke, per Uh 
awd cosa che, gia sia coea che. The necessary aid of the particle que in French 
tor expressing the most different and even contrary relations hath induced their 
celebrated critic and grammarian Ahbb Girard to style it the conductive con- 
junction. The same appellation may be assigned with equal propriety to the 
ehe in Italian* 

t Misc. V. chap. I. For the same reason we should condemn the fuiiprtfftfer. 
quamobrem, qtumdoquidem, quemadmodum, of the Latin, whose conaposition and 
use are pretty similar. To these a good writer will not frequently recur : but their 
best authors have not thought fit to rtje^t thm altocethar. 
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periods of wkick the aathor speaks, by molfiag the vfkerenpom into 
upon whiek^hy amjmgimio wkicK for whm^mto^ and so of the rest, 
aod I am greatly deceived, if we find the darning work less coarse, 
or the joints less gouty, than they were before this correction. And 
if in any case the combined shall displease more than the primitive 
form, I suspect that the disuse will be found the cause and not die 
consequence of its displeasing. 

Compositions of thtt sort with dissyllabic prepositions are now 
mostly obsolete, and it would be silly to attempt to revive them. But 
with several of the monosyllabic prepositions they are still used. I 
shall therefore here offer a few arguments against dispossessing them 
of the ground which they still retain. First, they occasion a little 
variety. And even this, however inconsidemble, unless some in- 
convenience could be pleaded on the opposite side, <Hight, in con- 
junctions especially, for a reason to be given aAerwaids, to deter- 
mine the miuter. Secondly, they sometimes, without lengthening 
the sentence, interrupt a run of monosyllables, (a thing extremely 
disagreeable to some critics,) very opportunely substituting a dissyl- 
lable instead of two of the former. Thirdly, they in certain cases even 
prevent a little obscurity, or at least inelegance. It was observed on 
a former occasion, that when any relative occurs oftener than once in 
a sentence, it will seldom be compatible with the laws of perspicuity, 
that it should refer to different antecedents* And even if such 
change of the reference should not darken the sense, it rarely fails to 
injure the beauty of the eipression. Tet this fault in long periods 
and other complex sentences is often scarcely avoidable. Some- 
times the only way of avoiding it is by changing an of wkich^ in wkkh^ 
or by tokichf into whereof, w^eint or v^ureby. This will both pre- 
vent the too frequent recurrence of the syllable wkich^ none of the 
most grateful in the language ; and elude the apparent inaccuracy of 
using the same sound in reference to different things. Fourdily, 
more is sometimes expressed by the cmnpound than by the primitive 
form, and consequently there are occasions on which it ought to be 
preferred. The pronoun <Att, that^ and trUc&, do not so naturally 
refer to a clause or a sentence, as to a word : nor do the two first re- 
fer so naturally to a plural as to a singular ; whereas the compounds 
of here^ ihere^ and where^ do with equal propriety refer to all these. 
Few will pretend that the place of iktrefore would be properly sup- 
plied by for ihat^ or that u;t/fc what would be in every case an equiva- 
lent for xoherewiih ; or after this^ for hereafter ; but even in other 
instances not quite so clear, we shall on examination find a differ- 
ence. In such a sentence as this, for example, I flattered her va- 
nity, lied to her, and abused her companions, and thereby wrought 
myself gradually into her favour it is evident that the words by 
that would here be intolerable; and if you should say by these ac- 
tionsy or by so doings the expression would be remarkably heavier 
and more awkward. 

The genuine source of most of these modem refinements is, in my 
opinion, an excessive bias to every thing that bears a resemblance to 
what is found in France, and even a prejudice against eveiy thing to 
which there is nothing in France corresponding. 
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Whose rovmers still oar Undw aepidi nation 
Limps after, in base awkward imitation/ 

Hence it proceeds, that we not only adopt their words and idioms, 
but even imitate thieir defects, and act as if we thought it presump- 
tion to have any words or phrases of our own, to which they have 
nothing correspondent. I own that this may happen insensibly, 
without design or affectation on the part of our writers ; and that 
either from the close intercourse which we have with that nation, or 
from the great use that we make of their writings, and the practice 
now so frequent of translating them. But that I may not be thought 
unreasonable in imputing to this cause, what is not justly chargeable 
on it, I. shall specify in the margin a few inatances, wherein the penu- 
ry of the French language hath, in the way of which I am speaking, 
been hurtful to the English.! 

* Shakspeare, Richard 11. 

f The local adverbs are very properly classed with u?, as in Latin, into three 
orders, for denoting rest or motion tn a place, motion to it, and motion from it. 
In every one of these orders, there are three adverbs to denote this place, that 
place, and toAot, or *obich place, interrogatively or relatively. In Frenoh there 
are only two orders, the first and second being confounded. See the schema 
subjoined. 



1 2 3 I&« 3 

^ ^ C Here Hither Hence. ^ \ Ici B'ici. 

S< There Thiluer Thence; 8 < Lk- Delk. 

«§( Where Whither Whence, £ iOik D'oil. 



Since the Restoration, which I take to be neither the oply nor the eariiast, but 
the most successful era, in regard to the introduetion of French books, French 
sentiments, and French modes into this island, the adverbs of the first order 
have almost always been employed in conversation, and frequently in print, for 
those of the second. Thus we say, ^ Where are you going?" and sometimes, 
'*Corae A«ra,'* though the only proper advarba, in soeh cases, be whither^ and 
hither. Another instance the above scheme furnishes of the absurd tendency 
we have to imitate the French, even in thehr imperfections. The local adverbs 
of the third order are with them distinguished from those of the first and second 
only by prefixing the preposition de, which sij^ifies firom. This is manifestly . 
the origin of those pleonastic phrases in English, from henee, from thence^ and 
from whence, I shall . produce another evidence of the bad efifect of this pro« 
pensity. So many of Nature's worka are known to us by pairs, the sexes, for 
example, and the most of the organs and the members of the human body, andy- 
indeed, of every animal body, that it is natural, eyen in the simplest state of so- 
ciety, and in the rise of languages, to distinguish the dual number from the plu- 
ral. And though few languages have made, or, at least, retained this distmo- 
tion in the declension of nouns, yet most have observed it in the numeral adjao- 
tives. The English, in particular, have observed it with great.accuraoy as ap- 
pears from the annexeil scheme. 

When the discourse is of — two ; when it is of — several. 

Collectively - - - - - - — Both. All. 

Distributively — Each. — Every. 

Indiscriminately - - - - — Either. - - - - - —Any. 

Exclusively —Neither. —None. 

Relatively and Interrogatively — Whether. — Which, 

This, distinction in French hath been overlooked altogether, and in English is 
beginning, at least in some instances, to be confounded. Perhaps the word 
every will not be found in any good writer applied to two; but it is certain, that 
the word each hath usurped the place of every, and is now nsed promiscuously 
by writers of all denoouaations, whether it be («M or mora tiwt are apoken of. 
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I shall only subjoin here to these obsemUioDS* that if the where^ 
unions and iherewithata^ may be denominated the gouty joints of 
style, the vi2,% and the t. e.% and the e. for videUcet^ id est, and 
exempli ^atia, may not unfitly be termed its crutches. Like these 
wretched props, they are not only of foreign materials, but have a 
foreign aspect For as a stick can never be mistaken for a limb, 
though it may in a clumsy manner do the office of one, so these 
pitiful supplements can never be made to incorporate with the sen- 
tence, which they help in a bungling manner to hobble forwards. 

I proceed to exemplify further, in our own language, ^ general ob- 
servation made above, that an improvement of taste leads men insensi- 
bly to abbreviate those weaker parts of speech, the connexive parti- 
cles. I have remarked already the total suppression of the conjunc- 
tion thai after because^ before^ aUhaugh^ and many others of the same 
stamp, with which it was wont to be inseparably combined. But we 
have not stopt here. This particle is frequently omitted, when there 
is no other conjunctbn to connect the clauses, as in this example, 
** Did I not tell you positively, I would go myself?" In order to 
construe the sentence, we must supply the word thai after poaitivdy. 
Concerning this omission I shall just observe, what I would be un- 
derstood, in like manner, to observe concerning the omission of the 
relatives, to be mentioned afterwards, that though in conversation, 
comedy, and dialogue, such an ellipsis is graceful, when, without 
hurting perspicuity, it contributes to vivacity ; yet, wherever the na- 
ture of the composition requires dignity and precision in the style, 
this freedom is hardly to be risked. 

Another remarkable instance of our dtsKke to conjunctions is a 
method, for aught I know, peculiar to us ; by which the particles 
iho^ and if, when in construction with any of the tenses, compounded 
with hadf cauld^ vfouldf or should, are happily enough set aside as un- 

The pronominal adjective whether \b now quite obsolete, its place being supplied 
by to Ate A. About a centarjr and a half ago, whether was invariably used of two, 
as appears from all the writings of that period, and particularly from the trans- 
lation of theBiUe ; thus Matt. xzi. 31, " Whether of them twain did the will of 
his father and zxiii. 17. "Whether is greater, the gold, or the temple 7" The 
rest of this class have hitherto retained their places amon»»t as. How long 
they may continue to do so, it will be impossible to say. Indeed the clumsj 
manner in which these places are supplied in French doth perhaps account for 
our constancy, as it will prove, I hope, our security against a sudden change in 
this particular. It would sound extremely awkward in our ears, all the two, or 
the one or the other, and nor the one nor the other, which is a literal version of 
tous lei deux, ou /*un ou Vautre, and ni fun niPautre, the phrases whereby both 
either, and neither, are expressed in French. It may be said, custom softens 
every things, and what though several words thus fall into disuse, since experi- 
ence shows us that we can do without them 7 1 answer, first, change itself is 
bad, unless evidently for the belter; secondly, perspicuity is more efiectually 
secured by a greater choice of wordi, when the meanings are distinct ; thirdly, 
vivacity is promoted both by avoiding periphrasis, and by using words as much 
as possible limited in signincation totne things meant by the speaker; fourthly, 
in an abundance without confusion, there is always greater scope fot variety. 
And to come to the particular defect which gave rise to these observations, every 
body must be sensible, that the frequent recurrence in French to these uncouth 
sounds, quoi que qui quelque, and the like, doth not serve to recommend ths 
laflguage lo the ear of a stranger. 
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necessary. This is effected bj a small alteratioD in the arrangement. 
The nominative is shifted from its ordinary station before the auxilia- 
ry, and is placed immediately afler it, as^ m these words, Had I 
known the danger, I would not have engaged in the business ;" that 
is, **Ifl had known the danger." Should you remonstrate ever 
so loudly, I would not alter my resolution that is, Tho* you should 
remonstrate." The reason that this transposition cannot be admitted 
in the other tenses is, that in them it would occasion an ambiguity, 
and give the sentence the appearance of an interrogation, which it 
scarcely ever hath in the tenses above mentioned. Sometimes, in- 
deed, the preterimperfect admits this idiom, without rendering the 
expression ambiguous ; as in these words, ^ Did I but know his in- 
tention," for " If I did but know his intention." •* Were I present," 
for *^Ifl were present." The tense, however, in such instances, 
may more properly be termed an aorist, than a preterit of any kind ; 
and the mood is subjunctive. 



SECTION 11. 

OF OTHER CONNECTIVES. 

Now^ that I am speaking of the auxiliaries, it may not be amiss 
to remark, that they too, like the conjunctions, the relatives, and the 
prepositions, are but words of a secondary order. The signification 
of the verb is ascertained by the infinitive or the participle which fol- 
lows the auxiliar in the compound tenses of the active voice, and al- 
ways by the participle in the passive. The auxiliaries themselves 
serve only to modify the verb, by adding the circumstances of time, 
affirmation, supposition, interrogation, and some others. An abridge- 
ment in these, therefore, which are but weak, though nnt the weakest 
parts of discourse, conduceth to strengthen the expression. But there 
are not many cases wherein this is practicable. Sometin^es had sup- 
plies emphatically the place of would have, and were oC would be. An 
instance of the first we have in the words of Martha to our Saviour : 
" Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died."* The last 
clause would have been feebler, had it been, my brother would not 
have died." An example of the second is the words of the Israelites 
on hearing the report of the spies. Were it not better for us to re- 
turn into Egypt ?"t for *• Would it not be better I" 

But to come to the consideration of the relatives ; the first real im- 
provement which taste hath produced here is, the dismission of the 
article from its wonted attendance on the pronoun which. The defi- 
nite article could nowhere be less necessary, as the antecedent al- 
ways defines the meaning. Another effect of the same cause is the 
introduction of what instead of ihaJt which^ as, I remember what you 
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told me otfaenme, tiuU whkk you toU me**' Another is the ex- 
teodiog of the use of the word wikoM, by making it eerve ae the poe- 
sessive of the proooun tohich. 

The distinction between who and ufhich is now perfectly establish- 
ed in the language. The former relates only to persons* the latter 
to things. But this distinction, though a real advantage in point 
of perspicuity and precision, affects not much the vivacity of the style. 
The possessive of who is properly toAote, the pronoun wkichf origi- 
nally indeclinable, had no possessive. This want was supplied in 
the common periphrastic manner, by the help of the preposition and 
the article. But as this could not fail to enfeeble the expression, 
when so much time was given to mere conjunctives, all our best au- 
thors, both in prose and in verse, have come now regularly to adopt, in 
such cases* the possessive of who ; and thus have substituted one 
syllable in the room of three, as in the example following : Philoso- 
phy, whoM end is to instruct us in the knowledge of JVature," — » 
for, Philosophyi the end of which is to instruct us." — Some gram- 
marians remonstrate. But it ought to be remembered, that use well 
established must give law to gra^mmar, and not grammar to use. 
Nor is this acceptation of the word toWe of recent introduction into 
the language, it occurs even in Shakspeare, and almost uniformly 
in authors of any character since his time. Neither does their ap- 
pear to be any inconvenience arising from this usage. The con- 
nexion with the antecedent is commonly so close as to remove all 
possible ambiguity. If, however, in any instance, the application 
should appear ambiguous, in that instance, without question, the pe- 
riphrasis ought to be preferred. But the term thus applied to things 
could not be considered as improper, any longer than it was by gene- 
ral use peculiarly appropriated to persons, and, therefore, considered 
merely as an inflection of the pronoun who. Now, that cannot be af- 
firmed to be the case at present. 

Though to limit the signification of the pronouns would at first 
seem conducive to precision, it may sometimes be followed \^iih the 
conveniences which would more than counterbalance the advantage. 

ThaU^^ says Dr. Lowth, is used indifferently both of persons and 
things, but perhaps would be more properly confined to the latter,"* 
Yet there are cases wherein we cannot conveniently dispense with 
this relative as applied to persons ; as first, aAer who the interroga- 
tive. Who thai has any sense of religion, would have argued thus 
Secondly, when persons make but a part of the antecedent : The 
men and things that he hath studied, have not contributed to the im- 
provement of his morals." In neither of these examples could any 
other relative be used. In the instances specified by Dr. Priestley,t 
the ihaU if not necessary, is at least more elegant than the who. The 
first is after a superlative, as He was the fittest person that could 
then be found ;" the second is after the pronominal adjective the 
same ; as, He is the same man that you saw before." And it is 
• even probable that these are not the only cases. 

The possessive its of the neuter personal pronoun t7, hath contri- 
buted in the same way, though not a relative, both to abbreviate and 
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to invigorate the idiom of the present age. It is not above a century 
and a half since this possessive was brought into use. Accordingly, 
you will not find it in all the vulgar translation of the Efible. Its 
place there is always supplied eitl^r by the article and the preposi- 
tion, as in these words : They are of those that rebel against the 
light : they know not the ways thereof, nor abide in the paths there- 
of^"* for they know not Ha ways, nor abide in its paths or by the 
possessive of the masculine, as in this verse ! The sHar of burnt* 
offerings with all hie furniture, and the laver and hie foot.'^l The 
first method is formal and languid ; the second must appear awk- 
ward to £ngUsh ears, because very unsuitable to the genius of the 
language, which never, unless in the figurative style, as is well ob- 
served by Mr. Harris,! ascribes gender to suoh things as are neither 
reasonable beings, nor susceptible of sex. 

The only other instance of abbreviation which I Recollect in the 
pronouns is, the frequent suppression of the relatives who^ wham^ and 
which. This, I imagine, is an ellipsis peculiar to the £nglish, though 
it may be exemplified fi-om authors of the first note ; and that too in 
all the cases following : first, when the pronoun is Uie nominative to 
the verb ; secondly, when it is the accusative of an active verb ; and, 
thirdly, when it is governed by a preposition. Of the first case, 
which is rather the most unfavourable of the three, you have an ex- 
ample in these words, ^* I had several men died in my ship of calen- 
tures,"§ for, who died." Of the second, which is the most tolerable, 
in these, '^They who effect to guess at the objects they cannot see,"|| 
for which they cannot see." Of the third, in these, To contain 
the spirit of anser is the worthiest discipline we can put ourselves 
to,"ir for " to tohich we can put ourselves." Sometimes, especially 
in verse, both the preposition and the pronoun are omitted, as in the 
speech of Cardinal Wolsey, after his disgrace : 

Had I but serv'd my God with half the zeal 
I serv'd my king.** 

To complete the construction of this member of the sentence^ the 
words with which must be supplied immediately after*' zeal." — Con- 
cerning this idiom I shall only observe in general, that as it is the 
most licentious, and therefore the most exceptionable in the lan?- 
guage, it ought to be used very cautiously. In some cases it may 
occasion obscurity ; in others, by giving a maimed appearance to 
the sentence, it may occasion inelegance. In both these it ought 
carefully to be avoided, ft 

• Job xxiv. 13. t Exod. xxxi. 9. ' 

t Hermes. § Qui. Trav. Honyhnhmns. 

II Bol. Pha.E8«II.k T Spectator, No. 43a T. 

** Shakspeare'8 Heniy Vm. 
ft In French, by an idiom not unlike, the antecedent is often dropt, and the 
relative retained, as in this example, " II ne faut jpas se fier A qui e. beaucoup 
d'ambition.'' ** A qui,** for " & eeltd qnl** The idioih is not the same in lulian, 
for thou^ the antecedent is sometimes dropt, there if properly no eHipsis, aa 
the relative is changed ; as thus, Lo stanipetoTe a dd legge,** for ^'•flui^keJ' 
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The only other part of speech which partakes of the weakness re- 
marked in conjunctions, relatives, and auxiliary verbs, is prepositions. 
These are expressive of the relations which the substantives, as the 
signs of things, bear to one another, or to the vertM, the symbols of 
agency with which they are construed. They answer the same pur- 
pose in connecting words, which the ceojunctions answer in con* 
necling clauses. For the same reason the shorter these particles 
are, they are the better. The less time you bestow on the insignifi- 
cant parts of a sentence, the more signifiM^t will the whole appear. 
Accordingly, in all languages the prepositions are commonly among 
their shortest words. With us such of them as are in most frequent 
ose, consist of one short syllable only.* And even those which oc- 
cur seldoroer rarely exceed two syllables.t 

On this part of speech the improvements have not been so con- 
sidereble (nor was there equal need,) as on the conjunctions and ihm 

This U exactly riniilar to the Engliih wM or thai wkML By poetic Ucense there 
b eometimea ad ellipeie of the antecedent in Englieh vene» as in thitline of 
deo, Georg. t. 

Which wAe would learn ae aoon may tell the Bands. 

Who for he who. More rarely when the antecedent is the re^^en of a verb, as 

I gladly shonn'd, wAs |^adly fled from me. Kom. and Juliet 

* Such as, si, in, of ^ from, iiU, to, for, ikrvugh, tuar, with, on, pff, 
t Such are, obaot, hdom, "ionff aeroMM, tmUd, wround, beyond, wWdn, vfUkoMt, 
htiide, mnonf, between, except, ft may not he amiss to observe, that though the 
Frendi in me commonest prepositions have the advantage of us bjr reason of 
their frequent elisions, the cosjitaon of some of them with the article, and their 
pronominal particles « and en, they have nevertheless, xreatljr the disadvantage 
m the less common, which with them are notso piopeiiy oenominatedprepositions 
as prepositive phrases that supply the place of prepositions. In evidence of this 
take the French translation or all the dissyllabic prepositions shove mentioned, 
except the four last These are, au desnu de, au dettout de, U long de, ou trenert 
de, au mUieu de, mdour de, ou dda de, mt dedmu de, am dehors de. On compar- 
ing the two languages merely in point of vivacity, the French, I think,-exoels in 
the colloquial and epistolary style, where the recurrence must he frequent ta 
those petty aids of discourse, the prepositions 6rst mentioned, and where there 
is little scope for composition, as there are almost no complex sentences. The 
English, on the contrary, excels in the more elaborate style of history, philoso- 
phy, and oratory, where a greater variety of prepositions is needed, snd where 
there is more freauent occasion of recuning to the conjunctions. These, indeed, 
are rather unwieldy in French ; and I am not sure but a tacit conviction of this 
is the cause that a sort of detached aphoristic style is ^tting much into vo^ue 
with their authors. I shall remark here, also, that their vivacity of expression 
is often attained at the expense of perspicuity. <* La personne qui Faime," 
may mean either, "The person who loves him,** "The person who loves her,*' 
or, " The person who loves it'* Nav, more, though there is a difference in writing 
between qui Pahne and qu*U aime^ there is no di&rence in sound, and therefore 
the same phrase spoken may also mean, ''The person whom he loves." In 
Italian there are several periphrastic prepositions in the same taste with the 
French, as a Vintomo di, diladi,in mezzo di, dentro di,fuar% di, di topra di, di 
iotto di. There are only two prepoMitions in French which we are obliged to 
express by circumlocution. These are, ehez, at the house of» and selon^ accord- 
ing to. 



CRAP. IV.] OF RHETORIC. ST7 

relatives. Yef eVen here tlie progress of tiustd hath not been en- 
tirely without efl^ct. The mlU atfd unto are now almost always, 
and the upon, very often, contracted into iiU and to, and on. The to 
and the for are in some cases, without occasioning any inconve- 
nience, and with a sensible advantage in point of energy, discarded 
altogether. Thus we say, «* Forgive ua bur debts,'' and not "forgive 
to U8 our debts." ** I have gotten you a license,'' and not •* I have 
gotten a license for you,^ The same manner hath also obtained in 
some other modern tongues. What 1 am next to mention is pecu- 
liar to us, the preposition of is frequently supplied by the possessive 
case of the noiin. Lastly, which is a real acquisition in respect of 
vivacity, when two or more nouris are conjoined in the same con- 
struction, it is not necessary in English as iil French, that the prepo« 
sition of the first be repeated before each of the subsequent nouns. 
This ought to be done only in those cases Wherein either perspicuity 
or harmony requires it. 

Now that I am o» the subject of the prepositions, it will not be 
improper to consider a peculiarity which is often to be found with us 
in their arrangement. In every oifaer language the preposition is al- 
most constantly prefixed to the n6tjin which it governs ; in English 
it is sometimes placed not only after the noun, but at a considerable 
distance from it, as in the following example : " The infirmary waa 
indeed never so full as on this day, tokhh I was at sonie loss to ac- 
count ybr, till, upon my going abroad, I observed that it was an east- 
erly wind."* Here no fewer than seven words intervene between 
the relative which and the preposition for belonging to it. Besides, 
the preposition doth not here precede its regimen, but follow it. One 
would imagine, to consider the matter abstractly, that this could not 
fail in a language like ours, which admits so fbw inflections, to create 
obscurity. Yet this, in fact, is seldom Or never the consequence. 
Indeed, the singularity of theidtom hath made some critics condemn 
it absolutely. That there is^ nothing analogous in any known tongue, 
ancient or rnodem, hath appeared to diem a safiicient reason^. I own 
it never appeared so to me.^ 

If we examine the matter independently of custoni, we shall find 
that the preposition is just as closely connected with the word, whe- 
ther verb or noun, governing, as with the word, whether noun or pro- 
noun, governed. It is always expressive of the relation vdiich the 
one bears to the other, or of the action of the one upon the other. — 
And as the cause in the order of Nature precedes the effect, the most 
proper situation for the preposition is immediately after the word 
governing, and before the word governed. This will accordingly in 
all languages be found the most common situation. But there are 
cases in all languages, wherein it is even necessary, that the word 
^verning should come after the word governed. In such cases it 
is impossible that the preposition should be situated as above de- 
scribed. Only half of the description is then attainable ; and the 
speaker is reduced to this alternative ; either to make the preposition 
follow tile Word governing, in which case it must be detached from 
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th* word governed ; or to mtke U precede the word go?emed, in 
which case it must be detached from the word govermiig. The 
choice in itaelf arbitrary cuntoin hath determitted in every tongue* 

But will it be admitted as a maxima that the custom of one lan- 
guage* or even of ever so many, may be urged as a rule in another lan- 
guage* wherein no such custom hath ever obtained 1 An argument 
foiinided on so false a principle, must certainly be inconclusive* — 
With us indeed either arrangement is good ; but I suspect that to 
make the prepoeitkm follow the word governing, is more suitable 
than the other to the original idiom of the tonguct as in fact it pre- 
vails more in conversation* The most common case wherein there 
is scope for election is with the relatives whom and wkieh; since 
these, as in tbe example quoted, must necessarily precede ibfi go- 
verning verb or noun. But this is not the only case. Tivacity re- 
quires sometimes, as hath been shown above, that even the governed 
part, if it be that which chiefly fixes the attention of the speaker, 
should stand foremost in the sentence* Let the following serve as 
an example : ^ The wum whom you were so anxious to discover, I 
have at length got information o/I'* We have here indeed a consi- 
derable hyperbaton, as grammarians term it ; there being no less 
than thirteen words interposed between the noun and the preposition. 
Tot whether the expression can be altered for the better, will perhaps 
be questioned. Shall we say, ^^CfHu wum whom you were so anx- 
ious to discover, I have at length got information." Who sees not 
that by this small alteration, not ooJy is the vivacity destroyed, but 
the expression is rendered stiff and formal, and therefore ill adapted 
to the style of converaation 1 Shall we then restore what is called 
the grammatical, because the most common order, and say, I have 
at length gotten information of the man whom you were so anxious 
to discover The arrangement here is unexceptionable, but the 
expression is unanimated* There is in the firat manner something 
that displays an ardour in the speaker to be the messenger of good 
news. Of this character there are no traces in the last ; and in the 
second there is a cold and studied formality v^eh would make it 
appear intolerable. So much is in the power merely of arrangement. 
Ought we then always to prefer this way of placing the preposition 
a(\er the governing word 1 By no means. Tliore ara cases wherein 
this is preferable. There are cases wherein the other way is prefer- 
able. In general, the former suits better the familiar and easy style 
which copies the dialect of converaation ; the latter more befits the 
elaborate and solemn diction, which requires somewhat of dignity and 
pomp. 

But to what purpose, I prey, those criticisms which serve only to 
narrow our range, where thera would be no danger of a trespass, 
though we were indulged with more liberty? Is it that the genius of 
our language doth not sufficiently cramp us without these additional 
restraints 1 But it is the unhappiness of the generality of critics, that 
when two modes of expressing the same thing come under their con- 
sideration, of which one appeara to them preferable, the other is coft- 
demned in gross, as wh9i ought to be reprobated in every instance* 
A few contractions have been adopted by some writera which appear 
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harsh and affected f and all contractions without exception must be 
rejected, though ever so easy and natttrai, and though evidently con- 
ducing to enliven the expression.* One order of the words in a par- 
ttcular example seems worthy of the preference ; and it must be es- 
tablished as a rule, that no other order in any case is to be admitted. 

But we are not peculiar in this disposition, though we may be pe- 
culiar in some of our ways of exerting it. The French critics, and 
even the academy, have proceeded, if not always in the same man- 
ner, on much the same principle in the improvements they have made 
on their language. They have indeed cleared it of many, not of aH 
their low idioms, cant phrases, and useless anomalies ; they have 

* About the beginning of the present century, the tendency to contrast onr 
words, especially in the compound tenses of the verbs, was undoubtedly exces- 
sive. The worst of it was, that most of the contractions, were effected by ex* 
punging the vowels, even where there was no hiatus, and by flashing together 
consonants of most obdurate sound, as Swill calls them. This produced the 
animadversion of some of our ablest pens, Addison, Swift, Pope, and others, 
whose concurritig sentiments have operated so strongly on the public, that con* 
tractions of every kind have ever since been in disgrace, even those of easy pro- 
nunciation, and which had been in use lon^ before. Yet eur accumulated auz* 
iliaries seemed to require something of this kind. And though I am sensible 
thai %oasn\ didn% thoMti% and cmddn% are intolerably bad, there are others 
of more pleasant sound, to which our critics, without any mjury to the Innguage, 
might have given a pass. Oi| the contrary, even those elisions whereby the 
sound is improved, as when the succession of an initial to a final vowel is pre- 
vented, (which in all languages men have a natural propensity to avoid by con- 
tracting,) as Pm for /am; or when a feeble vowel is suppressed without harsh- 
ness, as in the last syllable of the preterits of our regular verbs (which without 
a oontractioQ we can never bear in verse;) or when some of our rougher con- 
sonants are cut off after other consonants, as 'em for them ; (these I say) have 
all shared the same fate. Some indulgence, I think, may still be given to the 
more familiar style of dialogues, letters, essays, and even of popular addresses, 
which like comedy are formed on the dialect of conversation. lu this dialect, 
wherein all lan^ages originate, the eagerness of conveying one's sentiments, 
the rapidity and ease of utterance, necessarily produce such abbreviations. It 
appears indeed so natural, that I think it' requires, that |)eopIe be more than 
commonly phlegmatic, not to say stupid, ^o be able to avoid them. Upon the 
whole, therefore, this tendency, in myopinion, ought to have been checked and 
regulated, but not entirely crushed. Tnat contracting serves to improve the ex« 
pression in vivacity is manifest ; it was necessary only to take care, that it might 
not hurt it in harmony or in perspicuity. It is certainly this which constitutes 
one of the greatest beauties in French dialogue; as by means of it, what in other 
languages is expressed by a pronoun and a preposition, they sometimes convey 
not by a single syllable, but by a single letter. At the same time it must be 
owned, they have never admitted contractions, that could justly be denomi- 
nated harsh ; that they have not, on the other hand, been equally careful to 
avoid such as are equivocal, hath been observed already. We are apt to ima^ 
sine, that there is something in the elision of letters and contraction or syllables, 
Uiat is particularly unsuitimle to the grave and solemn style. This notion of 
ours is, I suspect, more the consequence of the disuse than the cause ; since such 
abbreviations do not offend the severest critic, when they occur in books writ- 
ten in an ancient or a foreign language. Even the sacred penmen have-not dis- 
dained to adopt them into the simple, but very serious style of holy writ Wit- 
ness the «ayfa) for KQi tyoif air' </<•« for tan cjuov, «airc<yo$ for km unwot, and many 
others. No doubt desuetude alone is sufficient to create an unsuitableness in 
any language. I will admit further, that there is some convenience in discrimi- 
nating the different characters of writing by some such differences in the style. 
For both these reasons, I should not now with to see them revived in perform* 
ucef of a ienoas or folenm Mtara. 
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feodcffod tbe atjrle in the main more perspicuous, more grammatical, 
mad more precise tbao it was before. But they have oot known where 
to stop. Their criticisms oAen degenerate into refinements, and 
every thing is carried to excess. If one mode of construction, or 
form of expression, hath been lucky enough to please those arbitra- 
tors of the public taste, and to obtain their sanctioo, no different mode 
or form must expect so much as a toleration* What is the conse* 
queoce ? They have purified their language ; at the same time they 
have impoverished it, and have, ip a considerable measure, reduced 
all kinds of composition to a tasteless uniformity. Accordingly, in 
perhaps no language, ancient or modem, will you find so little varie- 
ty of expression in the various kinds of writing, as in French. In 
prose and verse, in philosophy and romance, in tragedy and comedy, 
in epic and pastoral, the difference may be very great in the senti- 
ments, but it is nothing, or next to nothing, in the style. 

Is this insipid sameness to be envied them as an excellence t Or 
shall we Britons, who are lovers of freedom almost to idolatry, volun- 
tarily hamper ourselves iu the trammels of the French academy 1 
Not that I think we should disdain to receive instruction from any 
quarter, from neighbours, or even from enemies. But as we re- 
nounce implicit faith in more important mattefs, let us renounce it 
here too. Before we adopt any new measure or limitation, by the 
practice of whatever nation it comes recommended to us, let us give 
it an impartial examination, that we may not, like servile imitators, 
copy the bad with the good. The rules of our language should 
breathe the same spirit with the laws of our country. They ought 
to prove bars against licentiousness, without being cheeks to hberty. 



SECTION III. 

MODERN LANGUAGES COMPARED WITH GREEK AND LATIN, PARTI* 
CULARLT IN REGARD TO THE COMPOSITION OF SENTENCES. 

Before I conclude this chapter, I must beg leave to offer a few 
general remarks on the comparison of modem languages with Greek 
and Latin. This I am the rather disposed to do, that it will serve 
further to illustrate the principles above laid down. I make no doubt 
but the former have some advantage in respect of perspicuity. I 
think not only that the disposition of the words, according to certain 
stated rules, may be made more effectually to secure t^ sentence 
against ambiguous construction, than can be done merely by inflec- 
tion ; but that an habitual method of arranging words which are in a 
certain way related to one another, must, from the natural influence 
of habit, on the principle of association, even where there is no risk 
of misconstruction, more quickly suggest the meaning, than can be 
done in the freer and more varied methods made use of in those an- 
cient languages. This holds especially with regard to Latin, whereio 
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the number of equivocal inflections is considerably grealer (ban iR 
Greek ; and wherein there are no articles, which are of unspeakable 
advantage, as for several other purposes, so in particular for ascer- 
taining the construction. But whilst the latter, though in this re- 
spect inferior, are, when skilfully managed, by no means ill adapted 
for perspicuous expression, {hey are, in respect of vivacity, elegance, 
animation, and variety of harmony, incomparably superior. I shall 
at present consider their advantage principally in point of vivacity, 
which in a great measure, when the subject is of ^uch a nature as to 
excite passion, secures animation also. 

In the first place, the brevity that is attainable in these languages, 
gives tl^m an immense superiority. Some testimonies in confirma- 
tion of this remark may be obtained by comparing the Latin exam- 
pies of antithesis quoted in the notes of tho third section of the pre- 
ceding chapter, with any English translation that can be- made of 
these passages. And I suspect, if a version were attempted into 
any other European tongue, the success would not be nruich better. 
It is remarkable, that in any inscription in which it is intended to 
convey something striking or emphatical, we can scarcely endure a 
modern language. Latin is almost invariably employed for this pur- 
pose in all the nations of Europe. Nor is this the efiect of caprice 
or pedantry, as some perhaps will be apt to imagine. Neither does 
it proceed merely, as others will suppose, from the opinion that that 
language is more universally understood ; for I suspect that this is a 
prerogative which will be warmly contested by the French ; but it 
proceeds from the general conviction there is, of its superiority in 
point of vivacity. That we may be satisfied of this, let us make the 
trial, by translating any of the best Latin inscriptions or mottoes which 
we remember, and we shall quickly perceive, that what charms us, 
expressed in their idiom, is scarcely supportable when rendered into 
our own.* The luggage of particles, such as pronouns, prepositions, 

* Let ua make the experiment on the inBcriptions of some of the best devices 
or emblems that are extant. I shaU give a few examples for iUustration's sake, 
from the sixth of Bouhours' EntrtUent d'Ariste el d'Eugene, called Lea Devi- 
aes. The first shall be, that of a starry sky without the moon, as feprescDting 
an assembly of the fair, in which the lover finds not the object of his pastiion. 
The motto is, " Non mille qaod abfens.»» In English we must say, " A thou- 
sand cannot equal one that is absent.*' Another instance shall be that of a 
rock in the midst of a tempestuous sea, to denote a hero who with facility baf« 
fles all the assaults of his enemies. The motto, " Conantia frangere frangit" 
In English, I break the things which attempt to break me." In this example, 
we are obliged to change the person of the verb, that the words may be equal- 
ly appUcable, both in 3ie literal sense and in the figurativr, an essential point 
in this exercise of ingenuity. The personal pronoun in our language must al- 
ways be expressed before the verb. Now, the neuter it will not apply to the 
hero, nor the masculine he to the rock ; whereas the first person applies equally 
to both. The third instance shall be that of the aas eating thistles, as an em- 
blem of a parasite who serves as a butt to the company that entertain him. 
The motto, " Pungant dum saturent" In English, "Let them sting me, pro- 
vided they fill my belly/' In all these, how nervous is the expression in the 
original ; how spiritless in the translation 1 Nor is this recourse to a multitud* 
of words peculiar to us. All European languages labour, though not e<jually, 
under the same inconvenience. For the French, take Bouhours' version of 
the preceding mottoesi The first is, " MiHe ae valent pas ce que vaut une a^ 
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and auxiliary verbs, from which it is impossible for us entirely to dis- 
encumber ourselves, clogs the expression, and enervates the senti- 
ment. 

But it is not in respect of brevity only that the ancient tongues above 
mentioned are capable of a more vivid diction than the modern. For 
when, in the declensions and conjugations, the inflection, as is fre- 
quently the case, is attended with an increase of the number of syl- 
lables, the expression on the whole cannot always be denominated 
briefer, even when it consists of fewer words. However, as was ob- 
served before, when the construction is chiefly determined by inflec- 
tion, there is much ampler scope for choice in the arrangement, and 
consequently the speaker hath it much more in his power toigive the 
sentence that turn which will serve most to enliven it.. 

But even this is not all the advantage they derive from this particu- 
larity in their structure. The various terminations of the same word, 
whether verb or noun, are always conceived to be more intimately 
united with the term which they serve to lengthen, than the additional, 
detached, and in themselves insignificant, syllables or particles, 
which we are obliged to employ as connectives to our significant 
words. Our method gives almost the same exposure to the one as 
to the other, making the insignificant parts and the significant equally 
conspicuous ; theirs much oftener sinks, as it were, the former into 
die latter, at once preserving their use and hiding their weakness. 
Our modern languages may, in this respect, be compared to the art 
of carpentry in its rudest state, when the onion of tlie materials em- 
ployed by tbe artisan could be effected only by the help of those ex- 
ternal and coarse implements, pins, nails, and cramps. The ancient 
lan|2;uages resemble the same art in its most improved state, afler the 
invention of dovetail joints, grooves, and mortices, when thus all the 
principal junctions are effected by fbrming properly the extremities 
or terminations of the pieces to be joined. For by means of these 
the union of the parts is rendered closer, whilst that by which their 
union is produced is scarcely perceivable. 

Addison, if I remember right, somewhere compares an epic poem, 
(and the same holds, though in a lower degree, of every other litera- 
ry production,) written in Greek or in Latin, to a magnificent edifice, 
built of marble, porphyry, or granite, and contrasts with it such a 
poem of performance in one of our modern languages, which he 
likens to such a building executed in freestone, or any of those 
coarser kinds of stone which abound in some northern climates. 
The latter may be made to answer all the essential pHrposes of ac- 
commodation as well as the former, but as the materials of which it 

Bente.'* The second, " II brise cc qui fait cflbrt pour le briser." This version 
is not perfectly adequate. The Latin implies a number of enemies, which is 
implied here. Better thus, ** 11 brise les choses qui fbnt effort pour le briser.** 
The third is, *' Clu'ils me piquent, pourvu qu'ils me saouYllent" These are in no 
respect superior to the £n:j;lish. The Italian and the Spanish answer here a little 
belter. Bouhours himself, who is extremely unwillingi even in the smallest 
matters, to acknowledge any thing like a defect or imperfection in the French 
tongue, is, nevertheless, constrained to admit, that it is not well adapted for fur- 
nishing sach mottoes and inscriptioni. 
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is constf uoted are not capable of receiving die same polish, and con« 
sequently cannot admit some of the finer decorations, it^wiJiqot only 
be inferior in beauty, but its imitative ornaments will be mudh less 
lively and expressive. It may, nevertheless, be equal to the other 
both in grandeur and in utility. If the representations that have been 
given of the Chinese language are genuine, if all their words are mo- 
nosyllabic and indeclinable, if every relation and circumstance, even 
time and number, must be expressed by separate particles, I should 
think a performance in their tongue might be justly compared to a 
building in brick, which may be both -neat and convenient, but which 
hardly admits the highly ornamental finishing of any order of archi- 
tecture, or indeed any other species of beauty th&n that resulting: 
from the perception of fitness. But this only by the way. 

If I might be indulged one other similitude, 1 should remark, that 
the difference between the ancient Greek and Latin, and the modern 
European languages, is extremely analogous to the difference there 
is between their garb and ours. The latter will perhaps be admitted 
to be equally commodious, possibly for some purposes more so ; but 
with its trumpery of buttons and button-holes, ligatures and plaits 
formerly opposed to one another, it is stiff and unnatural in its ap- 
pearance ; whereas the e^sy flow and continually varied foldings of 
the former, are at once more graceful, and better adapted for exhibit- 
ing nature in shape, attitude, and motion, to advantage. The human 
figure is, I may say, burlesqued in the one habit, and adorned by the 
other. Custom, which can conciliate us to any thing, prevents us 
from seeing this in ourselves and in one another ; but we quickly 
perceive the difference in pictures and statues. Nor is there a painter 
or a statuary of eminence who is not perfectly sensible of the odds, 
and who would not think his art degraded in being employed to ex- 
hibit the reigning mode. Nay, in regard to the trifling changes, for 
they are but trifling, which fashion is daily making on our garments, 
how soon are we ourselves broiight to think ridiculous, what we 
accounted proper, not to say elegant, but two or three years ago ; 
whereas no difference in the fashions of the times and of the country 
can ever bring a man of taste to consider the drapery of the toga or 
of the pallium as any way iudicrous or offensive. 

Perhaps I have carried the comparison fiirther than was at first in- 
tended. What hath been said, however, more regards the form or 
structure, than the matter of the languages compared. Notwith- 
standing the preference given above in point of form to the ancient 
tongues, the modern may, in point of matter, (or the words of which 
the language is composed,) be superior 1o them. I am inclined to 
think that this is actually the case of some of the present European 
tongues. The materials which constitute the riches of a language 
will always bear a proportion to the acquisitions in knowledge made 
by the people. For this reason, I should not hesitate to pronounce 
that English is considerably richer than Latin, and in the main fitter 
for all the subtile disquisitions both of philosophy and of criticism. If 
I am more doubtful in regard to the preference, when our tongue is 
compared with Greek, notwithstanding the superiority of our know- 
ledge in arts and sciences, the reason of my doubt is, the amazing 
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ductilitj of thftl langoage, by which it was adapted to express easilj 
io derivations and compositions, new indeed l>tit quite analogical, and 
therefore quite intelligible, any discoreries in the sciences, or inven- 
tion in the arts, that might at any time be made in their own, or im- 
ported from foreign countries. Nay, it would seem to be a general 
conviction of this distinguishing ezceHence, that hath made Euro- 
peans almost universally recur to Greek, for a supply of names to 
those things which are ef modem invention, and with which the Gre- 
cians themselves never were acquainted ; such as microscope, tele- 
scope, barometer, thermometer, and a thousand others. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OP THE CONNBCTlVSfl EMPLOTE0 IN COMBINING THE BENTENCEi 

IN A DISCOURSE. 

In the preceding chapter I have discunsed what I had to offer on 
the manner of connecting the words, tl^e clauses, and the members 
of a sentence. I intend in the present chapter to consider the vari- 
ous manners of connecting the sentences in a discourse, and to make 
some remarks on this subject, for the assistance of the composer, 
which are humbly submitted to the judgement of the reader. 



SECTION I. 

THE NBCB88ITT Ot CONNECTIVES POR THIS P0RPO8E. 

It will Btoarcely be doubted by any person of discernment, that as 
there should always be a natural connexion in the sentiments of a 
discourse, there should generally be corresponding to this an artifi^ 
ciai connexion in the signiE^. Withont such a connexion the whole 
will appear a sort of patchwoili, and not a nniform piece. To such 
a style we might justly apply the censure which the emperor Cali- 
gula gave of Seneca's, that it is sand without lime,"* the parts 
having no cohesion. As to the connexion of periods and other sen- 
tences, it is formed, like that of words, clauses, and members, mostly 
by conjunctions, frequently by pronouns, the demonstrative especial- 
ly,! and sometimes by other methods, of which I shall soon have oc- 
casion to take notice. 

When iacts are related in continuation, or when one argument, re- 
mark, or illustration, is with the same view produced after another, 
the conjunction is a ceputaihe.'l If the sentiment in the second sen- 
tence is in any way opposed to that which immediately precedes, an 
adversaiivt is employed to conjoin them.§ If it is produced as an 
exception, there are also exceptive conjunctions for the purpose. |t 
Both the last-mentioned orders are comprehended under the general 
name di$junctive» If the latter sentence include the reason of what 
had been affirmed in the preceding, the causal is used. IF If, on the 

* Arena sine calce. f Thi$, that, jmek. 

t Jindf now, aUoy too, lUtewUe, ugain, betides, Jurther, moreover, yea, mxy, nor. 
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coDtrary, it contain an inference* it must be introduced by an iflo- 
Uve.* Besides tbese* there is in every tongue a number of phrases, 
which have the power of conjunctions in uniting sentences, and are 
of great utility in composition, both for enabling the orator to bit with 
greater exactness the relations almost infinitely diversified that may 
subsist between the thoughts, and for the variety they afford in that 
part of speech, wherein variety is more needed than in any other .t 
it likewise deserves our notice, that several of those words which are 
always classed by grammarians and lexicographers among the ad- 
verbs, have, in uniting the several parts of a discourse, all the effect 
of conjunctions ^ The general name of eomiextre, I shall therefore 
apply indiscriminately to them all. 



SECTION II. 

OBSERVATIOHS ON THB MANNER OF USING THB CONNBCTIVBS IN 
COMBINING SENTENCES. 

It remains to make a few observations with regard to the right 
manner of using the materials above specified, for connecting sen- 
tences and paragraphs. It is not indeed by any ose of them, that 
we can propose to add much energy to the style, for that is rarely the 
gift of these particles ; but we may employ them so as to preclude 
Sie irksomeness and languor which invariably result from an im- 
proper use of them. 

My first observation shall be, that as there are many eonjunctions 
and connective phrases appropriated to the coupling of sentences, that 
are never employed in joining the members of a sentence, so there 
are several conjunctions appropriated to the latter use, which are 
never employed in the former ; and some that are equally adapted to 
both these purposes. This distinction in connectives will be found 
in different instances to flow from different sources. In some it is a 
natural distinction arisrog from the very import of the words ; in 
which case we shall always find, on inquiry, that it obtains «like in 
every tongue. In other instances, it is a distinction merely custom- 
ary, founded on the usages which prevail in a particular language. 

AS to those particles which are naturally fitted for conjoining clau- 
ses and members, but not sentences, they are chiefly the compara- 

• Then, therefore. 

t ^dd to thU, in like manner, on the contrary, m ihort, to proceed, fo relvni, fo 
conclude. We might produce phrases, if necesBary, correspondins to each of 
the above orders. 

X Such are some adverbs of Ume, as then, signifying at that time, A&Aerlo, 
formerly; of place, as, here, thus far; of order, as, first, secondty, finally ; of 
resemblance, as, thus, accordingly; of contrariety, as, dee, otherwise, co^rarU 
tout. 
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tive,* the hypotheticaUf and the intentional. :|: Let it not be ima- 
gined, that because a conjunction which falls under one or other of 
these denominations is oflen found in the beginning of a sentence, it 
serves to couple the sentence with that which went before. Such a 
connexive will always be discovered, on examination, to have no re- 
ference to any thing without the sentence. Consider the following 
examples: ** If ye love me, ye will Iteep my commandments." 
"Tho' I tell you what I am, ye will not believe me." "That! 
might save sinners, I came into the world." It is manifest that the 
conjunction wherewith each of these sentences begins marks sfligly 
the relation that subsists between the two following clauses, or the 
nature of the dependence which the one has on the other. It is not 
even implied in the expression, that any thing had been said before. 
Accordingly, the same sense, without any variation, is expressed 
when the clauses are transposed ; though sometimes the one ar- 
rangement will exhibit it with greater energy than the other. Thus, 
** Ye will keep my commandments, if ye love me ;" ** Ye will not be- 
lieve me, though I tell you what I am ;" and, I came into the 
world, that I might save sinners," are precisely the same sentiments 
with those contained in the examples produced. 

But may not the subordinate part connected with the additional 
particle properly constitute one sentence, and the declaration an- 
other? Impossible. Every sentence must contain the enunciation 
of some proposition distinctly intelligible^ by itself, and expressive of 
some judgement, desire, or purpose, of the speaker. But What only 
points to the motive or condition of something yet untold answers 
none of these ends. Thus the words ** Unless ye repent," enun- 
ciate nothing, and therefore convey to the hearer no inlbrmation of 
judgement, purpose, or desire. They give indeed the expectation of 
such information, and thereby keep up the attention, till we hear 
what follows. No sooner are the words *• ye shall perish " added, 
than we have the explicit declaration of a certain judgement or sen- 
timent of the speaker. For this reason grammarians have justly re- 
marked, that in every sentence there must be a verb in the indicative 
mood eithet expressed or implied. In all three exampless above 
given, we have it expressed in the second clause of their original 
form ; the verb in the hypothetical part, and in that part which marks 
the intention, is properly in the subjunctive or potential. It matters 
not whether the mood be distinguished by inflection, arrangement, or 
particles. In commands, interrogations, and wishes, the indicative 
is not expressed, but implied, and by the idiom of the tongue 'sug- 
gested to the understanding with sufficient clearness. The interro- 
gative, and the optative, as well as the imperative, are, in respect of 
sense, totally distinct from the two moods above mentioned ; though 
in most languages distinguished only by particles or arrangement. § 
Thus, though in these three sentences, ** Go away," " WilF ye go 
away 1" aiid " O that ye would go away," ther6 is properly no indi« 

* ThaiL t Vf tmfef f , ew^t. 

\ Thai^ io thatf imomuehthalt UaL 
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catWe exprnsed. yet it b to mtnifestlj implied, that none who ud- 
d^rsUiods the language can be at a loaa to perceive, that each of 
them fully enunciates a certain affection of the speaker, a command, 
request, or wish. They signify neither more nor less tlMn I com- 
mand you to go away f desire to be informed whether ye will go 
away and I wish ye would go away.'* 

What hath been said of the conditional and intentional particles 
holds still more evidently of the comparative particle than, which as 
frequently it doth not even need to be followed by a verb in any mood, 
so it can never begin the sentence without a manifest byperbation. 
The particle as is sometimes strictly a comparative conjunction. 
Such it is in these words, ** As your fathers did, so do ye." In this 
case it falls under the same predicament with the conditional con- 
nectives. Sometimes it is equivalent to lAw, and may be still called 
a comparative particle, as it intimates some lesemblance in that which 
follows to that which preceded. But this is also effected by the copu- 
latives liketoise^ and tn Uke mamer* Such it is in the beginning of 
this similitude, 

jSs when an angel by divine command.* 

In this case it evidently connects sentences. Again, the illative is 
perfectly adapted for connecting sentences. The inference itself 
may very properly be expressed in a proposition distinctly enuncia- 
ted, and, therefore, independently intelligible* The conjunction 
serves only to intimate that the reason or evidence of ih'm judge- 
ment, which may also be a distinct proposition, was assigned in the 
words immediately preceding. This reasoning holds, in like man- 
ner, with regard to the catual conjunction. The relation between 
the sentences is the same ; the order only is inverted ; as we have 
here the consequence before the cause. And I suppose it is too 
clear to need illustration, that there is nothing in the import of the 
words to hinder copulatives and disjunctives from connecting senten- 
ces as well as members, and members as well as sentences. Yet 
even among those that are alike fitted for both purposes, there is 
some difference in point of strength. From their very nature they 
do not all unite the parts with equal closeness. They are like ce- 
ments which differ in their degrees of tenacity. Thus the illative* 
conjunctions and the causal constitute a more intimate union than 
the adversative and the copulative. Again, that formed by demon- 
strative pronouns seems weaker than that effected by conjunctions. 
So much for the natural difference in the connectives resulting from 
the different import of the words. 

That there is also a great, though arbitrary difference, arising 
from idiom, is unquestionable. In the best authors of antiquity we 
often meet with sentences that begin with a relative pronoun, an- 
swering to our who, whom, or which. By all the most eminent wri- 
ters among the moderns, not only in English, but in other £uro« 
pean tongues, this practice is now, I think, carefully avoided. It is 
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custom onlj that c$.n make thi9 difference. When the cause is pure** 
\y natural, the effect will be found the same in all languages. Ac- 
cordingly, what was observed above concerning the conditionaU in- 
tentional, and comparative conjunctions, is equally applicable to 
every tongue. And if we consider abstractly the effect of the rela- 
tives, we shall find, that what follows the toAo, whom^ or whtch^ is 
often the enunciation of some judgement, purpose, or desire, which, 
as it may constitute a separate sentence, serves to vindicate from the 
charge of impropriety the usage of the ancients. Yet there is some, 
reason also on the side of the moderns. The personal prououns do 
but presuppose the subject, whether person or thing, to be known, 
and, consequently, do no more than supersede the repetition of the 
name. There can be, therefore, no doubt of the propriety of begin- 
ning sentences with these. Whereas the relatives not only refer to 
something immediately said, that we may know the subject of dis- 
course, but seem so closely to connect the part which follows with 
that which precedes, that the one makes, as it were, the description 
of either the nominative, or the regimen of the verb, in the other. In 
this view, they may be said to create a union too close to subsist con- 
veniently between different sentences. There is at least a risk, that 
they will give such an ambiguous appearance to the second, as to 
render it doubtful, whether it be a separate sentence, or a member of 
the foregoing. For this reason, the illative wherefore^ as it includes 
the power of the pronoun which^ doth not seem to be so analogically 
used by our writers, in connecting sentences, as in connecting 
members. 

Again, as an irrefragable evidence that there is a difference in con- 
nectives -arising purely from idiom, let it be observed, that we find 
it sometimes taking place among conjunctions of the same order. 
The causal because forms too close a union to subsist between sepa- 
rate sentences. The case is different with the causal for, though in 
every other respect synonymous. This latter particle is not adapted 
for uniting clauses which must necessarily be included in the same 
sentence. As an evidence that this distinction can be attributed only 
to custom, we may remark, that it is variable, differing in different 
ages. For instance, in Shakspeare's time, the causal particles seem 
to have been used promiscuously. We have at least in his writings 
several examples, in which he uses the particle /or, where every wri- 
ter at present would say because, as in the following passage : 

Heaven defend your good souls, that ye think, 
I will your serious and great iiusiness s^ant, 
For she is with me.* 

Nay, even among the copulatives, which, of all the conjunctions, are 
the most vague in their application, there are some that use seems to 
have appropriated to the coupling of sentenciss, not of members, such 
as again, furiher, besides; and some to the uniting not of sentences 
so properly as of paragraphsi or even of larger portions of writing. 
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than commoDlj fall under that denomination, auch aa moreover, and 
/tirlAermore. 

The copulative oncK, on the contrary, some critics are for confin- 
ing to the single purpose of uniting the parts within the sentence, and 
seem to imagine, that there is some impropriety in using it for com- 
bining sentences. But as in this opmioo, from what hath been 
evinced above, it is evident they are not supported by any argument 
from the import of the words, this conjunction being naturally on the 
same footing with the other copulatives ; so neither have they any 
plea from usage in its favour. The examples for the contested use, 
which might be produced from all the best authorities in the lan- 
guage, are innumerable. 3ut though use alone, in matters of lan- 
guage, is ever held a sufficient reason why things should continue in 
the state wherein we find them, when there is no positive ground for 
an alteration, I shall, in the present case, where, indeed, I could never 
discover the vestige of a reason for change, produce two arguments 
on the opposite side against excluding this particle from a privilege it 
hath always heretofore possessed ; arguments which, I hope, will ap- 
pear satisfactory. First, being a monosyllable, it will, on a princi- 
ple above explained, if not us^ too often, serve to smooth the cur- 
rent of the discourse ; inasmuch as it will render the transition from 
sentence to sentence easier, than it is possible to render it when 
recourse is always had to connectives of greater length. Secondly, 
it adds one to the number of the copulatives, and consequently, (where 
variety is of importance, as it certainly is here, on a principle pre- 
sently to be explained,) this particle, if not absolutely necessary, is at 
least convenient. 

My second observation is, that one of the best expedients for pre- 
venting the connexives from becoming too conspicuous, is to avoid4he 
frequent recurrence to the same particles, especially if they consist of 
more than one syllable. And if so, with still greater reason must we 
avoid recurrring often to the same conjunctive phrases. 

I do not deny that there arc cases wherein the repetition even of a 
conjunction, like other rhetorical repetitions, may add to the energy 
of the expression. Thus when several successive sentences bear 
the samox relation to one that preceded, or to one that is to foHow, 
this containing the common cause, consequence, motive, or concomi- 
tant of what is signified in those, they may be ushered more emphati- 
cally by repeating the connexive than by varying it. The common 
relation gives a propriety to the figure. But such cases are rare and 
easily distinguished. As to those which usually occur to the com- 
poser, it may be asserted to hold universally, that nothing will con- 
tribute more to enfeeble the style, than frequently to recur to the 
same heavy conjunctions, or long connectives, whatever they be. 
The noir, and, for, but, nay, nor, have this advantage from their bre- 
vity, that though of\en repeated, they pass almost unnoticed. But who, 
that hath any taste, can endure the incessant quick returns of the 
also^s, and the likeioiae^s, and the moreover^a, and the kowever'e, and 
the notwithstanding^ s ? An excess in these is insupportable. It is 
a maxim in elocution that will not oflen be found to fail, that in the 
use of the more ignoble parts of speecbi there is greater need of va- 
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riety than in the use of such as are of higher quality. The very sig* 
nificance of the nobler parts doth, as it were, support their dignity ; 
but since the attendance of the less nobler is necessary* shift them 
oftener, obtrude not on us always the same individuals, and we 
shall have less leisure to criticise them, or to advert to their insigni- 
ficance. 

The third remark I shall make on this subject is, that another use- 
ful expedient for answering the same end is, to vary 4he situation of 
the conjunction, wherever the idiom of the tongue and the harmony 
of the sentence will permit the variation. The place where we 
should naturally expect to find it, when it connects two sentences, is 
doubtless the beginning of the second. But in most languages a 
little latitude is indulged on this article. In those cases, therefore, 
which admit this freedom, one, two, or more words may precede the 
conjunction, and serve as a cover to render it less, observable. In 
the beginning it stands-by itself; whereas, placed in the manner now 
mentioned, it may be said to stand in a crowd. But no tongue 
whatever gives this indulgence in assigning a place to every con- 
nexive. 

With us in particular, no monosyllabic conjunction, except the 
illative then^ can be thus transposed.* Our language, however, hath 
been abundantly indulgent (where indulgence ia of greater conse- 
quence) in the power it gives us in the disposel of those which con- 
sist of more than one syllable. Thus almost all the copulatives 
which come under this denomination,! the disjunctives, however^ and 
neveriheUsaJ^ and the illative iherefare^ may be shifted to the second, 
the third, the fourth place, or even further. 

It would be difficult to assign a satisfactory reason for the differ- 
ence that hath been made in this respect, between conjunctions of 
one syllable, and those of more* Yet we have ground to believe, 
that it is not merely accidental, as some traces of the same distinc- 
tion are to be found in most languages. § It will indeed appear, 
from what hath been illustrated above, that the monosyllabic con- 
junctions-need not be managed with the same address as the others, 
there not being the same hazard that they would SQon become tire- 

* There it another monosylUbic conjanction, which tren when it connects 
sentences, is not placed in the beginning of the second. But this implies no 
transposition, as the first place could not be assigned to.it without the violatioa 
of universtdpractice. The particle I mean is the coniunction foe, when it signi- 
fies also. Thus we say, *' He too was included in the act of indemnity." To 
say, " Too he,*' would not be English. 

t The copulative again cannot conveniently^ be transposed, as it would scarce- 
ly fail to occasion an ambiguity, and be mistaken for the adverb signifying a 
teeond time^ 

I The disjunctive wheriat is never transposed. 

§ In Latin, for example, the monosjrllabic conjunctions, el, ted, nam, when they 
connect two sentences, regularly maintain their place in the besinning of the 
second ; whereas, to the dissyllables quoquty autem, tniniy more latitude is allow- 
ed. In French, too, the raonosyllabfes el, mote, ear, have invariably the same 
situation. It is otherwise with outn, poufimU, poarqwd; thongh there is not 
so great freedom allowed ia mukpag^tkmh- as in the EogUah Sissyllabio ooa- 
juBctionii 
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some. On the contmijt it inaj be said, thet being of themselTeg so 
inconsiderable« it is necessary that their situation be ascertained, in 
order to give them that degree of influence, without which thej could 
not answer the purpose even of conjunctions. 

But it may be argued against the solution now given, and, indeed, 
against the whole of the precedent reasoning on this article, '^How 
few, if any, have ever reflected on the difllerent effects of these dif- 
ferent arrangements ? Or how could a diflference, not reflected on, 
give rise to a diflference in the laws by which the irrespective places 
are assigned them V* To this I answer, that taste alone, whose ge- 
neral principles are the same in every people, and which, like every 
appetite, seeks its own gratification, produceth insensibly, as it im- 
proves, and even where there is no direct intention, an improvement 
in the language, as well as in the arts. It is by gradual, and what 
oiay be termed implicit compact, that the language, like the common 
law of every nation, hath obtained at first an establishment among 
them. It is to the same cause that the alterations to the better or to 
the worse, as knowledge and taste advance or decline among the 
people, are afterwards to be ascribed. That there should ever have 
been any formal or explicit convention or contrivance in this case, is 
an hypothesis, in my opinion, not only unsupported by reason, but 
repugnant to it. It is the province of criticism and philosophy, 
which appear much later than language, being of much slower growth, 
and to which close attention and reflection are not less requisite than 
taste, to investigate the latent causes in the principles of taste, by 
which the various changes have been actually though in a manner 
imperceptibly, produced. 

My fourth observation is, that thongh certain circumstances re- 
quire that one eonnezive be immediately followed by another, the ac- 
cumulating of these without necessity ought always to be avoided. 
There are some complex conjunctions which appear to be two, be- 
cause in writing custom hath not confined the parts into one word, 
but are properly one in import and effect. Such are, a» if, so ihaU 
ituamuck thai, and a few others. Of these I am not now speaking. 

As to those between which though adjoined in situation, there is 
no coalition in sense, let it be observed, that — there are cases in 
which propriety requhres the aid of more than one ; — there are cases 
in which the idiom of the language permits the use of more ; that, on 
the contrary, — there are cases in which propriety rejects the union 
altogether ; and, lastly, — there are cases in which idiom rejects it. 
Each of these four classes I shall consider severally- 
First, as to the cases wherein propriety requires the aid of more 
than one connexive, it was remarked formerly, that some conjunc- 
tions are limited to the use of connecting words and members, whilst 
others are employed indiscriminately for the connexion of words, 
members, or sentences. When one of each kind meets in the be- 
ginning of a sentence, the intention of the first is generally to express 
the relation which the sentence bears to that immediately preccMling ; 
and the intention of the secondt to express the dependence of the one 
elause on the other, in the sentenee so iatrodneed. Taie the follow- 
ing passage of scripture for an example : I go to prepare a place 
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for you. And if I go to prepare a place for you ; I will come agaia» 
and receive you to myself."* The copulative and connects the two 
sentences. The hypothetical conjunction t/ serves only to mark the 
first member of the last sentence, as the condition or limitation of the 
promise contained in the second member. The reader will ob^rve, 
that I have distinguished the different applications of the two con- 
junctions in this example by a difference in the character in which 
they are printed. I intend, for the sake of perspicuity, to adopt the 
same method in the other examples which, are to be produced. But 
it is not copulatives only that may be thus combined with conditional 
particles. The causal, illative, and adversative, may all be employed 
in the same way. The first of these is exemplified in the following 
quotation : Let us not say, we keep the commandq^ients of the one, 
when we break the commandments of the other. For urde98 we ob- 
serve both, we obey neither."! The above instances will serve to 
illustrate the observation in all other combinations with connectives 
of the same order. For an example of the like constructioD in the 
conjunction that^ these words of the poet will suffice. 

If there's a power above us ; 
And tfud there is, all Nature cries aloud 
Thro' all her works ; he must delight in virtue.J 

It is not material that the whole is here comprised in one sentence. 
The first conjunction serves to unite the member that precedes with 
that which follows : the second to exhibit the connexion that subsists 
between the succeeding clauses. And what relation two connected 
complex sentences bear to the members of each, that relation bear 
the ipembers of a complicated sentence to the clauses of which they 
consist. It was said, that the first of two conjunctions so placed id 
generally the connexive of the sentences, and that the second marks 
the relation subsisting between the members of the sentence which 
ensues. This holds generally, but not always. If the connective 
of the sentences be one of those particles, which, agreeably to the third 
observation, the idiom of the language permits us to transpose, it 
may properly possess the second place, and the other the first, as in 
the example following : It is of the utmost importance to us, that 
we associate principally with the wise and virtuous. When there- 
fore, we choose our companions, we ought to be extremely careful 
in regard to the choice we make." The second conjunction there- 
fore is that which connects the sentences. The first conjunction 
ivhen hath no relation to any thing beyond the second sentence. — 
The only examples I have yet produced are those wherein one of 
the conjunctions is by its nature always appropriated to the subordi- 
nate use of connecting the parts of a sentence. But even where the 
two connectives are alike susceptible of both uses, the structure of 
the expression may sufficiently evince, that the one is employed 
solely to connect the sentence te what precedes in the discourse, and 
the other solely to conjoin the members, as in the following exam-. 
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pie : M Such ts the probable consequence of the measure I now re- 
commend. But however this maj succeed, our duty is the same." 
Of the difierent applications of the two conjunctions in this passage, 
there cannot be the smallest doubt. Sometimes a decompound sen- 
tence may be ushered by no fewer than three successive conjunc- 
tions ; the first being the connexive of the sentences ; the second 
that which ascertains the relation of the members of the sentence 
thus introduced ; the third that which indicates the connexion of the 
clauses of the first member of that sentencoy as in the subsequent ex- 
ample : To those who do not love God, the enjoyment of him is 
unattainable. NOW as tkat we may love God, || it is necessary to 
know him ; so thai we may know God, || it is necessary to study 
his works." The conjunction NOW connects this period with the 
preceding sentence ; as is expressive of the relation which the first 
member bears to the second, beginning with so ; that indicates the 
dependence of the first clause of the first member, we may love 
God," on the second clause, ^' it is necessary to know him ;" and 
corresponds to the conjunction that^ which follows the so, in the be- 
ginning of the second member, and which, in like manner, indicates 
the dependence of the first clause of the second member, we may 
know God," on the last clause, it is necessary to study his woriss." 
But though the introduction of two conjunctions having difierent re- 
ferences in the manner above explained, is perfectly compatible with 
the rules of good writing, and odeu inevitable ; I cannot say so much 
for the admission of three, whose various applications must distract 
the attention, and so create a confusion and difficulty alike inconsist- 
ent with the principles of perspicuity, of vivacity, or of elegance. 

Secondly, as to those cases wherein we cannot say propriety re- 
quires, but the idiom of the language permits the use of more than 
one connexive, they are either when the connexives are of the same 
order ; for instance, in the copulatives, and further^ atu2 in like man- 
ner ; in the adversatives, but however ; in the exceptives, yet never- 
theless, yet notwitlistanding. With regard to such combinations we 
may safely pronounce, that if the use of synonymas even in the more 
significant parts of speech are for the most part incompatible with vi- 
vacity and strength, the like use in the more insignificant, and conse- 
quently weaker parts, must be still more exceptionable. Again, 
when the connectives are of difierent, but not of opposite orders, 
idiom often permits the concurrence of two, though the reference of 
both is the same ; that is, though both are intended merely to con- 
nect the sentence with that which preceded. Thus the copulative is 
often combined with the illative, and therefore^ or with a particle ex- 
pressive of order, and thirdly ; the causal with a particle expressing 
opposition, /or else^for othenoise ; a disjunctive with such a particle 
or phrase, or on the contrary ; an adversative with an exceptive, but 
yet ; a comparative with a copulative, as also. It were endless to 
enumerate all that idiom permits us i^ this manner to conjoin. It is 
only by attending to the practice of good authors, that it can perfect- 
ly be learnt. It is not to be questioned, that in some instances, the 
use of two connectives, though not absolutely necessary, may be ex- 
pedient both for rounding the period, and for expressing more per- 
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fectij the relation of the sentences. But thej are much more cem- 
monty the effect either of negligence or of a vitiated taste in what 
concerns composition, and are oflen to be met with in the middling 
class of writers. The following will serve as an example of this 
manner : ** Although he was close taken up with the affairs of the 
nation, nevertheless he did not neglect the concerns of his friends." 
Either of the conjunctions would have been better than both. An 
author of this stamp will begin a sentence thus : Whereas, on the 
other hand, supposing that" — Who sees not, that " If, on the con- 
trary " — would express the same connexion with more energy, aa 
well as brevity ? When a speaker interlards his discourse with such 
accumulated connectives, he always suggests to a judicious hearer, 
the idea of one that wants to gain time, till he cast about for some- 
thing to say. Yet this fault is certainly more pardonable in speaking 
than in writing. The composer may take his own time, being under 
no necessity of writing faster than he can provide and dispose his 
materials. The slowness of his invention will not be betrayed to the 
reader by any method more readily than by that which the speaker is 
sometimes forced to use in order to conceal it. 

Thirdly, as to those cases in which propriety itself forbids the con- 
currence of two conjunctions, it is impossible we should fell into 
a mistake. They are always distinguished by some repugnancy in 
the import of the words which even common ^ense shows to be in- 
compatible. Such are a copulative with a disjunctive, a causal with 
an illative, a particle expressive of resemblance, with one expressive 
of contrariety. 

Fourthly, as to those cases in which idiom alone forbids the con- 
course. These are to be learnt onl^ by practice. Thus idiom per- 
mits the junction of a copulative with an illative particle, but never 
with a carnal. We may say, and therefore, but not and for. We 
are not to seek the reason of this difference in the import of the terms, 
but in the custom of applying them. Again, idiom permits the use 
of two copulatives, but not of every two. We may say, and aUo, 
and likexoise, but not also liketaise. Two causal conjunctions are 
not now associated, as for because^ nor two illatives, as therefore 
then. Yet, in the dialect which obtained in the beginning of the last 
century, these modes of expression were common. Indeed^ some of 
those heavy connectives which are now but little used, as moreoveTf 
furthermore, over and above, are all but combinations of synonymous 
particles, and flow from a disposition which will perhaps ever be 
found to prevail where style is in its infancy. 

The fiAh and last observation I shall make on this suhjed is, that 
it is not necessary that all the sentences in any kind of composition 
should be linked together by connective particles. I know of no rules 
that have ever been laid down for our direction in this particular. — 
But as it always hath been, so, for aught I can perceive, it always 
will be, left to taste alone to determine when these particles ought to 
he used, and when omitted. All that occurs to me as being of any 
service on this head may be comprised in the two following remarks* 
The first is, that the illative conjunctions, the causal and the disjunc- 
tive, when they suit the senses can more rarely be dispensed wkh 
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than the copalatiye. The aecond is, that the omiarion of copulatives 
always succeeds best, when the connexion of the thoughts is either 
Tery close or very distant. It is mostly in the intermediate cases 
that the conjunction is deemed necessary. When the connexion in 
thought is very distant, the copulative appears absurd, and when yeiy 
close, superfluous. For the first of these reasons, it is seldom that 
we meet with it in the beginning of a chapter, section, or even para- 
graph, except in the Bible ; and for the second, that it is frequently 
dropt in familiar narrative, where the connexion is so obvieus as to 
render it useless. 



THE END. 
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